
 

 

 
 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR 
MEETING 

 

APRIL 26, 2011 
7:00 PM 

 

 
AGENDA 

 
L. Allan Songstad, Jr., Mayor 

Melody Carruth, Mayor Pro Tempore Barbara Kogerman, Council Member 
Randal Bressette, Council Member  Joel Lautenschleger, Council Member 

 
Location: City Council Chamber, 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California 92653 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 established rules of decorum for public meetings held 
by the City of Laguna Hills.  Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 is available on the table 
at the back of the City Council Chamber. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Pro Tempore Carruth 
 

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

This is the appropriate time for members of the public to make comments 
regarding items listed on the Consent Calendar and issues not listed on the 
Agenda.  Any person wishing to address the City Council on any matter, whether 
or not it appears on this Agenda, is asked to complete a “Request to Speak” 
form available on the table at the back of the Chamber. The completed form is to 
be submitted to the City Clerk prior to an individual being heard by the City 
Council.  No action will be taken on any items not on the Agenda unless the City 
Council makes a determination that an emergency exists or that the need to take 
action on the item arose subsequent to posting of the Agenda.  
 
There will be a time limitation of three minutes per person, an overall time limit of 
ten minutes for any one subject, and a time limit of thirty minutes for the Public 
Comments portion of the Agenda. 
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2.1 LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON (0930-40) 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council receive an oral report from Laguna 
Hills High School Student Liaison Lyndsey Kaan. 

 
3. MINUTES 
 

3.1 REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 12, 2011 (0410-50) 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve the minutes of the 
April 12, 2011, regular meeting. 

 
3.2 ADJOURNED REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 19, 2011 (0410-50) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve the minutes of the 
April 19, 2011, adjourned regular meeting.  

 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

All matters listed under “CONSENT CALENDAR” are considered to be routine 
and will be enacted by one motion approving the recommendation listed on the 
Agenda.  There will be no separate discussion unless Members of the City 
Council or Staff request specific items be removed from the Consent Calendar. 

 
4.1 MOTION TO APPROVE THE READING BY TITLE OF ALL 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS, SAID TITLES, WHICH APPEAR 
ON THE PUBLIC AGENDA, SHALL BE DETERMINED TO HAVE BEEN 
READ BY TITLE AND FURTHER READING WAIVED 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council waive reading of Ordinances and 
Resolutions. 

 
4.2 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER FOR PERIOD ENDED APRIL 

26, 2011 (0300 30) 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve the Warrant Register in 
the amount of $918,434.56. 

 
4.3 AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 

GRANT AND HOME PROGRAMS COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
(0400-10) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve Amendment No. 2 to 
Cooperation Agreement with the County of Orange for their support services in 
the Urban County CDBG and Home Programs and authorize the Mayor to 
execute the Agreement. 
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4.4 URBAN VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT (0480-20) 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council adopt an Ordinance entitled: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
SECTION V OF THE URBAN VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN RELATING TO LAND 
USE AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY WITH 
THE GENERAL PLAN, TO IMPROVE INTERNAL CONSISTENCY, TO 
INCORPORATE EXISTING MIXED USE APPLICATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS, AND TO CLARIFY ASPECTS OF THE PUBLIC ART PROGRAM. 

 
4.5 PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 3, FINAL, FOR CITYWIDE PAVEMENT 

REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 101-G (0400-10) 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve Contract Change Order 
No. 1 and Progress Payment No. 3, Final, in the net amount of $96,921.65, to 
Excel Paving Company, for Citywide Pavement Rehabilitation Project, CIP No. 
101-G, and authorize the filing of the Notice of Completion and subsequent 
release of retention in 35 days, if no liens have been filed.    

 
4.6 2011 WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM (0240-50) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council adopt a Resolution entitled: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA, DECLARING WEEDS AND RUBBISH ON SPECIFIED PRIVATE 
PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE, COMMENCING PUBLIC 
PROCEEDINGS, AND SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MAY 24, 2011. 

 
4.7 URBAN FORESTRY GRANT FOR THE GREEN TREES FOR THE 

GOLDEN STATE PROGRAM (0820-25) 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve the Urban Forestry Grant 
Agreement No. 8CA10902 with the State of California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection. 

 
4.8 MEASURE M2 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP ALLOCATION 

PROGRAM, TIER 1  GRANT PROGRAM (0820-25) 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council: 
 

1. Approve the Grant Application for the Measure M2 Environmental Cleanup  
       Allocation Program, Tier 1 Grant Program, and  
 

2.    Adopt a Resolution entitled: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDS FOR THE 
MEASURE M2 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP ALLOCATION PROGRAM, 
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TIER 1 GRANT PROGRAM UNDER ORANGE COUNTY LOCAL 
TRANSPORTATION ORDINANCE NO. 3 FOR THE LAGUNA HILLS DEBRIS 
GATES PROJECT. 

 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

5. PLANNING AGENCY 
 

5.1 ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS 
 

5.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

This is the appropriate time for members of the public to make comments 
regarding issues not listed on the Agenda.  Any person wishing to address the 
Planning Agency on any matter, whether or not it appears on this Agenda, is 
asked to complete a “Request to Speak” form available on the table at the back 
of the Chamber.  The completed form is to be submitted to the City Clerk prior to 
an individual being heard by the Planning Agency. 

 
5.3 PLANNING AGENCY MINUTES 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Planning Agency approve the minutes of the 
April 12, 2011, regular meeting as referenced in Item 3.1, beginning on Page 4. 

 
5.4 PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
5.4.1. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/SITE DEVELOPMENT 

PERMIT/MASTER SIGN PROGRAM/VARIANCE NO. 2-11-
1877, A REQUEST BY G&M OIL COMPANY TO 
RECONSTRUCT THE EXISTING GAS STATION AND ADD A 
NEW 1,316 SQUARE FOOT CONVENIENCE STORE, 
LOCATED AT 23991 EL TORO ROAD IN THE VILLAGE 
COMMERCIAL (VC) ZONING DISTRICT (0610-55) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Planning Agency: 
 

1.  Conduct a Public Hearing; and 
 

2.  Adopt a Resolution entitled: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA 
HILLS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/SITE 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT/MASTER SIGN PROGRAM/VARIANCE NO. 2-11-
1877, A REQUEST BY G&M OIL COMPANY TO RECONSTRUCT THE 
EXISTING GAS STATION AND ADD A NEW 1,316 SQUARE FOOT 
CONVENIENCE STORE, LOCATED AT 23991 EL TORO ROAD IN THE 
VILLAGE COMMERCIAL (VC) ZONING DISTRICT.  
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PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 
 

6. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

6.1 ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 3-11-1894, AMENDING TITLE 9 OF 
THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "ZONING AND 
SUBDIVISIONS" INCLUDING CHAPTER 9-10 (ZONING DISTRICTS 
ESTABLISHED) AND CHAPTER 9-62 (TEMPORARY USES) TO 
PERMIT SEASONAL STRAWBERRY STANDS IN SOME 
COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF A 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT (0480-20) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council: 
 

1.  Conduct a Public Hearing; and 
 

2.  Introduce an Ordinance entitled: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
TITLE 9 OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "ZONING 
AND SUBDIVISIONS" INCLUDING CHAPTER 9-10 (ZONING DISTRICTS 
ESTABLISHED) AND CHAPTER 9-62 (TEMPORARY USES) TO PERMIT 
SEASONAL STRAWBERRY STANDS IN CERTAIN COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS 
SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF A TEMPORARY USE PERMIT. 

 
7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

7.1 City Manager 
 

8. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

8.1 LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL GRAD NITE FUNDING REQUEST 
(0330-25) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council consider the request from the 
Laguna Hills High School PTSA's Grad Nite 2011 Committee and make a 
determination.  

 
9. MATTERS PRESENTED BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

10. CLOSED SESSION 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

The next Regular Meeting of the City Council will be May 10, 2011, at 7:00 PM, in the City 
Council Chamber, located at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California. 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
I, PEGGY J. JOHNS, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, do hereby certify that a copy of 
the foregoing Agenda was posted at Laguna Hills City Hall, Laguna Hills Community 
Center, and La Paz Center by April 22, 2011, at 5:00PM. 
 
 
 
 

  
April 22, 2011 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK DATE 
  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 
assistance to participate in this meeting, you should contact the office of the City 
Clerk at (949) 707-2635.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the 
City to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to this meeting. 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the City Council after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City 
Clerk’s Office at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California, during normal 
business hours. 
 



 

 

 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 

CITY COUNCIL/PLANNING AGENCY REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

APRIL 12, 2011 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Songstad called the Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Laguna Hills, California, to order at 7:00 PM in the Laguna Hills City Council 
Chamber, 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Bressette 

 
ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Present:  Mayor Songstad, Mayor Pro Tempore Carruth, Council Member Bressette, 
Council Member Kogerman, Council Member Lautenschleger 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Bruce Channing, City Manager; Donald White, Assistant City 
Manager; Peggy Johns, City Clerk; Greg Simonian, City Attorney; Ken Rosenfield, 
Public Services Director/City Engineer; Vern Jones, Community Development 
Director; Steve Doan, Chief of Police Services; David Reynolds, Deputy City 
Manager; Ron Roberts, Battalion Chief, Orange County Fire Authority; Melissa Au-
Yeung, Senior Management Analyst; Dan Meehan, Community Services 
Superintendent; and Sandi Mogan, Deputy City Clerk. 

 
1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1.1 PRESENTATION FROM ORANGE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 
AUTHORITY (OCTA) TO THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS REGARDING 
MEASURE M (0410-65) 

 
The City Council received a Resolution of Appreciation presented by OCTA 
Vice Chair Paul Glaab for partnering with OCTA to deliver much needed 
transportation solutions to Orange County Residents through Measure M 
funding.  Vice Chair Glaab introduced new staff member Lance Larsen, 
Executive Director for Governmental Affairs. 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

DARK HORSE COMMITTEE (0120-40) 

Mike Bland showed the City Council the new logo for the 3/5 Dark Horse Battalion 
and gave an update on the recent activities of the 3/5 Dark Horse Battalion 
Committee.  Mr. Bland introduced the Davis family whose son had served with the 
3/5 Battalion.   Jamie Davis thanked the City Council for all of their support.   
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2.1 LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON (0930-40) 
 

The City Council received an oral report from Laguna Hills High School 
Student Liaison Lyndsey Kaan. 

 
3. MINUTES 
 

3.1 REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 22, 2011 (0410-50) 
 

Motion to approve the minutes of the March 22, 2011, regular meeting by  
m/Mayor Pro Tempore Carruth, s/Council Member Bressette. 
Approved by a vote of 5-0. 

 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Motion to approve the Consent Calendar, by m/Mayor Pro Tempore Carruth, 
s/Council Member Bressette, with Council Member Bressette removing Item 
No. 4.4, and Mayor Pro Tempore Carruth removing Item No. 4.6. 
Approved by a vote of 5-0. 

 

4.1 MOTION TO APPROVE THE READING BY TITLE OF ALL ORDINANCES 
AND RESOLUTIONS, SAID TITLES, WHICH APPEAR ON THE PUBLIC 
AGENDA, SHALL BE DETERMINED TO HAVE BEEN READ BY TITLE 
AND FURTHER READING WAIVED 

 
Waived reading of Ordinances and Resolutions.  

 
4.2 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER FOR PERIOD ENDED APRIL 12, 

2011 (0300-30) 
 

Approved the Warrant Register in the amount of $1,590,431.54. 
 

4.3 AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF LAGUNA WOODS FOR THE JOINT 
SHARE OF THE SANTA MARIA AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
(0400-10) 

 
Approved the Agreement for the joint share of Santa Maria Avenue 
Reconstruction Project with the City of Laguna Woods and authorized the 
City Manager to execute the Agreement and the City Clerk to attest thereto.  

 
4.5 PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 7, FINAL, FOR ALICIA PARKWAY TRAFFIC 

SIGNAL SYNCHRONIZATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 173, AND LA PAZ 
ROAD TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYNCHRONIZATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 174 
(0400-10) 
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Approved Contract Change Order No. 2 and Progress Payment No. 7, Final, 
in the net amount of $37,842.53, to Steiny and Company, Inc., for Alicia 
Parkway Traffic Signal Synchronization Project, CIP No. 173, and La Paz 
Road Traffic Signal Synchronization Project, CIP No. 174, and authorized the 
filing of the Notice of Completion and subsequent release of retention in 35 
days, if no liens had been filed.  

 
4.7 PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 1 FOR COMMUNITY CENTER & SPORTS 

COMPLEX PLAYGROUND RENOVATIONS AND LIGHT 
REFURBISHMENT, CIP NO. 514, AND COSTEAU PARK PLAYGROUND 
RENOVATIONS, CIP NO. 239 (0400-10) 

 
Approved Progress Payment No. 1, in the net amount of $38,037.58, to 
Signature Contractors, for Community Center & Sports Complex Playground 
Renovations and Light Refurbishment, CIP No. 514, and Costeau Park 
Playground Renovations, CIP No. 239.  

 
4.8 BUDGET AMENDMENT AND PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 1 FOR LA PAZ 

ROAD WIDENING AT I-5 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, CIP NO. 159 
(0400-10) 

 
 1.   Adopted Resolution No. 2011-04-12-1, a Resolution of the City Council of 

the City of Laguna Hills, California, amending the Fiscal Year 2010-2011 
Capital Improvement Program Budget for the La Paz Road Widening at 
I-5 Improvement Project CIP No. 159; and 

 

2.  Approved Progress Payment No. 1 in the net amount of $38,047.50, to      
SEMA Construction, Inc., for the La Paz Road Widening at I-5 
Improvement Project, CIP No. 159. 

 
4.9 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH BUCKNAM & 

ASSOCIATES, INC., FOR THE UPDATE TO THE PAVEMENT 
MANAGEMENT PLAN (0400-10) 

 
Approved the Professional Services Agreement with Bucknam & Associates, 
Inc., for the Pavement Management Plan Update and authorized the City 
Manager to execute the Agreement and the City Clerk to attest thereto.  
 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

4.4 ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 3-11-1891, AMENDING TITLE 9 OF 
THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "ZONING AND 
SUBDIVISIONS" INCLUDING CHAPTER 9-4 (DEFINITIONS) CHAPTER 9-
42 (SIGNS AND ADVERTISING DEVICES) AND CHAPTER 9-92 
(APPLICATION PROCESS AND SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS) TO 
ALLOW THE LIMITED USE OF NEON AND LIGHT-EMITTING DIODE 
(LED) SIGNS SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF A MASTER SIGN 
PROGRAM (0610-15) 
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Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2011-2, with an amendment to Section 9-
42.240, that the use of exposed neon or LED to outline individual 
windows, rooflines, or buildings be permitted only in the Freeway 
Commercial and Village Commercial zones subject to the approval of a 
master sign program, by m/Council Member Bressette, s/Mayor Pro 
Tempore Carruth. 
Failed by a vote of 2-3 (Council Member Kogerman, Council Member 
Lautenschleger, and Mayor Songstad voting no). 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2011-2, an Ordinance of the City of 
Laguna Hills, California, amending Title 9 of the Laguna Hills Municipal 
Code entitled “Zoning and Subdivisions” including Chapter 9-42 
(Definitions) Chapter 9-42 (Signs and Advertising Devices) and Chapter 
9-92 (Application Process and Submittal Requirements) to allow the 
limited use of neon and light-emitting diode (LED) signs subject to 
approval of a master sign program, by m/Council Member 
Lautenschleger, s/Mayor Songstad. 
Adopted by a vote of 3-2. (Council Member Bressette and Mayor Pro 
Tempore Carruth voting no.) 

 
4.6 PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 4 FOR CITYWIDE WAYFINDING SIGN 

PROGRAM, CIP NO. 329 (0400-10) 
 

Motion to approve Contract Change Order No. 2 and Progress Payment 
No. 4, in the net amount of $7,279.74, to Green Giant Landscape, Inc., 
for the Citywide Wayfinding Sign Program, CIP No. 329, by m/Mayor Pro 
Tempore Carruth, s/Council Member Bressette. 
Approved by a vote of 5-0. 
 

5. PLANNING AGENCY 
 

Mayor Songstad recessed the City Council meeting and acting in the capacity of 
Chair, called the regular meeting of the Planning Agency of the City of Laguna Hills, 
California, to order at 7:35 PM. 

 

5.1 ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS 
 
Present:  Chair Songstad, Vice Chair Carruth, Agency Member Bressette, Agency 
Member Kogerman, Agency Member Lautenschleger 

 
5.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
There were no Public Comments. 
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5.3 MINUTES OF THE MARCH 22, 2011, REGULAR MEETING (0120-10) 

 
Motion to approve the minutes of the March 22, 2011, regular meeting as 
referenced in Item 3.1, beginning on Page 3, by m/Vice Chair Carruth, 
s/Agency Member Lautenschleger 
Approved by a vote of 5-0. 

5.4 PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

5.4.1. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/SITE DEVELOPMENT 
PERMIT/MASTER SIGN PROGRAM/VARIANCE NO. 2-11-1877, A 
REQUEST BY G&M OIL COMPANY TO RECONSTRUCT THE 
EXISTING GAS STATION AND ADD A NEW 1,379 SQUARE FOOT 
CONVENIENCE STORE, LOCATED AT 23991 EL TORO ROAD IN 
THE VILLAGE COMMERCIAL (VC) ZONING DISTRICT (0610-55) 

 
Motion to continue this Agenda item to its regular meeting of April 26, 
2011, m/Vice Chair Carruth, s/Agency Member Bressette. 
Approved by a vote of 5-0.  

 
PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mayor Songstad reconvened the City Council meeting at 7:36 p.m.  All Council 
Members were present. 

 
6. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

6.1 URBAN VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT (0630-50) 
 

Mayor Songstad opened the Public Hearing. 
 

Coralee Newman, Principal of Government Solutions, representing Golden Rain 
Foundation and United Laguna Hills Mutual of Laguna Woods, expressed the 
organizations’ concerns regarding noise mitigation measures.  Ms. Newman 
indicated that the foundations did not oppose the project, but would be monitoring its 
progress.   

Carol Moore, Representative of the 3rd Laguna Hills Mutual Homeowners 
Association, wanted to make sure that the City Council would see the letter she had 
given to the City Clerk expressing concerns regarding the project. 

Mayor Songstad closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Motion to introduce an Ordinance of the City of Laguna Hills, California, 
amending Section V of the Urban Village Specific Plan relating to land use and 
development standards to ensure consistency with the General Plan, to 
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improve internal consistency, to incorporate existing mixed use application 
and development standards, and to clarify aspects of the Public Art Program, 
by m/Council Member Bressette, s/Mayor Pro Tempore Carruth. 
Approved by a vote of 5-0. 

 
7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

7.1 City Manager 
 

The City Manager made no reports. 
 

7.2 Public Services Director/City Engineer 
 

7.2.1. UPDATE OF THE CITY'S BIKEWAYS, TRAILS & OPEN SPACE 
MASTER PLAN (0630-10) 

 
Motion to approve the updates to the Bikeways, Trails & Open Space 
Master Plan, by m/Mayor Pro Tempore Carruth, s/Council Member 
Lautenschleger.  
Approved by a vote of 5-0. 

 
7.3 Chief of Police Services 

 
7.3.1. 2010 POLICE SERVICES ANNUAL REPORT (0260-05) 

 
Motion to receive and file the 2010 Annual Report, by m/Council 
Member Bressette, s/Mayor Pro Tempore Carruth. 
Approved by a vote of 5-0. 

 
7.3.2. DESIGNATION OF COUNTY ROUTE S18 AS THE ORANGE 

COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFFS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY (0260-05) 
 

Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2011-04-12-2, a Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, officially recognizing the 
designation of County Route S18 (El Toro Road) as the Orange County 
Deputy Sheriffs Memorial Highway, by m/Council Member Kogerman, 
s/Council Member Bressette. Adopted by a vote of 5-0. 
 

8. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

There was no Other Business. 
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9. MATTERS PRESENTED BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER KOGERMAN 

Council Member Kogerman asked for an update from the City Manager regarding 
the coyote problem, particularly in the Nellie Gail area. 

Council Member Kogerman wanted to correct a comment that had been made at the 
March 22, 2011, City Council meeting.  In the discussion regarding the Orange 
County Animal Shelter and the numbers associated with the Laguna Hills contract, it 
was misstated that the City had a seven day holding period before the City’s 
animals were euthanized.  It had been misstated that it could be another ten days; 
the correct time was an additional three days, for a total time of ten days. 

MAYOR SONGSTAD 

Mayor Songstad stated that there had been an article in the OC Register looking at 
the high in-take numbers from the Irvine Shelter.  The article explained that they had 
an arrangement with a rescue center and many of the adoptable animals coming in 
were from many other jurisdictions. 

Mayor Songstad indicated that he and Council Member Lautenschleger attended 
the Policy Committee Meeting of the League on Friday, April 8, 2011.  There had 
been interesting discussions about the budget, and the Policy Committee asked 
State Senator Dutton to provide his perspective on the budget, which was not 
encouraging.  Mayor Songstad stated that he found most interesting that at the time 
Governor Brown had decided not to negotiate with the Republicans, this was the 
exact time that the polling on the tax extensions went south, and it was not going to 
pass. 

COUNCIL MEMBER BRESSETTE 

Council Member Bressette indicated that he appreciated receiving the General Plan 
Program EIR on CD Rom in the Agenda packet.  If the City Council needed to 
receive large documents in the future, he would be happy to receive them in this 
format. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LAUTENSCHLEGER 

Council Member Lautenschleger indicated he attended an all day session of SCAG 
as the District 13 Delegate, coupled with the OC Council of Governments meeting. 
Council Member Lautenschleger noted that the Draft Sustainable Communities 
Strategy Report would be the guiding force as to how development would occur in 
the entire SCAG region.  The Report was now available in Draft form on-line.  As the 
City went through this process and comments had to be made regarding the report, 
the City Council was welcome to do so.  A presentation could be made available to 
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the City Council if there was any interest.  The Committee was concentrating not 
only on the Sustainable Communities Strategy but also on RHNA numbers.  The 
Subcommittee had come back to the Major Committee of SCAG and would be 
working over the next 18 months, and as a result, some jurisdictions would be 
required to redo their General Plans. 

 

10. CLOSED SESSION 
 

10.1 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
   
  Initiation of litigation pursuant to subdivision (c) of Government Code Section  
  54956.9-1 potential case. 
 

City Attorney Simonian Indicated there was no need for a Closed Session. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the City Council at this session, Mayor 
Songstad declared the meeting adjourned at 9:22 PM. 
 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
 

ATTEST: 
 

L. ALLAN SONGSTAD, JR., MAYOR 
 
APPROVED AT MEETING OF _________________________ 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 

CITY COUNCIL ADJOURNED REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

APRIL 19, 2011 
 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Songstad called the Adjourned Regular Meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Laguna Hills, California, to order at 5:02 PM in the Laguna Hills City Council 
Chamber, 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   Council Member Kogerman 

 

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Present:  Mayor Songstad, Mayor Pro Tempore Carruth, Council Member Bressette, 
Council Member Kogerman, Council Member Lautenschleger 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Bruce Channing, City Manager; Donald White, Assistant City 
Manager; Peggy Johns, City Clerk; Ken Rosenfield, Public Services Director/City 
Engineer; Vern Jones, Community Development Director; Steve Doan, Chief of 
Police Services; David Reynolds, Deputy City Manager; Janice Reyes, Finance 
Manager; Melissa Au-Yeung, Senior Management Analyst; Dan Meehan, 
Community Services Superintendent; and Sandi Mogan, Deputy City Clerk. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
There were no Public Comments. 

 
1. 2011-2013 BIENNIAL BUDGET AND SIX-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

STUDY SESSION (0330-40) 
 

City Manager Channing indicated this was the second study session related to the 
FY 2011-2013 Biennial Budget.  This meeting would consolidate the two study 
sessions that would have typically covered the proposed Operating Budget and 
proposed Six Year Capital Improvement Program separately.  Mr. Channing 
recommended that the meeting would commence with the budget overview and staff 
report prepared by Assistant City Manager White, who had prepared a PowerPoint 
presentation for City Council’s review. Mr. Channing indicated that after Mr. White’s 
presentation there would be a short break and then the City Council would walk 
through each of the individual department budgets. Following the department 
budget reviews, Public Services Director Rosenfield would give a presentation 
related to the Six Year Capital Improvement Program and the projects that were 
proposed for inclusion for the next two years.  
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Mr. Channing reported that on March 12, 2011, the City conducted a Saturday 
workshop for the purpose of establishing the City’s mission, vision, and values.  The 
City developed a chart that was referred to as the “Building Blocks for Our Success.”  
Mr. Channing indicated that in the preparation of the chart, the guiding themes for 
success were driven from the ideas generated out of the General Plan update, and 
identified several goals that the City should pursue over the next ten to twenty 
years. Mr. Channing stated that one of the key values that had been a hallmark for 
the City Council was to remain fiscally conservative and to focus on the City’s core 
services first to ensure that they were provided in accordance with the City’s Mission 
Statement, vision, and values provided in a high quality manner and at an efficient 
cost to protect and enhance the quality of life in Laguna Hills.  

Mr. Channing indicated that the last few years had been very challenging due to the 
Great Recession and had been one of the most difficult times in the City’s history.  
Mr. Channing reported that even though staff believed the worst of the recession 
had passed, the evidence showed that the recession’s financial impacts were still 
lingering on.  Consequently, the City had been forced to continue in its conservative 
approach and look upon this next budget cycle in the same way as we did two years 
ago.    

Assistant City Manager White gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding the FY 
2011-2013 Biennial Budget Operating and CIP Budget overview. 

Mayor Songstad recessed the meeting at 6:23 PM and reconvened the meeting at 
6:47 PM, all Council Members were present. 

City Manager Channing highlighted the significant changes to each Department 
budget.  

Public Services Director Rosenfield gave a PowerPoint presentation briefly 
reviewing the history of the City’s Capital Improvement Program and a summary of 
the proposed projects for the next Six Year Capital Improvement Program.    

 
 

2. RECONSIDERATION OF ITEM FOR PROPOSED MAJOR PLANS BIENNIAL 
BUDGET FY 2011-2013 

 
Council Member Kogerman reviewed the Kids Factory Major plan she had 
presented at the March 12, 2011, Study Session. There was no consensus by the 
City Council to reconsider this item in the Biennial Budget for FY 2011-2013. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business before the City Council at this session, Mayor 
Songstad declared the meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM. 
 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
 
ATTEST: 
 

L. ALLAN SONGSTAD, JR., MAYOR 
 
 
 
APPROVED AT MEETING OF _________________________ 

 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 3.2



 

 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 3.2



 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 4.2



 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 4.2



 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 4.2



 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 4.2



 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 4.2



 

 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 4.2



 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE AMENDMENT NO. 2 
TO COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE FOR THEIR 
SUPPORT SERVICES IN THE URBAN COUNTY CDBG AND HOME PROGRAMS 
AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT. 
 

 
Dev/CDBG/CooperationAgr/FY12-14/StaffReport.doc 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

 
ISSUE: AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 

GRANT AND HOME PROGRAMS COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
On May 24, 2005, the City Council approved a Cooperation Agreement with the County 
of Orange (“County”) to continue participation in the County of Orange Urban County 
Program (“Program”), a program that is designed to assist smaller cities in the 
administration of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME funds 
through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  The 
Cooperation Agreement with the County of Orange covered the Fiscal Years 2006-
2007, 2007-2008, and 2008-2009.  Amendment No. 1 to the Cooperation Agreement 
was approved on May 27, 2008, which extended the Cooperation Agreement an 
additional three (3) years covering Fiscal Years 2009-2010, 2010-2011, and 2011-2012.  
Proposed Amendment No. 2 (attached) provides that the Program will: (1) be 
automatically extended for an additional three (3) year period from July 1, 2012, to June 
30, 2015; (2) satisfy the HUD requirements; and (3) ensure that the City of Laguna Hills 
can access the Program, if we so desire. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The background information on the Cooperation Agreement was provided with the Staff 
Report prepared for the May 24, 2005, City Council meeting.  See attached.   
 
Staff supports proposed Amendment No. 2 to the Cooperation Agreement, since 
continued participation will allow the City to receive CDBG funds for the Aliso Meadows 
Condominium Association and Florence Sylvester Senior Center rehabilitation projects, 
and other eligible projects that the City might be interested in.  
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Costs to participate in the Urban County Program would result primarily from staff time 
to determine project eligibility, prepare the initial application, and coordinate with the 
County in their review and recommendation to HUD.  Staff costs for project specific 
planning, engineering, and environmental work would be included in grant requests 
made to the County.  Participation in the Urban County Program would reduce the City 
staff time required to otherwise compete for CDBG funding through the State CDBG or 
Small Cities Programs where City administrative costs would be anticipated to be 
higher. 
 
CEQA FINDINGS: 
 
City Council approval of the Cooperation Agreement is not considered by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to be a project.  Therefore, this action is exempt from 
the provisions of CEQA. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE AMENDMENT NO. 2 
TO COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE FOR THEIR 
SUPPORT SERVICES IN THE URBAN COUNTY CDBG AND HOME PROGRAMS 
AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
• Amendment No. 2 to Cooperation Agreement, including Amendment No. 1 and 

“Small City” Cooperation Agreement dated July 1, 2005 
• Letter from County of Orange dated March 25, 2011 
• May 24, 2005, Staff Report for 2006 – 2009 Cooperation Agreement 
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AMENDMENT TWO TO  
COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN  

THE COUNTY OF ORANGE 
AND 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS (Small City) 
 
 

 This Amendment Number TWO (hereinafter “Amendment TWO”) is made and entered 
into by the County of Orange, a political subdivision of the State of California, (“County”) 
and CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, a municipal corporation, (“City”), which are sometimes 
individually referred to as “Party” or collectively referred to as “Parties”, and is effective as 
of July 1, 2012, hereinafter referred to as “EFFECTIVE DATE”.    
 
 WHEREAS, County and City executed that certain COOPERATION AGREEMENT “Small-
City” (hereinafter “Original Agreement” or “Agreement”) for commencement July 1, 2005; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Original Agreement was amended by Amendment One, effective as of 
July 16, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”) Notice CPD-08-
04 allows “automatic” renewals for up to three years provided that County sends a letter to 
City notifying it that the Original Agreement will be renewed unless City notifies County that 
it wishes to terminate the agreement and a copy of such a letter is provide to HUD;  
 
 WHEREAS, County sent City a letter notifying City of such renewal on March 25, 2011; 
 
 WHEREAS, City did not advise County that it wished to terminate the Original Agreement 
with County;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Parties desire to further amend the Original Agreement at this time in the 
manner set forth herein. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereby agree to the following modifications to the Original 
Agreement: 
 

1. Section 2 of the Original Agreement is amended in its entirety as follows: 
 

COUNTY shall have the authority to carry out activities, which will be funded from 
annual Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Home Investment 
Partnership (HOME) and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) Program funds 
appropriated for Federal Fiscal Years 2012-2013, 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 and 
from any program income generated from the expenditure of such funds. 
 

2. Section 9 of the Original Agreement shall read as amended in its entirety as 
follows: 
 
This Agreement shall cover Fiscal Years 2012-2013, 2013-2014 and 2014-2015, 
respectively of CDBG, HOME and ESG program applications, including any 
subsequent Supplemental sources (Paragraph 23 of the Agreement).  In no event 
shall this agreement be terminated by either party before June 30, 2015, except 
as allowed in legislation enacted by the U.S. Congress for termination or 
withdrawal from the Urban County Program and as permitted by HUD. 
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3. Section 10 shall be added to Agreement to read: 
   

In accordance with HUD Notice CPD 10-02, and subsequent CPD Notices, this 
Agreement will be automatically extended for an additional three (3) year period 
(July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2018) unless COUNTY or CITY provides written notice 
that it elects not to participate in a new qualification period. COUNTY shall notify 
CITY in writing of its right not to participate any longer than the date specified in 
HUD’s Urban County Qualification Notice for the next qualification period. 
 

4. Section 11 of the original Agreement is amended to read “CITY and COUNTY 
agree to adopt amendments (s) to this agreement as may be required by HUD to 
meet any new Urban County Qualification requirement(s) subsequent to June 30, 
2014.  The COUNTY will notify CITY of its right to terminate its participation in 
the program based on the adoption of any such amendment.  If either CITY or 
COUNTY refuses to adopt any such amendment, this automatic renewal provision 
herein will be void” 

 
5. Section 24 is amended to read “City may void this agreement only if it submits to 

County on or before May 28, 2011 the notification from HUD that City has 
qualified as a “Metropolitan City” or an “Entitlement City” prior to the completion 
of the re-qualification process for Fiscal Years 2012-13, 2013-2014, and 2014-
2015.  Upon such notification by HUD, CITY also must submit to COUNTY and 
HUD written notification of its decision to either remain in the Urban County 
Program as a “Metropolitan City” or become an “Entitlement City” as a separate 
entity.  

 
6. All other provisions of the Original Agreement, as amended, a copy of which is 

attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated by this reference, to the extent 
they are not inconsistent with this Agreement, remain unchanged and in full force 
and effect. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, CITY has caused this Amendment TWO to be executed by its City 

Manager and attested by its City Clerk; COUNTY has caused this Amendment TWO to be 

executed by the Director of the Orange County Community Resources; each having been 

duly authorized by the CITY Council and the COUNTY Board of Supervisors, respectively.  

 
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
City of   , a municipal  

Corporation in the State of California                       

By:        By:      

Name:  L. ALLAN SONGSTAD, JR.   Name:  PEGGY J. JOHNS  

Title:   Mayor     Title:  City Clerk 

Date:        Date:      

 
 
 

COUNTY OF ORANGE, a political 

subdivision of the State of California 

By:       

Steve Franks, Director 

Orange County Community Resources 

Date:       

 
 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
ORIGINAL FORM CONTRACT 

APPROVED AS TO FORM and REQUIRED COUNTY COUNSEL STATEMENT: 

“The terms and provisions of the agreement are fully authorized under State and local law 

and the agreement provides full legal authority for the County.” 

By:        Date:      
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EXHIBIT A 

Cooperation Agreement “Small-City” 

 

(This page intentionally left blank) 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
CITY CLERK’S DEPARTMENT 

 
 
ISSUE: URBAN VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The City’s updated General Plan approved in 2009, added additional development 
capacity in the Urban Village Specific Plan (UVSP) area of 117,000 square feet of retail 
space, and includes an Implementation Program requiring that this information be 
inserted into the UVSP. The new General Plan’s Housing Element also requires that the 
UVSP be amended to establish a minimum residential density of 30 units per acre and 
reduce high density residential open space standards that discourage affordable 
housing.  In addition, the amendment to the UVSP includes other minor, yet important 
changes, to (1) modify the development standards in order to integrate and improve 
internal consistency between the existing commercial and residential development 
standards, (2) incorporate the mixed use application process and development 
standards already contained in the City’s Development Code, (3) insert the new AM and 
PM peak hour trips (generated by the 117,000 square feet of additional development 
capacity), and (4) update the Public Art Section to clarify the management of the funds 
collected.   
 
The City Council introduced an Ordinance at the April 12, 2011, City Council Meeting 
that amends the City’s Urban Village Specific Plan which will implement the goals of the 
City’s General Plan as required by State Law.   It is in order to adopt the Ordinance.  
 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT AN ORDINANCE 
ENTITLED:  “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 
AMENDING SECTION V OF THE URBAN VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN RELATING TO 
LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY WITH 
THE GENERAL PLAN, TO IMPROVE INTERNAL CONSISTENCY, TO 
INCORPORATE EXISTING MIXED USE APPLICATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS, AND TO CLARIFY ASPECTS OF THE PUBLIC ART PROGRAM.”  
              
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
• Ordinance  
 
0480-20/110426 Rep Urban Village Specific Plan Amendment.doc 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2011- 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION V OF THE URBAN VILLAGE 
SPECIFIC PLAN RELATING TO LAND USE AND 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY 
WITH THE GENERAL PLAN, TO IMPROVE INTERNAL 
CONSISTENCY, TO INCORPORATE EXISTING MIXED USE 
APPLICATION AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, AND TO 
CLARIFY ASPECTS OF THE PUBLIC ART PROGRAM. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, FINDS 
AND DECLARES AS FOLLOWS: 

A. On November 26, 2002, the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills 
adopted the Urban Village Specific Plan.  The Urban Village Specific Plan area 
consists of 240 acres bounded by Paseo de Valencia on the north and west, Los 
Alisos Boulevard on the south, and I-5 on the east.  The Urban Village Specific 
Plan regulates development within the Village Commercial area of Laguna Hills.  
The purpose of the Village Commercial area is to develop a community core in 
which a variety of public, regional commercial, recreational, and high density 
residential uses work in concert to create an “urban village.”  The Urban Village 
Specific Plan, which governs the land uses in this area, provides for a continuing 
mixture of land uses, including retail, residential hotel, medical offices, and 
general offices. 

B. In July 2009, the City Council adopted the 2009 Comprehensive 
General Plan Update (“Update”).  The Update targets the Urban Village Specific 
Plan area for expansion/revitalization in the future and allocates opportunities for 
commercial and residential development.  Specifically, the Update assumes 
300,000 square feet of new retail uses (an increase of 117,000 square feet over 
that allowed by the prior General Plan and existing Urban Village Specific Plan), 
a 250 room hotel, 200 residential units, and 380,000 square feet of office uses 
within the Urban Village Specific Plan area.  The Update requires changes to the 
Urban Village Specific Plan to: (1) incorporate the increased (117,000 square 
feet) development, and (2) add the Housing Element requirements that establish 
a minimum residential density standard of 30 units per acre and reduce high 
density residential open space standards that discourage affordable housing.  

C. The City Council desires to amend the Urban Village Specific Plan to 
incorporate the changes required by the Update, to modify the development 
standards in order to integrate and improve internal consistency between the 
existing Commercial and Residential development standards, to incorporate the 
mixed use application process and development standards already contained in 
the City’s Development Code, to insert the AM and PM peak hour trips from the 
Update, and to update the Public Art section to clarify the management of the 
funds collected (collectively, the “Specific Plan Amendments”).  
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D. The Specific Plan Amendments are consistent with the intent of the 
goals and policies of the General Plan as a whole, and are not inconsistent with 
any element thereof in that the Amendments will implement policies and 
strategies of the Update and provide the legislative framework for consistency 
between the General Plan and Urban Village Specific Plan within the City.  

E. The Specific Plan Amendments are necessary to prescribe reasonable 
controls and standards for affected land uses to ensure the compatibility and 
integrity of those uses with other established uses in that the new regulations will 
implement the future Urban Village study area identified in the Update while 
emphasizing increased connectivity between and within the planning area that 
would have the effect of unifying, rather than dividing, established communities 
or neighborhoods within the planning area.   

F. The Specific Plan Amendments are necessary to provide reasonable 
property development rights while protecting environmentally sensitive land uses 
and species in that the proposed amendments implement the future Urban Village 
study area identified in the Update, including developing standards and use 
regulations for the Specific Plan area in order to be consistent with the General 
Plan.   

G. The Specific Plan Amendments are necessary to correct discrepancies 
in standards or policies within the plan area in that the additional retail space and 
increase in residential density allowance will be compatible and complement the 
goals of the General Plan and the Urban Village Specific Plan.  By adopting this 
Ordinance, the City’s Urban Village Specific Plan will be consistent with the 
Updated General Plan.   

H. The Specific Plan Amendments are necessary to protect the health, 
safety, or general welfare of the community as a whole by ensuring consistency 
between the City’s General Plan elements and Urban Village Specific Plan, and 
implementing the policies and principles of the General Plan.   

I. The Specific Plan Amendments are considered a “project” pursuant to 
the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”).  A Final Program 
Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) was prepared and certified for the Update, 
which analyzed the Update program, including the proposed Specific Plan 
Amendments.  The EIR identifies: (1) some environmental effects that are less 
than significant with mitigation; (2) some potentially significant environmental 
effects that can be reduced to a less-than-significant level with mitigation; and (3) 
some significant environmental effects that cannot be mitigated to a less-than-
significant level through feasible mitigation measures. The EIR found that any 
identified significant impacts will be adequately mitigated or that there are 
overriding considerations to render such impacts acceptable.  On July 14, 2009, 
the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2009-07-14-1 certifying the EIR 
associated with the Update and adopting Findings of Fact, a Statement of 
Overriding Considerations, and a Mitigation Monitoring Program.  The Specific 
Plan Amendments are a subsequent activity within the program covered by the 
EIR. 
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J. The proposed Specific Plan Amendments make certain minor changes 
to the Update program that were not contemplated in the EIR. City Staff 
evaluated the potential environmental impacts of these changes and concluded 
that the changes will not result in any new significant impacts, or any increase in 
the severity of significant impacts identified in the EIR, and, therefore, do not 
require the preparation of a subsequent environmental impact report pursuant to 
Public Resources Code Section 21116 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15162.  
Accordingly, City Staff prepared the Addendum to City of Laguna Hills General 
Plan Final Program Environmental Impact Report (“Addendum”) to describe the 
minor changes and document the conclusion that the Specific Plan Amendments 
are within the scope of the EIR. 

K. The City Council has considered the Addendum, along with the EIR, 
prior to making a decision on the Specific Plan Amendments. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Urban Village Specific Plan Amendment. The Urban Village Specific 
Plan of the City of Laguna Hills, California, is hereby amended to incorporate text 
revisions to Section V “Land Use and Development Standards” shown in Exhibit A, 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  Upon the effective date of this 
Ordinance, the provisions set forth in Exhibit A shall supersede those provisions of 
Section V “Land Use and Development Standards” of the Urban Village Specific Plan of 
the City of Laguna Hills, California adopted on November 26, 2002. 

SECTION 2. Environmental Review.  The City Council has independently 
considered the Addendum prepared by City Staff, along with the EIR, prior to making a 
decision on the Specific Plan Amendments and has determined that, pursuant to Public 
Resources Code Section 21116 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, a subsequent 
environmental impact report is not required because (i) the Specific Plan Amendments 
are within the scope of the project  covered by the Final Program Environmental Impact 
Report for the 2009 Comprehensive General Plan Update (the “EIR”); (ii) the Specific 
Plan Amendments will not result in any new significant environmental impacts, or any 
increase in the severity of significant environmental impacts identified in the EIR; (iii) the 
circumstances under which the project is being undertaken have not substantially 
changed since the EIR was certified; and (iv) no new information of substantial 
importance, which was not known or could not have been known with the exercise of 
reasonable diligence at the time the EIR was certified, identifies a significant 
environmental effect.     

SECTION 3. Severability.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, 
clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council 
hereby declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance and each section, 
subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of the 
fact that any one or more section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion thereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 
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SECTION 4. Certification and Posting.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption 
of this Ordinance and cause the same to be posted at the duly designated posting 
places within the City and published once within fifteen days after passage and 
adoption as may be required by law; or, in the alternative, the City Clerk may cause to 
be published a summary of this Ordinance and a certified copy of the text of this 
Ordinance shall be posted in the Office of the City Clerk five days prior to the date of 
adoption of this Ordinance; and, within fifteen days after adoption, the City Clerk shall 
cause to be published, the aforementioned summary and shall post a certified copy of 
this Ordinance, together with the vote for and against the same, in the Office of the City 
Clerk. 

SECTION 5.  

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 12th day of April 2011. 

 

 __________________________________________ 
 L. ALLAN SONGSTAD, JR., MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 
 

I, Peggy J. Johns, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance No. 2011- was duly introduced and 
placed upon its first reading at a Regular Meeting of the City Council on the 12th day of 
April 2011, and that thereafter, said Ordinance was duly adopted and passed at a 
Regular Meeting of the City Council held on the 26th day of April 2011, by the following 
vote, to wit: 

AYES:   

NOES:  

ABSENT:  

ABSTAIN:  

 

(SEAL) 

 

 _____________________________________ 
 PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss  AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS )  AND PUBLICATION 

  PEGGY J. JOHNS, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

  That she is the duly appointed and qualified City Clerk of the City of 
Laguna Hills; 

  That in compliance with State Laws of the State of California, 
ORDINANCE NO. 2011-, being: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 
AMENDING SECTION V OF THE URBAN VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN 
RELATING TO LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS TO 
ENSURE CONSISTENCY WITH THE GENERAL PLAN, TO IMPROVE 
INTERNAL CONSISTENCY, TO INCORPORATE EXISTING MIXED USE 
APPLICATION AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, AND TO CLARIFY 
ASPECTS OF THE PUBLIC ART PROGRAM.   

on the 15th day of April 2011 was published in summary in The Register Newspaper 
and on the 6th day of May 2011, was published in summary in the Saddleback Valley 
News; and was, in compliance with City Resolution No. 2004-05-25-2, on the 13th day 
of April 2011 and the 27th day of April 2011, caused to be posted in summary in three 
places in the City of Laguna Hills, to wit: 

  Laguna Hills City Hall 
  Laguna Hills Community Center 
  La Paz Center 

 

 
      

 _________________________________ 
      PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 

       Laguna Hills, California 
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V. LAND USE & DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
 
 
The regulations and standards con-
tained in this section shall apply to all 
properties located within the Urban Vil-
lage area.  They are intended to serve 
as a tool for encouraging the establish-
ment of a mix of uses permitted by the 
General Plan and Development Code by 
providing standards and guidelines for 
creating an integrated village atmos-
phere while insuring functionality. The 
Urban Village Specific Plan is consistent 
with the existing provisions of the Lagu-
na Hills General Plan and Development 
Code.  In cases where this Specific Plan 
contains differing standards from the 
development code, the Specific Plan 
standard shall prevail over the Devel-
opment Code.  In cases where stan-
dards are not addressed by this Specific 
Plan, the development code require-
ments and standards shall prevail.      
 
 
PERMITTED LAND USES 
 
Table 1 identifies the permitted uses, 
and accessory uses within the Urban 
Village district.  Uses in the table are 
permitted subject to the permit criteria 
referenced.  The Conceptual Land Use 
Plan identified in Figure 6 provides a 
visual representation of the desired lo-
cation of various potential uses for eval-
uation by the City during review of de-
velopment proposals.  The Plan identi-
fies a Main Street area as the pede-
strian-oriented commercial district for 
the central core of the village.  Although 
the Plan proposes a variety of other 
uses surrounding this core area, there is 
some flexibility regarding the specific 

locations.  Any use not included on Ta-
ble 1 shall be considered prohibited.  
 
Where the symbol “P” appears in the 
status column adjacent to the land use 
category the use is permitted by right.  
When the symbol “C” appears, then the 
use may be permitted subject to the re-
view and approval of a conditional use 
permit.  Uses identified with an “A” are 
considered accessory to a primary use, 
when it is customarily incidental to the 
primary use.  Some of the uses identi-
fied in the table are considered tempo-
rary in nature, noted by the symbol “T” 
and subject to the review and approval 
of a temporary use permit.  Where there 
are special development standards or 
regulations, the Laguna Hills Develop-
ment Code section is identified.   
 
All new construction projects require the 
approval of a Site Development Permit.  
Site Development Permits are required 
in the absence of any other specified 
permit or approval and may be required 
in addition to other approvals.  Site De-
velopment Permits shall be processed in 
accordance with the provisions of Chap-
ter 9-92 of the Laguna Hills Develop-
ment Code. 
 
Mix of Uses 
 
Developments which seek to 
incorporate a mix of uses shall also be 
approved through a precise plan of 
development. A precise plan, unlike a 
specific plan, is limited to a single 
property or limited group of contiguous 
properties rather than a geographic 
area, and incorporates the standards for 

 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 4.4



  

   
 

31 

design and zoning within the adopted 
development code rather than creating 
specific standards. It is more precise 
than a site plan in that it regulates the 
exact mix of uses within the project. 
Such a process allows the community to 
assess potential impacts from the 
project and to provide a balance of uses 
and purposes that promote community 
image, reduce undesirable 
environmental consequences and 
improve the fiscal abilities of the city to 
meet locally expressed needs.  
Requirements for precise plans are 
contained in Chapter 9-92 of the Laguna 
Hills Development Code.  
 
A precise plan, upon approval, shall be 
binding upon all owners and tenants for 
which the plan is developed and shall be 
binding upon all heirs, successors, and 
assignees. An agreement shall be 
required and recorded to evidence the 
precise plan.  
 
Design of mixed use projects shall 
require that each project consider and 
incorporate (as the City deems 
appropriate) the following special 
considerations:  
 

•   Transit support facilities; 
•   Transportation demand control 

measures; 
•   Public plazas, landscape areas, 

water features; 
•   Pedestrian facilities.  

 
Specifications and standards adopted 
by the city for the above items shall be 
considered in the design and 
development of the mixed use area. 
 
The following standards are intended to 
ensure the compatibility of uses in a 

mixed use project as addressed through 
a precise plan.   
 
Security.  The residential units shall be 
designed to ensure the security of 
residents through the provision of 
secured entrances and exits that are 
separate from the non-residential uses 
and are directly accessible to parking 
areas.  Non-residential and residential 
uses shall not have common entrance 
hallways or common balconies.  These 
separations shall be shown on the 
development plan and the separations 
shall be permanently maintained. 
 
Restriction on Activities. Non-
residential uses shall be designed and 
operated, and hours of operation limited, 
where appropriate, so that neighboring 
residents are not exposed to offensive 
noise, especially from traffic, trash 
collection, routine deliveries or late night 
activity.  No use that is immediately 
adjacent to a residential use shall 
produce loading or unloading of 
materials, products, and or supplies at 
the site between the hours of 8 pm and 
7 am.    
 
Noise Standards. Residential portions 
of the project shall be designed to limit 
the interior noise caused by the 
commercial and parking portions of the 
project to a maximum of forty-five (45) 
db CNEL on an annual basis in any 
habitable room with windows closed.  
Proper design may include, but shall not 
be limited to, building orientation, double 
or extra-strength windows, wall and 
ceiling insulation, and orientation and 
insulation of vents.  Where it is 
necessary that windows be closed in 
order to achieve the required level, 
means shall be provided for 
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ventilation/cooling to provide a habitable 
environment. 
 
Vibrations and Odors. No use, activity 
or process shall produce vibrations or 
noxious odors that are perceptible 
without instruments at the property lines 
of the site or within the interior of 
residential units on the site, consistent 
with Section 9-74.050.K of of the Lagu-
na Hills Development Code. 
 

Lighting. Outdoor lighting associated 
with commercial uses shall not 
adversely impact residential uses, but 
shall provide sufficient illumination for 
access and security purposes.  Such 
lighting shall not blink, flash, oscillate, or 
be of unusually high intensity or 
brightness, consistent with Section s 9-
40.170 and 9-44.060.I of the Laguna 
Hills Development Code.  
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TABLE 1 
LAND USE MATRIX 
 

 
USE 

 
PERMITTED 

 
REFERENCE 

 
Adult Businesses SUP 

 
See Chapter 9-54 

 
Animals/Pets A 

 
See Chapter 9-56 

 
Arcade, Game C 

 
 

Bar, Tavern, Cocktail Lounge C 
 
 

 
Boarding House P  

 
Carnival/Fair/Circus T 

 
See Chapter 9-62 

Christmas Tree/Pumpkin Sale T 
 
See Chapter 9-62 

Church/temple C 
 
 

 
Commercial Recreation P  

 
Communication Facility ◊  

See Chapter 9-58 
 
Community Care Facility ◊ 

 
See Chapter 9-64 

 
Community Center C 

 
 

 
Conference/Convention Facility C 

 
 

 
Construction Office T 

 
See Chapter 9-62 

 
Convenience Store C 

 
 

 
Day Care Center ◊  

See Chapter 9-64 
 
Department Store P 

 
 

 
Drainage Facility A 

 
See Chapter 9-70 

 
Drive-thru C 

 
 

 
Dwelling, Multiple-family P 

 
 

 
Dwelling, Single-Family Attached P 

 
 

Farmers Market C 
 
 

 
Finance Institution  P 

 
 

 
Fire/Police Station C 

 
 

 
Fortune Telling P 

 
 

 
Game Court A  

See Chapter 9-70 
 
Gas Station C See Development Stan-

dards below 
 
Government Facility C  

 
Health Club C 

 
 

 
Heliport A/C  
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USE 

 
PERMITTED 

 
REFERENCE 

 
Hospital C 

 
 

 
Hotel/Motel C 

 
 

 
Library, public P  

 
Massage Establishment P ◊ 

 
See Chapter 4-28 

 
Motion Picture Theatre P 

 
 

 
Museum P 

 
 

 
Nightclub C 

 
 

Office/Business/Medical/ Headquar-
ters/Professional 

P 
 
 

 
Outdoor Event T 

 
See Chapter 9-62 

 
Outdoor Sales T 

 
See Chapter 9-62 

 
Outdoor Vending Cart/Kiosk  A/C 

 
 

 
Park, public/private P 

 
 

 
Performing Arts Center C 

 
 

Public/Private Transportation Uses P  

 
Recreation Facility, private C 

 
 

 
Recycling Event/Facility P 

 
See Chapter 9-82 

 
Restaurant P 

 
 

 
Restaurant, Fast Food/no drive-thru P 

 
 

 
Retail/Service Business P 

 
 

 
School, commercial C 

 
 

 
School, private C  

 
School, public C  

 
Senior Center C 

 
 

Single-Room Occupancy Housing 
Facility C 

 
See Chapter 9-72 

 
Swim Club C 

 
 

 
Tennis Club C 

 
 

 
Vehicle Leasing/Rental P 

 
 

 
Veterinary Clinic C 
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Note:  
 
 A   = Accessory Use  
 SUP   = Special Use Permit 
 C   = Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 
 T   = Temporary Use Permit (TUP) 
 P   = Permitted 
    ◊        = Special requirements 

 
INTENSITY OF DEVELOPMENT 
 
The allowed development intensity in 
the Urban Village is regulated based 
upon trip generation limits to insure that 
the City's Mobility Element Level of Ser-
vice (LOS) Standard "D" is not ex-
ceeded at any of the intersections within 
the area, except for specially designated 
intersections (i.e., Congestion Manage-
ment Program intersections) where LOS 
E is acceptable.  The Laguna Hills Gen-
eral Plan and Development Code con-
tain provisions requiring that individual 
development projects prepare traffic 
analysis reports to determine trip gener-
ation that would occur as the result of 
the development. This insures that the 
maximum build out trip levels evaluated 
in the General Plan Program EIR are 
not exceeded as a result of the new de-
velopment projects.  At the time that the 
General Plan was updated in July 2009, 
the Urban Village area could accommo-
date 1,243 additional AM peak hour 
trips, and 2,272 PM peak hour trips. 
 
 
Trip Budget Allocation for Future 
Development Projects 
 
New development anticipated to occur 
within the Urban Village is based upon 
the City's knowledge of potential 
projects anticipated in the area, as 
summarized below: 
   
• Retail:    300,000 square feet 
• Hotel:          250 rooms 

• Residential:    200 dwelling units 
• Medical Office (no general office):   

138,000 square feet 
• General Office (no medical office):

 380,000 square feet 
 
It should be noted that the Specific Plan 
includes provisions for flexibility in de-
velopment options, so that there could 
be more retail uses and less office uses 
established, or vice-versa, as long as 
the trip budgets are not exceeded.  The 
trip budget debiting process is based 
upon the addition or subtraction of “ve-
hicle trips”, not land use type or size of 
the project (even though land use type 
and size are used as parameters for 
calculating the trip generation potential 
of a particular project). 
 
 
Method to Determine Intensity 
 
Prior to expansion of an existing use, 
construction of a new development, or 
intensification of existing facilities, per-
sons proposing such projects shall pro-
vide an analysis of traffic impacts. The 
analysis shall be in the form of a com-
prehensive traffic study, which ad-
dresses the following: 
 
• Existing available AM and PM peak 

hour trips 
• AM and PM peak hour trip generation 

from the project 
• Post project available AM and PM 

peak hour trips 
• Critical intersection and link analysis 
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• Assessment of the impacts of the 
project upon critical intersections and 
links. 

• Statement of transportation demand 
strategies and mitigation measures to 
be implemented to reduce impacts to 
acceptable levels. 

• Analysis of methods to finance and 
implement mitigation measures. 
 

Applicants shall be permitted to develop 
to the maximum intensity of their plans 
only upon verification that trip generation 
impacts created are within the acceptable 
levels identified by the General Plan.  
Further, the proposed plan shall be con-
sistent with the requirements outlined in 
the Specific Plan. 
 
Small Projects that generate 50 or less 
peak hour trips shall only be required to 
verify that there are adequate AM and 
PM peak hour trips remaining to ac-
commodate their projects, and will not 
be required to prepare a comprehensive 
traffic study. 
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DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
 
The standards in Table 2 shall apply to 
developments within the Urban Village 
area regardless of type of use.  Within 
the Main Street area identified in Figure 
6 and along the street edges, the build-
ing setbacks, height limits, lot coverage 
and other standards of development 
may be more restrictive than the re-
quirements listed below.  These criteria 
are necessary to create an environment 
inviting to pedestrians with variations in 
building massing and scale.  These ad-

ditional development standards for new 
projects are outlined within the section 
titled Streetscape Edge Conditions be-
ginning on page 10 of the Land Use 
Plan.   
 
Gas Stations shall be required to use 
the reverse-design site layout for new 
construction to ensure compatibility with 
surrounding uses and to soften the vis-
ual impact.  This method places the 
pump islands at the rear of the site with 
the office/ store at the front to screen the 
pump islands.  

 
Item Standard 

Minimum lot size 10,000 sq. ft.  

Minimum lot width 100 ft. 

Minimum lot depth 100 ft. 

Maximum lot coverage 70% 

Density See discussion above on intensity of development.   
 
For residential projects:  a density of 30 DUs/AC (gross) to 50 
DUs/AC (gross) is allowed 

Maximum building height 75 ft. 

Minimum setback—front: 
             parking lot 
             parking structure 
             building 

 
10 ft.* 
20 ft.* 
20 ft.* 

Minimum setback—side (inte-
rior) 

10 ft. abutting residential* 
0 ft. commercial abutting non-residential* 

Minimum setback—street side  
10 ft. * 

Minimum setback—rear 20 ft. abutting residential* 
10 ft. abutting non-residential* 

Minimum open space and 
amenities 

10% ** 

Minimum landscape coverage 15% 

Minimum building separation: 
Main→Main 
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Main→Accessory 
Accessory→Accessory 

10 ft. 
2.5 ft. 
2.5 ft. 

Parking See Chapter 9-44 

Signage See Chapter 9-42 

* Modifications.  The setbacks may be modified in connection with a site development 
permit or a precise plan of development in order to promote increased pedestrian activi-
ty, provide for unified street frontage, ensure privacy and light for residential uses, pro-
vide for public spaces, and promote compatibility with existing development and the 
goals of the Urban Village Specific Plan .   
**For residential projects only.  Amenities shall include open space and land-
scape/hardscape features, such as pools, spas, play courts, etc.  The open space and 
amenities requirement is in addition to the minimum landscape coverage requirement.   
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PUBLIC ART  
 
It is the desire of the City of Laguna Hills 
to enhance the cultural and aesthetic 
environment of the City and to encour-
age creativity, education and the ap-
preciation of the arts and our cultural 
heritage. The provision of art in public 
places is one means to achieve these 
goals.  Public Art includes, but is not li-
mited to, sculptures, paintings, graphic 
arts, mosaics, photographs, fountains, 
decorative arts, and the preservation of 
historical or cultural resources.  The 
Public Art must be located in places that 
are open and easily accessible to the 
public, which may be on private or pub-
lic properties. 
 
All new developments with a total con-
struction cost of $250,000 or more shall 
provide public art and/or contribute to a 
Public Art In-Lieu Fund as part of their 
project.  The minimum value for the pub-
lic art component and/or in-lieu fee shall 
be one-half percent (0.5 %) of the total 
construction costs of the project.  For-
mula: 0.005 x Total Construction Cost = 
Value of the Public Art Component 
and/or In-Lieu Fee.  The art shall be 
prominently placed within the develop-
ment project and oriented toward the 
pedestrian experience of the site or may 
be located within an adjoining public 
plaza or Town Green.  At the discretion 
of the City, a project may be required to 
contribute to the Public Art Fund in lieu 
of providing the art.  New development 
includes the construction of new 
projects and the remodeling of existing 
facilities in excess of fifty (50) percent of 
the value of the structure.  Total con-
struction costs is determined by the val-
uation as determined by the Community 
Development Department and indicated 
on the building application submitted in 

order to obtain permits for the project. 
 
Allowable expenses from the art alloca-
tion include: the artist fee for design and 
fabrication, mountings and bases for in-
stallation of the artwork and lighting that 
is integral to the artwork.  Landscaping 
surrounding the art, delivery expenses 
and installation costs may not be in-
cluded in the art allocation.  The artist 
selected must have experience in de-
sign concepts, fabrication installation 
and long-term durability of large-scale 
outdoor artworks, and be approved by 
the City prior to selection.  Artwork must 
be constructed of durable, long-lasting 
materials that can withstand outdoor 
display and require low maintenance.  
Recommended materials include 
bronze, stainless steel, high-grade alu-
minum or hard stone.  Artworks incorpo-
rating water features must be designed 
so that the artwork can stand on its own 
should the water cease to function 
properly. 
 
The public art component of the project 
shall be reviewed and approved by the 
City in conjunction with the review and 
approval of the Site Development Permit 
for the Development Project.  Since the 
value of the art is based upon the total 
construction costs, the actual review of 
the proposed art may be a separate re-
view by the Planning Agency.  However, 
the review and approval shall be com-
pleted before the issuance of any build-
ing permits for the project. 
 
The applicant shall be responsible for 
the submittal of plans and specifications 
of the art and the proposed location for 
the City’s approval.  The Planning 
Agency shall review the design, location 
and value of the proposed art for con-
formance with the requirements and 
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goals of the Public Art Program.  The 
applicant may propose to locate the 
Public Art on the project site or at an 
appropriate off-site location in the vicini-
ty of the project.  The artwork should not 
be sited near monument signs, walls, 
benches, or utility boxes, since these 
structures may block viewing the art and 
diminish the aesthetic value of the art-
work.  The Public Art shall be created 
and installed prior to the issuance of the 
Occupancy Permits for the project. 
 
At the discretion of the Community De-
velopment Director, based upon the 
size, scale, location and construction 
costs of the project, the applicant may 
be required to contribute to the Public 
Art In-Lieu Fund rather than install a 
piece of art.  The City may commission 
and acquire artwork using the Public Art 
In-Lieu Funds.  City artwork shall meet 
the same design and location criteria as 
private artwork. 
 
 
TEMPORARY USES/ACTIVITIES  
 
Unless modified by this section, the pro-
visions of chapter 9-62 of the LHMC re-
lating to Temporary Uses, shall apply to 
properties in the Urban Village.  The 
Town Green and plazas will provide op-
portunities for a variety of temporary 
uses, some that are associated with the 
adjoining businesses and others that 
create activity to encourage pedestrian 
uses.  Other locations within the Urban 
Village may also be appropriate for tem-
porary uses. Temporary uses could in-
clude: civic ceremonies, farmers mar-
kets, festivals, live performances, fairs 
and seasonal activities.  Each temporary 
use shall be limited in size, location and 
scale to ensure that surrounding parcels 
are not impacted by the use.  Conditions 

may be placed on the use by the City to 
reduce any potential impacts.   
 
 
OUTDOOR VENDORS/CARTS/KIOSK 
 
Throughout the Urban Village, to create 
an atmosphere that encourages pede-
strian traffic and invites people to walk 
between uses, outdoor vendors are 
permitted as an accessory use, subject 
to the approval of a Conditional Use 
Permit.  While the vendors’ cart or kiosk 
may appear to be temporary in nature, 
they shall be designed to complement 
the architectural style of the other build-
ings on the site and integrated into the 
site design to provide for easy pede-
strian access.  Moving vendor carts are 
prohibited.  The size and location of 
vendor carts shall be limited to ensure 
that the business is oriented to the pe-
destrian and not the surrounding streets 
and to provide for adequate pedestrian 
circulation around the use.  When out-
door vendor uses are located within the 
Town Greens or plazas, the primary 
function of those spaces for strolling, 
sitting, walking, eating and interaction 
with others shall not be compromised.   
 
 
LIGHTING  
 
Exterior lighting shall be energy-efficient 
and shielded or recessed so that direct 
glare and reflections are contained with-
in the boundaries of the parcel, and 
shall be directed downward and away 
from adjoining properties and public 
rights-of-way. No lighting shall blink, 
flash, or be of unusually high intensity or 
brightness. All lighting fixtures shall be 
appropriate in scale, intensity, and 
height to the use it is serving. Security 
lighting shall be provided at all en-
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trances/exits.  Lighting of outdoor park-
ing areas shall be designed and main-
tained in a manner to prevent glare or 
direct illumination from intruding into any 
off-site areas.   
 
Lighting fixtures shall be provided in ac-
cordance with the Design Guidelines in 
Section IV.  In addition, uncovered 
access, parking and loading areas shall 
have a minimum of .5 foot-candles of 
illumination for general use areas and 
1.0 foot-candles of illumination for high 
use areas.  As determined by the Plan-
ning Department, high use areas in-
clude: vehicular entries and exits, park-
ing accessways, pedestrian areas, pas-
senger loading areas, areas of higher 
intensity vehicular movement; areas of 
concentrated pedestrian and vehicular 
movement, and where added security is 
desired. 
 
 
SCREENING  
 
Any equipment, whether on the roof, 
side of a structure or ground mounted, 
shall be screened from view.  The me-
thod of screening shall be architecturally 
compatible in terms of materials, color, 
shape, and size. The screening design 
shall blend with the building design and 
include landscaping when on the 
ground. Screening shall be provided in 
accordance with the Design Guidelines 
in Section IV of this specific plan. 
 

 
 
All roof-mounted equipment, except for 

solar panels meeting standards of the 
Uniform Building Code, including but not 
limited to air conditioning units, lighting 
fixtures and mechanical equipment shall 
be shielded from view from on-site park-
ing areas, adjacent streets and adjacent 
residentially zoned properties. The 
screening material must be compatible 
with and integrated into the architectural 
design of the structure.  
 
 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE  
 
All properties within the Urban Village 
Area shall be kept and maintained in a 
clean, neat, orderly, operable and usa-
ble condition.  This requirement applies 
to buildings, paving, fences, walls, 
landscaping, water, earth and any other 
structure or natural feature on the site.   
The provisions of Chapter 9-74 of the 
LHMC relating to Property Maintenance 
shall be applicable to the Urban Village.  
 
 
WALLS AND FENCES  
 
The regulations of Section 9-40.100 of 
the LHMC relating to fences, walls and 
hedges shall apply to all developments 
within the Urban Village, except where 
the Land Use Plan (Section III of this 
Specific Plan) and the Design Guide-
lines (Section IV) indicate specific edge 
conditions or design concepts.  For ex-
ample, one of the planned unifying ele-
ments of the specific plan is a 30-inch 
high stone wall or hedge within the 
parkway along the perimeter streets and 
entries.  Additional fencing in these 
areas, between the property line and 
building facade shall be prohibited. 
 
 
LANDSCAPING  
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The regulations of Section 9-46 of the 
LHMC relating to landscaping standards 
and guidelines shall apply to all devel-
opments within the Urban Village, ex-
cept where the Land Use Plan (Section 
III of this specific plan) and the Design 
Guidelines (Section IV) indicate specific 
edge conditions or design concepts.  
For example, the Landscape Plan, Fig-
ure 31, provides for certain specific loca-
tions for street trees and the Edge Con-
ditions Plan, Figure 7, and Edge Condi-
tion Sections, Figures 8 through 15, de-
lineate where groundcovers and shrubs 
will be placed along the streets. 
 
PARKING  
 
The regulations of Section 9-44 of the 
LHMC relating to access and parking 
shall apply to all developments within 
the Urban Village, except as modified 
below.  To encourage new development 
that complies with the Main Street and 
design elements of this Specific Plan, 
such as including pedestrian pathways 
and village greens, the required off-
street parking for new and existing de-
velopment may be reduced in conjunc-
tion with Site Development Permit re-
view, and approval.  The reduced park-
ing standards may be approved pro-
vided the City Council makes the follow-
ing “Reduced Parking Findings”: 
 
1. That the calculated parking demand 

for new development projects, based 
upon the recommendations and me-
thodology outlined in the Linscott, 
Law & Greenspan Traffic and Park-
ing Study dated March 7, 2002, justi-
fies a reduced parking requirement 
for the new development.  

 

2. That the proposed reduction to the 
parking standards result in a project 
which is of a superior design quality 
and functionality; and 

 
3. That the three goals of the specific 

plan relating to type of uses, pede-
strian-friendly atmosphere and Urban 
Village identity are satisfied through 
the proposal; and 

 
4. That the proposed development is 

consistent with the Land Use Plan in 
terms of the location, type of use and 
provision of pedestrian pathways, 
plazas and town greens; and  

 
5. That the project conforms to the de-

sign guidelines for the creation of an 
Urban Village with respect to set-
backs, building orientation, edge 
conditions, building massing. 

 
Reduced Parking Standards 
 
The Linscott, Law & Greenspan Traffic 
and Parking Study dated March 7, 2002, 
indicated that reduced parking stan-
dards for new development or changes 
in use within the Urban Village area 
could be supported based upon a “Con-
solidated Parking Ratio for shopping 
Centers” or a “Shared Parking Model” 
(See pages 10 through 15, and Tables 7 
through 13 of the Study).  The process 
to determine the reduced parking stan-
dard to be applied to individual projects 
shall be as follows: 
 
Application of Consolidated Parking 
Ratio for Shopping Centers 
 
Prior to expansion of an existing use, 
construction of a new development, or 
intensification of existing facilities, appli-
cants proposing such projects shall pro-
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vide an analysis of parking require-
ments.  The determination of parking 
requirements shall address the follow-
ing: 
 
• The current City Code parking ratios 

shall first be applied to the project to 
create a baseline, by calculating the 
project’s “stand-alone” parking re-
quirements. 

 
• For General Retail uses located within 

the Laguna Hills Mall property, a park-
ing ratio of 4.5 spaces per 1,000 SF of 
gross leasable area (GLA) shall be 
applied, as long as no more than 20% 
of the total GLA is in restaurant, enter-
tainment, or cinema space. 

 
• For General Retail uses located out-

side the Laguna Hills Mall property, a 
parking ratio of 4.5 spaces per 1,000 
SF of gross leasable area (GLA) shall 
be applied, as long as, no more than 
10% of the total GLA is in restaurant, 
entertainment, or cinema space. 

 
If the project does not exceed the above 
20% or 10% standards, then no addition-
al parking analysis is required and the 
reduced parking ratio may be approved, 
provided the “Reduced Parking Findings” 
are made by the City. 
 
Application of Shared Parking Metho-
dology 
 
If more than 20% of the GLA within the 
Laguna Hills Mall property, or more than 
10% of the GLA for the General Retail 
outside the Laguna Hills Mall property is 
in restaurant, entertainment or cinema 
space; then any proposed expansion of 
existing use, construction of new devel-
opment, or intensification of existing facili-
ties must apply the Shared Parking me-

thodology to calculate the required park-
ing.  However, to ensure that the Shared 
Parking model is appropriately applied to 
future expansion projects within the Ur-
ban Village, the following guidelines must 
be followed: 
 
• It should first be established that the 

individual uses have a common park-
ing footprint that is easily accessible 
by all the uses, and that the individual 
uses have different peak parking pe-
riods, to test the reasonableness of 
any potential shared use of parking in 
the Village. 

 
• If a future expansion project results in 

a change of use (switches to a differ-
ent land use category), the Shared 
Parking model must be recalculated in 
its entirety.  The resultant parking de-
mand identified from a singular 
Shared Parking calculation must nev-
er be automatically used as a “base-
line” value to debit or credit another 
(or future) project’s incremental park-
ing requirements. 

 
• Exclusive-use parking areas must be 

recognized specifically when applying 
the Shared Parking procedure, and ei-
ther carried at a continuous 100% 
parking profile during their entire pe-
riod of exclusivity, or treated entirely 
separate.  Moreover, disaggregating 
of the Shared Parking study area to 
logical subcomponents (based upon 
proximity, walking distances, specifi-
cally merged parking fields, etc) for a 
“micro” assessment is required. 

 
The process to be followed in applying 
the Shared Parking methodology shall be 
as follows: 
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• Determine what constitutes a Shared 
Parking area or zone by reviewing the 
site plan for the project.  Disaggregat-
ing the overall Shared Parking study 
area into multiple subcomponents as-
sures proximate parking supply to 
demand sources. 

 
• Calculate the Shared Parking re-

quirement utilizing the Parking Ratio 
and Profile Summary (Table 9) of the 
Linscott, Law & Greenspan Study 
dated 3/7/02, through the following 
steps: 

 
1. Identify the land uses and quanti-

ties (SF of gross floor area, num-
ber of hospital beds, etc) that can 
reasonably be expected to share a 
common parking facility or be ser-
viced by multiple parking nodes. 

 
2. Using the parking ratios in the Ta-

ble 9, determine the peak parking 
requirement for each identified 
use. 

 
3. Adjust for any parking demand 

component which will be unavaila-
ble for sharing (i.e., spaces which 
will be exclusively dedicated, or 
spaces accessible by only one use 
type). 

 
4. Using the parking profiles in Table 

9, apply the respective parking 
demand profile for each use identi-
fied. 

 
5. Determine the total parking de-

mand for each hour during the 
day.  Isolate the maximum de-
mand level. 

 
• The need for parking “contingency” 

beyond the calculation of parking re-

quirements for the project shall be 
evaluated. Additional “safety factor” 
spaces will be necessary when a 
parking area or zone is deficient, or 
when the parking needs/demand of a 
generator requires multiple parking 
sub-areas to support it. 

 
 
SIGNS  
 
The regulations of Section 9-42 of the 
LHMC relating to signs and advertising 
devices shall apply to all developments 
within the Urban Village, except as mod-
ified by the Design Guidelines (Section 
IV) and the following regulations.  
 
Permitted Signs – To encourage creativ-
ity in sign design and to foster a pede-
strian atmosphere, the following addi-
tional sign types are permitted within the 
Urban Village area, subject a determina-
tion by the City that the signs are in con-
formance with the sign Design Guide-
lines found in Section IV. 

• projecting signs,  
• painted wall signs, 
•  murals, 
•  figurative signs,  
• freeway oriented signs  
• other types of nontraditional 

signs. 
 
Size and scale – To the extent possible 
the size limits identified in Section 9-42-
090 of the LHMC shall also apply to the 
unique types of signs described above. 
In accordance with Section 9-42.180 of 
the LHMC, in conjunction with the re-
view and approval of a Master Sign 
Program, deviations to the Sign stan-
dards matrix may be granted by the 
Planning Agency based on design quali-
ty, creativity, and compatibility of the 
signage with the building architecture 

 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 4.4



  

   
 

45 

and surrounding land uses. 
  
Review Procedures – Unique sign types 
that are not listed in the LHMC, may be 
permitted through the review and ap-
proval of a Site Development Permit for 
a Master Sign Program, as outlined in 
Section 9-42.170 of the LHMC. 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE CONTRACT CHANGE 
ORDER NO. 1 AND PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 3, FINAL, IN THE NET AMOUNT OF 
$96,921.65, TO EXCEL PAVING COMPANY, FOR CITYWIDE PAVEMENT 
REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 101-G, AND AUTHORIZE THE FILING OF 
THE NOTICE OF COMPLETION AND SUBSEQUENT RELEASE OF RETENTION IN 
35 DAYS, IF NO LIENS HAVE BEEN FILED.  
 
 
042611/DEPT/PUBLIC SERVICES/CINDY/AGENDA/CITY COUNCIL/PROGRESS PAYMENT 3 CIP NO. 101-G 

 
 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 
 
ISSUE: PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 3, FINAL, FOR CITYWIDE PAVEMENT 

REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 101-G 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Work on the Citywide Pavement Rehabilitation Project, CIP No. 101-G, began on 
December 6, 2010, and was substantially completed in February 2011.  The work was 
performed by Excel Paving Company.  Work performed in February included clearing 
and grubbing, asphalt concrete overlay, cold planing, utility adjustments, traffic loops, 
and access ramps.  Following an agreement including Contract Change Order No. 1,   
the contractor has submitted the third and final progress payment request for approval. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
A routine monthly action for capital improvement projects is the submission, review, and 
approval of the contractor’s invoice.  Procedurally, field staff verifies the contractor’s 
quantities and matches them with the submitted invoice.  The unit prices and total costs 
of the project are confirmed by the office staff and a progress payment is then 
processed.  A ten (10) percent retention is withheld from each payment to assure final 
performance of the work.  The contractor for the project, Excel Paving Company, has 
submitted the third progress payment for the subject project as follows: 
 
ITEM # DESCRIPTION  QUANTITY UNIT          $  AMOUNT 
  
  1  Clearing & Grubbing          0.33 LS $66,000.00 $21,780.00 
  2  R&R 0.5’ AC             364 SF $         3.80 $  1,383.20   
  3  Cold Plane, Edge Grind    112,910 SF  $         0.13 $14,678.30 
  4  .10’ AC Overlay        - 57.70 TN $       67.00 $- 3,865.90 
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  5  .15’ AC Overlay         77.74 TN $       70.00 $  5,441.80  
  6  Adjust Manholes              44 EA $     230.00 $10,120.00 
  7  Adjust Water Valves          150 EA $     134.00 $20,100.00 
  8  Replace Traffic Loops                   14 EA $     195.00 $  2,730.00  
 13  R&R Ramps                2 EA $  2,000.00  $  4,000.00 
 
CCO No. 1 Various Extra Work               1 LS $31,323.32 $31,323.32 
 
   Total To Date  $1,533,302.81 
   Less Prior Billing  $1,425,612.09 
   Total This Period  $   107,690.72             $107,690.72 
   Less 10% Retention              ($  10,769.07) 
                    $  96,921.65 
 
This progress payment includes payment for Contract Change Order No. 1, attached, 
for miscellaneous additional work for improved pavement cross-fall and for changed 
conditions associated with over-thick concrete around utility structures.  The project is 
now complete and the filing of the Notice of Completion, attached, is recommended. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
 
The progress payment is within the Capital Improvement Program Budget for the 
Citywide Pavement Rehabilitation Project, CIP No. 101-G. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE CONTRACT CHANGE 
ORDER NO. 1 AND PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 3, FINAL, IN THE NET AMOUNT OF 
$96,921.65, TO EXCEL PAVING COMPANY, FOR CITYWIDE PAVEMENT 
REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 101-G, AND AUTHORIZE THE FILING OF 
THE NOTICE OF COMPLETION AND SUBSEQUENT RELEASE OF RETENTION IN 
35 DAYS, IF NO LIENS HAVE BEEN FILED.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

• Change Order No. 1 
• Notice of Completion 
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Recording Requested by and 
When Recorded Mail to: 
 
Peggy J. Johns, City Clerk 
City of Laguna Hills 
24035 El Toro Road 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
 
No Fee Exempt per GC§27383 
 
By: ____________________________ 
 

NOTICE OF COMPLETION 
 
Notice is hereby given that the following public improvements have been completed and 
accepted by the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills on April 26, 2011. 
 
Description of Improvements 
 
Citywide Pavement Rehabilitation Project, CIP No. 101-G:  unclassified excavation, 
pavement repairs, concrete repairs, cold planing, asphalt concrete overlay, access 
ramps, signal loops, adjustment of manhole and water valve covers, and related work.        
 
General Location 
 
Various streets northerly of Ridge Route Drive east of Moulton Parkway and various 
streets north of Santa Maria Avenue west of Moulton Parkway.  
 
Owner of Property Address   Contractor 
 
City of Laguna Hills     PALP, Inc. dba Excel Paving Company 
24035 El Toro Road     Mr. Curtis P. Brown, President 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653    2230 Lemon Avenue 
       Long Beach, CA 90806 
 
This Notice of Completion is executed under authority of a directive from the City 
Council of the City of Laguna Hills. 
 
I, Kenneth H. Rosenfield, P.E., declare under penalty of perjury that I am the City 
Engineer of the City of Laguna Hills, that I am familiar with the facts stated in the 
foregoing Notice of Completion executed for and on its behalf, and that I have read the 
foregoing Notice of Completion and know the contents thereof to be true. 
 
Dated:  April 26, 2011 
 
 
________________________________________________________ 
Kenneth H. Rosenfield, P.E., Director of Public Works/City Engineer 
City of Laguna Hills 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT A RESOLUTION 
ENTITLED: "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA 
HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING WEEDS AND RUBBISH ON SPECIFIED PRIVATE 
PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE, COMMENCING PUBLIC PROCEEDINGS, 
AND SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MAY 24, 2011." 
 
 
042611/DEPT/PUBLICSERVICES/CINDY/AGENDA/CITYCOUNCIL/2011WEEDABATEMENT 

 
 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 
 
ISSUE: 2011 WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Public Services Department requests that the City Council adopt a Resolution to 
formally initiate the annual Weed Abatement Program. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Annually, in accordance with Government Code Section 39560, et seq., the City initiates 
a Weed Abatement Program to control noxious or dangerous weeds for health and safety 
purposes and for management of fire hazards.  The Weed Abatement Program 
procedures include the following general activities: 
 
March 2011  Inspect properties for potential weed abatement  
April 26, 2011 Adopt a Resolution declaring weeds to be a nuisance and declaring 

intent to abate weeds 
April 27, 2011 Mail notices to property owners of abatement requirements and 

scheduled Public Hearing 
May 24, 2011  Hold Public Hearing and adopt Resolution of abatement order 
June 20, 2011 Initiate City weed abatement for non-compliant private properties 
June 30, 2011 Send notice to property owners of abatement costs and scheduled 

Public Hearing 
July 12, 2011  Hold Public Hearing on assessment of weed abatement costs 
July 26, 2011  Submit costs to County Assessor’s office 
 
The attached Resolution initiates the Weed Abatement Program and authorizes the 
Public Services Department to send notices to property owners advising them to remove 
any public nuisance (weeds and rubbish among other things) that, when dry, become a 
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fire hazard.  Property owners are advised that they have 30 days to comply with cleaning 
their property and that they may state their objections to the Weed Abatement Notice 
before the City Council at a Public Hearing to be held on May 24, 2011. 
 
The attached notice will be sent to approximately 530 properties.  The notice includes 
language as required by Code.  To soften this language, staff will also enclose an 
informational letter.  In the past, property owners have appropriately responded to the 
notices to abate weeds.  Last year, City contractors performed weed abatement on three 
private parcels.  
 
The Weed Abatement work is performed on a contract basis, with a five-year contract 
issued to Igi’s Landscape Services on April 13, 2010.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The work has been budgeted for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 in the amount of $40,000.  Some 
of these costs will be recovered as an assessment upon the private parcels requiring 
abatement (if any), and the balance relates to the annual clearing of City-owned 
properties. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT A RESOLUTION 
ENTITLED: "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA 
HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING WEEDS AND RUBBISH ON SPECIFIED PRIVATE 
PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE, COMMENCING PUBLIC PROCEEDINGS, 
AND SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MAY 24, 2011." 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
• Resolution 
• Weed Abatement Package 
• Weed Abatement List 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2011-04-26-                   

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING WEEDS AND 
RUBBISH ON SPECIFIED PRIVATE PROPERTY TO BE A 
PUBLIC NUISANCE, COMMENCING PUBLIC PROCEEDINGS, 
AND SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MAY 24, 2011 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA 
HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE, AND ORDER AS 
FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Pursuant to Government Code Section 39560 et seq., weeds 
growing upon or in front of, and that rubbish, refuse, and dirt upon or in front of certain 
parcels of land described in the 2011 Weed Abatement List, which is attached hereto and 
is incorporated herein by this reference, constitute a public nuisance. 

SECTION 2. If the public nuisance is not abated and removed by the owner(s) of 
the parcels of land identified and described in the attached 2011 Weed Abatement List, 
it is the intention of the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills to have such nuisances 
abated and removed by City authorities in accordance with the abatement procedures 
set forth in Government Code Section 39560 et seq., in which case the cost of such 
removal shall be assessed upon the parcel and lands from which or in front of which 
such weeds, rubbish, refuse and/or dirt are removed and that upon confirmation such 
cost will constitute a lien upon such parcel or lands until paid.  

SECTION 3. The weeds growing upon or in front of those certain parcels of land 
identified and described in the attached 2011 Weed Abatement List are seasonal and 
recurrent nuisances within the meaning of Government Code Section 39562.1 and, as 
such, upon the second and any subsequent occurrence of such nuisance on the same 
parcel or parcels within the same calendar year, no further public hearings shall be held. 

SECTION 4. The Director of Public Services/City Engineer of the City of Laguna 
Hills is hereby designated as the Public Officer to perform the abatement duties imposed 
by Government Code Section 39560 et seq. 

SECTION 5. The City Clerk is hereby directed, pursuant to Government Code 
Section 39567.1, to mail written notice of the proposed abatement to all persons owning 
property identified and described in the attached 2011 Weed Abatement List.  The City 
Clerk shall cause such written notice to be mailed to each person to whom such 
described property is assessed in the last equalized assessment roll available on the 
date this resolution is adopted by the City Council.  Such notices shall be mailed by the 
City Clerk at least five (5) days prior to the time for hearing objections by the City 
Council.  The notices mailed by the City Clerk shall be substantially in the form provided 
by Government Code Section 39566. 

SECTION 6. A public hearing concerning proposed abatement, which shall be 
conducted by the City Council, is hereby set for 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as is 
practicable, on Tuesday May 24, 2011, in the City Hall Council Chamber located at 
24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California.  At such time, the City Council shall hear 
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and consider all objections, if any, to the proposed removal of weeds, rubbish, refuse, 
and/or dirt.  By motion or resolution at the conclusion of the public hearing, the City 
Council shall allow or overrule any objections.  At that time, the City Council shall 
acquire jurisdiction to have City authorities proceed and perform the work of removal, 
pursuant to Government Code Section 39569, and shall issue an abatement order, 
which decision shall be final. 

SECTION 7. A copy of this Resolution shall be kept on file with the office of the 
City Clerk. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 26th day of April 2011. 

 
 ____________________________________ 
 L. ALLAN SONGSTAD, JR., MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 
 

I, Peggy J. Johns, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. 
2011-04-26-    adopted by the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, at a 
Regular Meeting thereof held on the 26th day of April 2011, by the following vote: 

AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 

 
(SEAL) 

 _____________________________________ 
 PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
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April 27, 2011 
 
«FULL_NAME» 
«MAILING_ADDRESS»   
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP» 
 
SUBJECT:  NOTICE TO DESTROY WEEDS AT ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER, «APN», «LOT_ADDRESS» 
 
Dear Property Owner: 
 
The City of Laguna Hills requests your assistance in reducing potential fire hazards in our community.  A recent 
inspection of open space areas revealed that the property described by the above Assessor’s Parcel Number may 
have vegetation (grass, weeds, brush, trees) or litter upon it, which may contribute to a hazardous fire condition.  As 
the owner, the condition of the property is your responsibility. 
 
The City is required to follow State law to make sure that a weed abatement program is implemented. In this regard, 
the required official notice to destroy weeds and remove rubbish and refuse is provided on the back of this letter. 
It is important to note that after June 3, 2011, property not cleared and maintained by the owner is subject to being 
cleared by City contracted crews when manpower and equipment are available.  The charges for clearing and a 
$352 administrative fee will be added to the owner’s property tax statement. 
 
THIS IS THE ONLY NOTIFICATION YOU WILL RECEIVE.  Please note that if you are no longer the owner of this 
property, you are required by law to disclose the contents of this notice to the new owner.  This disclosure must be 
made through escrow or by notifying this office of the new owner’s name and address.  Failure to properly notify the 
new owner may result in you being liable for charges assessed to the property.  
 
Please refer to the enclosed information sheets that contain general information about the City’s Weed Abatement 
Program, location of the nearest County landfill, and a list of clearing contractors for your use. 
 
Please note that there currently may or may not be vegetation on the subject parcel which may contribute to a 
hazardous fire condition, however there is a potential for growth as we approach the fire season.  
 
Property cleared and maintained free of flammable vegetation or litter is not subject to further action by this 
Department.  Regrowth of vegetation as a result of a late rainfall may necessitate additional clearing.  Property not 
maintained in a fire safe condition may be cleared by the City without further notice. 
 
Please note that discing operations on steep hillsides will not be considered an appropriate weed abatement 
measure because of dust generation & erosion issues associated with this process.  Please use alternative methods 
for clearing weeds from your hillside such as mowing, that are in compliance with the City’s clearing requirements. 
  
Your cooperation in doing the exterior hazard cleanup, either through your efforts or done by someone you hire, will 
greatly aid your fire service.  With your help, we have a better chance to protect homes and improvements and keep 
damage to a minimum if a wildfire does sweep the area. 
 
For further information, or if you have made permanent improvements to the subject property and feel that you 
should be removed from our mailing list, you may call (949) 707-2657 Monday through Friday,  or you may email 
staff at hjaved@ci.laguna-hills.ca.us. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kenneth H. Rosenfield, P.E. 
Director of Public Services/City Engineer  
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NOTICE TO 
DESTROY 
WEEDS 
AND REMOVE 
RUBBISH AND 

REFUSE 
 

Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day of April, 2011 the City of Laguna Hills City Council passed a Resolution 
declaring that noxious or dangerous weeds were growing upon or in front of the property on certain streets (or roads) in 
the City of Laguna Hills and that rubbish, refuse and dirt were upon or in front of the property on certain streets (or roads) 
in the City of Laguna Hills, including this property as more particularly described in said Resolution, and that the same 
constitutes a public nuisance which must be abated by the removal of the weeds, rubbish, refuse and dirt.  Otherwise they 
will be removed and the nuisance will be abated by City of Laguna Hills authorities, in which case the cost of such 
removal shall be assessed upon the lots and lands from which or in front of which such weeds are removed and such cost 
will constitute a lien upon such lots and lands until paid.  Reference is hereby made to the Resolution for further 
particulars.  A copy of said Resolution is on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
 
All property owners having objection to the proposed removal of such weeds are hereby notified to attend a Public 
Hearing before the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills scheduled for May 24, 2011, at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna 
Hills, California 92653 beginning at 7:00 P.M., when their objections will be heard and given due consideration.  If you 
challenge the nature of the proposed action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Laguna Hills at, 
or prior to, the Public Hearing. 
 
Dated this 27th day of April, 2011. 
 

 
By Kenneth H. Rosenfield, Director of Public Services/City Engineer 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS WEED ABATEMENT 
SUPPLEMENTAL GUIDELINES 

 
Dear Property Owner: 
 
The City of Laguna Hills conducts an annual weed abatement program designed to reduce fire 
hazards during the summer season.  This year, the program is scheduled to commence in early 
March.  The weed abatement program is done in accordance with Government Code Section 
39560, et seq., and the Orange County Fire Authority standards . 
 
Typically, in March of every year, the City’s Public Services Department performs a limited “pre-
canvassing” of private properties to identify properties, which have weeds or other noxious 
plants upon them that may pose a fire hazard during the fire season.  In April, the Department 
sends a letter and a “Notice to Destroy Weeds” to property owners for properties that have 
historically been known to have weeds on them or were observed to have weeds on them 
during the pre-canvassing; therefore, not every property owner will receive a notice.  The letters 
are sent to the property owners’ last known address as reported by the County of Orange Tax 
Assessor’s Office advising the owner to clear all weeds or noxious materials from their property 
before a pre-determined date.  Those property owners that have not performed the weed 
abatement as required are subject to the City’s contractor removing the weeds at the expense 
of the property owner.  
 
The list of fire prone plant species (on the next page) within this document will be provided to 
owners that receive notices from the Department.  Weeds identified in the list as well as any 
dead, overgrown, or dried out vegetation, plants, and trees must be removed within 100 feet of 
any structure.  Please note that the 100-foot clearance also includes distances to those 
structures that may be located on a neighbor’s property.  The Public Services Department 
considers a structure to be an inhabitable building, such as a house, or any building that houses 
animals and any building that stores real property, such as a garage or storage shed. 
 
The City wishes to avoid clearing weeds and noxious materials on private property and billing 
the property owner for this work; therefore, the best way to avoid this process is to clear the 
weeds out before the deadline stated in the official notice.  Please be reminded that persons 
who receive a Notice to Destroy Weeds and who are not the current property owner of the 
property in question MUST contact the City of Laguna Hills promptly at (949) 707-2657 or the 
person may be required to pay for any clearing work on the property done by the City, if 
applicable. 
 
The City of Laguna Hills wishes to thank you for your cooperation in making our community a 
safer place to live and work.  If you have any questions about the City’s weed abatement 
program, please call Humza Javed, Assistant Engineer, at (949) 707-2657. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Humza Javed, P.E. 
City of Laguna Hills 
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FIRE PRONE PLANT SPECIES 
 
Certain plants are considered to be undesirable in the landscape due to characteristics that 
make them highly flammable.  These characteristics can either be physical or chemical.  
Physical properties that would contribute to high flammability include large amounts of dead 
material retained within the plant, rough or peeling bark, and the production of copious amounts 
of litter.  Chemical properties include the presence of volatile substances such as oils, resins, 
wax, and pitch.  Certain native plants are notorious for containing these volatile substances. 
 
Plants with these characteristics should not be planted or maintained on private property or 
hillsides.  Should these species already exist on your property, they shall be removed within 100 
feet of any structure.  The Public Services Department considers a structure to be an 
inhabitable building, such as a house, or any building that houses animals and any building that 
stores real property, such as a garage or storage shed.   
 
These plants are referred to as “target species” since their complete removal is a critical part of 
fire hazard reduction.  These fire-prone plant species are (but not limited to): 
 
 Botanical Name Common Name 
 Cynara Cardunculus .................................... Artichoke Thistle 
 Ricinus Communis....................................... Castor Bean Plant 
 Cirsium Vulgare ........................................... Wild Artichoke 
 Brassica Nigra ............................................. Black Mustard 
 Silybrum Marianum...................................... Milk Thistle 
 Sacsola Austails .......................................... Russian Thistle/Tumblewood 
 Nicotiana Bigelevil ....................................... Indian Tobacco 
 Nicotiana Glauca ......................................... Tree Tobacco 
 Lactuca Serriola .......................................... Prickly Lettuce 
 Conyza Canadensis .................................... Horseweed 
 Heterothaca Grandiflora .............................. Telegraph Plant 
 Anthemix Cotula .......................................... Mayweed   
 Urtica Urens ................................................ Burning Nettle 
 Cardaria Draba ............................................ Noary Cress, Perennial Peppergrass 
 Brassica Rapa ............................................. Wild Turnip, Yellow / Field Mustard 
 Adenostoma Fasciculatum .......................... Chamise 
 Adenostoma Sparsifolium ............................ Red Shanks, Ribbon Bush 
 Cortaderia Selloana ..................................... Pampas Grass 
 Artemisia Californica .................................... California Sagebrush 
 Eriogonum Fasciculatum ............................. Common Buckwheat 
 Salvia Mellifera ............................................ Black Sage 
 
 
Property owners shall also remove ALL dead, overgrown, or dried out vegetation, plants, 
and trees within 100 feet of any structure. 
 
Please view typical photographs of these weeds by accessing the City’s website at 
www.ci.laguna-hills.ca.us – Forms Documents and Maps - Weed Abatement Guidelines 
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HAZARD REDUCTION 
PRIVATE CONTRACTORS 

 
 
J&J Landscaping 
Juan Zarate 
Handwork, Discing, Mowing & Palms 
714-953-7477 

Specialty Mowing Service 
Larger Commercial Lots 
Vertical & Flat Mowing, & Handwork 
760-728-1591 
800-662-3726 

  
Choice Landscape & Maintenance 
Seok Chweh 
Mowing, Trimming & Handwork 
949-212-0070 
 

Boyce Munoz 
Landscape Systems 
Handwork, Discing 
714-742-7843 (Cell) 
949-388-4938 (Fax) 

  
Spectrum Care 
Tractor, Mowing & Handwork 
949-454-6900 

Steel Clad Inc. 
Caren Hallam 
Tractor, Handwork, and Discing 
714-529-0277 

  
Ace Weed Abatement, Inc. 
Tractor, Mowing & Handwork 
951-243-9809 
 

Natures Image 
Dan Slinger 
Handwork, Tractor, Discing, & Spraying 
949-454-1225 
949-454-1215 (Fax) 

 
Tyler Hazen 
Mowing, Trimming and Handwork 
949-282-7925 
 
Kathie Aarnodt 
Executive-Suite Services, Inc. 
818-993-6300 
Emaill:  janitor99@hotmail.com  
 

 
PV Maintenance 
Tractor, Mowing & Handwork 
949-795-5227 
 
 

 
 

THIS LIST IS PRESENTED AS A CONVENIENCE TO 
THE PUBLIC.  IT IS A PARTIAL LIST AND SHOULD NOT 
BE CONSIDERED AN ENDORSEMENT BY THE CITY 
OF LAGUNA HILLS. 
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LOCATION OF NEAREST COUNTY LANDFILL: 
 

PRIMA DESHECHA LANDFILL  
32250 La Pata Avenue 

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92075 
County Landfills Information Number: (714) 834-4000 

 
OPERATING HOURS 

Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. for all customers 
Commercial Trucks and Dump Trucks ONLY from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

 
LOCATION MAP 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE URBAN 
FORESTRY GRANT AGREEMENT NO. 8CA10902 WITH THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION.  
 

 
041211/DEPT/PUBLIC SERVICES/CINDY/AGENDA/CITY COUNCIL/URBAN FORESTRY GRANT 
 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

 
ISSUE: URBAN FORESTRY GRANT FOR THE GREEN TREES FOR THE 

GOLDEN STATE PROGRAM   
 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
On January 11, 2011, City Council authorized the submission of a final grant application 
to the State of California for the Green Trees for the Golden State Program for the 
purpose of planting approximately 600 trees in the City.  The California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has approved of the City’s grant application 
and awarded the grant in the total project amount of $100,000 ($75,000 grant, $25,000 
matching funds).  Following completion of the agreement execution, the project is 
anticipated to begin during summer 2011.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On September 28, 2010, the City submitted a Concept Proposal to CAL FIRE for grant 
funds under the program named “Green Trees for the Golden State” to facilitate the 
planting of 15-gallon trees in two general locations within the City.  Subsequently, 
CAL FIRE advised the City that the Concept Proposal was accepted and a Final 
Proposal was then submitted following the January 11, 2011, City Council approval.  By 
letter of March 24, 2011, attached, CAL FIRE has advised that the City’s grant 
application for the planting of approximately 600 new trees has been approved. 
 
The intent of the Green Trees for the Golden State Program for the City is to plant 
approximately 500 trees in vacant parkways in front of residential properties, at which 
the property owners are supportive of the tree planting, in the area bounded by Alicia 
Parkway, Paseo de Valencia, Cabot Road, and Interstate 5.  Many of these streets are 
known as the “tree streets” as they have tree species names for street names.  An 
additional 100 trees are proposed to be planted along the bike trail between Via Lomas 
Street and Moulton Parkway north of Alicia Parkway, adjacent to the City’s wetlands 
habitat area. 
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Upon completion of the execution of the grant agreement and authorization to proceed 
issued by the State, staff will initiate an extensive public communication program to 
advise property owners of the proposed project and to seek their support in caring for 
the trees that will be planted in their neighborhood.  Volunteers will also be sought to 
assist with the tree planting program depending upon the community’s interest in 
participating in the planting effort.   
 
By City Council Resolution No. 2011-01-11-1, the City Manager was authorized to 
execute the Urban Forestry Grant Agreement.  The attached Grant Agreement, 
No. 8CA10902, establishes the terms and conditions of the grant.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The Green Trees for the Golden State Urban Forestry Grant issued by the State of 
California requires a total obligation of $100,000 (a $75,000 grant of funds with a 
requirement for $25,000 match) for this project which is proposed to be included in 
Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Capital Improvement Program Budget.   
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE URBAN 
FORESTRY GRANT AGREEMENT NO. 8CA10902 WITH THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION.  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

• March 24, 2011 letter 
• Urban Forestry Grant Agreement No. 8CA10902 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL:  (1) APPROVE THE GRANT 
APPLICATION FOR THE MEASURE M2 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 
ALLOCATION PROGRAM, TIER 1 GRANT PROGRAM; AND (2) ADOPT A 
RESOLUTION ENTITLED:  "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDS 
FOR THE MEASURE M2 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP ALLOCATION PROGRAM, 
TIER 1 GRANT PROGRAM UNDER ORANGE COUNTY LOCAL TRANSPORTATION 
ORDINANCE NO. 3 FOR THE LAGUNA HILLS DEBRIS GATES PROJECT." 
 
 
042611/DEPT/PUBLIC SERVICES/CINDY/AGENDA/CITY COUNCIL/MEASURE M2 ENV CLEANUP 
 
   
  
 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 
 
ISSUE: MEASURE M2 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP ALLOCATION 

PROGRAM, TIER 1 GRANT PROGRAM  
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Orange County Local Transportation Authority’s Ordinance No. 3 (M2 Ordinance) 
provides for two percent of gross revenue to be dedicated to protecting Orange County 
beaches and waterways from the conveyance of urban runoff associated with 
transportation generated pollution.  The M2 Environmental Cleanup Allocation Program 
(ECP), Tier 1 Grant Program ensures that funds will be used on a countywide competitive 
basis to meet Federal Clean Water Act standards for controlling transportation-generated 
pollution by funding nationally recognized Best Management Practices (BMPs) for water 
quality benefits.  Staff proposes to submit an application for the installation of debris gates 
or retractable catch basin screens at sixty-nine (69) catch basin locations throughout the 
City as a part of this funding program.  City Council approval of the application and the 
related Resolution is recommended.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On February 14, 2011, the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) issued the 
Measure M2 ECP, Tier 1 Grant Program 2011 Call for Projects.  An estimated 
$2.8 million in Measure M2 funds for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 are being made available 
to eligible applicants, which includes Orange County cities and the County of Orange, 
on a competitive basis.  The maximum grant amount is $100,000 per project, with a 
$500,000 maximum per agency.  
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The Measure M2 ECP, Tier 1 Grant Program is designed to mitigate the more visible 
forms of pollutants, such as litter and debris that collect on the roadways and in the 
catch basins prior to being deposited in waterways and the ocean.  It consists of funding 
for equipment purchases and installation of screens, filters, and inserts at catch basins.  
Funds allocated by OCTA for each awarded project will be available by July 1, 2011, 
and projects must begin construction by June 30, 2012.  A minimum match of twenty- 
five (25) percent is required for this program.  The matching funds can be provided by 
cash contributions and/or in-kind services.  In-kind services can include salaries and 
benefits for employees who work directly on the project including ongoing operation and 
maintenance of the equipment.  
 
Staff has prepared an application for ECP grant funds, attached.  The minimum twenty-
five (25) percent matching requirement is proposed to be achieved through in-kind 
services of ongoing inspection and County crew maintenance of the proposed debris 
gates.  A Resolution in support of the funding application has also been included as an 
attachment to this report. 
 
The County of Orange has entered into Master Agreements with several equipment 
vendors as a part of this call for projects.  Agencies can utilize the County’s Master 
Agreements or use their own procurement process to secure Tier 1 BMP equipment.  
Staff prepared the Measure M2 ECP, Tier 1 Grant Program application based upon a 
proposal from G2 Construction, Inc. (formerly U.S Enviro-net Services, Inc.) for its “CAM 
lock automatic retractable debris gates.”  Since 2005, G2 Construction, Inc. has 
installed debris gates on over 170 catch basins throughout the City.  The debris gates 
remain closed during dry weather to prevent trash, debris, animals, and pollutants from 
entering the catch basin.  The unwanted debris stays next to the curb for pick up 
through routine street sweeping.  During heavy rain events the gate automatically rises, 
without staff assistance, to prevent street flooding.  Once the water flow slows down, the 
gate automatically closes and remains closed when dry.  
 
Although other vendors, such as United Stormwater Inc., have developed similar 
retractable screens, the cost of G2 Construction Inc.’s CAM lock automatic retractable 
debris gate remains highly competitive.  For example, a four-foot gate provided by G2 
Construction, Inc. is $375 versus $415 for an automatic retractable screen provided by 
United Stormwater, Inc.  Moreover, the CAM lock pulley system in the G2 debris gate 
remains a high quality product.  G2 Construction, Inc. is a licensed Contractor, and has 
provided services to numerous agencies throughout the State from San Francisco to 
Los Angeles including the City of Santa Monica, City of Cypress, and others.  If funding 
for this program is awarded, staff will propose a sole source purchase and installation of 
all of the debris gates as provided by G2 Construction, Inc. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The work has been proposed in the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Budget in the amount of 
$65,000.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL:  (1) APPROVE THE GRANT 
APPLICATION FOR THE MEASURE M2 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 
ALLOCATION PROGRAM, TIER 1 GRANT PROGRAM; AND (2) ADOPT A 
RESOLUTION ENTITLED:  "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDS 
FOR THE MEASURE M2 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP ALLOCATION PROGRAM, 
TIER 1 GRANT PROGRAM UNDER ORANGE COUNTY LOCAL TRANSPORTATION 
ORDINANCE NO. 3 FOR THE LAGUNA HILLS DEBRIS GATES PROJECT." 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
• Resolution 
• Grant Application 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE PLANNING AGENCY: (1) CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING; AND (2) ADOPT A RESOLUTION ENTITLED: “A RESOLUTION OF THE 
PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT/MASTER SIGN 
PROGRAM/VARIANCE NO. 2-11-1877, A REQUEST BY G&M OIL COMPANY TO 
RECONSTRUCT THE EXISTING GAS STATION AND ADD A NEW 1,316 SQUARE 
FOOT CONVENIENCE STORE, LOCATED AT 23991 EL TORO ROAD IN THE 
VILLAGE COMMERCIAL (VC) ZONING DISTRICT.” 
 
   

    

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

PLANNING AGENCY 
AGENDA REPORT 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 
ISSUE: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT/MASTER 

SIGN PROGRAM/VARIANCE NO. 2-11-1877, A REQUEST BY G&M OIL 
COMPANY TO RECONSTRUCT THE EXISTING GAS STATION AND 
ADD A NEW 1,316 SQUARE FOOT CONVENIENCE STORE, LOCATED 
AT 23991 EL TORO ROAD IN THE VILLAGE COMMERCIAL (VC) 
ZONING DISTRICT 

 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
G&M Oil Co. (“G&M Oil”) has filed an application to reconstruct the existing Chevron 
gas station at 23991 El Toro Road in the Village Commercial (VC) zoning district. The 
request includes a complete redesign and reconstruction of the site, including new 
fueling islands and canopy, a new 1,316 square foot convenience store, new signage, 
and new landscaping.  Due to the substandard size of the site and its configuration, a 
number of variances for a variety of development standards are required, including 
setbacks, site layout, parcel size, circulation, and landscaping requirements.  Due to the 
City’s acquisition of a fifteen-foot wide portion of the property to accommodate the 
Avenida de la Carlota (“Carlota”) street widening project, the existing gas station 
structures must be demolished and reconstructed.  Currently, the site is non-conforming 
in many ways, including the size of the parcel, the site design, and signage.  While the 
non-conformities cannot be eliminated entirely due to the small size of the lot, the 
proposed design is an overall improvement to the site and existing non-conformities are 
decreased where possible.   
 
Staff has reviewed the Development Code requirements as well as General Plan 
issues, goals, and strategies, and has determined that the proposed project, subject to 
conditions of approval, will not result in any significant adverse impacts to the public 
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health, safety, and general welfare.  The project is categorically exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”). 
 
AUTHORITY: 
 
The LHMC Sections 9-92.080 C, F, G, and H grant the Planning Agency the authority to 
approve applications such as this for Conditional Use Permits, Variances, Site 
Development Permits, and Master Sign Programs, respectively.  A Conditional Use 
Permit is required for gas stations in the Village Commercial Zoning District and Site 
Development Permits are required for most development projects, and are specifically 
required in conjunction with a Master Sign Program.  Variances are used when a 
particular site cannot, because of special circumstances unique to the site, meet 
development code requirements such as lot size, setbacks, etc.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The subject site is located at the northwest corner of El Toro Road and Avenida de la 
Carlota (“Carlota”).  It is an existing Chevron station, which contains seven (7) double-
sided gas pumps with fueling canopy and approximately 300 square feet of storage 
areas, mechanical room, an employee restroom, and an attendant booth selling limited 
sodas, snacks, cigarettes, and other similar items.    
 
The station was originally approved by the County of Orange (“County”) prior to 1981.  
In 1981, the County approved SP 81-54P, an application to change signage at the site 
from “Texaco” to “Mobil.”  At that time, the layout of the site was essentially the same as 
it is now.  Sometime prior to 1997 a seventh fuel pump was added.  In 1996 the area 
north of El Toro Road, including the subject site, was annexed to the City of Laguna 
Hills.  In 1997, the Planning Agency approved CUP 97-012, a similar application to the 
one before you now.  CUP 97-012 was filed in response to the County’s plans for the 
widening of Carlota.  This CUP contained six (6) double-sided fuel pumps under a 
canopy with a 600 square foot convenience store.  When the County was not able to 
complete the widening project, CUP 97-012 was not implemented.  In 2009, the current 
owners worked with the City to bring several non-conformities on site up to Code. 
 
In the past there have been issues with petroleum hydrocarbon contamination at this 
site.  Soil and groundwater remediation activities have been conducted at this site under 
the regulatory oversight of the State of California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Santa Ana Region (RWQCB-SAR).  Staff has reviewed the most recent Quarterly 
Status Report submitted by the applicant to the RWQCB-SAR detailing the status of the 
hydrocarbon plume remediation.  The remediation required by the RWQCB-SAR 
continues to be implemented.  Additionally, this site will be further cleaned due to the 
construction and grading that will take place to implement this project.  All contaminated 
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soils encountered during the implementation of this project will be removed from the site 
and disposed of appropriately.  This issue is a pre-existing condition (prior to the subject 
request) and continues to be addressed by the applicant under the regulatory oversight 
of the RWQCB-SAR.  Therefore, staff feels that this should not be a factor in 
determining the impacts of the project being proposed today nor be a roadblock to City 
approval of this project.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS: 
 
Site Plan 
 
As shown on the attached site plan, G&M Oil is requesting to demolish the existing gas 
station and to rebuild it (and a small convenience mart) on the residual smaller parcel 
created by the Carlota street widening.  Specifically, they will be building a new fueling 
canopy with four (4) double-sided fuel pumps, reflecting a decrease in the number of 
fueling pumps and the size of the canopy.  The canopy will be designed in a clean, 
contemporary look – an improvement over the current, somewhat dated canopy 
structure.  The applicant is also requesting to install a small convenience store in the 
back corner of the site.  The area of the convenience store will be 1,316 square feet.  
Approximately half of the new convenience store will be sales area, while the balance 
will be storage, restroom, and utility area.  The existing two (2) underground fuel storage 
tanks will be removed and replaced with two (2) new underground storage tanks.   
 
Single driveways providing access/egress to El Toro Road and Carlota will be retained.  
However, a new shared driveway between the subject parcel and the new Ashley 
Furniture site is proposed.  Condition 26 has been added to ensure that if no agreement 
is reached with the adjacent property (Ashley Furniture), G&M Oil will be required to 
finish this area of the site with a curb and planter area consistent with the landscape 
area adjacent to the parking spaces.  
 
Master Sign Program 
 
The applicant is proposing changes to the signage program at the gas station. 
Currently, there are several legal non-conforming signs on site, including a large, thirty 
foot tall pole sign and a roof sign.  The new signage program removes the non-
conforming signs and replaces them with new canopy signage, a new corner 
monument, price signage along El Toro and Carlota, pump spanners, and a wall sign for 
the convenience store.  Generally the signage proposed is conforming to current codes.   
The maximum height for monument signs is four (4) feet (LHMC § 9-42.090), however, 
deviations from the sign standards may be granted by the Planning Agency with the 
approval of a Master Sign Program (LHMC § 9-42.180).  The monument signs proposed 
are 3’10 ½” plus the height of the base (listed at a “varying” height), which will likely 
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exceed 1 ½”. To limit the overall height of the sign, staff has included a condition of 
approval (Condition 23) that limits the overall exposed height of the sign to five (5) feet.  
Staff feels this proposal is appropriate for the following reasons. (1) The monument sign 
areas meet Code requirements; in fact the corner monument is only twenty square feet 
– half what is permitted by Code.  (2) The monument is replacing a 30-foot high pole 
sign with a much larger area.  (3) Once the landscaping is installed, the base will not 
even be visible. In addition, a variance is being requested for the monument sign 
setbacks.  This request will be discussed in the “Variances” section of this report.  
 
The signage plan also shows the aggregate area of signage exceeding the total area 
allowed by Code.  This is due to the fact that the applicant calculated the signage area 
incorrectly.  Staff has been working with the applicant to correct this minor issue.  An 
updated signage plan has been included with the plans (Attachment 5).  Staff has 
included Condition No. 28, which requires the applicant to submit corrected, full sized 
drawings to be recorded in the project file.    
 
Parking and Circulation 
 
The applicant is proposing four (4) parking spaces (including one handicapped 
accessible space) plus one (1) additional space in front of the air/water station.  The 
parking supplied meets the amount of parking required by Code (4 spaces). 
 
While the new small convenience store increases the total square footage of 
convenience area by about 1000 square feet, the number of gas pumps is decreasing 
by almost half (14 pumps to 8 pumps).  Using the Institute of Transportation Engineers 
rates for average trip generation for a Gasoline Service Station with Convenience 
Market (Land Use 945) on a weekday during the Peak PM Hour, staff did a traffic 
analysis for the existing and proposed gas station layouts.  The findings of this analysis 
were that the theoretical trip generation for the proposal represents a 32.3% decrease in 
overall trip generation from what currently exists at the site.   
 
On-site circulation at the site is somewhat limited due to the small size of the lot.  The 
LHMC requires a twenty-four (24) foot drive aisle for two-way traffic.  The applicant 
maintains this width for the major driveway through the site; however, a variance is 
requested for the drive aisle on the northeast side of the pump canopy, along Carlota, 
and for general circulation around the pump islands.  This request will be discussed in 
the “Variances” section of this report.  
 
Design/Aesthetic Elements 
 
Overall, staff believes that the design elements of the new gas station and convenience 
store represent an improvement to the subject site.  However, the plans attached to this 
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report reflect several aesthetic issues that staff felt should be addressed.  Staff has 
been working with the applicant to correct these issues including the overall cohesion of 
the two buildings on the site, as well as adding more design articulation to the Extra Mile 
convenience store building.  Staff has recently received updated elevations that address 
staff’s concerns adequately.  These updated elevations were not available at the time 
the staff report was finalized; however, staff will have these additional elevation 
drawings available for the Planning Agency at the scheduled public hearing.  Condition 
20 has been added, which requires G&M Oil to submit updated, full sized elevation 
drawings to be recorded in the project file.    
 
Variances Requested 
 
The subject lot is 16,160 square feet, and has been operating as a gas station for over 
thirty (30) years.  The size of the lot has been reduced over the years due to road 
widening projects on both Carlota and El Toro Road, representing a circumstance 
unique to this site.  To maintain functionality of this site as a gas station, several 
variances are needed. Generally, these variances represent existing non-conformities 
on the site, which are being reduced, but which still do not meet current Code 
requirements.   
 

• Lot size: 
The Urban Village Specific Plan (“UVSP”), Chapter V, Table 2, requires a 
minimum lot size of 30,000 square feet for gas stations.  The existing site is 
currently below this requirement and will be further reduced to 16,160 square feet 
due to the City’s widening project of the adjacent portion of Carlota.  The small lot 
size is the result of road widening projects that have occurred over the years and 
represent a unique circumstance.  

 
• Site layout: 

The UVSP, Chapter V (page 34) requires gas stations to use the reverse-design 
site layout for new construction.  This method places the pump islands at the rear 
of the site with the office/store at the front to screen the pump islands.  Due to the 
small size of this site – approximately half the size of what is required for gas 
stations – the reverse design layout is not feasible in this instance. 

 
• Monument sign setbacks: 

LHMC § 9-42.220 requires a five (5) foot setback from the public right-of-way for 
monument signs.  There are three monument signs proposed.  One at the corner 
of El Toro and Carlota and two additional price sign monuments, one on El Toro 
and one on Carlota.  No variance is requested for the larger corner monument.  
However, due to the small size of this property, the other two smaller price signs 
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are only set back 2’3” from the public right-of-way.  These signs are as far back 
as they can be positioned in the landscape planters and they are out of the sight 
triangles for the intersection.     

 
• Landscaping: 

The UVSP requires fifteen (15) percent of commercial lots be landscaped.  The 
LHMC also requires that twenty (20) percent of parking spaces be shaded by 
tree canopy (LHMC § 9-44.060).  In this case, the applicant is unable to meet 
these requirements due to the reduced size of the lot and therefore reduced area 
available for landscaping.  The proposed site plan provides 14.6% landscape lot 
coverage and 13.4% of parking spaces shaded by tree canopy.  The landscaping 
provided is attractive and represents an improvement over what currently exists 
at the site.  The proposed landscape plan shows one Pink Trumpet tree in the 
landscape planter on each street frontage.  Staff believes the landscape planter 
along Carlota is long enough to accommodate a second tree, and that the overall 
aesthetics of the site would be improved by this addition.  Condition No. 24 has 
been added to the conditions of approval to require the planting of one additional 
Pink Trumpet Tree in the edge landscape planter along Carlota. 
 

• Circulation: 
The LHMC § 9-44.D requires that two-way drive aisles be twenty-four (24) feet 
wide.  The main drive through the site connecting the two driveways maintains 
this width; however, circulation around the pump islands themselves is very 
limited, leaving only space for the width of one car in some areas.  Staff is 
supportive of this variance because the overall on-site circulation can be 
maintained with the main driveway between the two entrances to the gas station, 
which maintains a width of at least twenty-four (24) feet at all points.  This 
variance is required to maintain the ability of this site to continue to function as a 
gas station with the reduced size of the lot due to the adjacent street widening. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
A total of eleven (11) public hearing notices were mailed to surrounding property owners 
within a 300-foot radius of the subject site.  To date, staff has not received any 
comments. 
 
CEQA FINDINGS: 
 
Staff has reviewed the proposed project for compliance with CEQA.  Upon completion 
of this review, it has been determined that the proposed project is categorically exempt 
from CEQA, pursuant to CEQA Guideline Sections 15302 (Class 2, Replacement or 
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Reconstruction), 15303 (Class 3, New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures), 
15305 (Class 5, Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations), and 15311 (Class 11 
Accessory Structures).  Categorical Exemptions are designated for classes of projects 
which have been determined not to have a significant effect on the environment and 
which have therefore been exempted from the requirements of CEQA.  The Class 2 
exemption applies to the replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and 
facilities where the new structure will be located on the same site as the structure 
replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure 
replaced.  Here, the existing fueling islands and canopies will be replaced.  The Class 3 
exemption applies to the installation of new, small structures such as stores not 
exceeding 2,500 square feet.  The proposed convenience store here will be 1,316 
square feet.   The Class 5 exemption applies to minor alterations in land use limitation, 
including the setback variances proposed for the project here.  The Class 11 exemption 
applies to the construction of minor structures accessory to existing commercial uses, 
including the construction of on-premise signs as proposed for the project here.  Based 
on the foregoing, it is hereby determined that the project is exempt from CEQA.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
In general, staff supports the project and believes it represents an overall improvement 
to the site.  While the new design does add a convenience store to the site, the traffic 
calculations indicate that the new design represents a less intense use than currently 
exists, in terms of trips generated.  With the updated elevations that address staff’s 
concerns about the colors and finishes on the canopy and convenience store, the site 
will look fresher and more contemporary.  In general, the variances requested, with the 
exception of lot size, represent existing conditions in which non conformities are being 
reduced.  For example, the signage proposed, while still requiring a small variance 
relative to setbacks, is decreasing the overall non-conformity of signage on site.  The 
variances requested can all be attributed to the small lot size and configuration – a 
result of the City’s Carlota widening project.  Given the importance of the widening of 
this portion of Carlota to improve traffic flow at this key point within the City, 
accommodations should be made for the existing businesses that are affected by this 
widening, that they might continue to operate. 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE PLANNING AGENCY: (1) CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING; AND (2) ADOPT A RESOLUTION ENTITLED: “A RESOLUTION OF THE 
PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT/MASTER SIGN 
PROGRAM/VARIANCE NO. 2-11-1877, A REQUEST BY G&M OIL COMPANY TO 
RECONSTRUCT THE EXISTING GAS STATION AND ADD A NEW 1,316 SQUARE 
FOOT CONVENIENCE STORE, LOCATED AT 23991 EL TORO ROAD IN THE 
VILLAGE COMMERCIAL (VC) ZONING DISTRICT.” 
 
   
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1.  Resolution of Approval 
2.  Letter of Justification  
3.  Color elevations 
4.  Colors and materials 
5.  Updated signage program 
6.  Plans 
 
J:\DEVELOP\0600 (Discretionary Apps)\0610-55 (Use Permits)\2011 CUPs\CUP-02-11-1877 G&M Oil Chevron 

 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 5.4.1



1 
763203.1 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  PA2011- 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING AGENCY OF THE 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/SITE DEVELOPMENT 
PERMIT/MASTER SIGN PROGRAM/VARIANCE NO. 02-
11-1877, A REQUEST BY G&M OIL COMPANY TO 
RECONSTRUCT THE EXISTING GAS STATION AND ADD 
A NEW 1,316 SQUARE FOOT CONVENIENCE STORE, 
LOCATED AT 23991 EL TORO ROAD IN THE VILLAGE 
COMMERCIAL (VC) ZONING DISTRICT 

The Planning Agency of the City of Laguna Hills, California, hereby finds, 
determines, declares, and resolves as follows: 

WHEREAS, an application for Conditional Use Permit/Site Development 
Permit/Master Sign Program/Variance (CUP/SDP/MSP/VA) No. 02-11-1877 has been 
received to reconstruct the existing gas station, and add a 1,316 square foot 
convenience store, located at 23991 El Toro Road in the Village Commercial (VC) 
Zoning District; and  

WHEREAS, CUP/SDP/MSP/VA No. 02-11-1877 is hereby found to be 
Categorically Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) based 
upon the following exemptions: Class 2 (CEQA Guidelines §15302, Replacement or 
Reconstruction), Class 3 (CEQA Guidelines §15303, New Construction of Small 
Structures), Class 5 (CEQA Guidelines §15305, Minor Alterations in Land Use 
Limitations), and Class 11 (CEQA Guidelines Sections 15311, Accessory Structures) 
exemptions; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Agency has considered evidence presented by 
the Community Development Department, the applicant, and other interested parties 
with respect to the subject application at a public hearing held on April 12, 2011. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF 
LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE, AND 
ORDER AS FOLLOWS:   

SECTION 1.  The above recitals are true and correct, and are incorporated 
herein by reference. 

SECTION 2.  That the required findings by the City for approval of 
CUP/SDP/MSP/VA No. 02-11-1877 have been met and made as follows: 

Conditional Use Permit 
 

1.  The proposed use is consistent with the General Plan in that: 
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The General Plan designates the site as Village Commercial (VC). This 
General Plan designation provides for the development and maintenance 
of medium intensity commercial uses that serve the needs of the motoring 
public in the local community and the regional area, and that take 
advantage of the access and visibility provided by Interstate 5.  Gas 
stations and convenience stores are considered medium intensity 
commercial uses and are therefore consistent with the Village Commercial 
designation. 

 

2.  The nature, condition and development of adjacent uses, buildings, and 
structures have been considered and the proposed conditional use will not 
adversely effect or be materially detrimental to the adjacent uses, 
buildings, or structures in that:  

The site has been occupied by a gas station since its original 
development nearly thirty years ago.  This Conditional Use Permit, 
therefore, does not change the existing and historical use of the site.  The 
Conditional Use Permit authorizes the replacement of the existing gas 
station with a modernized facility that includes a convenience store.  And 
given the fact that surrounding development consists of a wide variety of 
building styles, the design of the proposed project will be compatible with 
surrounding development.  The proposed conditional use, therefore, will 
not adversely affect or be materially detrimental to the adjacent uses, 
buildings, or structures.   

3.  The proposed site is adequate in size and shape to accommodate the use 
and integrate it with the existing and planned uses in the vicinity in that: 

Although the size of the site has been reduced and the shape of the site 
has been modified to accommodate the adjacent road widening, the 
proposed project calls for a more efficient, less-intense use on the 
reduced site while maintaining on-site circulation.  The design of the 
project utilizes building materials, architectural features, and massing that 
are compatible with the existing and planned surrounding land uses.  The 
site is therefore adequate in size and shape to accommodate the 
proposed project, which can be integrated with the existing and planned 
uses in the vicinity.     

 
4.  All required development standards prescribed by the Laguna Hills 

Development Code can be achieved in that: 
 

The proposed development complies with the height, parking, and building 
setback provisions of the Urban Village Specific Plan.  However, given the 
reduction in the subject site size and shape due to adjacent road 
widening, a number of variances to the City’s development standards are 
necessary to accommodate the proposed project.  The granting of 
variances by the Planning Agency provides for deviations to landscape, 
parking/circulation, signage, site layout, and parcel size requirements while 
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ensuring that the new project represents a significant improvement to the 
subject site.  The reduction in the subject site size and the change to the 
site’s shape due to adjacent roadway widening represents a special and 
unusual circumstance which qualifies the project for the subject variances.   

 

5. The conditions and limitations placed upon the use are necessary to 
insure compatibility with adjacent or abutting uses and the preservation of 
the public peace, safety, and welfare in that: 

 

The conditions imposed on the project approval are intended to address 
short-term and long-term potential impacts of the gas station and 
convenience store on community aesthetics, circulation, water quality, 
noise, and air quality.   

 
Site Development Permit 
 

1. The site design complies with standards of the development code in that: 
 
With the conditions of approval, the project meets and/or exceeds the 
development code standards relative to height, building setbacks, and 
parking.  However, given modifications to the subject site due to adjacent 
road widening, a number of variances to the City’s development standards 
are necessary. The reduction in the subject site size and the change of the 
site’s shape due to the adjacent road widening represents a special and 
unusual circumstance, which qualifies the project for the subject variances.                                 

 
2. The site is suitable for the proposed development in that: 

 
The site is already used as a gas station, and the proposed development 
includes the reconstruction of the gas station and addition of a small 
convenience store.  Gas Stations and Convenience Stores are permitted 
uses in the Village Commercial (VC) Zone subject to a conditional use 
permit. 

 
3. The project is consistent with the general plan and applicable design 

guidelines in that: 
 
 According to the General Plan, the purpose of this area is to develop a 
community core with a wide variety of uses with a goal of ensuring 
development is compatible with neighboring uses. Not only are gas 
stations permitted in this area, but they are also compatible with 
neighboring uses due to the close proximity of the site to the freeway. 
Since neighboring development consists of a wide variety of building 
styles and the Urban Village Specific Plan specifically encourages 
diversity in its design guidelines, the design of the proposed project will be 
compatible with surrounding development. 
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4. The site design and structural components are appropriate for the site and 
function of the proposed uses in that: 

 
The gas station and convenience store have been designed consistent 
with the Chevron Gas Station design criteria.  The design of the project 
utilizes building materials, architectural features, and massing that are 
compatible with surrounding land uses.   

 
Master Sign Program  
 

1.  The design and application of the sign criteria required by the 
Development Code are satisfied by the proposed sign program in that: 

With adoption of the Resolution of Approval and associated conditions of 
approval, the building and monument signage will comply with the 
Development Code.   

2. The sign program provides a compatible and harmonious design between 
advertising, landscaping, and building design in that: 

The proposed signage features basic colors, a simple letter style, and 
basic materials.  The internally illuminated channel lettering mounted on 
the gas station canopy will enhance the visibility of the business in an 
orderly, tasteful manner.  With implementation of conditions of approval, 
the monument sign and price signs will be constructed in a manner that 
reflects the aesthetic quality of the community. 

 
Variance 
 

1. The strict application of the Development Code deprives the property 
owner of privileges enjoyed by other properties in the vicinity and in an 
identical land use designation because of special circumstances 
applicable to the subject property or intended use of the property that do 
not generally apply to other properties in the same zoning district such as 
size, shape, topography, location, or surroundings in that:  

The property is subject to special circumstances resulting from the 
widening of the two adjacent major roadways, i.e. El Toro Road and 
Avenida de la Carlota.  These widening projects have changed the size 
and shape of the property over time.  Other properties in the vicinity of the 
subject property have not been impacted by these road widening projects. 
The most recent reduction in the size of the subject property, due to the 
current widening of Avenida de la Carlota, has further reduced the 
property size to 16,160 square feet, which is nearly one-half of the 
minimum standard of 30,000 square feet required of gas stations in the 
Urban Village Specific Plan.  The resulting small property size effectively 
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eliminates its ability to comply with the Urban Village Specific Plan’s 
requirement that a “reverse-design site layout” be utilized whereby the 
office/store is located at the intersection corner of the property to 
effectively screen the pump islands.  The small property size also 
necessitates variances for landscape areas, setbacks for signs, and 
circulation dimensions.  However, these non-conforming setbacks, and 
property conditions, will not adversely impact surrounding commercial 
properties.   

2. The grant of the variance does not constitute the grant of special privilege 
not available to other properties under similar circumstance in the same 
zoning district in that: 

The granting of the subject variances are a direct result of the widening of 
Avenida de la Carlota that was needed to improve circulation in the 
immediate area.  The widening project does not include other properties 
and only impacts the size and shape of the subject site.  The reduction in 
the subject site due to adjacent roadway widening represents a special and 
unusual circumstance that does not apply to the other properties in the 
vicinity of the subject property.  The approval of the variance for the subject 
property, therefore, does not constitute the grant of a special privilege.  
Further, the existing site, as developed, contains a number of non-
conforming conditions including the site layout, and parcel size, a pole sign, 
substandard landscape areas, and inadequate circulation elements.  While 
the proposed project will require variances, the new project represents a 
substantial overall improvement to the existing non-conforming conditions at 
the site. 
 

3. The variance is granted upon hardship and not convenience in that: 

The variance is granted upon hardship and not convenience because 
widening of Avenida de la Carlota placed constraints on the size and 
configuration of the site, which substantially reduced the size of the 
subject gas station site. 

4. The grant of variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, 
and welfare of the community, nor be injurious to properties, uses, or 
improvements in the vicinity in that: 

The granting of the variances relative to landscape, signage, site size, 
circulation, and site design standards will not be detrimental to the public 
health, safety, and welfare of the community, nor be injurious to 
properties, uses, or improvements in the vicinity because it will represent 
an overall improvement to the existing non-conforming conditions at the 
site.  The reconstructed site will improve community aesthetics, while 
providing adequate circulation on-site and access to adjacent roadways 
and neighboring property. 

5. The variance does not grant a use not permitted by the zoning district in 
that: 
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The project is located in the Village Commercial land use district in which 
gas stations and convenience stores are conditionally permitted. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, based upon the above findings, the Planning 

Agency of the City of Laguna Hills does hereby approve CUP/SDP/MSP/VA No. 02-11-
1877 subject to the following conditions:   

General 

1. This approval constitutes approval of the proposed project only to 
the extent that it complies with the City’s Development Code and 
any other applicable zoning regulations.  Approval does not include 
any action or findings as to compliance or approval of the project 
regarding any other applicable ordinance, regulation, or 
requirement. 

2. Failure to abide by and faithfully comply with any and all conditions 
of approval shall constitute grounds for revocation of said 
Conditional Use Permit by the Laguna Hills Planning Agency. 

3. As a condition of issuance of this approval, the applicant/owner, 
hereby agrees, at its sole cost and expense and to the fullest extent 
permitted by law, to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the City, 
its officers, employees, agents, and consultants, from any claim, 
action, or proceeding brought by a third party against the City, its 
officers, employees, agents, and consultants, which seeks to attack, 
challenge, set aside, void, or annul an approval of the City Council, 
Planning Agency, or other decision-making body, or staff action 
concerning this project.  The City agrees to promptly notify the 
applicant of any such claim filed against the City and to fully 
cooperate in the defense of any such action.  The City may, but is 
not obligated to, at its sole cost and expense, elect to participate in 
the defense of any such action under this condition. 

4. The applicant/owner shall agree in writing to these conditions of 
approval within 30 days of the Planning Agency’s approval. 

5. The applicant/owner shall reimburse the City for any outstanding 
staff time spent on the processing of CUP/SDP/MSP/VA No. 02-11-
1877 within 60 days of the Planning Agency’s approval. 

6. The Conditional Use Permit and associated entitlements shall expire 
and be of no further force or effect if the permit is not implemented 
within two years from April 26, 2011. 

7. Within 48 hours from project approval, the applicant/owner shall 
submit to the City a check in the amount of $50.00, made payable to 
the Orange County Clerk-Recorder, for filing the Notice of 
Exemption. 
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Building 

8. The applicant/owner shall secure applicable building permits, as 
required by Section 105 of the 2010 California Building Code (see 
work exempt from permits). 

9. Any required plans shall be accurately labeled and reflect all work, 
as required by Section 107 of the 2010 California Building Code 
(construction documents).   

10. The applicant/owner shall secure any required approvals from 
AQMD and the Planning Department, prior to issuance of any 
required building permit.  

11. Prior to issuance of building or grading permits, the applicant/owner 
shall provide an EPA Environmental Site Assessment. 

12. Prior to issuance of building or grading permits, the applicant/owner 
shall secure all applicable approvals from the Orange County Health 
Department. 

13. The applicant/owner shall comply with the California Disabled 
Accessibility requirements, as required by Chapter 11 of the 
California Building Code. 

14. The applicant/owner shall comply with all California Energy 
requirements, as required by the California Energy Commission. 

15. All construction shall comply with the 2010 California Building, 
Plumbing, Mechanical, Electrical, and Green Building Codes, in 
regard to applicable occupancy types, including mixed occupancies. 

16. The applicant/owner shall submit Construction and Demolition 
Waste Recycling Program paperwork, if applicable, as required by 
the City of Laguna Hills Ordinance No. 2003-9 and to comply with 
mandates of the California Integrated Waste Management Board 
(CIWMB).   

17. As applicable, the applicant/owner shall comply with all general 
construction Water Quality Ordinances, as required by the City of 
Laguna Hills, and Ordinance No. 2003-12. 

OCFA 

18. Prior to issuance of Building Permits, the applicant/owner shall 
submit a Fire Master Plan (Service Code PR 145) for review and 
approval to the Orange County Fire Authority.  All facets of the 
project shall comply with regulations of the Orange County Fire 
Authority.  The applicant may contact OCFA at (714) 573-6100 for a 
copy of the Site/Architectural Notes to be placed on the plans prior 
to submittal.   
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Planning 

19. Prior to the issuance of a Building Permit, the applicant/owner shall 
submit a detail of the trash enclosure.  This detail shall comply with 
Section 9-40.070 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code, and shall 
include a roof and a drain connected to the sewer.  The 
applicant/owner shall demonstrate that the trash enclosure, 
including the roof, utilizes finishes and colors that are compatible 
with the main building to the satisfaction of the Community 
Development Director.  

20. Prior to issuance of building permits, the applicant/owner shall 
submit updated, full sized elevation drawings, including colors and 
finishes, to the satisfaction of the Community Development Director. 

21. Outdoor security and other lighting shall be designed and 
maintained so as not to illuminate beyond the project boundary.  
Exterior lights shall be focused inward and away from surrounding 
uses.   

22. All signage, including any required approvals and permits, shall 
comply with L.H.M.C. Chapter 9-42.  Signs shall be maintained to 
prevent deterioration, disrepair and shall be legible and in good 
condition.  

23. The total exposed height of each monument sign shall not exceed 
five (5) feet.  

24. One additional Pink Trumpet Tree (24” box size) shall be planted in 
the edge landscape area along Avenida de la Carlota.  The 
proposed price sign shall be relocated, as needed, in order to 
accommodate the additional tree.  

25. The ledgestone installed as a part of this project shall be dry 
stacked with tight-fitted joints (no visible mortar joints).  

26. In the event that no agreement can be reached with the adjacent 
property owner for the installation of the driveway connecting the 
two properties (as shown on the site plan), the applicant/owner shall 
be responsible for installing a curb and planter area in this location, 
consistent with the curb and planter area shown on the site plan, 
adjacent to the parking spaces.  Such curb and planter shall be 
installed prior to building and planning final inspections, and/or 
subject to other terms agreed to by the Community Development 
Director.  

27. All construction must meet noise requirements pursuant to L.H.M.C. 
Chapter 5-24. 

28. Prior to issuance of sign permits, the applicant/owner shall submit to 
the Planning Division a corrected, full sized signage plan. 
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Public Services 

29. The applicant/owner shall submit a final Landscape Plan which shall 
specify low water use landscape plants and corresponding irrigation 
system, pursuant to Chapter 9-47 of the Laguna Hills Municipal 
Code.  The planting plan must be consistent with the irrigation plan. 

30. Prior to issuance of a grading or building permit, the applicant/owner 
shall submit a Water Quality Management Plan (“WQMP”) for 
review and approval by the City Engineer.  The WQMP shall utilize 
Best Management Practices for reducing pollutants in stormwater 
leaving the site.    

31. The applicant/owner shall ensure BMPs for water quality involving 
perimeter drainage capture with a filter system capable of handling 
hydrocarbons are utilized during construction. 

32. Prior to issuance of any permits, applicant/owner shall submit 
grading plans and a soils/geotechnical report to the City Engineer 
for review and approval. 

33. Prior to issuance of building permits, applicant/owner shall submit a 
plan showing the path of travel for delivery trucks. 

34. Prior to issuance of grading permits, applicant/owner shall submit an 
export trucking plan, including hours of construction access.  No 
construction access shall occur between the hours of 7:00 am and 
9:00 am, or 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm.  

35. The applicant/owner shall file a Notice of Intent with the State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) prior to initiating grading of the 
site and maintain the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan onsite at 
all times. 

36. Prior to issuance of a demolition permit, the applicant/owner shall 
submit and receive approval of an erosion control plan. 

37. Prior to issuance of building permits, the applicant/owner shall pay 
all applicable City fees including Traffic Impact Fees (per LHMC §9-
102) and Public Art In-lieu Fee (UVSP Ch. 5 pg. 36). 

38. The applicant/owner shall demonstrate they are in compliance with 
the process required for the treatment and removal of constituents 
of hydrocarbons from the site, as required and administered by the 
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board Case No. 
08000580T and any other related cases.  

39. The applicant/owner shall coordinate the site construction and 
cooperate with the City of Laguna Hills Avenida de la Carlota 
Widening Improvement Project, CIP No. 164. 
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 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 26th day of April, 2011. 
 
  
 ________________________________ 

L. ALLAN SONGSTAD, JR., CHAIR 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________ 
PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 
 

I, Peggy J. Johns, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution 
No. PA2011-_____ adopted by the Planning Agency of the City of Laguna Hills, 
California, at a Regular Meeting thereof held on the 26th day of April, 2011, by the 
following vote: 

 
AYES:   
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAIN:  
 

 _____________________________________ 
 PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK   
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The Attachment referenced in 
Agenda Report: 

 
 

Attachment 6. Plans, 
 

 
 
 

are available for review in the 
City Clerk’s Department. 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING, AND (2) INTRODUCE AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED:  “AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 9 OF THE 
LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS" 
INCLUDING CHAPTER 9-10 (ZONING DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED) AND CHAPTER 
9-62 (TEMPORARY USES) TO PERMIT SEASONAL STRAWBERRY STANDS IN 
CERTAIN COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF A 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT.” 
 
 
763159.1 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA REPORT 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 
ISSUE: ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 3-11-1894, AMENDING TITLE 9 OF 

THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "ZONING AND 
SUBDIVISIONS" INCLUDING CHAPTER 9-10 (ZONING DISTRICTS 
ESTABLISHED) AND CHAPTER 9-62 (TEMPORARY USES) TO 
PERMIT SEASONAL STRAWBERRY STANDS IN SOME 
COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF A 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT 

 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
In response to direction received at the February 22, 2011, City Council meeting, staff 
has prepared a Zoning Text Amendment that will amend the City’s Development Code 
(“Code”) to permit seasonal strawberry stands in certain commercial zones subject to 
the approval of a Temporary Use Permit (“TUP”).  This Zoning Text Amendment 
involves reorganizing and adding to Chapter 9-62 (Temporary Uses), Section 9-62.070 
(Special Restrictions) and amending the permitted uses tables for all zoning districts 
affected.  The proposed Ordinance and red-lined sections of the Code showing the 
changes and additions to the existing Code are attached.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
At the City Council meeting on February 8, 2011, a public comment was received from 
Will Derentz, owner of Pumpkin City.  Pumpkin City has obtained TUPs for pumpkin 
sales and Christmas tree lots for several years in the City.  Mr. Derentz indicated that 
Pumpkin City also operates several strawberry stands in surrounding cities and would 
like the opportunity to locate a strawberry stand in Laguna Hills.  The Code does not 
currently allow this type of extended temporary use.  Our Code limits most temporary 
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uses to ten (10) days per event with one event per calendar quarter.  Given the long 
growing season for strawberries, a ten-day timeframe to sell this type of seasonal 
agricultural product is not considered adequate and/or feasible.  Staff researched the 
issue and brought a report back to the City Council on February 22, 2011, regarding 
adding this type of use to the Code.  At that meeting, the City Council directed staff to 
return with an Ordinance amending the Code to allow seasonal strawberry stands in the 
City.    
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
As directed by the City Council, the goal of this Zoning Text Amendment is to allow 
strawberry stands within the City subject to the approval of a TUP.  The majority of the 
changes staff is proposing are in one (1) section of Title 9 of the Laguna Hills Municipal 
Code entitled “Zoning and Subdivisions” as well as the land use matrix and permitted 
use tables in each zoning district affected by the changes (a total of 13 tables).  The 
amendments will add seasonal strawberry stands as a type of temporary outdoor sale 
as well as set forth limitations on their establishment.  
 
Temporary Use Permits are used, as indicated by their name, to permit a variety of 
outdoor temporary uses in specified zoning districts.  Temporary uses may include 
grand opening events, parking lot or sidewalk sales, neighborhood garage sales, 
Christmas tree lots, and pumpkin sales.  Currently, the Code lists outdoor sales, 
Christmas tree sales, and pumpkin sales as separate types of temporary uses with 
outdoor sales being permitted in only commercial districts and Christmas tree/pumpkin 
sales being permitted in all zoning districts with the exception of the open space zoning 
districts.  Outdoor sales are permitted for no longer than ten (10) consecutive calendar 
days per event and no more than one event per calendar quarter.  Pumpkin sales and 
Christmas tree sales are limited to specific dates (approximately one month long) that 
coincide with the Halloween/harvest season and the Christmas holiday season.   
 
Regardless of the type of temporary use, applicants must submit an application for a 
TUP.  Application requirements include a completed application form, a site plan, a 
letter of justification, and a processing fee.  Temporary uses require administrative 
approval and, like many other types of approval, are subject to conditions set forth at 
the time of TUP approval.    
 
 
Update to the Temporary Uses Chapter (LHMC Chapter 9-62) 
 
LHMC §9-62.070 entitled “Special restrictions” is the primary Code section that requires 
revision in order to allow strawberry stands as a temporary use in the City.  The 
proposed amendment to this section adds and incorporates strawberry stands under the 
category of outdoor sales.  In addition, Christmas tree sales and pumpkin sales are 
proposed to be reorganized and moved under this same outdoor sale section of the 
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Code.  Staff believes that organizing the Code section in this manner simplifies the 
regulations and makes more sense from a land use standpoint.  This change would 
permit strawberry stands as a type of outdoor sale, which are currently permitted in all 
commercial districts (including the Village Commercial district, which is regulated by the 
Urban Village Specific Plan).   
 
In addition, the proposed reorganization and classification of Christmas tree and 
pumpkin sales as a type of outdoor sale would limit these temporary uses to commercial 
district.  The current Code permits these uses in all zoning districts except the Open 
Space districts, including residentially zoned properties.  Staff believes that this change 
simplifies the code, and it provides better protection for the City’s residential 
neighborhoods.  This change will not affect any businesses that have applied for TUPs 
for pumpkin or Christmas tree sales in the past several years, as all such TUP 
applications have been for locations in commercial zoning districts.    
 
In response to information from surrounding cities, Mr. Derentz’s input, and the Planning 
Agency’s comments provided in previous meetings, staff has included several 
regulations relating specifically to strawberry stands.  The proposed revisions limit 
strawberry stand TUPs to one hundred twenty (120) days per calendar year.  Other 
regulations include limitations on items for sale, signage, and temporary restrooms (see 
attached Ordinance). 
 
Land Use Matrix and Use Tables by Zone 
 
The rest of the amended sections reflect simply the removal of “Christmas tree/pumpkin 
sales” as a type of use, as they, along with strawberry stands, are now permitted and 
included as a type of outdoor sale.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Staff feels the proposed changes to the Code to allow seasonal strawberry stands are 
responsive to the desires of the community and in line with what surrounding cities 
allow.  Because strawberry stands and other outdoor sales are permitted only in 
commercial districts, residential neighborhoods will be protected.  While strawberry 
stands can be permitted for longer time periods than pumpkin or Christmas tree sales, 
the type of sale is of a similar nature, and as such, reflects nothing extreme or new to 
what the Code currently allows.   
 
CEQA FINDINGS: 
 
The proposed Zoning Text Amendment involves minor, non-substantial changes to the 
Code, which are not a departure from existing regulations set forth in the Code.  
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Pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3), the Zoning Text Amendment is exempt from CEQA 
since CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment.  Because the proposed amendment involves adding a type of 
permitted temporary use similar to other types of temporary uses already permitted by 
the Code, it can be seen with certainty that adding strawberry stands as a type of 
permitted temporary use would have no possibility of having a significant effect on the 
environment.   

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING, AND (2) INTRODUCE AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED:  “AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 9 OF THE 
LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS" 
INCLUDING CHAPTER 9-10 (ZONING DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED) AND CHAPTER 
9-62 (TEMPORARY USES) TO PERMIT SEASONAL STRAWBERRY STANDS IN 
CERTAIN COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF A 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT.” 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance with Exhibit A (Redline) 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2011-____ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 9 OF THE LAGUNA 
HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "ZONING AND 
SUBDIVISIONS" INCLUDING CHAPTER 9-10 (ZONING 
DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED) AND CHAPTER 9-62 
(TEMPORARY USES) TO PERMIT SEASONAL 
STRAWBERRY STANDS IN CERTAIN COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICTS SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF A 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT. 

 WHEREAS, the California Constitution and Section 65800 of the California 
Government Code gives cities the power to adopt and administer zoning laws, 
ordinances, rules, and regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 65300 of the California Government Code requires that the 
City  adopt a comprehensive, long-term General Plan for the development of the City 
and any land outside the City which bears relationship to the City’s planning; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 65860 of the California Government Code requires that 
zoning ordinances are consistent with the adopted General Plan; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Laguna Hills was incorporated on December 20, 1991, 
and adopted its current General Plan on July 14, 2009, and its first Development Code 
on November 14, 1995; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City General Plan contains policies, goals, and strategies that 
affect community growth and development; and  
 

WHEREAS, the General Plan requires that the City develop a comprehensive 
approach to zoning and development review which implements the community vision 
statement contained in the General Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the  proposed amendments adopted by this Ordinance pertaining to 

permitting strawberry stands as a type of temporary use will provide reasonable control, 
standards, guidelines, and regulations to aid the City in achieving its stated community 
vision, and to insure the compatibility and integrity of the temporary use with other 
established uses; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed amendments adopted by this Ordinance are consistent 
with the intent of the goals and policies of the General Plan as a whole, and is not 
inconsistent with any element thereof; and   
 

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are the minimum provisions necessary to 
ensure the implementation of the community development and zoning objectives of the 
General Plan; and   
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WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are intended to: (a) provide reasonable 

regulations to protect the public safety, health, and general welfare of the community as 
a whole; (b) facilitate the administration of land use policy by City staff; (c) establish 
regulations concerning seasonal outdoor sales; (d) provide reasonable use of property 
while protecting environmentally sensitive land uses and species; and (e) correct 
discrepancies in standards or policies within the land use category for seasonal outdoor 
sales; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City properly noticed the public hearing concerning the adoption 

of this Ordinance pursuant to Government Code section 6061 as required under 
Government Code section 65090.   
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DOES 
HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  Title 9 of the City of Laguna Hills Municipal Code entitled "Zoning and 
Subdivisions" is hereby amended to incorporate the text revisions set forth in Exhibit A 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 
 
SECTION 2. Upon the effective date of this Ordinance, the amended provisions hereof 
shall supersede the applicable sections of Title 9 entitled “Zoning and Subdivisions” of 
the Municipal Code of the City of Laguna Hills, California, adopted on November 14, 
1995. 
 
SECTION 3.  The City Council finds that this Ordinance is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) (it can be seen 
with certainty that the activity will not have a significant effect on the environment). 
 
SECTION 4. If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the 
decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it 
would have adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, subdivision, 
sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof be 
declared invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
SECTION 5. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Ordinance and cause the 
same to be posted at the duly designated posting places within the City and published 
once within fifteen days after passage and adoption as may be required by law; or, in 
the alternative, the City Clerk may cause to be published a summary of this Ordinance 
and a certified copy of the text of this Ordinance shall be posted in the Office of the City 
Clerk five days prior to the date of adoption of this Ordinance; and, within fifteen days 
after adoption, the City Clerk shall cause to be published, the aforementioned summary 
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and shall post a certified copy of this Ordinance, together with the vote for and against 
the same, in the Office of the City Clerk. 
  
 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this _____________, 2011. 
 
 

 __________________________________________ 
 L. ALLAN SONGSTAD, JR., MAYOR 

ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 
 

I, Peggy J. Johns, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance No. __________ was duly introduced 
and placed upon its first reading at a Regular Meeting of the City Council on the 
____________, 2011, and that thereafter, said Ordinance was duly adopted and passed 
at a Regular Meeting of the City Council held on the ___________, 2011, by the 
following vote, to wit: 
 
AYES:   
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAIN:  
 
 
 
(SEAL) 
 
 
 
 

 _____________________________________ 
 PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK   
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss  AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS )  AND PUBLICATION 
 
  PEGGY J. JOHNS, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 
 
  That she is the duly appointed and qualified City Clerk of the City of 
Laguna Hills; 
  That in compliance with State Laws of the State of California, 
ORDINANCE NO. __________, being: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 9 OF THE LAGUNA 
HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED "ZONING AND 
SUBDIVISIONS" INCLUDING CHAPTER 9-10 (ZONING 
DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED) AND CHAPTER 9-62 
(TEMPORARY USES) TO PERMIT SEASONAL 
STRAWBERRY STANDS IN CERTAIN COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICTS SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF A 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT. 

 

on the ___________, 2011, was published in summary in The Register and on the 
_____________, 2011, was published in summary in the Saddleback Valley News; and 
was, in compliance with City Resolution No. ___________, on the ___________, 2011 
and the _____________, 2011, caused to be posted in summary in three places in the 
City of Laguna Hills, to wit: 
 
  Laguna Hills City Hall 
  Laguna Hills Community Center 
  Courtyard at La Paz Center 
 
 

_________________________________ 
PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 

Laguna Hills, California 
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Table 9-12.020 

ESTATE RESIDENTIAL USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Accessory living quarters/second unit 

housing 

P   See Chapter 9-68 

Accessory structure   P See Chapter 9-70 

Animals/pets ♦ ♦ See Chapter 9-56 

Apiary C     

Athletic fields S     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Construction office T     

Drainage facility   P   

Dwelling, single-family detached P     

Equitation facility C     

Family day care—large ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Family day care—small ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Fire/police station C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Garage and/or yard sales ♦   See Chapter 9-62 

Green house   P   

Guest quarters/guest house   P   

Home occupation ♦   See Chapter 9-60 

Library, public C     

Manufactured home S     

Mobilehome S     

Park, public/private S     
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Recreation facility, private   P   

Recreation vehicle storage, private   P   

Riding club C     

Riding and hiking trails P     

School, private C     

School, public C     

Senior center C     

Stable, private   P   

Swim club C     

Tennis club C     

Wholesale nurseries C     

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary Use Permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 

Table 9-14.020 

LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Accessory living quarters/second unit 

housing 

P   See Chapter 9-68 

Accessory structure   P See Chapter 9-70 

Animals/pets ♦ ♦ See Chapter 9-56 

Athletic fields S     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Construction office T     

Drainage facility   P   

 4/26/2011 ITEM NO. 6.1



EXHIBIT A – REDLINE 
 

 

Dwelling, single-family detached P     

Family day care—large ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Family day care—small ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Fire/police station C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Garage and/or yard sales ♦   See Chapter 9-62 

Green house   P   

Guest quarters/guest house   P   

Home occupation ♦   See Chapter 9-60 

Library, public C     

Manufactured home S     

Mobilehome S     

Park, public/private S     

Recreation facility, private   P   

Recreational vehicle storage, private   P   

School, private C     

School, public C     

Senior center C     

Swim club C     

Tennis club C     

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 

Table 9-16.020 

MEDIUM LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Accessory living quarters/second unit 

housing 

P   See Chapter 9-68 
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Accessory structure   P See Chapter 9-70 

Animals/pets   ♦ See Chapter 9-56 

Athletic fields S     

Boarding house C     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Construction office T     

Drainage facility   P   

Dwelling, duplex P     

Dwelling, multiple-family S     

Dwelling, single-family attached P     

Dwelling, single-family detached P     

Family day care—large ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Family day care—small ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Fire/police station C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Garage and/or yard sales ♦   See Chapter 9-62 

Greenhouse   P   

Guest quarters/guest house   P   

Home occupation ♦   See Chapter 9-60 

Library, public C     

Manufactured home S     

Mobilehome S     

Park, public/private S     

Recreation facility, private   P   

Recreation vehicle storage, private   P   

School, private C     

School, public C     
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Senior center C     

Swim club C     

Tennis club C     

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 

Table 9-18.020 

MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Accessory living quarters/second unit 

housing 

P   See Chapter 9-68 

Accessory structure   P See Chapter 9-70 

Animals/pets ♦ ♦ See Chapter 9-56 

Athletic fields S     

Boarding house C     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Construction office T     

Drainage facility   P   

Dwelling, duplex P     

Dwelling, multiple-family S     

Dwelling, single-family attached P     

Dwelling, single-family detached P     

Family day care—large ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Family day care—small ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Fire/police station C     
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Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Garage and/or yard sales ♦   See Chapter 9-62 

Greenhouse   P   

Guest quarters/guest house   P   

Home occupation ♦   See Chapter 9-60 

Library, public C     

Manufactured home S     

Mobilehome park C     

Park, public/private S     

Recreation facility, private   P   

Recreation vehicle storage, private   P   

School, private C     

School, public C     

Senior center C     

Swim club C     

Tennis club C     

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 

Table 9-20.020 

HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Accessory living quarters/second unit 

housing 

P   See Chapter 9-68 

Accessory structure   P See Chapter 9-70 

Animals/pets ♦   See Chapter 9-56 

Athletic fields S     

Boarding house C     
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Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Construction office T     

Drainage facility   P   

Dwelling, duplex P     

Dwelling, multiple-family S     

Dwelling, single-family attached S     

Dwelling, single-family detached P     

Family day care—large ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Family day care—small ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Fire/police station C     

Fraternal organization C     

Fraternity/sorority house C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Garage and/or yard sales ♦   See Chapter 9-62 

Greenhouse   P   

Guest quarters/guest house   P   

Home occupation ♦   See Chapter 9-60 

Library, public C     

Manufactured home S     

Mobilehome park C     

Park, public/private S     

Recreation facility, private   P See Chapter 9-70 

Recreational vehicle storage, private   P   

School, private C     

School, public C     
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Senior center C     

Swim club C     

Tennis club C     

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 

Table 9-21.020 

PLANNED COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Accessory structure   P See Chapter 9-70 

Animals/pets ♦   See Chapter 9-56 

Athletic fields S     

Christmas tree/pumpkin 

sales 

T   

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Construction office T     

Drainage facility   P   

Dwelling, duplex P     

Dwelling, multiple-family P     

Dwelling, single-family 

attached 

P     

Family day care—large ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Family day care—small ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Fire/police station C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Garage and/or yard sales ♦   See Chapter 9-62 
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Greenhouse   P   

Guest quarters/guest 

house 

  P   

Home occupation ♦   See Chapter 9-60 

Library, public C     

Manufactured home S     

Park, public/private S     

Recreation facility, private   P See Chapter 9-70 

Recreational vehicle 

storage, private 

  P   

Senior center C     

Snack bar/market   C Considered in conjunction with park/athletic 

field/clubhouse facility 

Swim club C     

Tennis club C     

Note: Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦ = Special requirements 

Table 9-22.020 

OFFICE PROFESSIONAL USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Administrative office P     

Ambulance service C     

Animals/pets ♦     

Athletic fields S   See Chapter 9-56 

Bar, tavern, cocktail lounge C     
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Boarding house S     

Carnival, fair, circus T     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple C     

College C     

Commercial recreation C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Community center C     

Conference/convention facility C     

Construction office T     

Convenience store S     

Day care center ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Department store S     

Drainage facility   P   

Drive-thru C     

Finance institution S     

Fire/police station C     

Fortune telling S     

Fraternal organization C     

Funeral home/mortuary/crematory C     

Game court ♦   See Chapter 9-70 

Gas station C     

Government facility C     

Health club S     
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Heliport C     

Hospital C     

Hotel/motel C     

Industry, service C     

Library, private S     

Library, public S     

Liquor store S     

Massage Establishment P   See Chapter 4-28 

Night club C     

Office/business/medical/headquarters/professional S     

Outdoor event T     

Outdoor sales T   See Chapter 9-62  

Park, public/private S     

Recreational facility, private C     

Recycling event/facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Research & development P     

Restaurant S     

Restaurant, fast-food/no drive-thru S     

Retail/service business P     

School, commercial C     

School, private C     

School, public C     

Senior center C     

Single-room occupancy housing ♦   See Chapter 9-72 

Swim club C     
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Tennis club C     

Vehicle leasing/rental C     

Vehicle repair C     

Vehicle sales C     

Veterinary clinic C     

Waste management facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 
 

Table 9-26.020 

FREEWAY COMMERCIAL USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Administrative office P     

Ambulance service S     

Animals/pets ♦   See Chapter 9-56 

Arcade, game C     

Athletic field S     

Bar, tavern, cocktail lounge S     

Boarding house S     

Carnival, fair, circus T     

Car wash C     

Cemetery/mausoleum C     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple S     

Commercial recreation C     
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Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community center C     

Conference/convention facility S     

Construction office T     

Convenience store S     

Department store S     

Drainage facility ♦   P 

Drive-thru C     

Equipment rental C     

Finance institution S     

Fire/police station C     

Fortune telling S     

Fraternal organization C     

Funeral home/mortuary/crematory C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Gas station C     

Government facility C     

Health club S     

Heliport C     

Hospital C     

Hotel/motel C     

Industry, service P     

Library, public S     

Liquor store S     

Massage Establishment P♦   See Chapter 4-28 

Motion picture theatre C     
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Museum S     

Nightclub C     

Office/business/medical/headquarters/professional S     

Outdoor event T     

Outdoor sales T   See Chapter 9-62  

Park, public/private S     

Public transportation uses S     

Recreation facility, private C     

Recreational vehicle storage, public C     

Recycling event/facility     See Chapter 9-82 

Restaurant S     

Restaurant, fast food/drive-thru C     

Restaurant, fast food/no drive-thru S     

Retail/service business P     

School, commercial C     

School, private C     

School, public C     

Senior center C     

Single-room occupancy housing ♦   See Chapter 9-72 

Swim club C     

Tennis club C     

Vehicle body repair/paint/restoration ♦   See Chapters 9-11, 9-

40 

Vehicle leasing/rental S     

Vehicle repair ♦   See Chapters 9-11, 9-

40 

Vehicle sales S     
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Veterinary clinic C     

Warehouse/sales outlet C     

Warehouse/storage & distribution C     

Waste management facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Note: Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 
 

Table 9-28.020 

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Administrative office P     

Ambulance service C     

Animals/pets ♦   See Chapter 9-56 

Arcade, game C     

Athletic field S     

Bar, tavern, cocktail lounge C     

Boarding house S     

Caretaker’s quarters   P   

Carnival/fair/circus T     

Car wash C     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple C     

Commercial recreation C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community center C     

Construction office T     
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Convenience store S     

Drainage facility   P   

Drive-thru C     

Equipment rental C     

Finance institution S     

Fire/police station C     

Fortune telling S     

Fraternal organization C     

Funeral home/mortuary/crematory C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Gas station C     

Government facility C     

Health club S     

Heliport C     

Hotel/motel C     

Library, public S     

Liquor store S     

Massage Establishment P♦   See Chapter 4-28 

Mini-warehouse C     

Nightclub C     

Office/business/medical/headquarters/professional S     

Outdoor event T     

Outdoor sale T   See Chapter 9-62  

Park, public/private S     

Recreation facility, private C     

Recycling event/facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Restaurant S     

Restaurant, fast food/drive-thru C     
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Restaurant, fast food/no drive-thru S     

Retail/service business P     

School, commercial C     

School, private C     

School, public C     

Senior center C     

Single-room occupancy housing ♦   See Chapter 9-72 

Swim club C     

Tennis club C     

Vehicle leasing/rental C     

Vehicle repair C     

Vehicle sales C     

Veterinary clinic C     

Waste management facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 

Table 9-29.020 

NEIGHBORHOOD MIXED USES  

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Administrative office P     

Animals/pets ♦   See Chapter 9-56 

Arcade, game C     

Athletic field S     

Bar, tavern, cocktail lounge C     

Caretaker’s quarters   P   
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Carnival/fair/circus T     

Car wash C     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple C     

College C     

Commercial recreation C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Community center C     

Conference/convention facility C     

Construction office T     

Convenience store S     

Day care center ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Department store S     

Drainage facility   P   

Drive-thru C     

Dwelling, duplex P   Allowed only in conjunction with 

a mixed use project 

Dwelling, multiple-family P   Allowed only in conjunction with 

a mixed use project 

Dwelling, single-family attached P   Allowed only in conjunction with 

a mixed use project 

Finance institution P     

Fire/police station C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Gas station C     

Golf course/driving range C     

Government facility S     

Green house   P   
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Health club S     

Home occupation ♦   See Chapter 9-60 

Hospital C     

Hotel/motel C     

Industry, service S     

Library, private or public S     

Liquor store S     

Motion picture theatre C     

Nightclub C     

Office/business/medical/headquarters/ 

professional 

S     

Outdoor event T     

Outdoor sale T   See Chapter 9-62  

Park, public/private S     

Performing arts center C     

Public transportation uses S     

Recreation facility, private C     

Recycling event/facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Restaurant S     

Restaurant, fast food/drive-thru C     

Restaurant, fast food/no drive-thru S     

Retail/service business P     

School, commercial C     

School, private C     

School, public C     

Senior center C     

Swim club C     

Tennis club C     

Vehicle leasing/rental S     
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Vehicle sales S     

Veterinary clinic C     

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 
 

Table 9-30.020 

MIXED USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Administrative office P     

Ambulance service S     

Animals/pets ♦   See Chapter 9-56 

Arcade, game C     

Athletic field S     

Bar, tavern, cocktail lounge S     

Boarding house S     

Caretaker’s quarters   P   

Carnival/fair/circus T     

Car wash C     

Cemetery, mausoleum C     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple S     

College C     

Commercial recreation C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Community center C     

Conference/convention facility C     
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Construction office T     

Convenience store S     

Day care center ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Department store S     

Drainage facility   P   

Drive-thru C     

Dwelling, multiple-family C     

Dwelling, single-family attached S     

Equipment rental C     

Finance institution S     

Fire/police station C     

Fortune telling S     

Fraternal organization P     

Funeral home/mortuary/crematory C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Gas station C     

Golf course/driving range C     

Government facility C     

Green house P     

Health club S     

Heliport C     

Hospital C     

Hotel/motel C     

Industry, light manufacturing S     

Industry, service S     

Kennel C   See Chapter 9-56 

Library, private S     

Library, public S     
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Liquor store S     

Mini-warehouse C     

Massage Establishment P♦   See Chapter 4-28 

Mobilehome park C     

Motion picture theatre C     

Nightclub C     

Office/business/medical/headquarters/ 

professional 

S     

Outdoor event T     

Outdoor sale T    See Chapter 9-62 

Outdoor storage   ♦ See Chapter 9-30 

Park, public/private S     

Performing arts center C     

Public transportation uses S     

Recreation facility, private C     

Recreation vehicle storage, public C     

Recycling center C     

Recycling event/facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Research & development P     

Restaurant S     

Restaurant, fast food/drive-thru C     

Restaurant, fast food/no drive-thru S     

Retail/service business S     

School, commercial C     

School, private C     

School, public C     

Senior center C     

Single-room occupancy housing C   See Chapter 9-72 

Swim club C     
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Tennis club C     

Truck terminal C     

Vehicle body repair, paint or restoration C   See Chapter 9-40 

Vehicle leasing/rental S     

Vehicle repair S   See Chapter 9-40 

Vehicle sales S     

Veterinary clinic C     

Warehouse/sales outlet S     

Warehouse/storage & distribution S     

Waste management facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Wholesale nursery S     

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦= Special requirements 
 

Table 9-32.020 

COMMUNITY/PRIVATE INSTITUTION USES 

Uses Permitted Accessory Reference 

Administrative office   P   

Animals/pets ♦   See Chapter 9-56 

Athletic field S     

Christmas tree/pumpkin sales T   

Church/temple S     

College S     

Commercial recreation C     

Communication facility ♦   See Chapter 9-58 

Community care facility ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Community center S     
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Construction office T     

Day care center ♦   See Chapter 9-64 

Drainage facility   P   

Dwelling unit, multiple-family C     

Fire/police station C     

Fraternal organization P     

Fraternity/sorority house C     

Funeral home/mortuary/crematory C     

Game court   ♦ See Chapter 9-70 

Government facility C     

Gymnasium S     

Health club C     

Heliport C     

Hospital C     

Library, public S     

Maintenance facility   P   

Museum S     

Office/business/medical/headquarters/professional S     

Outdoor event T     

Park, public/private S     

Performing arts center S     

Recycling event/facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Restaurant S     

School, commercial C     

School, private C     

School, public C     

Senior center C     

Swim club C     
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Tennis club C     

Waste management facility ♦   See Chapter 9-82 

Note:    Use is permitted subject to issuance of: 

C = Conditional use permit (CUP) 

S = Site development permit (SDP) 

T = Temporary use permit (TUP) 

P = Permitted 

♦ = Special requirements 
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9-62.070 Special restrictions. 
Temporary uses shall be restricted as follows: 
 
A.    Outdoor events, outdoor sales and recycling events shall be restricted to a period 
not to exceed ten consecutive calendar days per event, except as otherwise permitted 
by this Code.  An additional forty-eight (48) hours shall be allowed for both the set-up 
and breakdown of facilities.  Seasonal outdoor sales requiring longer selling periods 
shall be permitted as follows: 

 
1.  Christmas tree lots may not initiate sales until Thanksgiving weekend, and shall 
end on December 26th each calendar year.  
2.  Pumpkin patch sales shall not begin until October 1st each calendar year and 
shall end on November 1st. 
3.  Seasonal strawberry stands shall be subject to the following regulations: 

a.    Permits for strawberry stands are limited to 120 consecutive days per 
calendar year. 
b.    Strawberry stands shall be permitted to sell only items related directly to 
strawberries. 
c.    All associated signs shall be attached to the strawberry stand structure, and 
shall not extend above or beyond the strawberry stand structure.  Other signs 
and advertising devices, such as banners, pennants, flags, A-frame signs, and 
light strings, are prohibited. 
d.    Portable toilets are not permitted at strawberry stands.  Such temporary uses 
must have access to existing permanent restroom facilities for use by employees. 

 
B.    Garage/yard sales shall be limited to two consecutive calendar days per event. For 
coordinated garage/yard sales involving five or more households within any given 
neighborhood, an address list shall be submitted with the temporary use permit 
application. A map indicating the location of the participating households may also be 
required if deemed necessary by the Planning Department. 
 
C.    Not more than one event per calendar quarter shall be permitted for any applicant, 
group or organization. 
 
D.    The event shall not encroach upon the public right-of-way unless the City Engineer 
has approved an encroachment permit. 
 
E.    The location of the event shall be cleaned and cleared of all materials and signage 
within forty-eight  
(48) hours after the close of the event. 
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F.    Christmas tree lots may not initiate sales until Thanksgiving weekend, and shall 
end on December 26th each calendar year. 
 
G.    Pumpkin patch sales shall not begin until October 1st each calendar year and shall 
end on November 1st. 
 
H. F.    Temporary construction offices and facilities may be permitted for the duration of 
construction for a given development project. The acceptable time period shall be 
determined by the Community Development Director subject to the review of a 
construction schedule to be submitted in conjunction with the temporary use permit 
application. (Ord. 98-8 § 2 (part): prior code § 9-49.070) 
 
9-62.080 Exempt activity. 
The following activity does not require the issuance of a temporary use permit: 
A.    Garage sales involving four or fewer households. (Ord. 98-8 § 2 (part): prior code § 
9-49.080) 
 
9-62.090 Appeals. 
Appeals of decisions of the Community Development Director shall be made in the 
same manner as any other appeal. (Ord. 98-8 § 2 (part): prior code § 9-49.090) 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
CITY MANAGER’S DEPARTMENT 

 

 
ISSUE: LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL GRAD NITE FUNDING REQUEST 
 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The City of Laguna Hills annually appropriates $4,000.00 to support the Laguna Hills 
Grad Nite event.  The contribution is intended to assist the Grad Nite committee with off-
setting their costs for ensuring the safety of the students attending the all-night party on 
the high school campus.  This year, the Laguna Hills High School PTSA’s Grad Nite 
Committee is conducting a new fundraising activity called Win-Win Wednesdays and 
has asked that the City provide an additional contribution of matching funds, in the 
amount of $1,500.00.  Attached is a letter from resident Meg Gorham regarding the 
request for additional funding. 
 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL CONSIDER THE REQUEST 
FROM THE LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL PTSA’S GRAD NITE 2011 COMMITTEE 
AND MAKE A DETERMINATION. 
              
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
• Grad Nite Committee Win-Win Wednesday Donation Request letter dated April 

15, 2011. 
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