
 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
CITY COUNCIL/PLANNING AGENCY 

    

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 – 7:00 PM 

(Closed Session at 6:00 PM when scheduled) 
 

Erica Pezold, Mayor 
Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro Tempore Janine Heft, Council Member 
Bill Hunt, Council Member Dave Wheeler, Council Member 

 
Location: City Council Chamber, 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
 

NOTICE REGARDING CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19): Please be advised that some, or all, of the City 
Council Members may attend this meeting via teleconference. This meeting is being conducted 
utilizing teleconferencing and electronic means consistent with State of California Executive 
Order N-29-20 dated March 17, 2020, regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. If you wish to attend 
the City Council meeting in person, the City Council Chamber is located at 24035 El Toro Road, 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653. The public shall have the right to observe and offer public comment at 
this location. If you plan on attending, please follow the California Department of Health 
Guidelines by wearing a mask, washing your hands often, refraining from handshakes and 
maintaining social distance of six feet between individuals. You may also view the live stream of 
the meeting online at http://lagunahillsca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx. 
Submission of Public Comments: While you may attend this meeting in person, given the 
health risks associated with COVID-19, the City encourages those wishing to make public 
comments at the February 23, 2021, City Council meeting, to submit your comments by email 
to the City Clerk at publiccomments@lagunahillsCA.gov, by 5:00 p.m. on February 23, 2021. In 
the subject line of the email, please state your name and the item number you are commenting 
on. Any public comment received that does not specify a particular agenda item number will be 
announced during the general public comment portion of the agenda. If you wish to submit a 
public comment on more than one agenda item, please send a separate email for each item 
you are commenting on. All comments received by 5:00 p.m. on the date of the meeting will be 
provided to the City Council in advance to allow time for the Council Members to read them. 
Email comments will NOT be read by the City Clerk during the meeting, but will be announced 
and made part of the record. Electronic public comments may only be submitted via email and 
comments via text and social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) will not be accepted.  
Announcement of Public Comments: During the applicable agenda item, the City Clerk will 
announce the name of the sender and subject matter of all email comments received by                                 
5:00 p.m. on February 23, 2021. The email comments, including your name, will become part of 
the record of the City Council meeting and will be public information. 

http://lagunahillsca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx
mailto:publiccomments@lagunahillsCA.gov
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GENERAL BUSINESS - CONVENING AT 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 established rules of decorum for public meetings held by the 

City of Laguna Hills.  Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 is available on the table at the back of 

the City Council Chamber. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

1.1 Laguna Hills High School Student Liaison  
 
Recommendation: That the City Council receive an oral report from Laguna Hills 
High School Student Liaison Darya Ardehali.    
 
1.2 Twenty-Five Year Anniversary Recognition  
 
Recommendation: That the City Council adopt a Resolution entitled:  "A 

Resolution of the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, recognizing 

Kenneth H. Rosenfield for twenty-five years of service to the City."  

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

This is the time to address the City Council on any matter not listed on this 
Agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council. Public 
Comments are limited to three minutes per person, an overall time limit of ten 
minutes for any one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes. 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR 

All matters listed under “CONSENT CALENDAR” are considered to be routine and 
will be enacted by one motion approving the recommendation listed on the 
Agenda.  There will be no separate discussion unless Members of the City Council 
or Staff request specific items be removed from the Consent Calendar. 
 

3.1 Waive Reading in Full of all Ordinances and Resolutions on the Agenda  
 
Recommendation: That the City Council waive reading in full of all ordinances 

and resolutions on the agenda and declare that said titles which appear on the 
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public agenda shall be determined to have been read by title and further reading 

waived. 

3.2 Approval of Minutes for February 9, 2021, Regular Meeting  
 
Recommendation: That the City Council approve the Minutes for the February 9, 

2021, Regular Meeting. 

3.3 Ratification of February 23, 2021, Warrant Register  
 
Recommendation: That the City Council ratify the accompanying Warrant 

Register for the period from January 29, 2021 to February 11, 2021, in the 

amount of $474,780.05. 

3.4 City Council Review and Confirmation of the Necessity for Continuing the 
Local Emergency Related to the On-Going Threat of the Novel COVID-19 
Virus  

 
Recommendation: That the City Council review and confirm the necessity for 

continuing the local emergency declared in response to the Novel COVID-19 virus 

3.5 Establishment of an Updated Agenda Format and Order of Business for 
Regular City Council Meetings  

 
Recommendation: That the City Council adopt a Resolution entitled: “A 

Resolution of the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, establishing 

an Updated Agenda Format and Order of Business for Regular City Council 

Meetings.” 

3.6 Second Quarter Financial & Treasurer's Report for Fiscal Year 2020/2021  
 
Recommendation: That the City Council receive and file the Second Quarter 

Financial and Treasurer's Report for Fiscal Year 2020/2021. 

3.7 Updated Resolution Authorizing City Staff to Deposit and Withdraw City 
Monies in the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) in the State Treasury  

 
Recommendation: That the City Council adopt an updated Resolution entitled:  

"A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, authorizing 

the investment of monies in the Local Agency Investment Fund" 
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3.8 Proposed Amendment No. 2 to the Consulting Services Agreement With 
Eco/Nomics, Inc., for Continued Solid Waste and Recycling Consulting 
Services  

Recommendation: That the City Council: 1) Waive formal competitive bidding 

requirements and procedures set forth in the City of Laguna Hills Municipal Code 

(LHMC) Section 3-08.150 pursuant to the exceptions set forth in LHMC Sections 

3-08.110(D), (I), and (J), for approval of the proposed Amendment No. 2 to the 

Consulting Services Agreement for Solid Waste and Recycling Consulting Services 

with Eco/Nomics, Inc.; 2) Approve  proposed Amendment No. 2 to the Consulting 

Services Agreement with Eco/Nomics, Inc., extending the term of the Agreement 

for an additional 2 years through June 30, 2023, and increasing the maximum 

contract amount by $248,000 from $330,000 to $578,000; and 3) Authorize the 

Mayor to sign the proposed Amendment No. 2. 

3.9 2020 General Plan Annual Progress Report 

Recommendation: That the City Council approve the 2020 General Plan Annual 

Progress Report and Housing Element Annual Progress Report-Housing 

Implementation and direct staff to forward the Report to the State of California 

Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).   

3.10 Periodic Review of Development Agreement No. 12-11-2137 (Ordinance 
No. 2012-4) Between the City of Laguna Hills and Laguna Hills Investment 
Company:  Oakbrook Village Shopping Center Mixed Use Project  

Recommendation: That the City Council: 1) Receive and file a report 

demonstrating the property owner's good faith compliance with the terms and 

conditions of the Development Agreement; and 2) Find and determine that the 

Laguna Hills Investment Company has complied in good faith with the terms and 

conditions of the Development Agreement for the 12-month period of January 

2020 to January 2021. 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

4. PLANNING AGENCY

4.1. ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS
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4.2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

This is the time to address the Planning Agency on any matter not listed on this 
Agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Planning Agency. 
Public Comments are limited to three minutes per person, an overall time limit of 
ten minutes for any one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes. 

4.3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4.3.1 Approval of Minutes for February 9, 2021, Regular Meeting 

Recommendation: That the Planning Agency approve the Minutes for the 

February 9, 2021, Regular Meeting.   

4.4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

4.5. PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 

5. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS

6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

6.1. City Manager

6.2. Deputy City Manager/Community Services Director

6.2.1 SB 1383 Organic Waste Reduction Regulations 

Recommendation: That the City Council receive and file a presentation on 

SB 1383 organic waste reduction regulations including a summary of the 

City’s work efforts required to implement the regulations. 

7. MATTERS AGENDIZED AND PRESENTED BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

7.1. Council Member Heft

7.1.1 Request for Reconsideration of Membership in Regional 
Organizations 

Recommendation: Councilmember Heft recommends that the City 

Council: 1) Consider a Motion for Reconsideration to discuss the potential 

of reinstating City membership in Regional Organizations and, if the 

Motion for Reconsideration is made, seconded and approved by the City 
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Council, consider the following recommended action: 2) Reinstate the 

City’s memberships in Regional Organizations including the League of 

California Cities (LOCC), Association of California Cities-Orange County 

(ACC-OC), Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), and 

Orange County Council of Governments (OCCOG) 

8. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT 

The next Regular Meeting of the City Council/Planning Agency will be March 9, 2021, in 

the City Council Chamber, located at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Melissa Au-Yeung, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, do hereby certify that a copy 

of the foregoing Agenda was posted at Laguna Hills City Hall, Laguna Hills Community 

Center, and the Courtyard at La Paz Center by February 19, 2021, at 5:00 pm. 

    February 18, 2021 
City Clerk        Date 

 
 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance 
to participate in this meeting, you should contact the office of the City Clerk at  
(949) 707-2635.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to 
make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to this meeting. 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the City Council after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s 
Office at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California, during normal business hours. 
 
City Council Members receive no additional compensation or stipend as a result of 
simultaneously convening meetings of the Laguna Hills Planning Agency. 
 



 

 

City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: Melissa Au-Yeung 
 Deputy City Manager 

ISSUE: Twenty-Five Year Anniversary Recognition 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council adopt a Resolution entitled:  "A Resolution 
of the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, recognizing Kenneth H. 
Rosenfield for twenty-five years of service to the City."  
 

 

SUMMARY: 

At this meeting, Mayor Pezold will recognize Kenneth H. Rosenfield, Interim City 

Manager/Director of Public Services, for twenty-five years of service to the City of 

Laguna Hills. Mr. Rosenfield was hired on July 17, 1995, as Director of Public 

Services/City Engineer, reclassified as Assistant City Manager/Director of Public Services 

in 2018 and at their last regular meeting, the City Council unanimously voted to name 

Mr. Rosenfield the Interim City Manager.  

Employees are presented with a Certificate of Recognition and a City of Laguna Hills pen 

and pencil set when they complete their first five years of service. Employees with ten, 

fifteen, and twenty years of service are presented with a Certificate of Recognition at a 

City Council meeting. Employees that reach the milestone of twenty-five years of service 

are recognized with a Resolution presented by the Mayor and a gift certificate. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Proposed Resolution Recognizing Twenty-Five Years of Service 

• Certificate of Recognition for Twenty-Five Years of Service 

1.2
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-02-23-X 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, RECOGNIZING                                              
KENNETH H. ROSENFIELD FOR TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 
OF SERVICE TO THE CITY 

 

WHEREAS, Kenneth H. Rosenfield was the first City Engineer hired by 
the City on July 17, 1995, and has served as Director of Public Services/City Engineer, 
Assistant City Manager/Director of Public Services, and Interim City Manager/Director of 
Public Services; and 

WHEREAS, it is the policy and practice of the City of Laguna Hills to 
attract and retain highly qualified and motivated people; and  

 WHEREAS, Kenneth H. Rosenfield has served the City of Laguna Hills in 
a professional, caring and conscientious manner for twenty-five years; and  

WHEREAS, Mr. Rosenfield’s service has greatly contributed to the overall 
success of the City in its efforts to provide quality local government services, programs, 
and projects to the residents and businesses of Laguna Hills; and   

WHEREAS, it is an honor to recognize the length and quality of                                  
Mr. Rosenfield’s service to the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA 
HILLS, CALIFORNIA, does hereby express appreciation to Kenneth H. Rosenfield for 
twenty-five years of service to the City of Laguna Hills.  

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 23rd day of February 2021. 

 
 
  
 _____________________________ 
 ERICA PEZOLD, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
MELISSA AU-YEUNG, CITY CLERK 
 

1.2.a
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Resolution No. 2021-02-23-X 
Page 2 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 
 

I, Melissa Au-Yeung, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution 
No. 2021-02-23-X adopted by the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, at 
a Regular Meeting thereof held on the 23rd day of February 2021, by the following vote: 

AYES:          
  

 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAIN:  

 

(SEAL) 
 

 _____________________________________ 
 MELISSA AU-YEUNG, CITY CLERK   
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: Jennifer Lee 
 Assistant City Clerk 

ISSUE: Approval of Minutes for February 9, 2021, Regular Meeting 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council approve the Minutes for the February 9, 
2021, Regular Meeting. 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• 210209 CC Minutes 

3.2
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
CITY COUNCIL/PLANNING AGENCY 

    

REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS - CONVENING AT 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Pezold. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Pro Tempore Sedgwick 

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Erica Pezold Mayor Present  

Don Sedgwick Mayor Pro Tempore Present  

Janine Heft Council Member Present  

Bill Hunt Council Member Present  

Dave Wheeler Council Member Present  

1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

1.1 Appointment of Laguna Hills High School Student Liaisons Kourosh 
Arfania and Darya Ardehali for the Spring 2021 Semester  

 
Recommendation: Mayor Pezold presented Certificates of Appointment to 

Laguna Hills High School Student Liaisons Kourosh Arfania and Darya Ardehali. 

1.2 Laguna Hills High School Student Liaison  
 
Recommendation: The City Council received an oral report from Laguna Hills 
High School Student Liaison Kory Arfania.  
 
1.3 Recognition of Outgoing Parks and Recreation Commissioners David 

Robbins and Victoria Auer  
 
Recommendation: Mayor Pezold presented a Certificate of Recognition to 

Victoria Auer recognizing her service to the City. 

3.2.a
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1.4 Recognition of Outgoing Traffic Commissioners Larry Woodruff and Chris 
Mackey  

 

Recommendation: Mayor Pezold presented Certificates of Recognition to Larry 

Woodruff and Chris Mackey recognizing their service to the City. 

1.5 Oaths of Office and Certificates of Appointment for Two Parks and 
Recreation Commissioners and Three Traffic Commissioners  

 

Recommendation: Mayor Pezold administered the Oaths of Office and presented 

Certificates of Appointment to Parks and Recreation Commissioners Don Caskey 

and Patricia Thee and Traffic Commissioners Manuel Hernandez, Mark Schaff, 

and Susan Caskey. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

The following individuals submitted electronic public comments that were received, 

forwarded to the Council prior to the meeting, and announced into the record by 

Assistant City Clerk Lee: 

Stephanie Hall Peck and Michele Whitaker submitted emails regarding a profanity and 

freedom of speech issue on Alicia Pkwy, and 

Jonathan Hawes sent an email regarding scholarship fund embezzlement affecting the 

residents of El Monte, CA. 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Motion to approve the Consent Calendar with Mayor Pezold removing Item No. 3.10. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janine Heft, Council Member 

SECONDER: Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro Tempore 

AYES: Erica Pezold, Mayor; Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro Tempore; Janine 
Heft, Council Member; Bill Hunt, Council Member; Dave 
Wheeler, Council Member 

3.1 Waive Reading in Full of all Ordinances and Resolutions on the Agenda  
 
Recommendation: That the City Council waive reading in full of all ordinances 

and resolutions on the agenda and declare that said titles which appear on the 

public agenda shall be determined to have been read by title and further reading 

waived. 
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3.2 Approval of Minutes for January 26, 2021, Special Meeting  
 

Recommendation: That the City Council approve the Minutes for the                           

January 26, 2021, Special Meeting. 

3.3 Approval of Minutes for January 26, 2021, Regular Meeting  
 

Recommendation: That the City Council approve the Minutes for the                             

January 26, 2021, Regular Meeting. 

3.4 Ratification of February 9, 2021, Warrant Register  
 

Recommendation: That the City Council ratify the accompanying Warrant 

Register for the period from January 15, 2021 to January 28, 2021, in the amount 

of $146,746.58. 

3.5 City Council Review and Confirmation of the Necessity for Continuing the 
Local Emergency Related to the On-Going Threat of the Novel COVID-19 
Virus  

 

Recommendation: That the City Council review and confirm the necessity for 

continuing the local emergency declared in response to the Novel COVID-19 virus 

3.6 Civic Center Second Quarter Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2020/2021  
 

Recommendation: That the City Council receive and file the report. 

3.7 Amendment No. 2 to Office Lease with Koorosh Hosn, D.D.S., for 24031 
El Toro Rd, Suite 230, Laguna Hills, California  

 

Recommendation: That the City Council approve Amendment No. 2 to the Office 

Lease with Koorosh Hosn, D.D.S., a professional corporation, for 24031 El Toro 

Road, Suite 230, Laguna Hills, California, and authorize the City Manager to 

execute the Amendment. 

3.8 Amendment No. 2 to Consulting Services Agreement with Kelly 
Associates Management Group, LLC for Strategic Planning, Economic 
Development, and Project Management Consulting Services for the 
Processing of the Proposed Village at Laguna Hills Project, Located at the 
Site of the Former Laguna Hills Mall  

 

Recommendation: That the City Council approve Amendment No. 2 to Consulting 

Services Agreement with Kelly Associates Management Group, LLC, for Strategic 

Planning, Economic Development, and Project Management Consulting Services 

3.2.a
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for the Processing of the Proposed Village at Laguna Hills Project, located at the 

Site of the Former Laguna Hills Mall, and authorize the Mayor to execute 

Amendment No. 2. 

3.9 Amendment No. 2 to the Professional Services Agreement with Kosmont 
& Associates, Inc.  

 

Recommendation: That the City Council approve Amendment No. 2 to the 

Professional Services Agreement with Kosmont & Associates, Inc., and authorize 

the City Manager to execute the Agreement 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

3.10 Citywide Photo Contest Selections  
 

Mayor Pezold removed Item No. 3.10 to allow Acting City Manager Rosenfield 
and Deputy City Manager/Community Services Director Reynolds to provide 
information on the item and to show a PowerPoint presentation in recognition of 
the photo contest winners.  
 

Recommendation: That the City Council receive and file this report. 

RESULT: RECEIVE AND FILE [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janine Heft, Council Member 

SECONDER: Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro Tempore 

AYES: Erica Pezold, Mayor; Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro Tempore; 
Janine Heft, Council Member; Bill Hunt, Council Member; 
Dave Wheeler, Council Member 

4. PLANNING AGENCY 

Mayor Pezold recessed the City Council Meeting, and acting in capacity as Chair, called 

the Regular Meeting of the Planning Agency of the City of Laguna Hills, California, to 

order at 7:25 p.m. 

4.1. ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Erica Pezold Chair Present  

Don Sedgwick Vice Chair Present  

Janine Heft Agency Member Present  

Bill Hunt Agency Member Present  

Dave Wheeler Agency Member Present  

3.2.a
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4.2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no Planning Agency public comments on non-agendized items.  

4.3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4.3.1 Approval of Minutes for January 26, 2021, Regular Meeting  
 
Recommendation: That the Planning Agency approve the Minutes for the  

January 26, 2021, Regular Meeting.   

4.4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

There were no Planning Agency administrative reports. 

4.5. PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were no Planning Agency public hearings. 

PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Pezold adjourned the Planning Agency Meeting at 7:26 p.m. and invited Acting 

City Manager Rosenfield to convene the Public Improvement Corporation (PIC) Meeting. 

Mayor Pezold reconvened the City Council Meeting at 7:27 p.m. All Council Members 

were present in chamber. 

5. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were no City Council public hearings. 

6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

6.1. City Manager 

The City Manager gave no administrative reports. 

6.2. City Attorney 

6.2.1 Appointment of Interim City Manager and Approval of Interim 
City Manager Employment Agreement  

 
City Attorney Simonian reviewed the information provided in the staff 
report and, pursuant to SB1436, provided a summary of the Interim City 
Manager’s compensation prior to the City Council taking action on this 
item.  

3.2.a
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Recommendation: That the City Council:      

      

1) Receive an oral report providing a summary of proposed changes to 

the annual base salary and benefits for Kenneth H. Rosenfield, P.E., 

Assistant City Manager/Public Services Director/City Engineer, to serve as 

Interim City Manager; and,        

        

2) Appoint Assistant City Manager/Public Services Director/City 

Engineer Kenneth H. Rosenfield, P.E., as Interim City Manager of the City 

of Laguna Hills, effective February 10, 2021, to serve at the direction and 

pleasure of the City Council, pursuant to Laguna Hills Municipal Code 

Chapter 2-08; and,         

      

3) Adopt Resolution No. 2021-02-09-1: “A Resolution of the City 

Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, Appointing Kenneth H. 

Rosenfield, P.E., as Interim City Manager of the City of Laguna Hills, and 

Approving and Authorizing the Mayor to Execute an Interim City Manager 

Employment Agreement”; and,       

         

4) Direct the City Clerk to administer the Oath of Office.   

   

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dave Wheeler, Council Member 

SECONDER: Janine Heft, Council Member 

AYES: Erica Pezold, Mayor; Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro 
Tempore; Janine Heft, Council Member; Bill Hunt, 
Council Member; Dave Wheeler, Council Member 

6.3. Deputy City Manager/Community Services Director 

6.3.1 Establishment of a Video Messaging Program Entitled, “Mayor’s 
Message” - Video Online Community Messaging Program.  

 
Deputy City Manager/Community Services Director Reynolds reviewed the 
information provided in the staff report and the information provided as a 
Hot Envelope Memo.   
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City of Laguna Hills City Council/Planning Agency  Tuesday, February 9, 2021 
 Regular Meeting Minutes  

 7    

Recommendation: That the City Council: 1) Direct Staff to implement 

Option 2, as set forth in the Staff Report, for establishing a new “Mayor's 

Message” - Video Online Community Messaging Program; and 2) Adopt 

Resolution No. 2021-02-09-2: "A Resolution of the City Council of the City 

of Laguna Hills, California, Adopting City Council Policy No. 135 Regarding 

the Establishment of Parameters and Procedures for the ‘Mayor’s 

Message’ - Video Online Community Messaging Program.” 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Erica Pezold, Mayor 

SECONDER: Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro Tempore 

AYES: Erica Pezold, Mayor; Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro 
Tempore; Janine Heft, Council Member; Bill Hunt, 
Council Member; Dave Wheeler, Council Member 

7. MATTERS AGENDIZED AND PRESENTED BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

There were no matters agendized and presented by City Council Members. 

8. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

Council Member Heft 

Council Member Heft announced an OCTA Community Meeting on February 10, 2021, at 

5:30p.m. and shared a video of the TCA and the County of Orange’s Virtual Grand 

Opening of the Oso Parkway Bridge on Wednesday, January 13, 2021. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before the City Council at this session, Mayor Pezold 

declared the meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 

 

Melissa Au-Yeung, City Clerk 

ATTEST: 

 

Erica Pezold, Mayor 

Approved at meeting of February 23, 2021 
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: Janice Reyes 
 Finance Director 

ISSUE: Ratification of February 23, 2021, Warrant Register 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council ratify the accompanying Warrant Register 
for the period from January 29, 2021 to February 11, 2021, in the amount of 
$474,780.05. 
 

 

SUMMARY: 

The City issues accounts payable disbursements on a regular basis and presents it to City 

Council for ratification at its next regularly scheduled City Council Meeting. The attached 

Warrant Register containing checks and electronic funds transfers for the period from 

January 29, 2021, to February 11, 2021, is being presented for ratification by the City 

Council. Payments have been reviewed and approved by the appropriate departmental 

staff. The Director of Finance certifies to the accuracy of the attached register and to the 

availability of monies for payment thereof.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Warrant Register - February 23, 2021 

• Warrant Register, Payables Detail Report - February 23, 2021 
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Payment Amount

720.00                   

352.47                   

201.00                   

1,429.31                

8,123.41                

1,308.09                

75.00                      

2,781.00                

36.83                      

2,580.00                

4,929.37                

178.71                   

420.75                   

498.39                   

840.00                   

137.60                   

4,909.00                

98.30                      

3,497.00                

67,848.46              

34.00                      

8,591.94                

500.00                   

1,233.50                

157.52                   

112.00                   

17,977.45              

55,131.59              

1,000.00                

3,270.00                

4,318.81                

143.31                   

195.86                   

63,332.16              

2,772.48                

15,331.36              

16,531.89              

8,055.36                

1,388.00                

1,067.82                

3,806.60                

1,483.47                

98.70                      

549.50                   

9,071.25                

600.00                   

82.97                      

84,508.00              

24,500.00              

34.16                      

455.00                   

250.00                   

320.00                   

Warrant Register - February 23, 2021
City of Laguna Hills, CA By Check Number

Date Range: 01/29/2021 - 02/11/2021

Check Number Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Date

Payment Type: Regular

8818895 Z-CD-0241 ABOVE IT ALL ROOFING INC 02/04/2021

8818896 Z-CD-0208 ADVANCED PERMIT SERVICES 02/04/2021

8818897 A-0311 ALLIANT INSURANCE SERVICES 02/04/2021

8818898 C-1177 CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 02/04/2021

8818899 C-1181 CIVIC PLUS 02/04/2021

8818900 C-1139 COMPLETE OFFICE OF CALIFORNIA 02/04/2021

8818901 D-0561 DOCU-TRUST 02/04/2021

8818902 H-0848 HDL, COREN & CONE 02/04/2021

8818903 J-1088 J THAYER COMPANY, INC 02/04/2021

8818904 Z-CD-0147 JIM MURRAY ROOFING INC. 02/04/2021

8818905 N-1493 NEXUSTEK 02/04/2021

8818906 O-1546 OFFICE SOLUTIONS 02/04/2021

8818907 P-1834 PLACEWORKS, INC. 02/04/2021

8818908 Q-1716 QUADIENT LEASING USA, INC. 02/04/2021

8818909 Z-CD-0287 SANDOR JENEI EURO ROOFING CO 02/04/2021

8818910 S-2296 SHUTE, MIHALY  WEINBERGER LLP 02/04/2021

8818911 Z-CD-0288 SMITH & SEVERSON BUILDERS, LLC 02/04/2021

8818912 S-2250 SPARKLETTS 02/04/2021

8818913 Z-CD-0289 WANG, YANG 02/04/2021

8818914 R-1801 WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 02/04/2021

8818915 C-0363 ORANGE COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER 02/05/2021

8818916 A-0138 ALL CITY MANAGEMENT, INC. 02/11/2021

8818917 A-0320 AMTEC 02/11/2021

8818918 B-0304 BEE MAN, THE 02/11/2021

8818919 B-0437 BRINKS, INCORPORATED 02/11/2021

8818920 C-1133 CALIFORNIA YELLOW CAB 02/11/2021

8818921 C-1144 CHARLES ABBOTT ASSOCIATES, INC 02/11/2021

8818922 C-0324 CITY OF MISSION VIEJO 02/11/2021

8818923 C-0051 CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 02/11/2021

8818924 C-1209 CLIFTONLARSONALLEN LLP 02/11/2021

8818925 C-1191 COMMUNICATIONS CHGS- LAW ENF - COUNTY OF ORANGE 02/11/2021

8818926 C-1139 COMPLETE OFFICE OF CALIFORNIA 02/11/2021

8818927 C-0023 COX COMMUNICATION 02/11/2021

8818928 C-1122 CROSSTOWN ELECTRICAL & DATA, INC. 02/11/2021

8818929 D-0541 DIAMOND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 02/11/2021

8818930 E-0544 ECONOLITE SYSTEMS, INC 02/11/2021

8818931 E-0554 ECONOMICS, INC. 02/11/2021

8818932 E-0504 EL TORO WATER DISTRICT 02/11/2021

8818933 C-1190 FINGERPRINT ID (AFIS) LAW ENF. - COUNTY OF ORANGE 02/11/2021

8818934 G-0862 GRANICUS 02/11/2021

8818935 H-0829 HARTZOG & CRABILL, INC. 02/11/2021

8818936 I-0960 IRV SEAVER MOTORCYCLES 02/11/2021

8818937 I-0942 IRVINE RANCH WATER DISTRICT 02/11/2021

8818938 J-1057 JAMEY CLARK, INC. 02/11/2021

8818939 K-1196 KELLY ASSOCIATES MANAGEMENT GROUP, LLC 02/11/2021

8818940 M-1600 MERCY HOUSE LIVING CENTERS, INC. 02/11/2021

8818941 M-1388 MOBILE MINI, INC. 02/11/2021

8818942 N-1474 NIEVES LANDSCAPE, INC. 02/11/2021

8818943 O-1528 OCTA 02/11/2021

8818944 O-1546 OFFICE SOLUTIONS 02/11/2021

8818945 O-1575 ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER-FREEDOM CA. NEWSPAPER PARTNERSHIP 02/11/2021

8818946 Z-CS-0361 PARK, JAMIE 02/11/2021

8818947 R-1976 REAL ESTATE CONSULTING & SERVICES, INC. 02/11/2021

2/15/2021 8:28:39 PM Page 1 of 3
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Payment Amount

1,135.00                

9,745.87                

13,964.43              

533.22                   

1,872.33                

538.25                   

104.05                   

1,241.51                

10,276.00              

7,500.00                

Warrant Register - February 9, 2021 Date Range: 01/29/2021 - 02/11/2021

Check Number Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Date

8818948 R-1977 RJ ELECTRIC 02/11/2021

8818949 S-1902 SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC 02/11/2021

8818950 S-2201 SUNSET PROPERTY SERVICES JONSET CORPORATION 02/11/2021

8818951 W-2302 THOMSON REUTERS - WEST 02/11/2021

8818952 T-2709 TOT LOT PROS 02/11/2021

8818953 T-2698 TPX COMMUNICATIONS 02/11/2021

8818954 U-2165 UNDERGROUND SERVICE ALERT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 02/11/2021

8818955 V-2224 VERIZON WIRELESS 02/11/2021

8818956 W-2337 WEST COAST ARBORISTS, INC. 02/11/2021

8818957 W-2448 WEST GATE CONTRACTOR 02/11/2021

Total Regular: 474,780.05               

Bank Code AP Bank Summary

Payable

Count

Payment

CountPayment Type Discount Payment

Regular Checks 81 63 0.00 474,780.05

Manual Checks 0 0 0.00 0.00

Voided Checks 0 0 0.00 0.00

Bank Drafts 0 0 0.00 0.00

EFT's 0 0 0.00 0.00

81 63 0.00 474,780.05

2/15/2021 8:28:39 PM Page 2 of 3
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Warrant Register - February 9, 2021 Date Range: 01/29/2021 - 02/11/2021

All Bank Codes Check Summary
Payable

Count

Payment 

CountPayment Type Discount Payment

Regular Checks 81 63 0.00 474,780.05

Manual Checks 0 0 0.00 0.00

Voided Checks 0 0 0.00 0.00

Bank Drafts 0 0 0.00 0.00

EFT's 0 0 0.00 0.00

81 63 0.00 474,780.05

474,780.05        

2/15/2021 8:28:39 PM Page 3 of 3

Fund Summary
Fund Name Period Amount

998 POOL 2/2021 474,780.05         
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Amount

02/11/2021 GRANICUS 136057 Agenda Software, FY 20/21 100-195-720050 1,067.82          

2/15/2021 8:33:38 PM Page 1 of 5

02/11/2021 UNDERGROUND SERVICE ALERT OF 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

120210368 Street Maintenance, Jan '21 100-355-720400 104.05             

02/11/2021 SUNSET PROPERTY SERVICES JONSET 

CORPORATION

123779 Street Sweeping Services, Jan '21 100-355-720410 11,926.76       

02/11/2021 BRINKS, INCORPORATED 11459300 Courier Fee, Armored Transport, Feb 

'21

100-155-625000 157.52             

02/11/2021 CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 11805 City Share of Amicus Brief 100-155-700011 1,000.00          

02/11/2021 BEE MAN, THE 113012 Bee Removal, Public Services, Jan '21 100-355-720701 1,038.50          

02/11/2021 BEE MAN, THE 113022 Bee Removal, Public Services, Jan '21 100-355-720701 195.00             

02/11/2021 SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC 021021 Street Lights, Traffic Control, Jan '21 100-355-631400 9,745.87          

02/11/2021 EL TORO WATER DISTRICT 021121 Water Usage, Public Services, Jan '21 100-355-635000 8,055.36          

02/11/2021 COX COMMUNICATION 012921 WiFi, Community Center, Jan '21 100-195-630000 195.86             

02/11/2021 IRVINE RANCH WATER DISTRICT 020221 Water Usage, Public Services, Jan '21 100-355-635000 98.70               

02/05/2021 ORANGE COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER 020521 Recording Fee, LLA-0002-2020 100-000-220444 34.00               

02/11/2021 ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER-

FREEDOM CA. NEWSPAPER 

0000504112 Legal Advertising, Jan '21 100-155-624001 455.00             

02/04/2021 QUADIENT LEASING USA, INC. N8698145 Lease - Mailing Equip, 12/1/20 - 

2/28/21

100-195-641000 498.39             

02/04/2021 HDL, COREN & CONE SIN006380 Property Tax Audit, Jan - Mar '21 100-155-700055 2,781.00          

02/04/2021 OFFICE SOLUTIONS I-01838971 Office Supplies, Jan '21 100-195-620000 166.22             

02/04/2021 OFFICE SOLUTIONS I-01839320 Office Supplies, Feb '21 100-195-620000 12.49               

02/04/2021 SMITH & SEVERSON BUILDERS, LLC CD-0658-BLDC-0073-2020 Refund, C&D Deposit, R #6977 100-000-227001 4,909.00          

02/04/2021 WANG, YANG CD-0659-BLDC-0070-2020 Refund, C&D Deposit, R #7083 100-000-227001 3,497.00          

02/04/2021 JIM MURRAY ROOFING INC. CD-0656-BLDR-0631-2020 Refund, C&D Deposit, R #8135 100-000-227001 1,290.00          

02/04/2021 SANDOR JENEI EURO ROOFING CO CD-0657-BLDR-0613-2020 Refund, C&D Deposit, R #8036 100-000-227001 840.00             

02/04/2021 ADVANCED PERMIT SERVICES CD-0654-MECR-0421-2021Refund, Permit Fees, R #8343 100-000-442000 346.47             

02/04/2021 JIM MURRAY ROOFING INC. CD-0655-BLDR-0623-2020 Refund, C&D Deposit, R #8068 100-000-227001 1,290.00          

02/04/2021 ADVANCED PERMIT SERVICES CD-0654-MECR-0421-2021Refund, Permit Fees, R #8343 100-000-221011 2.00                  

02/04/2021 ADVANCED PERMIT SERVICES CD-0654-MECR-0421-2021Refund, Permit Fees, R #8343 100-000-221012 4.00                  

02/04/2021 PLACEWORKS, INC. 74138 Housing Element, Dec '20 100-225-700225 420.75             

02/04/2021 ABOVE IT ALL ROOFING INC CD-0653-BLDR-0572-2020 Refund, C&D Deposit, R #7763 100-000-227001 720.00             

02/04/2021 WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 67262 - 67263 Professional Services Legal, Nov '20 100-155-700011 352.00             

02/04/2021 WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 67262 - 67263 Professional Services Legal, Nov '20 100-225-700012 880.00             

02/04/2021 SPARKLETTS 4228482 012921 Operating Supplies, Jan '21 100-195-622000 98.30               

02/04/2021 WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 67262 - 67263 Professional Services Legal, Nov '20 100-155-700010 32,530.46       

02/04/2021 CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 26059367 Lease - Copier, New Admin Copier, 

1/1/21 - 1/31/21

100-195-641200 895.61             

02/04/2021 SHUTE, MIHALY  WEINBERGER LLP 271632 Professional Services, Legal, Dec '20 100-155-700011 137.60             

02/04/2021 CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 26059345 Lease - Copier, Comm Ctr, 1/1/21 - 

1/31/21

100-195-641200 279.86             

02/04/2021 CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 26059356 Lease - Copier, City Hall, 1/1/21 - 

1/31/21

100-195-641200 253.84             

02/04/2021 COMPLETE OFFICE OF CALIFORNIA 2530777-0 Computer Supplies, Jan '21 100-195-621000 927.30             

02/04/2021 COMPLETE OFFICE OF CALIFORNIA 2531903-0 Computer Supplies, Feb '21 100-195-621000 380.79             

02/04/2021 NEXUSTEK 228067 Professional Services, Software 

Support, Dec '20

100-195-720050 92.50               

02/04/2021 NEXUSTEK 229667 Professional Services, Software 

Support, Jan '21

100-195-720050 4,836.87          

02/04/2021 ALLIANT INSURANCE SERVICES 1535122 Commercial Auto Premium, 

12/22/20 - 12/22/21

100-105-690100 201.00             

02/04/2021 CIVIC PLUS 205066 Annual Maint, Website, IT, 12/15/20 - 

12/14/21

100-195-720050 8,123.41          

Fund: 100 - GENERAL FUND

02/04/2021 DOCU-TRUST 042112 Offsite Data Storage, Jan '21 100-155-700030 75.00               

02/04/2021 J THAYER COMPANY, INC 1504267-0 Operating Supplies, Comm Ctr, Jan 100-310-622005 36.83               

Warrant Register - Payables Detail Report
City of Laguna Hills, CA By Fund

Payment Dates 01/29/2021 - 02/11/2021

Payment Date Vendor Name Payable Number Description (Payable) Account Number
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Amount

02/11/2021 KELLY ASSOCIATES MANAGEMENT 

GROUP, LLC

020121 Professional Services, Jan '21 101-000-450000 (9,071.25)        

2/15/2021 8:33:38 PM Page 2 of 5

02/04/2021 WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 67262 - 67263 Professional Services Legal, Nov '20 101-225-700012 32,524.00       

02/11/2021 KELLY ASSOCIATES MANAGEMENT 

GROUP, LLC

020121 Professional Services, Jan '21 101-000-223000 9,071.25          

02/04/2021 WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 67262 - 67263 Professional Services Legal, Nov '20 101-000-223000 32,524.00       

02/04/2021 WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 67262 - 67263 Professional Services Legal, Nov '20 101-000-450000 (32,524.00)      

02/11/2021 FINGERPRINT ID (AFIS) LAW ENF. - 

COUNTY OF ORANGE

SH 58531 Fingerprint ID System Charges, Feb 100-420-720835 1,388.00          

Fund 100 - GENERAL FUND Total: 406,486.50     

Fund: 101 - MGP DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION - VALH PROJECT

02/11/2021 COMMUNICATIONS CHGS- LAW ENF - 

COUNTY OF ORANGE

SC12606 Communications Charges, 10/1/20 - 

12/31/20

100-420-646000 997.81             

02/11/2021 COMMUNICATIONS CHGS- LAW ENF - 

COUNTY OF ORANGE

SC12658 Communications Charges, 1/1/21 - 

3/31/21

100-420-646000 3,321.00          

02/11/2021 OFFICE SOLUTIONS I-01840946 Office Supplies, Feb '21 100-195-620000 34.16               

02/11/2021 ECONOLITE SYSTEMS, INC INV201967 Property Damage, Alicia / 

Community Ctr

100-000-120004 15,331.36       

02/11/2021 OCTA AR142081 City Share, CIP 168-G 100-600-790600 24,500.00       

02/11/2021 PARK, JAMIE FRDCOV-0066 Refund, Facility Deposit, R 

#1033912.002

100-000-222000 250.00             

02/11/2021 MOBILE MINI, INC. 9009880654 Storage Rental, Community Center, 

1/26 - 2/22/21

100-310-641000 82.97               

02/11/2021 VERIZON WIRELESS 9872054283 Communication Expense, Jan '21 100-195-630000 1,241.51          

02/11/2021 THOMSON REUTERS - WEST 843582693 Subscription, City Clerk, Dec '20 100-155-626000 266.61             

02/11/2021 THOMSON REUTERS - WEST 843754744 Subscription, City Clerk, Jan '21 100-155-626000 266.61             

02/11/2021 JAMEY CLARK, INC. 72286 Park Repairs, Public Services, Jan '21 100-355-720701 173.50             

02/11/2021 JAMEY CLARK, INC. 72294 Graffiti Removal, Public Services, Jan 

'21

100-355-720500 376.00             

02/11/2021 NIEVES LANDSCAPE, INC. 68925 Monthly and Misc Landscape, Jan '21 100-355-720700 84,508.00       

02/11/2021 ALL CITY MANAGEMENT, INC. 69019 Crossing Guard Services, 1/10/21 - 

1/23/21

100-420-720822 4,909.68          

02/11/2021 RJ ELECTRIC 59395 Parks Contract Repair, Jan '21 100-355-720701 1,135.00          

02/11/2021 CHARLES ABBOTT ASSOCIATES, INC 62126 Road Maintenance, Jan '21 100-355-720400 17,977.45       

02/11/2021 AMTEC 3516-02-21 Rebate Report, Bond Issue 100-155-700050 500.00             

02/11/2021 MERCY HOUSE LIVING CENTERS, INC. 5003-20-12 Contract Services - Homelessness, 

Dec '20

100-310-720302 600.00             

02/11/2021 CROSSTOWN ELECTRICAL & DATA, 3364 - 3395 Traffic Signal Maintenance, Dec '20 100-355-720420 15,441.62       

02/11/2021 CROSSTOWN ELECTRICAL & DATA, 3396 - 3432 Traffic Signal Maintenance, Jan '21 100-355-720420 9,650.65          

02/11/2021 CLIFTONLARSONALLEN LLP 2737963 State Controller's Financial Report, 

19/20

100-155-700051 3,270.00          

02/11/2021 CROSSTOWN ELECTRICAL & DATA, 3364 - 3395 Traffic Signal Maintenance, Dec '20 100-000-120004 38,239.89       

02/11/2021 WEST GATE CONTRACTOR 21 Graffiti Removal, Public Services, Jan 

'21

100-355-720500 7,500.00          

02/11/2021 COMPLETE OFFICE OF CALIFORNIA 2532798-0 Computer Supplies, Feb '21 100-195-621000 143.31             

02/11/2021 IRV SEAVER MOTORCYCLES 20210232 Motorcycle Maintenance, Police 

Svcs, Feb '21

100-420-646100 1,483.47          

02/11/2021 CITY OF MISSION VIEJO 20768 Animal Care Services, Jan-Mar '21 100-420-720401 55,131.59       

02/11/2021 HARTZOG & CRABILL, INC. 20-0763 Traffic Signal Mgmt Services & CIP 

168-I, Dec '20

100-355-700101 2,619.10          

02/11/2021 HARTZOG & CRABILL, INC. 20-0763 Traffic Signal Mgmt Services & CIP 

168-I, Dec '20

100-600-790600 875.00             

02/11/2021 TOT LOT PROS 1856 Parks Contract Repair, Feb '21 100-355-720701 1,872.33          

02/11/2021 HARTZOG & CRABILL, INC. 20-0763 Traffic Signal Mgmt Services & CIP 

168-I, Dec '20

100-000-120004 312.50             

02/11/2021 WEST COAST ARBORISTS, INC. 168410 Tree Trimming Services, Dec '20 100-355-720702 1,988.90          

02/11/2021 WEST COAST ARBORISTS, INC. 168501 Tree Trimming Services, Jan '21 100-355-720702 2,521.30          

02/11/2021 REAL ESTATE CONSULTING & 

SERVICES, INC.

13972 Parks Contract Repair, Jan '21 100-355-720701 320.00             

02/11/2021 WEST COAST ARBORISTS, INC. 168404 Tree Trimming Services, Dec '20 100-355-720702 5,765.80          

Warrant Register - Payables Detail Report Payment Dates: 01/29/2021 - 02/11/2021

Payment Date Vendor Name Payable Number Description (Payable) Account Number

02/11/2021 TPX COMMUNICATIONS 139305489-0 Communications Expense, Feb '21 100-195-630000 538.25             
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Amount

Fund 600 - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT Total: -                    

Grand Total: 474,780.05     

2/15/2021 8:33:38 PM Page 3 of 5

02/11/2021 OCTA AR142081 City Share, CIP 168-G 600-000-490100 (24,500.00)      

02/11/2021 OCTA AR142081 City Share, CIP 168-G 600-251-950168 24,500.00       

02/11/2021 HARTZOG & CRABILL, INC. 20-0763 Traffic Signal Mgmt Services & CIP 

168-I, Dec '20

600-000-490100 (875.00)            

02/11/2021 HARTZOG & CRABILL, INC. 20-0763 Traffic Signal Mgmt Services & CIP 

168-I, Dec '20

600-251-950168 875.00             

02/04/2021 WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 67262 - 67263 Professional Services Legal, Nov '20 451-155-700011 110.00             

Fund 451 - LIABILITY SELF-INSURANCE Total: 110.00             

Fund: 600 - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

02/11/2021 ALL CITY MANAGEMENT, INC. 69019 Crossing Guard Services, 1/10/21 - 

1/23/21

430-420-720822 3,682.26          

Fund 430 - CARES Act Assistance - State Total: 9,944.41          

Fund: 451 - LIABILITY SELF-INSURANCE

02/11/2021 SUNSET PROPERTY SERVICES JONSET 

CORPORATION

123770 Pressure Washing Services, Jan '21 430-420-720000 208.08             

02/11/2021 SUNSET PROPERTY SERVICES JONSET 

CORPORATION

123771 Contract Serv - Public Safety, COVID-

19, Jan '21

430-420-720000 1,829.59          

02/11/2021 DIAMOND ENVIRONMENTAL 0003076251 Contract Serv - Sanitation, Cabot 

Park, Feb '21

430-420-721505 924.16             

02/11/2021 DIAMOND ENVIRONMENTAL 0003076252 Contract Serv - Sanitation, Civic Ctr, 

Feb '21

430-420-721505 924.16             

02/04/2021 WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 67262 - 67263 Professional Services Legal, Nov '20 430-420-700010 1,452.00          

02/11/2021 DIAMOND ENVIRONMENTAL 0003076250 Contract Serv - Sanitation, Comm Ctr, 

Feb '21

430-420-721505 924.16             

02/11/2021 ECONOMICS, INC. 2017-2018.43 Professional Services, Recycling 

Program, Jan '21

307-355-700000 8,292.24          

Fund 307 - C & D FORFEITED DEPOSITS Total: 16,531.89       

Fund: 430 - CARES Act Assistance - State

Fund 221 - SENIOR MOBILITY PROGRAM Total: 112.00             

Fund: 307 - C & D FORFEITED DEPOSITS

02/11/2021 ECONOMICS, INC. 2017-2018.42 Professional Services, Recycling 

Program, Dec '20

307-355-700000 8,239.65          

Fund 101 - MGP DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION - VALH PROJECT Total: 41,595.25       

Fund: 221 - SENIOR MOBILITY PROGRAM

02/11/2021 CALIFORNIA YELLOW CAB 1406021 Senior Mobility Program, Jan '21 221-310-720000 112.00             

Warrant Register - Payables Detail Report Payment Dates: 01/29/2021 - 02/11/2021

Payment Date Vendor Name Payable Number Description (Payable) Account Number

02/11/2021 KELLY ASSOCIATES MANAGEMENT 

GROUP, LLC

020121 Professional Services, Jan '21 101-225-700040 9,071.25          
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2/15/2021 8:33:38 PM Page 4 of 5

100-420-720835 Fingerprint Identification Svc 1,388.00                  1,388.00                 

100-600-790600 Transfers Out - Capital Imprv 25,375.00               25,375.00               

101-000-223000 Plan Application Deposit 41,595.25               41,595.25               

100-420-646100 Maint & Repairs - Vehicles 1,483.47                  1,483.47                 

100-420-720401 Animal Care & Shelter Services 55,131.59               55,131.59               

100-420-720822 Crossing Guard Services 4,909.68                  4,909.68                 

100-355-720701 Parks Contract Repair 4,734.33                  4,734.33                 

100-355-720702 Tree Maintenance 10,276.00               10,276.00               

100-420-646000 Maint & Rep-Equip & Machinery 4,318.81                  4,318.81                 

100-355-720420 Traffic Signal Maintenance 25,092.27               25,092.27               

100-355-720500 Graffiti Removal 7,876.00                  7,876.00                 

100-355-720700 Landscape Maintenance Contract 84,508.00               84,508.00               

100-355-700101 Traffic Engineer Services 2,619.10                  2,619.10                 

100-355-720400 Street Maintenance 18,081.50               18,081.50               

100-355-720410 Street Sweeping 11,926.76               11,926.76               

100-310-720302 Contract Services - Homelessness 600.00                     600.00                     

100-355-631400 Electric-Street Lights/Signals 9,745.87                  9,745.87                 

100-355-635000 Utilities - Water 8,154.06                  8,154.06                 

100-225-700225 Housing Element 420.75                     420.75                     

100-310-622005 Operating Supplies Comm Ctr 36.83                       36.83                       

100-310-641000 Rent/Lease - Equipment 82.97                       82.97                       

100-195-641200 Rent/Lease - Copier 1,429.31                  1,429.31                 

100-195-720050 Contract Serv-Software Support 14,120.60               14,120.60               

100-225-700012 Legal Services - Community 880.00                     880.00                     

100-195-622000 Operating Supplies 98.30                       98.30                       

100-195-630000 Telephone & Communication 1,975.62                  1,975.62                 

100-195-641000 Rent/Lease - Equipment 498.39                     498.39                     

100-155-700055 Professional Services - 2,781.00                  2,781.00                 

100-195-620000 Office Supplies 212.87                     212.87                     

100-195-621000 Computer Supplies 1,451.40                  1,451.40                 

100-155-700030 Professional Svcs- City Clerk 75.00                       75.00                       

100-155-700050 Professional Services- Financial 500.00                     500.00                     

100-155-700051 Professional Services - Annual 3,270.00                  3,270.00                 

100-155-626000 Subscriptions & Books 533.22                     533.22                     

100-155-700010 Legal Services-General Counsel 32,530.46               32,530.46               

100-155-700011 Legal Services-Litigation 1,489.60                  1,489.60                 

100-105-690100 Property Loss Coverage 201.00                     201.00                     

100-155-624001 Advertising - Legal 455.00                     455.00                     

100-155-625000 Postage & Delivery 157.52                     157.52                     

100-000-222000 Refundable Deposits 250.00                     250.00                     

100-000-227001 SecurityDeposit-WasteRecycling 12,546.00               12,546.00               

100-000-442000 Building Related Permits 346.47                     346.47                     

100-000-220444 EncroachmentGrading 34.00                       34.00                       

100-000-221011 Building Standards Fee 2.00                          2.00                         

100-000-221012 SB1186 ADA CASp Fees 4.00                          4.00                         

Account Summary

Account Number Account Name Expense Amount Payment Amount

100-000-120004 AcctsReceivable- 53,883.75               53,883.75               

451 - LIABILITY SELF-INSURANCE 110.00                     110.00                     

600 - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT -                            -                           

Grand Total: 474,780.05             474,780.05            

221 - SENIOR MOBILITY PROGRAM 112.00                     112.00                     

307 - C & D FORFEITED DEPOSITS 16,531.89               16,531.89               

430 - CARES Act Assistance - State 9,944.41                  9,944.41                 

Report Summary

Fund Summary

Fund Expense Amount Payment Amount

100 - GENERAL FUND 406,486.50             406,486.50             

101 - MGP DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION - VALH PROJECT 41,595.25               41,595.25               

Warrant Register - Payables Detail Report Payment Dates: 01/29/2021 - 02/11/2021
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Grand Total: 474,780.05             474,780.05            

2/15/2021 8:33:38 PM Page 5 of 5

Grand Total: 474,780.05             474,780.05            

Project Account Summary

Project Account Key Expense Amount Payment Amount

**None** 474,780.05             474,780.05             

451-155-700011 Legal Services-Litigation 110.00                     110.00                     

600-000-490100 Transfer In- General Fund (25,375.00)              (25,375.00)              

600-251-950168 TrafficSignalmprovCoordination 25,375.00               25,375.00               

430-420-720000 Contract Services - Public Safety, 2,037.67                  2,037.67                 

430-420-720822 Contract Services - Crossing 3,682.26                  3,682.26                 

430-420-721505 Contract Services- 2,772.48                  2,772.48                 

221-310-720000 Contract Services 112.00                     112.00                     

307-355-700000 Professional Services 16,531.89               16,531.89               

430-420-700010 Legal Services, COVID-19 1,452.00                  1,452.00                 

101-000-450000 Planning Fees (41,595.25)              (41,595.25)              

101-225-700012 Legal Services 32,524.00               32,524.00               

101-225-700040 Consultant Services, Project 9,071.25                  9,071.25                 

Warrant Register - Payables Detail Report Payment Dates: 01/29/2021 - 02/11/2021

Account Summary

Account Number Account Name Expense Amount Payment Amount
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: Kenneth H. Rosenfield P.E. 
Interim Director of Emergency Services/Interim City Manager 

ISSUE: City Council Review and Confirmation of the Necessity for Continuing the 
Local Emergency Related to the On-Going Threat of the Novel COVID-19 
Virus 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council review and confirm the necessity for 
continuing the local emergency declared in response to the Novel COVID-19 virus 

SUMMARY: 

On March 18, 2020, the City Manager, acting in his capacity as Director of Emergency 

Services, proclaimed the existence of a local emergency relating to COVID-19 (the 

"coronavirus"), at which time the City Council was not in session. On March 24, 2020, 

during a special meeting the City Council ratified and confirmed the City Manager’s 

proclamation declaring the existence of a local emergency. Since that time, the rate of 

infection and threat to public health and safety have not abated, as the number of cases 

continue to grow. As of February 4, 2021, there were more than 105 million worldwide 

cases of COVID-19, and 2.28 million deaths. Locally, there were 249,000 confirmed cases 

and 3,199 deaths in Orange County. Since then, the worldwide cases have increased to 

more than 110 million, and the worldwide deaths have increased to more than 2.43 

million. County-wide, the number of confirmed cases has increase from 249,000 to 

258,000 and deaths have increased from 3,199 to 3,644. Pursuant to Laguna Hills 

Municipal Code (“LHMC”) Section 2-32.060, the City Council must review the necessity 

for continuing the local emergency no less frequently than at every subsequent regular 

meeting of the City Council until the emergency is terminated. LHMC Section 2-32.150 

further requires any rules and regulations, such as Executive Orders, issued by the 
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Continuation of Local Emergency 
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Director of Emergency Services/City Manager that are reasonably related to the local 

emergency, such as for the protection of life and property as affected by the emergency, 

to be confirmed as soon as practicable by the City Council. 

BACKGROUND:  

On January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization (“WHO”) declared the outbreak of 

COVID-19 a "public health emergency of international concern" and by March 11, 2020, 

the WHO elevated the public health emergency to the status of a pandemic. On                                  

January 31, 2020, United States Health and Human Services Secretary Alex M. Azar II 

declared a public health emergency for the United States to aid the nation's healthcare 

community in responding to COVID-19. On February 26, 2020, the County of Orange and 

County Health Officer Dr. Nichole Quick declared a local emergency and a local health 

emergency to prepare for COVID-19, and on March 4, 2020, the Governor declared a 

State of Emergency in California allowing state agencies to take any action necessary to 

address COVID-19.  

On March 11, 2020, the Governor and the California Department of Health issued a 

statement entitled "California Public Health Experts: Mass Gatherings Should be 

Postponed or Canceled Statewide to Slow the Spread of COVID-19" determining that 

gatherings should be postponed or canceled across the state until at least the end of 

March. Non-essential gatherings must be limited to no more than 250 people, while 

smaller events can proceed only if the organizers can implement social distancing of six 

(6) feet per person. Gatherings of individuals who are at higher risk for severe illness 

from COVID-19 should be limited to no more than ten (10) people, while also following 

social distancing guidelines. Furthermore, essential gatherings should only be conducted 

if the essential activity could not be postponed or achieved without gathering, meaning 

that some other means of communication could not be used to conduct the essential 

function. 

Within a short period of time thereafter COVID-19 began to spread rapidly throughout 

California necessitating more stringent public health emergency orders. On                                                         

March 12, 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order N-25-20, ordering that all 

residents are to heed the orders and guidance of state and local public health officials. 

Subsequently, on March 13, 2020, President Donald J. Trump declared a National 

Emergency to provide disaster funding, speed up the United States response to the crisis 

created by COVID-19, and to offer maximum flexibility to attack the problem. By                                    

March 16, 2020, President Trump advised the public to avoid groups of more than ten 
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(10) people to fight the COVID-19 outbreak. On March 17, 2020, the Orange County 

Health Officer issued a Public Health Order prohibiting all public and private gatherings 

of any number of people, including at places of work, occurring outside a single 

household or living unit, until March 31, 2020, except for the purposes of engaging in an 

Essential Activity, as defined. This Public Health Order was superseded by the State’s 

Executive Order and continues in effect until further notice. 

In light of these events, on March 18, 2020, the City Manager, acting as the Director of 

Emergency Services pursuant to LHMC Section 2-32.060(B), proclaimed the existence of 

a local emergency within the City of Laguna Hills by enacting Proclamation                                     

No. 2020-03-18-1, at which time the City Council was not in session. A copy of 

Proclamation No. 2020-03-18-1 is attached hereto. On March 24, 2020, the City Council 

unanimously ratified and confirmed the City Manager’s proclamation declaring the 

existence of a local emergency during a special meeting, as required by LHMC                          

Section 2-32.060(B).  

In order to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 across the State, on March 19, 2020, the 

Governor issued Executive Order N-33-20, which directed and ordered all residents to: 

1) immediately heed the current State public health directives; and 2) to stay at home or 

at their place of residence except as needed to maintain continuity of operations of the 

federal critical infrastructure sectors. On March 22, 2020, President Donald J. Trump 

declared California a major disaster area, thereby making federal emergency aid 

available for the State to supplement state, tribal, and local recovery efforts in the areas 

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic beginning on January 1, 2020, and continuing. 

Effective August 31, 2020, Governor Newsom implemented a “Blueprint for a Safer 

Economy,” within the COVID-19 portion of the state’s website at: 

https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/, which allows the public to enter a County and a 

desired activity to verify if it is open. The system also labels each county’s risk level using 

a four color-coded tier system for COVID-19 monitoring that will replace any former 

county-based monitoring systems. As you can see in the graphic below, the system is 

based on the amount of positive cases and positivity rates as either widespread, 

substantial, moderate or minimal.  
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As to the continuing need for the proclamation of emergency and the rules, measures, 

and orders issued to date by the City Council, the following facts are instructive. The 

County of Orange continues to be labeled with a risk factor of Widespread.  

On December 3, 2020, Governor Newsom announced a new Regional Stay Home Order 

that will prohibit gatherings of any size, close operations except for critical 

infrastructure and retail, and require 100% masking and physical distancing. Orange 

County is part of the Southern California Region that includes the counties of Imperial, 

Inyo, Los Angeles, Mono, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, 

Santa Barbara, and Ventura. This Regional Stay Home Order will go into effect within 24 

hours in regions with less than 15% ICU availability. The order will remain in effect for at 

least 3 weeks and, after that period, will be lifted when a region’s projected ICU capacity 

meets or exceeds 15% based on a weekly assessment. On December 6, 2020, the 

Southern California Region was placed on a Regional Stay at Home Order that recently 

ended on January 25, 2021. County restrictions return to their assigned risk level tier. 

As of February 4, 2021, there were more than 105 million worldwide cases of COVID-19, 

and 2.28 million deaths. Locally, there were 249,000 confirmed cases and 3,199 deaths 

in Orange County. Between February 4, 2021, and the date of publication of this staff 

report (February 18, 2021), the worldwide cases have increased to more than 110 

million and the worldwide deaths have increased to more than 2.43 million. County-
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wide cases have increase from 249,000 to 258,000 and county-wide deaths have 

increased from 3,199 to 3,644. These figures continue to grow on a daily basis. The rate 

of infection, potential impact to health care systems, and the threat to public health and 

safety have not abated. The state of local emergency continues to exist.  

It is recommended that the City Council review the necessity for continuing the local 

emergency related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Based on the recommendations of the 

Acting Director of Emergency Services/Acting City Manager and the Chief of Police 

Services, it has been determined that the need for the locally declared emergency, 

pursuant to Proclamation No. 2020-03-18-1, continues to exist and should not be 

terminated at this time. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Proclamation No. 2020-03-18-1, Declaration of Existence of a Local Emergency 
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: Melissa Au-Yeung 
 Deputy City Manager 

ISSUE: Establishment of an Updated Agenda Format and Order of Business for 
Regular City Council Meetings 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council adopt a Resolution entitled: “A Resolution 
of the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, establishing an Updated 
Agenda Format and Order of Business for Regular City Council Meetings.” 
 

 

SUMMARY: 

As defined by the Laguna Hills Municipal Code, Regular City Council meetings are held 

on the second and fourth Tuesday of every month. Pursuant to the State’s open 

meeting law, the “Brown Act”, set forth in Government Code Section 54950, regular 

meetings of a legislative body must be noticed and an agenda posted a minimum of                            

72 hours prior to the meeting being held.  Over the years, the agenda format and order 

of business for the City’s Regular City Council meetings has largely remained the same, 

with few changes. 

At the January 12, 2021 City Council meeting, Mayor Pezold requested staff prepare a 

Resolution to modify and update the agenda format and order of business for the 

Regular City Council meetings.  Specifically, Mayor Pezold requested the addition of the 

following sections: (1) Schedule of Future Events; and (2) City Council Member 

Committee Reports. In addition, it is necessary to add the City Council approved 

Invocation program section at the beginning of the meeting. 
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BACKGROUND:  

As defined by the Laguna Hills Municipal Code, Regular City Council meetings are held 

on the second and fourth Tuesday of every month and we utilize a standard and 

consistent Agenda Format to present the meeting in an orderly fashion. Pursuant to the 

State’s open meeting law, the “Brown Act”, set forth in Government Code Section 

54950, regular meetings of a legislative body must be noticed and an agenda posted a 

minimum of 72 hours prior to the meeting being held.  Over the years, the City’s Agenda 

Format and order of business for the City’s Regular City Council meetings has largely 

remained unchanged. 

At the January 12, 2021, City Council meeting, Mayor Pezold requested staff prepare a 

Resolution to modify and update the agenda format and order of business for the 

Regular City Council meetings.  Specifically, Mayor Pezold requested the addition of the 

following sections: (1) Schedule of Future Events; and (2) City Council Member 

Committee Reports. In addition, it is necessary to add the City Council approved 

Invocation section at the beginning of the meeting. The attached updated Agenda 

Format, attached to the proposed Resolution, includes the following modifications. 

Schedule of Future Events: This section is intended to serve as a time for staff to inform 

the City Council and members of the public by providing a brief announcement of 

events occurring in and throughout the City, or of interest to the community. As shown 

in the agenda template (Exhibit A of the proposed Resolution), this is intended to take 

place between the current Presentations and Proclamations and Public Comments 

portions of the meeting.     

City Council Member Committee Reports: This portion of the meeting is intended to 

provide Council Members an opportunity to present to the City Council as a whole and 

members of the public pertinent information from or about the various committees to 

which the Council Members serve.  This portion of the meeting will occur after Matters 

Agendized and Presented by City Council Members and before City Council Member 

Comments.  

Invocation: Also included in the updated Agenda Format and order of business is an 

Invocation section. At the March 10, 2020, City Council meeting, the City Council 

approved. on a 4-0-1 vote (with Council Member Wheeler abstaining), the adoption of 

an “Invocations Policy” and directed staff to proceed with the implementation of an 

invocation program for City Council meetings. These efforts were temporarily disrupted 
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Establishment of an Updated Agenda Format and Order of Business for Regular City 
Council Meetings 
February 23, 2021 
Page 3 

 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic emergency. On March 17, 2020, the Orange County 

Health Officer issued a stay-at-home order that effectively prohibited all public and 

private gatherings of any number of people outside a single household or living unit, 

including at houses of worship.  Given the evolving nature of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

Staff has resumed implementation of the Invocation program, including reaching out to 

all the houses of worship located within the City boundaries, as well as located within a 

1-mile radius adjacent to City boundaries, to develop a congregations list for the 

Invocations program.   

The invocation will occur at the beginning of the City Council meeting, after the Call to 

Order and before the Pledge of Allegiance.  Until such time that the congregations list is 

finalized, it is recommended that the City Council, on a rotational basis, give a brief 

opening non-sectarian prayer during this portion of the City Council meeting.     

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the proposed Resolution establishing an 

updated agenda format and order of business for Regular City Council meetings. 

FISCAL IMPACT:  

None. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Proposed Resolution with Exhibit A 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-02-23-X 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, ESTABLISHING AN 
UPDATED AGENDA FORMAT AND ORDER OF BUSINESS 
FOR REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 
The City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, hereby finds, 

determines, declares, and resolves as follows: 

WHEREAS, California’s open meeting law, otherwise known as the Brown 
Act (Government Code Section 54950), seeks to ensure that the people’s business be 
conducted openly and transparently; and  

WHEREAS, the Brown Act contains several key provisions, one of which 
mandates that a legislative body of the local agency post an agenda at least 72 hours 
before a regular meeting; and  

WHEREAS, as set forth by the Laguna Hills Municipal Code in Section 2-
40.010, regular meetings of the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills are to be held on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of each month; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to update the City Council meeting 
agenda format and order of business for Regular City Council Meetings. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA 
HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE, AND ORDER AS 
FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  The recitals set forth above are true and correct and are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 
 
SECTION 2. Generally, Regular City Council Meetings will follow the format as set 
forth in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, except as may 
otherwise be ordered by the City Manager or by a majority of the City Council. 
  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 23rd day of February 2021.  

 

 ____________________________________ 
 ERICA PEZOLD, MAYOR 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
MELISSA AU-YEUNG, CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
  

3.5.a

Packet Pg. 40

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

ro
p

o
se

d
 R

es
o

lu
ti

o
n

 w
it

h
 E

xh
ib

it
 A

  (
23

46
 :

 E
st

ab
lis

h
m

en
t 

o
f 

an
 U

p
d

at
ed

 A
g

en
d

a 
F

o
rm

at
 a

n
d

 O
rd

er
 o

f 
B

u
si

n
es

s 
fo

r 
R

eg
u

la
r 

C
it

y



Resolution No. 2021-02-23-X 
Page 2 

 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 
 
 

I, Melissa Au-Yeung, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution 
No. 2021-02-23-X adopted by the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, at a 
Regular Meeting thereof held on the 23rd day of February 2021, by the following vote: 

 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 

 

(SEAL) 
 _____________________________________ 
 MELISSA AU-YEUNG, CITY CLERK 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
CITY COUNCIL/PLANNING AGENCY 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday, January XX, 2021 – 7:00 PM 

(Closed Session at 6:00 PM when scheduled) 

     , Mayor 
, Mayor Pro Tempore , Council Member 
, Council Member , Council Member 

Location: 

NOTICE REGARDING CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19): Please be advised that some, or all, of the City 
Council Members may attend this meeting via teleconference. This meeting is being conducted 
utilizing teleconferencing and electronic means consistent with State of California Executive 
Order N-29-20 dated March 17, 2020, regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. If you wish to attend 
the City Council meeting in person, the City Council Chamber is located at 24035 El Toro Road, 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653. The public shall have the right to observe and offer public comment at 
this location. If you plan on attending, please follow the California Department of Health 
Guidelines by wearing a mask, washing your hands often, refraining from handshakes and 
maintaining social distance of six feet between individuals. You may also view the live stream of 
the meeting online at http://lagunahillsca.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx. 
Submission of Public Comments: While you may attend this meeting in person, given the 
health risks associated with COVID-19, the City encourages those wishing to make public 
comments at the January XX, 2021, City Council meeting, to submit your comments by email to 
the City Clerk at publiccomments@lagunahillsCA.gov, by 5:00 p.m. on January XX, 2021. In the 
subject line of the email, please state your name and the item number you are commenting on. 
Any public comment received that does not specify a particular agenda item number will be 
announced during the general public comment portion of the agenda. If you wish to submit a 
public comment on more than one agenda item, please send a separate email for each item 
you are commenting on. All comments received by 5:00 p.m. on the date of the meeting will be 
provided to the City Council in advance to allow time for the Council Members to read them. 
Email comments will NOT be read by the City Clerk during the meeting, but will be announced 
and made part of the record. Electronic public comments may only be submitted via email and 
comments via text and social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) will not be accepted.  
Announcement of Public Comments: During the applicable agenda item, the City Clerk will 
announce the name of the sender and subject matter of all email comments received by         
5:00 p.m. on January XX, 2021. The email comments, including your name, will become part of 
the record of the City Council meeting and will be public information. 

Resolution No. 2021-02-23-X
Exhibit A
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City of Laguna Hills City Council/Planning Agency  Tuesday, January XX, 2021 
 Regular Meeting Agenda  

 2    

CLOSED SESSION - CONVENING AT 6:00 PM (when scheduled)  

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION ITEM(S) 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION ITEM(S) 

CONVENE INTO CLOSED SESSION 

RECONVENE TO CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

RECESS 

GENERAL BUSINESS - CONVENING AT 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 established rules of decorum for public meetings held by the 
City of Laguna Hills.  Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 is available on the table at the back of 
the City Council Chamber. 

INVOCATION 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

2. SCHEDULE OF FUTURE EVENTS 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

This is the time to address the City Council on any matter not listed on this 
Agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council. Public 
Comments are limited to three minutes per person, an overall time limit of ten 
minutes for any one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes. 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR 
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City of Laguna Hills City Council/Planning Agency  Tuesday, January XX, 2021 
 Regular Meeting Agenda  

 3    

All matters listed under “CONSENT CALENDAR” are considered to be routine and 
will be enacted by one motion approving the recommendation listed on the 
Agenda.  There will be no separate discussion unless Members of the City Council 
or Staff request specific items be removed from the Consent Calendar. 

 ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

5. PLANNING AGENCY 

5.1. ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS 

5.2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 This is the time to address the Planning Agency on any matter not listed on this 
Agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Planning Agency. 
Public Comments are limited to three minutes per person, an overall time limit of 
ten minutes for any one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes. 

5.3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

5.4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

5.5. PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 

6. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS 

7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

8. MATTERS AGENDIZED AND PRESENTED BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

9. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 

10. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

11. CLOSED SESSION (when scheduled) 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION ITEM(S) 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CLOSED SESSION ITEM(S) 

CONVENE INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 RECONVENE TO CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

 CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
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City of Laguna Hills City Council/Planning Agency  Tuesday, January XX, 2021 
 Regular Meeting Agenda  

 4    

ADJOURNMENT 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Melissa Au-Yeung, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, do hereby certify that a copy 
of the foregoing Agenda was posted at Laguna Hills City Hall, Laguna Hills Community 
Center, and the Courtyard at La Paz Center by January XX, 2021, at 5:00 pm. 

 
 
 
     

City Clerk        Date 
 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance 
to participate in this meeting, you should contact the office of the City Clerk at  
(949) 707-2635.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to 
make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to this meeting. 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the City Council after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s 
Office at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California, during normal business hours. 
 
City Council Members receive no additional compensation or stipend as a result of 
simultaneously convening meetings of the Laguna Hills Planning Agency. 
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: Janice Reyes 
 Finance Director 

ISSUE: Second Quarter Financial & Treasurer's Report for Fiscal Year 2020/2021 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council receive and file the Second Quarter 
Financial and Treasurer's Report for Fiscal Year 2020/2021. 
 

 

SUMMARY: 

The City of Laguna Hills Quarterly Financial Report for the Second Quarter of Fiscal Year 

2020/2021 has been completed and is attached. The information presented in the 

Quarterly Financial Report provides the City Council, management, and the public with 

the results of the City’s financial operations for the 2020/2021 fiscal year through                            

December 31, 2020, on a modified accrual basis for all governmental funds. The total 

fund balance at the end of the second quarter for all governmental funds totaled 

$11,262,890.  

At this time, there are no material deviations or significant variances to report at the 

end of the second quarter, when compared to the same period of the prior fiscal year.  

That said, material deviations are expected to materialize in the financial reports for the 

upcoming quarters of the fiscal year, due to the evolving COVID-19 pandemic and its 

significant impact on the economy, as reported in the fiscal year 2020/2021 budget 

update to City Council in July 2020. At present, staff is engaged in an in-depth analysis, 

reviewing and forecasting revenues and expenditures, as part of the Biennial Budget 

preparation process, which will include an updated year-end estimate for this fiscal year 

2020/2021. 

The Quarterly Financial Report contains a condensed Treasurer’s Investment Report as 
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Second Quarter Financial & Treasurer's Report FY 2020/2021 
February 23, 2021 
Page 2 

 

of December 31, 2020, on Page 6. The City’s total portfolio of $12,194,660 at the end of 

the second quarter for all fund types is invested in authorized securities. The City’s 

investment policy approved by City Council Resolution is the prevailing guideline in 

managing investments. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Quarterly Financial Report for the Second Quarter of Fiscal Year 2020/2021 
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Summary of  Funding Sources & Uses 
For the Six Months Ended December 31, 2020 

 CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS   

  Quarterly Financial Report 
 Second Quarter, Fiscal Year 2020/2021 

The Comparative Statement of Operations for Governmental Funds, on page 3, shows the detail of the year-to-
date actual financial activity in relation to the Amended Budget. Year-to-date financial activity for all govern-
mental funds through December 31, 2020, reports expenditures exceeding revenues by approximately $1.3 
million, with the City receiving roughly $9.6 million in total funding sources and incurring roughly $10.9 mil-
lion in total funding uses.  
 
The financial activity is reported using modified-accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized when 
they become measurable and available as net current assets. Available means that the amounts were collected 
during the reporting period or soon enough thereafter to be available to finance the expenditures accrued for 
the reporting period. Generally, the City uses an availability period of 60 days. Expenditures are recognized in 
the period in which the liability is incurred and expected to be paid with expendable available financial re-
sources. 
 
Interpreting the information presented herein requires consideration of the cash flow fluctuations of revenues 
and expenditures during the fiscal year. With two quarters of the fiscal year complete, total funding sources 
for all governmental funds was 37% of budget and funding uses was at 44% of budget. There are a number of 
revenue and expenditures items that would show significant deviation if a straight-line comparison was ap-
plied. In a straight-line approach, one would expect line items to approximate 50% of budget by the end of the 
quarter. However, the timing of many revenue and expenditure transactions do not occur at uniform times or 
at equal intervals over the course of the fiscal year. Hence, although the second quarter represents 50% of the 
fiscal year, not all line items will be at 50% of the budget.  
 
There are no material variances to report as of the end of the second quarter, when compared with the same 
period of the previous fiscal year. However, given the dynamic conditions of the current COVID-19 pandemic 
and its impact on the economy, significant variances are expected to materialize in the proceeding quarters of 
the fiscal year 2020/21, most notably as shortfalls in sales tax revenue and transient occupancy tax reve-
nues. The anticipated shortfalls in revenue will be partially offset by the expected reductions in total expendi-
ture, as presented in the budget update to City Council in July 2020. At present, staff is engaged in an in-
depth analysis, reviewing and forecasting revenues and expenditures, as part of the Biennial Budget prepara-
tion process, which will include an updated year-end estimate for this fiscal year 2020-2021.    

T he following unaudited financial information summarizes the City’s overall financial activity for the 
current fiscal year through December 31, 2020. Financial analysis for this report is provided for the 
General Fund, Capital Improvement Program, Debt Service, and other City governmental funds, and 
is intended to provide the City Council and the public with a summary overview of the City’s general 

fiscal condition through December 31, 2020.  
 
A Summary of Funding Sources and Uses for the six months ended December 31, 2020, is presented in the 
table below.  

  
YTD 

Actual 
(million) 

Budget 
(million) 

YTD 
% of 

Budget 
  

Funding Sources $  9.6 $ 26.1 37% 

Funding Uses 10.9  25.0 44% 

Net Change ($1.3) $1.2  
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Funding Uses 

The City’s total funding sources comprise of general fund revenues, special fund revenues, and other 
financing sources. At the end of the second quarter, total funding sources were approximately $9.6 
million, or 37% of budget. 

GENERAL FUND REVENUES 

General Fund Revenues are utilized primarily to finance the City’s general governmental activities. At 
quarter end, general fund revenues totaled $7,970,040 or 35% of budget. Receipts of Property Tax 
came in at $4,421,450, or 38% of budget. Intergovernmental Revenues, which includes sales tax reve-
nue, were $1,820,425, or 30%, of budget. The recording of these revenue sources comply with GASB 
33 which addresses the timing of recognition of non-exchange transactions, e.g. taxes and fines. Reve-
nues from non-exchange transactions, such as property and sales tax, received in the first two months 
of this fiscal year were accrued in the prior fiscal year. Franchise Tax from utility companies and Tran-
sient Occupancy Tax came in at $494,879 or 19% of budget. These receipts lag at least a quarter and 
no accrual was made at quarter end. Revenues from Licenses & Permits, $481,339, and Charges for 
Services, $691,146, are dependent upon development activities and came in at 47% and 55% of budg-
et, respectively.  Fines and Forfeitures, which includes parking and vehicle fines, ended the quarter at 
32% of budget, at $60,800. 

SPECIAL REVENUES AND GRANTS 

Many of the Special Revenue funding sources are tied in with the City’s Capital Improvement Plan. The 
receipts of funding sources for certain capital projects typically lag behind the spending on the pro-
jects, as the claims are applied for during construction or after project-completion. At the end of the  
second quarter, special revenues receipts totaled $1,595,475, or 52% of budget.  
 
OTHER FUNDING SOURCES 
The City reported interest income of $31,819, or 21% of budget, for the first six months of the fiscal 
year. 

Page 2 

The City’s total funding uses consist of the City’s 
Operating Expenditures, outlay for Capital Improve-
ment projects, debt charges and expenditures for 
grant related programs.  At the end of the second 
quarter, total funding uses were approximately  
$10.9 million, which was 44% of budget.  

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 

At the end of the second quarter, operating ex-
penditures totaled roughly $9.75 million, which 
represents 45% of the total operating budget. 
While total operating expenditures came in at 44% 
of budget, the spending level for Non-
Departmental came in much higher, at 82% of its 
budget, due to annual insurance premiums paid 
in full at the onset of the fiscal year, as well as an-
nual IT related maintenance contracts.  

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) 

The purpose of the Capital Improvement Plan is to 
systematically plan, schedule, and finance capital 
projects as approved and prioritized by the City 
Council. CIP expenditures totaled $598,760, or 
73% of budget, at the end of the second quarter.  

Funding Sources 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS,  SECOND QUARTER FY 2020/21 

The following table lists the YTD expenditures 
for capital projects by type as of December 31, 
2020.  

OTHER FUNDING USES 

As of the end of the second quarter, payments 
for debt service totaled $103,441.  Use of Re-
serves totaled $1,216 for claims expense; 
$1,240 was spent on the senior mobility pro-
gram, primarily funded by OCTA M2 SMP funds; 
$42,568 of forfeited C&D deposits was spent to-
ward the City’s recycling program; CARES Act 
expenditures were $377,339, plus the touchless 
public facility capital project of $100,000 report-
ed in with CIP expenditures. 

Capital Improvement Program 

For the 6  Months Ended, December 31, 2020 

Streets, Signals & LighƟng      $     53,637    

Flood Control & Water Quality     138,347   

Public FaciliƟes     406,777   

Total    $    598,760    
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS,  SECOND QUARTER FY 2020/21 3.6.a
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OPERATING 
EXPENDITURES 

FY 2020/21, 
 

As of 12/31/20 

REVENUES 
 

General Fund &  
Special Revenue Funds 

FY 2020/21, 
 

As of 12/31/2020 
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Page 5 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS,  SECOND QUARTER FY 2020/21  

 
Below is a snapshot of the City’s fund balance as of December 31, 2020. At the end of the second 
quarter of the current fiscal year, the City’s total fund balance for its governmental funds stood at 
$11,262,890. Additionally, an abridged balance sheet, which summarizes the City’s assets and liabil-
ities, is included on page 4 and reconciles the fund balance at quarter end. City-managed short-term 
idle funds, as well as debt service funds, are invested in approved securities.  
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Page 6 CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS,  SECOND QUARTER FY 2020/21  

T ’  I  R  - A  F  (C඗ඖඌඍඖඛඍඌ) 
F   S  Q  E  D  31, 2020 

The City’s investment policy approved by Council resolution is the prevailing guideline in managing 
investments. Short-term excess cash is currently invested primarily in the State Treasurer’s Local 
Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) and the Investment Trust of California (CalTRUST), a Public Joint 
Powers Authority (JPA). Restricted investments held under trust indenture by The Bank of New York 
Mellon Trust Company, N.A, is a Reserve Fund, deposited with LAIF, established to secure the timely 
payment of principal and interest represented by the 2010 Refinancing Project bond issues.   

The following is the summary of the cash and investments as of December 31, 2020, compared with 
the same period of the previous fiscal year: 

We believe the City’s portfolio provides sufficient cash flow liquidity to meet the next six months of 
the City’s projected operating expenditures. 
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: Janice Reyes 
 Finance Director 

ISSUE: Updated Resolution Authorizing City Staff to Deposit and Withdraw City 
Monies in the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) in the State Treasury 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council adopt an updated Resolution entitled:  "A 
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, authorizing the 
investment of monies in the Local Agency Investment Fund" 
 

 

SUMMARY: 

The State of California Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) requires that the City 

submit an updated list of the City staff authorized to deposit and withdraw money in to 

and out of the State investment pool. It is staff’s recommendation that the City Council 

adopt a Resolution in a format required by LAIF authorizing the Interim City Manager/ 

City Treasurer and the Finance Director to act on behalf of the City with LAIF. 

BACKGROUND:  

LAIF is a State investment pool administered by the Treasurer of the State of California 

into which cities and other local governmental entities may invest idle funds. By pooling 

the cash deposited by these local agencies, LAIF staff is able to invest through a 

diversified portfolio with savings on security purchase costs due to economies of scale. 

The pool invests in high quality securities to ensure the portfolio’s safety. The portfolio 

is managed so that any agency can withdraw up to all its deposits on any given day, 

subject to certain restrictions. LAIF staff has managed to achieve exceptional yields over 

the life of the investment pool considering its emphasis on safety and liquidity. 
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LAIF Deposit and Withdrawal Authorization 
February 23, 2021 
Page 2 

 

California Government Code section 16429.3 protects the local governmental entities’ 

funds from seizure, impoundment, loan or transfer by the State of California. If the State 

fails to adopt a budget, California Government Code Section 16429.4 protects the rights 

of participating local agencies to withdraw funds upon demand. Such rights cannot be 

“altered, impaired or denied in any way” by the State official or State agency under this 

code section. 

The City’s authorization with LAIF was originally established in 1992 under Resolution 

No. 92-03-24-1 and there have been City staff changes since that time. As a result, an 

updated resolution is required by LAIF. The attached proposed updated resolution 

grants authority to the Interim City Manager/City Treasurer and Finance Director to 

transact business with LAIF.  

FISCAL IMPACT:  

The utilization of LAIF for investment of City funds provides interest earnings to the 

City's benefit. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Proposed Resolution Authorizing the Investment of City Monies in LAIF 
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RESOLUTION NO.  2021-02-23-X 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING 
INVESTMENT OF MONIES IN THE LOCAL AGENCY 
INVESTMENT FUND (LAIF) 

 

WHEREAS, The Local Agency Investment Fund is established in the State 
Treasury under Government Code section 16429.1 et. seq. for the deposit of money of a 
local agency for purposes of investment by the State Treasurer; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds that the deposit and withdrawal 
of money in the Local Agency Investment Fund in accordance with Government Code 
Section 16429.1 et. seq. for the purpose of investment as provided therein is in the best 
interests of the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA 
HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE, AND ORDER AS 
FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Authorize the deposit and withdrawal of the City of Laguna Hills’ 
monies in the Local Agency Investment Fund in the State Treasury in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 16429.1 et. seq. of the 
Government Code for the purpose of investment as provided therein. 

SECTION 2. The following City officers holding the titles specified herein below or 
their successors in office are each hereby authorized to order the 
deposit or withdrawal of monies in the Local Agency Investment Fund 
and may execute and deliver any and all documents necessary or 
advisable in order to effectuate the purposes of this resolution and the 
transactions contemplated hereby: 

Kenneth H. Rosenfield - Interim City Manager/City Treasurer 

Janice Mateo Reyes - Finance Director 

SECTION 3. This resolution shall remain in full force and effect until rescinded by 
the City Council by resolution and a copy of the resolution rescinding 
this resolution is filed with the State Treasurer’s Office. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 23rd day of February 2021.  

 

 ____________________________________ 
 ERICA PEZOLD, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________ 
MELISSA AU-YEUNG, CITY CLERK 
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2 

 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 
 

I, Melissa Au-Yeung, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution                               
No. 2021-02-23-X adopted by the City Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, at a 
Regular Meeting thereof held on the 23rd day of February, 2021, by the following vote:  

 
AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSENT:  

ABSTAIN:  

 

(SEAL) 

 

 _____________________________________ 
 MELISSA AU-YEUNG, CITY CLERK   
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: David Reynolds 
Deputy City Manager 

ISSUE: Proposed Amendment No. 2 to the Consulting Services Agreement With 
Eco/Nomics, Inc., for Continued Solid Waste and Recycling Consulting 
Services 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council: 1) Waive formal competitive bidding 
requirements and procedures set forth in the City of Laguna Hills Municipal Code 
(LHMC) Section 3-08.150 pursuant to the exceptions set forth in LHMC Sections 3- 
08.110(D), (I), and (J), for approval of the proposed Amendment No. 2 to the 
Consulting Services Agreement for Solid Waste and Recycling Consulting Services with 
Eco/Nomics, Inc.; 2) Approve  proposed Amendment No. 2 to the Consulting Services 
Agreement with Eco/Nomics, Inc., extending the term of the Agreement for an 
additional 2 years through June 30, 2023, and increasing the maximum contract 
amount by $248,000 from $330,000 to $578,000; and 3) Authorize the Mayor to sign 
the proposed Amendment No. 2. 

SUMMARY: 

Consistent with the City’s contract model approach to providing services to the 

community, on June 14, 2016, the City entered into a consulting services agreement 

(“Agreement”) for solid waste and recycling consulting services with Eco/Nomics, Inc. 

(“EcoNomics”). The Agreement called for consulting services to be provided during an 

initial three (3) year term ("Initial Term") ending June 30, 2019. On June 11, 2019, the 

City Council approved and entered into Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement for the 

purpose of extending the Initial Term of the Agreement for an additional two (2) year 

period ("Renewal Option") under the same terms and conditions set forth in the 
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EcoNomics Amendment No. 2 
February 23, 2021 
Page 2 

Agreement.  Amendment No. 1 also increased the Maximum Contract Amount set forth 

in Section 2.1 of the Agreement by $80,000, from $250,000 to $330,000. 

Typically, when a contract for professional services expires, the City prepares a new 

competitive selection process and issues a request for proposals (RFP) inviting qualified 

firms to submit proposals to provide consulting services and establish a new contract 

term. However, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is staff’s opinion that such formal 

competitive procurement process at this time is not in the City's best interest for the 

reasons stated in this staff report. Therefore, Staff recommends that the City Council 

approve and enter into a second amendment (Amendment No. 2) with EcoNomics, 

extending the term of the Agreement for an additional two (2) years to June 30, 2023, to 

ensure the City has continued, uninterrupted on-call solid waste and recycling 

consulting services. There is also a need to simultaneously increase the Maximum 

Contract Amount set forth in Section 2.1 of the Agreement by $248,000, from $330,000 

to $578,000 in order for EcoNomics to continue to assist the City with the 

implementation of State required recycling programs (including organics), with contract 

negotiations with CR&R (City’s solid waste and recycling franchised hauler), and with the 

development of RFP documents and a sample franchise agreement for the procurement 

process for the next 10-year franchise agreement which begins July 1, 2024. 

Amendment No. 2 increases the Maximum Contract Amount as described above. 

Staff further recommends that the City Council make findings and declare that due to 

the declared state of emergency it is appropriate to waive provisions of the Laguna Hills 

Municipal Code (LHMC) Procurement Code Section 3-08.150 and approve proposed 

Amendment No. 2. The consulting services provided by EcoNomics are essential for 

support to staff with the administration of the Solid Waste and Recycling Franchise with 

CR&R, the implementation of recycling programs, and guidance through the numerous 

regulations and reporting requirements imposed on local governments by the State. 

BACKGROUND: 

The competitive selection requirements and procedures for professional services are set 

forth in Section 3.08.150 of the LHMC (Procurement Code). Staff issued an RFP and 

completed a formal competitive selection process in 2016 where EcoNomics was 

identified as the most qualified firm. The City and EcoNomics entered into a consulting 

services agreement which provided for an Initial Term that expired June 30, 2019. Prior 

to the Agreement’s 2019 expiration date, the City Council approved Amendment No. 1 

to the Agreement to add the Renewal Term for an additional two (2) years to the 
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EcoNomics Amendment No. 2 
February 23, 2021 
Page 3 

Agreement. The Agreement is currently scheduled to expire on June 30, 2021, by 

operation of its own terms, unless extended.  

On March 4, 2020, the Governor declared a state of emergency in California in response 

to the outbreak of the novel COVID-19 virus, and by March 11, 2020, the World Health 

Organization designated the outbreak of the virus as a pandemic.  Subsequently on 

March 18, 2020, the City proclaimed a local emergency in order for the City to promptly 

address, prepare for, and take actions necessary to protect the public health, safety, and 

welfare within the City in response to the anticipated spread of the novel COVID-19 

virus. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the declared local emergency, the statewide 

emergency declaration, the partial closure of City Hall, reduced access to businesses, 

modified work schedules, work-from-home health orders, and reduced service levels, it 

is Staff’s opinion that such formal competitive procurement process at this time is not in 

the City's best interest as it would result in an interruption to the necessary, ongoing 

recycling and solid waste franchise consulting services contracted for under the 

Agreement, which could negatively impact City's ability to timely implement various 

CalRecycle regulations, as mandated by State law, and most likely will not result in any 

significant cost savings to the City. 

Due to the declared state of emergency caused by the novel COVID-9 pandemic, and 

based on the facts herein the City Council is requested to waive the formal competitive 

bidding requirements set forth in Laguna Hills Municipal Code ("LHMC") 

Section 3-08.150, pursuant to the exceptions set forth in LHMC Sections 3-08.110(D), (I) 

and (J). For each of the exceptions, staff has provided justifications below for waiving 

the requirements of LHMC 3-08.150. 

LHMC 3-08.110(D) 

When emergency conditions require the immediate purchase of goods and 

supplies, equipment, materials, or services. For purposes of this section, 

emergency purchases are those procurements that are required to prevent 

immediate interruption or cessation of necessary city services or to safeguard life, 

property, or the public health and welfare. The Purchasing Officer shall file 

promptly with the City Council a report showing such conditions and the necessity 

for such action, together with an itemized account of all expenditures. 

Justification: AB 1826 established recycling legislation that set a tiered (phased in 

approach) of implementing mandatory commercial organic waste recycling 

requirements. First enacted in 2016, AB 1826 initially set a waste generation 

3.8

Packet Pg. 60



EcoNomics Amendment No. 2 
February 23, 2021 
Page 4 

threshold that businesses that generate 8 cubic yards or more of organic waste 

per week shall arrange for organic waste recycling services.   Each year after 2016 

the waste generation threshold became more inclusive and was modified on 

January 1, 2019, to require that businesses that generate 4 cubic yards or more 

of commercial solid waste1 per week shall arrange for organic waste recycling 

services.  Local jurisdictions, per AB 1826 are required to provide education and 

outreach to businesses for the successful implementation of organic waste 

recycling programs.   

EcoNomics has helped the City with the requirements of AB 1826 since its 

enactment and our education and outreach efforts during calendar year 2019 still 

resulted in a large number of businesses not implementing a mandatory organic 

waste recycling service. Consequently, Staff, EcoNomics, and CR&R began an 

intensive commercial outreach campaign in early January 2020, to include site 

visits to non-compliant businesses, on-site waste assessments, development of 

proposals to highlight service cost savings to non-compliant businesses, and 

assistance with the implementation (including training of staff) of an organic 

recycling program. Unfortunately, the Governor declared a state of emergency in 

California on March 4, 2020, in response to the outbreak of the novel COVID-19 

virus, and the City’s commercial outreach campaign work efforts were severely 

curtailed by the pandemic during 2020. 

It is important to note the commercial recycling programs are mandatory under 

State law, and the State has thus far refused to postpone any program 

implementation deadlines due to COVID-19. For instance, because the State did 

not attain its Statewide goal of achieving 50% diversion of organic waste by 2020, 

CalRecycle in September 2020 modified the AB 1826 commercial generation 

threshold to require businesses that generate 2 cubic yards of organic waste or 

more per week to implement an organics recycling program—which requires the 

City to contact more businesses to verify AB 1826 compliance and the 

implementation of recycling programs. 

1 The definition of commercial solid waste was further clarified through AB 1398 and includes all types of solid 

waste generated by a store, office, or other commercial or public entity source, including a business or a 

multifamily dwelling of five or more units that falls under the definition of a covered business above (PRC Section 

42649.1). 
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EcoNomics Amendment No. 2 
February 23, 2021 
Page 5 

It is advisable to not switch to a new solid waste and recycling consultant at this 

time because COVID-19 has negatively impacted EcoNomics’ public outreach 

efforts to implement successful organic recycling programs.  In addition, there is 

a tremendous amount of work that is involved in the successful implementation 

of recycling programs as well as the solid waste and recycling franchise 

agreement work in light of SB 1383 that is described in the following sections of 

this staff report. This has required the City to increase the Maximum Contract 

Amount in the Agreement in 2019, and now requires the City to again increase 

the Maximum Contract Amount as stipulated in the Agreement because the 

funding allocation will be exhausted before June 30, 2020.    

LHMC 3-08.110(I) 

When an unusual or unique situation exists, in that due to experience, specialized 

qualifications, particular expertise, performance history, and/or reputation, a 

particular company, vendor, consultant, or contractor is uniquely qualified for a 

particular task or project, which makes application of the requirements for 

competitive solicitation under this chapter contrary to either the intended 

purpose of the project or the public interest. 

Justification: EcoNomics drafted the City’s current Solid Waste and Recycling 

Franchise Agreement and is very familiar with it. EcoNomics is also well versed on 

SB 1383 with a looming deadline of January 1, 2022, to implement several of its 

requirements. Both SB 1383 regulation implementation and ongoing efforts to 

evaluate changes to the City’s Solid Waste and Recycling Franchise Agreement 

are currently underway by EcoNomics.   

EcoNomics is uniquely qualified to assist the City with its negotiation efforts with 

CR&R to incorporate SB 1383 requirements into the Solid Waste and Recycling 

Franchise Agreement and assisting with a solid waste and recycling franchise 

procurement. EcoNomics is currently working for 10 cities in Orange County on a 

wide range of projects for SB 1383, AB 1826, and AB 341 compliance 

management, implementation, and contract management. They are very familiar 

with the countywide solid waste and recycling issues, the compliance assessment 

and enforcement protocols used by CalRecycle by Local Assistance and Market 

Development (LAMD) representatives, as well as all the haulers operating within 

the area. They are currently negotiating franchise amendments and rates with 

CR&R to incorporate SB 1383 requirements for two cities in Orange County: 

Newport Beach and Lake Forest.  In the last two years, EcoNomics has amended, 
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EcoNomics Amendment No. 2 
February 23, 2021 
Page 6 

or conducted an RFP process for a franchise agreement for six Orange County 

cities: Laguna Niguel, Lake Forest, Tustin, Newport Beach, Anaheim, and San Juan 

Capistrano. Moreover, EcoNomics has also assisted several cities with the 

adoption of SB 1383 enforcement ordinances 

At this juncture, staff believes that it is not in the City’s best interest to conduct a 

competitive bid process for a solid waste and recycling consultant. This will 

interrupt the City’s progress, already underway, to draft a SB 1383 enforcement 

ordinance, to negotiate new agreement terms with CR&R to meet the SB 1383 

requirements deadline of January 1, 2022, and the establishment of a new 

10-year franchise agreement template and RFP documents planned to be used 

during a competitive procurement process initiated by the City in 2022. 

LHMC 3-08.110(J) 

When, in the opinion of the City Council, it is determined that compliance with the 

procurement policies, procedures and/or requirements is not in the best interest 

of the city. 

Justification: Staff believes that the cost for solid waste and recycling consulting 

services will increase if a competitive bid process is initiated. Especially with the 

amount of work that is required to implement SB 1383 regulations and the 

procurement process for the next 10-year franchise agreement commencing on 

July 1, 2024. Since 2016, EcoNomics has not increased its hourly rates for service 

and is not requesting a rate increase for the requested two-year extension; 

thereby, providing no hourly rate increases for the City over a seven-year period 

if Amendment No. 2 is approved by the City Council.    

It is in the City’s best interest to secure EcoNomics’ current hourly rates for 

consulting services for another two years which will afford more consulting time 

for EcoNomics to assist City staff with solid waste and recycling work efforts 

through June 30, 2023. 
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EcoNomics Amendment No. 2 
February 23, 2021 
Page 7 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Staff recommends that the maximum contract amount be increased by $248,000, from 

$330,000 to $578,000. Monies paid to EcoNomics have come from the City’s recycling 

special revenue funds and payments made by CR&R per the franchise agreement; 

therefore, there is no anticipated general fund impact for EcoNomics’ consulting 

services at this time. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Attachment a - Proposed Amendment No. 2 to Consulting Services Agreement
with Eco/Nomics Inc.

• Attachment b - Amendment No. 1 to Consulting Services Agreement with Eco/
Nomics, Inc.

• Attachment c - Consulting Services Agreement with Eco/Nomics, Inc.
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AMENDMENT NO. 2 
TO CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT 

Eco/Nomics, Inc., dba Ecal/Nomics, Inc. 
(Solid Waste and Recycling Consulting Services) 

 
 
  
 THIS SECOND AMENDMENT to the Consulting Services Agreement with ECO/NOMICS, 
INC., (the “Amendment” or "Amendment No. 2")) is made and entered into to be effective the 23rd 
day of February 2021, by and between the CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, a municipal corporation 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of California (hereinafter referred to as the 
“City”), and ECO/NOMICS, INC., a Colorado corporation, doing business in the State of California 
as ECAL/NOMICS, INC., (hereinafter referred to as “Consultant”).  City and Consultant are 
sometimes hereinafter individually referred to as “Party” and are hereinafter collectively referred to 
as “Parties.” 
 

RECITALS 
  

A. City and Consultant previously entered into a Consulting Services Agreement for the 
provision of certain solid waste and recycling consulting services to be performed for the Project, as 
defined in the Agreement, on as as-needed, on-call basis, which agreement was made and entered 
into on June 14, 2016 (the “Agreement”) and which may be duly amended, in writing, from time to 
time by the Parties. City does not have the personnel or technical expertise necessary to perform the 
work and services contracted for under the Agreement. 

 
B. Sections 2.3 (Changes in Scope) and 10.2 (Amendment) of the Agreement provide 

that the Agreement may be amended in writing at any time by mutual consent of the Parties.  Section 
2.3 provides that the Parties may enter into an amendment to provide for additional services not 
included in the Agreement. Additionally, Section 1.8 (Additional Services) of the Agreement 
specifically provides that the City shall have the right at any time during the performance of the 
Services, without invalidating the Agreement, to order extra work beyond that specified in the Scope 
of Services or make changes by altering, adding to, or deducting from such Work.   

 
C. The initial term of the Agreement was scheduled to expire on June 30, 2019, by 

operation of its own terms, unless extended by mutual written agreement of the Parties.  Section 3.4 
(Term) provides that the City had the option, at its sole discretion, to renew and extend the Initial 
Term of the Agreement for an additional two (2) year term ("Renewal Term").  On June 11, 2019, 
the Parties approved and entered into Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement for the purpose of 
extending the Term ("Initial Term") of the Agreement for an additional two (2) year period 
("Renewal Option") in order to provide for continued, uninterrupted solid waste and recycling 
consulting services on as as-needed, on-call basis for the Project, as defined in the Agreement, under 
the same terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement, but with an updated listing of assigned and 
available consultants and same corresponding hourly rates.  Amendment No. 1 also increased the 
Maximum Contract Amount set forth in Section 2.1 of the Agreement by $80,000, from $250,000 to 
$330,000. 
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1555076.1 

D. Unless amended by mutual agreement of the Parties, the Term of the Agreement is 
currently scheduled to expire on June 30, 2021 by operation of its own terms. 

 
E. On March 4, 2020, the Governor declared a state of emergency in California in 

response to the outbreak of the novel COVID-19 virus, and by March 11, 2020, the World Health 
Organization designated the outbreak of the virus as a pandemic.  Subsequently on March 18, 2020, 
the City proclaimed a local emergency in order for the City to promptly address, prepare for, and 
take actions necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare within the City in response to 
the anticipated spread of the novel COVID-19 virus. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
declared local emergency, the statewide emergency declaration, the partial closure of City Hall, 
modified work schedules, work-from-home health orders, and reduced service levels, the City does 
not wish to rebid this contract or conduct bidder interviews at this time, and the Procurement Officer 
and City Council have determined that such formal competitive procurement process at this time is 
not in the City's best interest as it would result in an interruption to the necessary, ongoing recycling 
and solid waste franchise consulting services contracted for under the Agreement, which could 
negatively impact City's ability to timely implement various CalRecycle regulations, as mandated by 
State law, and most likely will not result in any significant cost savings to the City. 

 
F. Based on emergency circumstances related to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City has 

now determined that there is a need to extend the term of the Agreement for two years in order to 
ensure continuity of these essential consulting services. The continuation of the current level of 
services, under the same terms and conditions and at the same professional hourly rates, provided by 
the Agreement will ensure the provision of continued cost-effective, uninterrupted solid waste and 
recycling consulting services on an as-needed, on-call basis. 

 
G. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and declared State and local emergencies which 

have been in effect since March 2020, as well as the negative impacts the ongoing pandemic has had 
on Consultant's outreach efforts to businesses for the implementation of successful organic recycling 
programs, by way of correspondence from Consultant to City, dated January 18, 2021, Consultant 
has requested that the City now extend the term of the Agreement for an additional two (2) year 
period under the same terms and conditions and at the same professional hourly rates set forth in the 
Agreement (a copy of which is attached hereto as Attachment "1"), but with an updated listing of 
solid waste and recycling consultants, assigned and available personnel, and corresponding hourly 
rates from those established in Section 5.1 (Table of Fee Schedules) of Consultant’s Proposal/Scope 
of Work, dated April 29, 2016, which is set forth in Exhibit “A” to the Agreement.   

 
H. The Parties now desire to enter into this Amendment No. 2 to the Agreement for the 

purpose of extending the Term of the Agreement for an additional two (2) year period in order to 
provide for continued, uninterrupted solid waste and recycling consulting services on as as-needed, 
on-call basis for the Project, as defined in the Agreement, under the same terms and conditions set 
forth in the Agreement, but with an updated listing of assigned and available consultants and 
corresponding hourly rates. The proposed two-year Term extension creates a need to now increase 
the Maximum Contract Amount set forth in Section 2.1 of the Agreement by $248,000, from 
$330,000 to $578,000. 
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 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants herein, the 
Parties agree as follows: 
 

AGREEMENT 
 
1. Amendment to Section 3.4, entitled "Term," of the Agreement.  Section 3.4 of the Agreement 

is hereby amended and restated in its entirety to read as follows: 
 
3.4 Term.  Unless earlier terminated as provided elsewhere in this Agreement, this 
Agreement shall commence upon the effective date of this Agreement and shall continue in 
full force and effect for a period of seven (7) years, commencing July 1, 2016, and ending on 
June 30, 2023. 

 
2. Amendment to Section 5.1 (Table of Fee Schedules) of Consultant’s Proposal/Scope of 

Work, dated April 29, 2016, Set Forth in Exhibit “A” to the Agreement.   Pursuant to 
Consultant’s January 18, 2021 letter request, Section 5.1 (Table of Fee Schedules) of 
Consultant’s Proposal/Scope of Work, dated April 29, 2016, which is attached as Exhibit “A” 
to and incorporated by reference in the Agreement, as modified by Amendment No. 2 to the 
Agreement, is hereby amended and restated in its entirety to reflect Consultant’s updated 
listing of assigned and available consultants and corresponding hourly rates, a copy of which 
is attached hereto as Attachment “1” to this Amendment and is hereby incorporated by 
reference and made a part of the Agreement. 

 
3. Amendment to Section 2.1, entitled "Maximum Contract Amount," of the Agreement.  

Section 2.1 of the Agreement is hereby amended and restated in its entirety to read as 
follows: 

 
 2.1 Maximum Contract Amount.  For the Services and Work rendered pursuant to this 

Agreement, Consultant shall be compensated by City for the services performed, including 
authorized reimbursements, on a time and materials basis in accordance with the hourly rates 
and charges set forth in the Schedule of Compensation/Fees, which is attached hereto as 
Exhibit “A” and is incorporated herein by reference, but not exceeding the total maximum 
contract amount of Five Hundred Seventy Eight Thousand Dollars ($578,000) (hereinafter 
referred to as the "Maximum Contract Amount"), except as may be provided pursuant to 
Section 1.8 above.  The method of compensation shall be as set forth in Exhibit “A”.  The 
maximum amount of City’s payment obligation under this Agreement is the amount specified 
in this section. 

 
4. Amendment to Section 4.3, entitled "Prohibition Against Subcontracting or Assignments," of 

the Agreement.  Section 4.3 of the Agreement is hereby amended in part to reflect the 
updated list of Consultant's personnel assigned to perform the Work and Services under the 
Agreement: 
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  Name:      Title: 
 
  William O'Toole    President 
  Cerene St. John, J.D.    Director 
  Trevor S. Blythe, MBA   Senior Vice President 
  Christy Hurlburt, MBA   Vice President 
  Ian Beavan, MBA    Program Implementation Manager 
  Kim Riley     Program Implementation Coordinator 
  Geiza Goulart da Silva   Program Implementation Coordinator 
 
5. Full Force and Effect.  This Amendment No. 2 is supplemental to the Agreement and is by 

reference made part of said Agreement.  All of the terms, conditions, and provisions, thereof, 
unless specifically modified herein, shall continue in full force and effect.  In the event of any 
conflict or inconsistency between the provisions of this Amendment and any provisions of 
the Agreement, the provisions of this Amendment shall in all respects govern and control. 

 
6. Recitals.  The above-referenced Recitals are hereby incorporated into this Amendment as 

though fully set forth herein and made part of the Agreement and each Party acknowledges 
and agrees that such Party is bound, for purposes of this Agreement, by the same. 

 
7. Corporate Authority.  Each of the undersigned represents and warrants that (i) the Party for 

which he/she is executing this Amendment is duly authorized and existing, (ii) he/she is duly 
authorized to execute and deliver this Amendment on behalf of the Party for which he/she is 
signing, (iii) by so executing this Amendment, the Party for which he/she is signing is 
formally bound to the provisions of this Amendment, and (iv) the entering into this 
Amendment does not violate any provision of any other agreement to which the Party for 
which he/she is signing is bound. 

 
 
 
 
 

[SIGNATURES ON NEXT PAGE]  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed and entered into this Amendment as of 
the date first written above. 

 
   
  “CITY” 

City of Laguna Hills, 
a California municipal corporation 
 
 
 

  ERICA PEZOLD, 
Mayor 

   
ATTEST: 

 (SEAL) 

  

MELISSA AU-YEUNG, 
Deputy City Manager/ City Clerk   

  

   
 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 

  

GREGORY E. SIMONIAN, 
City Attorney 
 

 

 
 
       

“CONSULTANT” 
Eco/Nomics, Inc., a Colorado corporation, 
doing business in the State of California as 
Ecal/Nomics, Inc. 
 
 
By: 
      WILLIAM O’TOOLE, President 
   
 
                     
By: 
       TREVOR S. BLYTHE, Secretary 
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ATTACHMENT "1" 
 
 
 
 

CONSULTANT'S LETTER REQUEST FOR A TWO-YEAR 
 

CONTRACT TERM EXTENSION DUE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

AND  
 

UPDATED LIST OF ASSIGNED AND AVAILABLE SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING  
 

CONSULTANTS AND CORRESPONDING HOURLY RATES 
 
 

DATE: JANUARY 18, 2021 
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January 18, 2021 
 
David Reynolds 
Deputy City Manager  
City of Laguna Hills  
25555 Alicia Parkway  
Laguna Hills, California 92653 
 
RE:  Request to Extend the Term of Economics’ Solid Waste and Recycling Consulting Services Contract 

 

Dear Mr. Reynolds: 
 

As per your direction, EcoNomics Inc. is pleased to submit our request to extend our Contract, under the 

same terms and conditions, with the City for solid waste and recycling consulting services for an additional 

two years. As you are aware, COVID‐19 negatively  impacted our outreach efforts  to businesses  for  the 

implementation  of  successful  organic  recycling  programs.    Commercial  organic  recycling  is mandatory 

under AB 1826 and work still needs to be accomplished to bring businesses into compliance.  Further, our 

help this year and next will ensure the City is in compliance with the State’s momentous organic recycling 

requirements of SB 1383.  These requirements include enforcement ordinances, food‐recovery programs, 

and a residential organic recycling program by January 1, 2022.  

 

Please note, we have kept the hourly rates at the same  level for all EcoNomics staff that were originally 

included in our 2016 proposal (see Attachment A). We have included one additional staff member that may 

be assigned project work with prior consent from the City (Christy Hurlbert, MBA). The rate is at the same 

existing rate that Trevor Blythe  and Geiza Goulart currently bill to the City. We have attached Ms. Hurlburt’s 

resume for your review. 
 
Please feel free to contact me directly at (805) 331‐9591 or email william@economicsinc.net if you have 
any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 

 
William O’Toole 
President 
EcoNomics, Inc.  
832 Camino del Mar, Suite 2 
Del Mar, California 92104  
 
Attachment 

ATTACHMENT A 3.8.a

Packet Pg. 71

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

a 
- 

P
ro

p
o

se
d

 A
m

en
d

m
en

t 
N

o
. 2

 t
o

 C
o

n
su

lt
in

g
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

A
g

re
em

en
t 

w
it

h
 E

co
/N

o
m

ic
s 

In
c.

  (
23

41
 :

 E
co

N
o

m
ic

s



 
 
 

ATTACHMENT A 

Extension 

Table 1 Allocation/Fee Schedule 
Name  Position  Hourly Rate  Allocation   Areas of Expertise 

William 
O’Toole 

President  $180  20% 

Project management, client interface, 
strategy, negotiations with haulers; 
contract management, council 

presentations, CalRecycle compliance, 
relevant industry analysis and projections 

Cerene St. 
John, JD 

Negotiation 
Support  

$180  20% 
Assistance with hauler negotiations. Solid 

waste legislation tracking and 
interpretation  

Trevor S. 
Blythe, 
MBA 

Sr. Vice 
President  

$120  5% 

Oversight of field data quality, diversion 
program development and 

implementation, operations analysis, 
annual rate adjustment 

Christy 
Hurlburt, 
MBA 

Vice President  $120  20% 
Financial and program analysis, 

performance monitoring, public outreach, 

Kim Riley 
Program 

Implementation 
Coordinator 

$80  25% 
AB 1826 generator identification, 

commercial list analysis, analysis, program 
implementation 

Ian Bevan, 
MBA 

Manager, 
Program 

Implementation 
$90  10% 

Annual Report, educational programs, 
waste audits, cost‐saving diversion program 

proposal development 

 
Updated Resumes of Staff  
 
William O'Toole 
Title: President & Founder  
Time with EcoNomics, Inc.: 40+ years  
Education: Bachelor of Science in Biology (Systems Ecology), University California, San Diego, 1976 
 
Mr. O’Toole will provide senior review and strategic direction on the project’s  implementation 
goals  and  results. Mr. O’Toole  is  a  “hands‐on  visionary” working with  cities  and  counties  to 
anticipate legislative trends, shifts in secondary materials markets, and other factors that affect 
local collection contracts.  He devises practical, cost effective methods for implementing diversion 
programs that benefit the customers and enable our clients to meet the requirements of both AB 
939 and the evolving requirements of AB 341 and AB 1826 for now and over the course of their 
new collection contracts. 
 
He  founded EcoNomics,  Inc.  in 1977 and has 40 years of experience  in  the recycling and solid 
waste industry.  As one of the early pioneers in the recycling industry he worked to implement 
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some  of  the  first  curbside  recycling  programs  in  California  and  then  developed  secondary 
materials  markets  to  accept  the  materials  collected.    He  then  turned  his  attention  to 
implementing  commercial  recycling  programs,  which,  in  most  cities  yield  far  more  tons  of 
diversion due to the size and composition of these waste streams. He is now heavily involved in 
continuing the transition from the traditional view of solid waste and recycling towards the more 
encompassing vision of a sustainable materials management industry. 
 
During  the process of developing  recycling programs,  it became  clear  that  existing  collection 
contracts were insufficient with respect to programs, reporting, and enforcement tools to handle 
the additional requirements of diversion mandates. In addition, the segmentation of wastes into 
subcomponents  (i.e.,  E‐waste, HHW,  “big  box”  recyclable  streams,  etc.)  also  required  a  new 
development of contract  language and management tools to meet the demands of a different 
approach to the handling of what used to be considered as Municipal Solid Waste (MSW). It was 
at this point that Mr. O’Toole became involved in overseeing the procurement of hauler services. 
The aim of his  client  cities was  the development of  contracts  that are  specifically  tailored  to 
maximize diversion, identify costs, and develop rate structures that are transparent. 
 
Mr. O’Toole is one of the founders of the California Resource Recovery Association (CRRA) as well 
as Californians Against Waste  (CAW).   He has worked on statewide  legislation and has been a 
member of several committees and task forces for the California Integrated Waste Management 
Board (now known as CalRecycle) on AB 939 Diversion Calculations and Reporting Requirements 
for Material Recovery Facilities (MRF) and Transfer Stations. 
 
Mr. O’Toole brings significant local knowledge about the Orange County solid waste and recycling 
system including familiarity with the recycling, materials recovery, construction and demolition 
waste processing facilities, the landfill system and all of the solid waste and recycling companies 
that are active in the Orange County area. Mr. O’Toole has worked with the City of Anaheim to 
assist with its AB 1826 commercial organics recycling program and compliance efforts.  

 
Trevor Blythe MBA 
Title: Vice President, Principal  
Time with EcoNomics, Inc.: 13 years  
Education: BS in Environmental Science, University California, Santa Barbara, 2006 
MBA in Sustainable Management from Presidio Graduate School, 2014 
 
Trevor  Blythe  has  over  13  years  of  experience  as  a  consultant  in  the  sustainable materials 
management industry. Mr. Blythe works daily with local governments, private industry, and waste 
haulers  to overcome operational and  financial barriers  to  implementing  sustainable materials 
management  programs  at  the municipal  scale.  He  is  an  expert  on  solid  waste  regulations, 
operations, and collection system optimization. Mr. Blythe holds a Master’s Degree in Business 
Administration/Sustainable  Management  from  Presidio  Graduate  School  in  San  Francisco 
(Received May 2014). During his coursework at Presidio, Trevor explored market‐based solutions 
for returning key nutrients from organic waste back to the soil. He holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Sciences (awarded in 2006) from the University of California, Santa Barbara with 
an emphasis on Geographic Information Systems.  
 
Mr. Blythe  is based  in the EcoNomics’ San Juan Capistrano office and  is currently assisting the 
Cities of Anaheim, Newport Beach, Santa Ana, San Juan Capistrano, Laguna Niguel, Mission Viejo, 
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Lake Forest, Laguna Hills, Tustin, and Stanton with CalRecycle compliance and reporting, waste 
diversion program  implementation and planning, program cost and  rate  impact analyses, and 
other tasks. Mr. Blythe also assists EcoNomics’ client cities with contract management oversight, 
including overseeing waste characterizations of the commercial and residential waste streams, 
monitoring diversion reports to assess hauler compliance with state laws, and leading meetings 
with cities and haulers to monitor contractual compliance and resolve outstanding contractual 
obligations.   
 
Mr. Blythe has developed a comprehensive food scrap cost model that has been used in the City 
of Anaheim, Mission Viejo, Tustin, Santa Ana, Laguna Niguel, and Napa.   The model  is used to 
project the cost of AB 1826 compliance and to examine the  impact of these costs on different 
components  of  the  City’s  rate  base.  The  model  allows  for  real‐time  entry  of  generator 
participation assumptions, rate incentives, and service scenarios to predict the total cost of the 
program and the potential rate  impact on residential and commercial accounts.   The model  is 
being used  to  illustrate  the  impacts of different  funding  scenarios  for presentation  to elected 
officials and senior City management. The model was developed with  the  franchise haulers to 
construct a rate that adequately compensates the hauler while still providing a rate incentive for 
the generator.  
 
Mr. Blythe has worked over  the  last several years  in bringing  recycling services  to multifamily 
apartments  and HOAs  throughout  three Orange County  cities.  This  achievement has brought 
recycling services to over 7,500 units throughout the service areas. More recently, Mr. Blythe has 
focused  on  delivering  cost‐effective  organic  waste  diversion  solutions  to  large  restaurants, 
venues, and hospitals  in EcoNomics’ client cities.   To date, Mr. Blythe has actively directed the 
implementation of food scraps diversion programs at over 300 locations. 

 
Cerene St. John, J.D. 
Position: Director/Outside Legal Counsel (as subcontractor)  
Time  with  EcoNomics,  Inc.:  18  years  as  employee:  additional  12  years  as  legal  support 
(subcontractor) 
Education: B.A. in Political Science from California State University, San Bernardino (1977)  
J.D. degree from The University of Santa Clara School of Law (1980).  
 
Ms. St. John began her solid waste career as a Deputy City Attorney for the City and County of San 
Francisco.  Assigned to the Special Projects Division, she led a team in the Chief Administrator’s 
Office to find a new landfill for the City when existing contracts were due to expire.  She conducted 
a five‐county negotiating effort that resulted in a contract and associated permits for the City’s 
use of the Altamont Landfill located in Alameda County beginning in 1983.   
 
Ms.  St.  John  then  served  for  six  years  as  the  Solid Waste  Program Manager  for  the  City  of 
Sunnyvale.  While there she conducted a Request for Proposals (RFP) process for solid waste and 
collection services resulting  in a new contract with a detailed scope of work and performance 
standards.  She conducted an RFP process for long‐term landfill capacity for the City of Sunnyvale 
and  4  other  cities  resulting  in  a  30‐year  contract with  the  Kirby  Canyon  Landfill  owned  and 
operated by Waste Management. She also initiated work on the design and construction of the 
City‐owned SMaRT Station, a transfer station/MRF that began operation in 1993. 
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Ms. St. John joined EcoNomics in 1990 and served as Vice President through June 2008, when she 
became a Director of EcoNomics and began providing a broader range of sustainability consulting 
services through her own company, It’s A Natural Product, Inc. She also serves as outside  legal 
counsel to several cities through the Law Office of Cerene St. John.  In addition to solid waste and 
recycling consulting, Ms. St. John assists clients with food localization and food security projects. 
She  is currently conducting a demonstration project to determine methodologies, actual costs 
and timeframes for sequestration of carbon in agricultural soils using compost, microbes and no‐
till growing methods. With regard to solid waste and recycling consulting service, she specializes 
in conducting procurements for solid waste and recycling collection services and the use of, or 
construction and operation of MRF’s, transfer stations, and  landfills. She also assists cities and 
counties with negotiations for these services and with contract amendments, ordinance revisions, 
and review of proposed legislation.   
 
As  a  former City Attorney  and  an  active member of  the  State Bar of California, Ms.  St.  John 
prepares  draft  contract  amendments,  draft  contracts,  and  RFP  language  for  review  by  City 
Attorneys and/or outside legal counsel.  Ms. St. John is able to write precise and thorough scopes 
of work for diversion programs and to craft contracts that protect the interest of the jurisdiction 
and its ratepayers.  She is able to serve as a “bridge” between the technical requirements in these 
contracts and the legal language needed to enforce them.  This generally saves our client's time 
and expense, as the City Attorney can senior review her work rather than spending time crafting 
the legal language, and the technical scope of work for the contract. 
 
Ms. St. John’s unique understanding of the legal underpinnings of the RFP process, the political 
and financial realities of cities and her experience  in negotiations with the solid waste  industry 
allow her to create procurement processes and negotiations for contract amendments that are 
fair, public, and that anticipate potential pitfalls so problems can be avoided. 

 
Christy Hurlburt MBA  
Title: Vice President  
Time with EcoNomics, Inc.: 3 months 
Education: BS in Electrical Engineering, University California, Berkeley, 2000 
MBA in Sustainable Management from Presidio Graduate School, 2011 
Specializations: Implementation Diversion Technology, Program Management 
 
Christy Hurlburt brings over 20 years of experience  in the waste, sustainability and technology 
industries as both a consultant and marketing leader. Ms. Hurlburt has worked with a variety of 
clients including local government and corporations to advance their resource management goals. 
Ms. Hurlburt has also worked  in  the  field performing waste audits and  sorts,  route efficiency 
assessments and hauler program verification. 
   
Prior to EcoNomics, Ms. Hurlburt was the VP of Marketing for Enevo, a waste sensor technology 
company.  At Enevo, she worked with haulers, cities, restaurants and multi‐family complexes to 
increase their operational efficiency, increase recycling and reduce their overall waste costs.   
 
Ms. Hurlburt was the Senior Director of Cascadia Consulting’s corporate sustainability practice 
area working on  the planning and  implementation of clients’ waste  reduction and zero‐waste 
goals. Ms. Hurlburt worked directly with large technology, food and outdoor apparel companies 
in the Bay Area. She has also held roles as the Director of Marketing for Bosch Solar Energy and 
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District Manager  for Medtronic. Ms. Hurlburt  started off her career  in  sales and marketing at 
Agilent Technologies, a high‐tech test equipment company.  
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: David Chantarangsu 
 Community Development Director 

ISSUE: 2020 General Plan Annual Progress Report 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council approve the 2020 General Plan Annual 
Progress Report and Housing Element Annual Progress Report-Housing 
Implementation and direct staff to forward the Report to the State of California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).   
 

 

SUMMARY: 

State law requires each city to submit an annual progress report to the State describing 

steps it took to implement its General Plan during the previous calendar year.  In 

addition to documenting the City’s general progress for the State, the annual report 

provides the City Council with a snapshot of how the City has implemented the General 

Plan and assists the State in understanding how each jurisdiction is progressing toward 

meeting its assigned regional housing needs.  

Attached is the City’s 2020 General Plan Annual Progress Report (APR), which provides 

the status of the City’s General Plan implementation efforts and the purpose of each 

General Plan Element (i.e. Land Use, Mobility, Conservation and Open Space, 

Community Services and Facilities, Safety, Noise, and Housing).  The activities described 

in the APR depict the major accomplishments during 2020, and do not reflect every 

aspect of an adopted goal or policy which may be more routine in nature. 

BACKGROUND:  

The City’s General Plan was updated in 2009 and includes an updated Housing Element, 
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2020 General Plan Annual Progress Report 
February 23, 2021 
Page 2 

 

for the planning period covering 2013-2021. Government Code Section 65400 requires 

that all cities and counties submit to their legislative bodies an annual report on the 

status of the General Plan and progress made in its implementation.  Senate Bill No. 375 

(adopted in 2008) requires that the annual report include a section describing the 

actions taken by the local government to complete the programs and meet the 

deadlines specified in the Housing Element.  SB 375 builds on the existing framework of 

regional planning to tie together the regional allocation of housing needs and regional 

transportation planning in an effort to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.   

Previously, there were no consequences if a local government failed to prepare an 

Annual Report.  However, with the enactment of SB 375, failure to comply with the 

reporting requirements can now lead to court injunctions and sanctions.  The APR must 

be forwarded to the HCD and the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research within 60 

days of April 1st of each year.  Further, the enactment of SB 35 by the state in 2017 

could lead to negative consequences for the City if an APR is not filed. Generally, failure 

by the City to file an APR could require the City to approve any proposed housing 

development if it meets state-mandated affordable housing requirements.  

The State of California has created a standardized format that each city is expected to 

use in preparing an annual report on the status of the Housing Element and the City’s 

progress in implementing its goals and programs.  These forms are included in the 

attached City’s APR.  Following the City Council’s review and approval of the 2020 APR, 

staff will forward the APR to the State of California as required. 

CEQA FINDINGS: 

A General Plan Annual Report is not considered a “project” subject to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Attachment a - 2020 General Plan Annual Progress Report 

• Attachment b - HCD Form 
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OVERVIEW 
Government Code Section 65400 mandates that all cities and counties submit to their legislative bodies 

an annual report on the status of the General Plan and progress in its implementation; otherwise 

referred to as the “Annual Progress Report.”  The Annual Progress Report is intended as a tool for 

informing local legislative bodies of the jurisdiction’s effectiveness in implementing its General Plan.  A 

copy of the Annual Progress Report must also be sent to the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 

(OPR) and the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  

 

The purpose and intent of this statute is to ensure that the General Plan directs all land use decisions 

and remains an effective guide for the long-term physical development of a community.  The Annual 

Progress Report is a tool for doing this.  The Annual Progress Report provides a correlation between 

land use decisions that have been made during the 12-month reporting period and the goals, policies 

and implementation programs of the adopted General Plan. 

   

Providing a copy of the Annual Progress Report to OPR provides information that allows OPR to monitor 

local planning activities and to identify trends in land use planning and decision-making throughout the 

State of California.  The information is necessary for OPR to serve in its capacity as the statewide 

planning agency.  It can also provide the State with information to identify necessary modifications and 

improvements to its General Plan Guidelines, while serving to apprise state government of local 

planning activities and facilitating the legislative process as it pertains to land use and local planning 

issues. 

 

Providing a copy of this report to HCD fulfills a statutory requirement to report certain housing 

information, including the local agency’s progress in meeting its share of regional housing needs and 

local efforts to remove governmental constraints to the development of housing (as defined in 

Government Code Sections 65584 and 65583(c)(3)). 

  

The focus of the Annual Progress Report should be on implementation of the General Plan’s goals, 

policies and implementation measures.  It can provide information to identify necessary “course 

adjustments” or modifications to the General Plan and means to improve local implementation.  Since 

there is no specific form provided by OPR, the Annual Progress Report can vary in format and approach 

from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.   

General Plan Background 

After an extensive two year process, the City adopted a Comprehensive Update to the General Plan in 

July 2009.  This was the first comprehensive revision of the General Plan since the City’s first general 

Plan was adopted in 1994.  The General Plan is based on extensive research and analysis of existing 

conditions, changing local and regional conditions, evolving trends in urban planning and a 

collaborative partnership with community members through an extensive public participation process.   
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The Laguna Hills General Plan is organized into 10 sections.  The sections include an introduction, seven 

General Plan elements, a general Plan Implementation Program, description of related plans and 

programs, and a glossary of terms used throughout the General Plan. 

 

The following seven Laguna Hills General Plan elements encompass all of the elements required by 

California General Plan law:  Land Use, Mobility, Conservation and Open Space, Community Services 

and Facilities, Safety, Noise, and Housing.   The Laguna Hills General Plan combines the mandatory 

Open Space and Conservation Elements required by State law, and includes a separate, optional 

element on Community Services and Facilities.   

 

The seven elements are generally organized in a similar format.  Each element contains an Introduction, 

Background, and Plan section.  The “Introduction” indicates the purpose of each element and how it 

will help Laguna Hills achieve its vision for the community as articulated through the eight Guiding 

Themes.  The “Background” provides the reader with the existing conditions and/or the environmental 

setting particular to that element topic.  The “Plan” section is composed of three sections:  issues, goals 

and policies, and approach.  The issues section describes issues and concerns expressed by the 

community, City staff, and the City Council.  The goals and policies section sets both broad and specific 

direction for the future of the City based on the identified issues and concerns.  The approach section 

provides a general description and summary of the City’s course of action to achieve the goals and 

policies.    

 

The Laguna Hills General Plan also contains the following appendices, which are integral parts of the 

General Plan:  1) Implementation Program - The Implementation Program follows the elements and 

identifies the specific actions that will achieve the goals, policies, and plans identified in each element;  

2)  Related Plans and Programs - This section identifies plans and programs related to the General Plan 

and applicable to future activities and land use decisions within Laguna Hills;  3)  Glossary - This section 

provides definitions for technical terms used throughout the General Plan.   
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DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY 

In 2020, the City reviewed numerous projects th rough the development 

review process and participated in numerous planning efforts. The 

following summaries provide a general overview of the projects, 

programs, and permits that were reviewed. These summaries are general 

and are not intended to be exhaust ive. 

Planning Activity 

Noteworthy Projects 

• The Village at Laguna Hills (formerly Five Lagunas) 

• After beginning various construction and development activities in 2017, Merlone-Geier 

Partners (MGP), the owner of the former Laguna Hills Mall, had announced in 2018 that it 

was taking a strategic pause in the redevelopment of the Mall.  This action by MGP was 

prompted by the 2018 closures of Macy’s and JC Penney, and all of the businesses in the 

Mall’s interior. MGP submitted a new project plan in November, 2019, and the City is 

currently processing this application.   

 

• Redevelopment of Former Automobile Dealership (24888 Alicia Parkway) 

• The Planning Agency approved Conditional Use Permit/ Site Development Permit No. 0015-

2020 for a new 2,500 square foot drive-thru restaurant (Taco Bell) on a portion of the 

property.  The Applicant also submitted plans for two additional drive-thru restaurants on 

the same property, Starbucks and Plant Power, and the City is currently processing these 

applications.   

 

Current Planning 

• The Community Development Department approved Site Development Permit No. 0016-2020 

for a 7,500 square foot group fitness health club at 23301 Avenida de la Carlota.  The gym has 

not opened, and likely may not, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the 

group fitness industry.  

 

• The Community Development Department approved Site Development Permit No. 0021-2020 

for an expansion to Gamecraft Brewing located at 23301 Avenida de la Carlota.  Building permits 

have not been issued for the expansion; it is unknown if/when construction will begin due to 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the restaurant/bar industry.   

 

Advanced Planning 

• The Community Development Department monitored and participated in the Regional Housing 

Needs Allocation process throughout the year, and will continue to do so in 2021. 
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6 

 

• In order to help fund multiple projects, including completion of a Sites Inventory Analysis as part 

of the upcoming General Plan Housing Element Update, creation of Objective Design and 

Development Standards for the City’s Mixed-Use zoning district and update of the City's 

Accessory Dwelling Unit ordinance, the Community Development Department applied for and 

received approval of SB 2 Planning Grants Program funds and Local Early Action Planning  (LEAP) 

funds through the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).      

 

New Businesses 

• In an effort to promote a business-friendly environment, the City has emphasized providing 

resources and support for the local business community and to businesses looking to locate in 

the City.  Consequently, the Community Development Department has met with several 

commercial property owners and has maintained a regular dialogue regarding issues that 

impact parking, leasing, uses, and signage.  In addition, staff has assisted several owners in 

evaluating conceptual plans for remodeling activities.   

 

With the support of the Community Development Department, several businesses have been 

able to locate in the City, including Storymakery, Laguna Golf Carts, BBK Psychotherapeutic 

Services, and Bear Self Preservation Systems, among others.  By providing assistance to 

businesses regarding best practices in obtaining zoning permits necessary to begin tenant 

renovations, staff has contributed to processes that support businesses.   

Building Permit Activity 

• In 2020, the Building Division issued approximately 1,552 building permits.  General remodeling 

activity in residential (396 permits) and commercial (52 permits) properties continues to drive 

building activity in the City.  The City continues to complete over 97% percent of its building plan 

checks within 10 days for first review, and 5 days for second review, which is the department’s 

customer service goal.  For building inspection, the City provided approximately 3,814 inspections.  

Staff estimates that it provided service to over 577 customers in person and 1,611 customers 

virtually (e.g. email, web portal, etc.) in 2020.   

Code Compliance Activity 

• The City Council recently approved the use of Administrative Citations for the City’s code 

enforcement efforts in its building, zoning, and property maintenance codes.  When implemented, 

Staff anticipates that the new program will help reduce the City’s cost of Code Enforcement by 

using Administrative Citations to gain code compliance instead of through criminal or civil 

prosecution of code enforcement matters through the City Attorney’s office. 
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• In 2020, the City’s Code Enforcement services continued to obtain voluntary compliance from 

residents and businesses through frequent engagement, maintaining a consistent presence in 

commercial areas prone to violations, and the implementation of code enforcement processes that 

resolve potential violations before the need for formal prosecution.  Complaints concerning 

potential violations on residential properties generated over 276 calls for service, while complaints 

regarding commercial properties resulted in over 93 calls for service.  In a few instances, cases had 

to be referred to the City Attorney’s office for additional assistance.   
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GENERAL PLAN ELEMENTS 

General Plan Implementation Status 

The tables below analyze selected General Plan programs and policies that made notable progress in 

2020.  These are not a comprehensive list of all programs, policies, and action items in the General 

Plan; many are under ongoing implementation, and may not be listed here.  As the majority of the 

General Plan policies and related items have been implemented through the adoption of ordinances 

or resolutions, incorporated into the regular governmental activities of the respective departments, or 

included in development proposals as they are reviewed for consistency with the City’s policies, the 

purpose of providing the implementation statuses below is simply to highlight annual progress.  A 

comprehensive list of all General Plan policies and action items with status and/or implementation can 

be viewed in the General Plan and prior General Plan Annual Progress Reports. 

Land Use 

The Land Use Element is the foundation of the General Plan and serves as a compass that guides 

citizens, planners, and decision makers on the desired pattern of growth, development, and change in 

Laguna Hills.  This Element describes both existing and future land use activities and unifies the other 

elements of the General Plan by providing an overall policy context.  The Land Use Element deals with 

the central issues of development and growth, and the quality of the community, and helps define the 

desired balance among the social, environmental, and economic costs and benefits associated with 

growth.  

 

The Land Use Element identifies the distribution, location, and intensity of all land use types throughout 

the City.  Text, maps, and diagrams establish the direction for land uses within the City and describe 

how these uses are integrated with other General Plan Elements and policies.   

 

As a built-out community with no remaining residential or commercial vacant land, new development 

opportunities are focused on larger existing developed parcels that are considered underutilized 

and/or can be reasonably intensified by incorporating parking structures within parking lot areas.  The 

Laguna Hills Mall and the Oakbrook Village Shopping Center are both examples of these new 

development opportunities and are zoned for a range of mixed land uses, including residential uses.  

The General Plan focuses on those sites within the community that have redevelopment potential.   
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Land Use Element Background 

Original Adoption Date 2009 (with Comprehensive General Plan Update) 

Previous Amendments 

2000 West-side annexation 

2001 
Saddleback Valley Unified School District Surplus Property 

Land Use Designation Change 

2014 “Hospitality Overlay Zone” in North Laguna Hills 

2017 
Amend “Hospitality Overlay Zone” to increase the allowable 

building area  

2020 Amendments None  

 

Land Use Element Implementation 

Program 

LU-1. Balanced Growth 

Review discretionary development proposals to assess the project’s effect on the 

community’s jobs/housing balance and fiscal stability.  Ensure developments provide 

their fair share of infrastructure such as utilities, roads, parks, and recreational 

opportunities or pay in lieu fees toward the development/extension of these facilities. 

Policies LU-1.1, 1.2, 1.3 

Status Ongoing 

The planning projects approved in 2020, particularly the Taco Bell project, are 

subject to a variety of development impact fees and in-lieu fees, and have been 

designed to meet utility and infrastructure requirements.   

Program 

LU-2. CEQA Review 

Ensure all projects are reviewed and processed per CEQA. 

Policies LU-4.6 

Status Ongoing 

All projects have been reviewed per CEQA requirements.  To further support 

staff on CEQA review, the Community Development Department continued to 

utilize qualified on-call CEQA consultants throughout the year.  Furthermore, in 

July 2020, the City adopted Vehicle Miles Traveled Analysis Guidelines which 

establish thresholds of significance to be used for evaluating transportation 

impacts within the City. The VMT Guidelines incorporate initial screening 

criteria which, if met, demonstrate that a project will not result in significant 

impacts due to VMT without the need for a detailed VMT study. 
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Program 

LU-5. Community Participation 

Use the City’s website, newsletters, advertisements, and other measures to inform the 

community of and encourage participation at civic and community events.  Continue to 

coordinate the City’s Traffic and Community Services Commissions, which provide for 

resident input on these issues. 

Policies LU-1.7, 1.8 

Status Ongoing 

Staff continues to provide meeting agendas and project information on the 

City’s website.  Staff has promoted and advertised community events in 

creative ways that ensure all segments of the community are encouraged to 

participate.   

Program 

LU-6. Compatibility Assessment and Buffering 

Review discretionary development proposals to assess the compatibility of proposed 

development with adjacent/surrounding uses and activities. Require site design, buffers, 

architectural and buffering techniques, and other measures are incorporated into 

projects to ensure compatibility between uses and activities. 

Policies LU-2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 2.8 

Status Ongoing 

Planning projects approved in 2020 were assessed for compatibility with the 

existing built environment.  Where required, landscaping buffers, architectural 

enhancements, additional setbacks, and conditions of approval were required 

for projects to remain compatible and to minimize impacts to surrounding 

neighborhoods and land uses.   

Mobility 

The Mobility Element describes existing and future transportation conditions and systems.  The 

Element establishes goals and policies that will guide the City’s mobility system, including streets, 

transit facilities and services, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and the recreational trail system.  The 

text, maps, and diagrams are a basis for the development of the City’s approach to maintaining and 

improving the mobility network.  

 

Mobility Element Background 

Original Adoption Date 2009 (with Comprehensive General Plan Update) 

Previous Amendments 2013 
Minor changes made to the Orange County Master Plan of 

Arterial Highways 
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2017 Avenida De La Carlota right-of-way configuration 

2020 Amendments None  

Mobility Element Implementation 

Program 

M-1. Mobility Planning and Traffic Analysis 

Review discretionary development proposals for potential impacts to the mobility and 

infrastructure systems and to ensure the street system meets City standards. The level of 

service standards established in the Mobility Element will be used to determine the 

significance of impacts. Intersection level of service will be determined by the volume to 

capacity ratio and the Highway Capacity Manual calculations. Mitigation in the form of 

physical improvements and/or impact fees will be required to reduce the significant 

impacts. As part of this program, the City will coordinate with local jurisdictions to reduce 

the impacts of development in Laguna Hills on adjacent jurisdictions. 

Policies M-1.3 

Status Ongoing 

When applicable, the Public Services Department reviewed planning projects in 

2020, and if necessary, required projects to minimize traffic impacts and to 

incorporate mitigation or payment of “fair share” of improvements.  

Program 

M-2. Capital Improvement Plan 

Continue to bi-annually update the City of Laguna Hills Six-year Capital Improvement 

Program, which complies with the requirements of Measure M and the Congestion 

Management Program (CMP). The Plan identifies and recommends funding for future 

improvements to the mobility system, as well as other public facilities, including 

improvements to the existing pedestrian and bicycle network and landscaping right-of-

ways. 

Policies M-1.3 

Status Ongoing 

The Public Services Department continues to comply with the requirements of 

the Congestion Management Program as part of the City’s bi-annual budget 

process.   

Housing 

Every California city and county is required to include a Housing Element in its General Plan which 

establishes housing goals, policies, and programs that respond to community housing conditions and 

needs.  The purpose of the Laguna Hills Housing Element is to identify housing opportunities and 

solutions specific to the housing issues of the City.   

 

3.9.a

Packet Pg. 192

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

a 
- 

20
20

 G
en

er
al

 P
la

n
 A

n
n

u
al

 P
ro

g
re

ss
 R

ep
o

rt
  (

23
44

 :
 2

02
0 

G
en

er
al

 P
la

n
 A

n
n

u
al

 P
ro

g
re

ss
 R

ep
o

rt
)



 

 

 

 

12 

The 2013-2021 Housing Element was adopted in October 2013.  The City received State Certification 

for its 2013-2021 Housing Element in November 2013.   

 

The following Housing goals and programs were implemented in 2020: 

• Continuum of Care Funding and Consolidated Plan Participation 

The City continues to participate in the Orange County Consolidated Plan Programs and in the 

Orange County Continuum of Care local housing process to facilitate obtaining funds for 

affordable housing and related social services for special needs populations. 

 

• Section 8 Rental Assistance 

The City continues to cooperate with Orange County Housing Authority (OCHA) and provide 

referral services and information to the City’s residents.   

 

• Annual Progress Reports 

The City prepared a 2019 annual report on citywide housing programs as part of its annual 

General Plan review and distributed the annual report on Housing Implementation to the 

California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) in April 2020. 

 

Note:  In addition to the information provided above, the status of the Housing Element and progress 

in its implementation are described in an attachment to this Annual Progress Report – Annual Element 

Progress Report - Housing Element Implementation. 

Conservation and Open Space 

The purpose of the Conservation and Open Space Element is to identify natural, cultural, and open 

space resources, ensuring a high-quality living environment for residents of Laguna Hills.  This Element 

provides goals, policies, and programs related to open space and conservation as well as a wide range 

of other topics that together comprise the natural setting of Laguna Hills, including biological, scenic, 

cultural, and historical resources.  The goals and policies contained in this element also address global 

climate change and sustainable practices related to water conservation, energy conservation, air 

quality, and water quality. 

 

Conservation and Open Space Element Background 

Original Adoption Date 2009 (with Comprehensive General Plan Update) 

Previous Amendments None  

2020 Amendments None  
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Conservation and Open Space Element Implementation 

Program 

COS-2 Adequate Water Supply  

Implement applicable provisions in the Moulton Niguel and El Toro water districts’ Urban 

Water Master Plans and ensure that adequate water supplies are available to meet the 

needs of current and future growth, as well as during an emergency event or drought. 

Support efforts by these agencies to research and employ new technologies that improve 

water services and/or sustainability of water supplies serving Laguna Hills. 

Policies COS-1.2; CSF-5.1, 5.2 

Status Ongoing 

As part of both planning entitlement and building permit review processes, staff 

continues to coordinate with regional water service providers to plan for 

emergency water services and drought. 

Program 

COS--7. Air Quality Management Plan 

Work with the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Southern 

California Association of Governments (SCAG) to implement the Air Quality Management 

Plan and meet all federal and State air quality standards for pollutants. Participate in any 

future amendments and updates to the Plan. Implement, review, and interpret the 

General Plan and future discretionary projects in a manner consistent with the Air Quality 

Management Plan to meet standards and reduce overall emissions from mobile and 

stationary sources. 

Policies COS-3.2 

Status Ongoing 

Through the CEQA review process, planning projects approved in 2020 were 

consistent with requirements of the AQMD.  Staff will continue to monitor 

AQMD and SCAG initiatives regarding reducing air pollutant emissions from 

mobile and stationary sources.   

Noise 

The purpose of the Noise Element is to identify and assess existing noise sources in the community, 

and to discuss the City’s role in ensuring comfortable and safe noise levels in the future.  As a part of 

the General Plan process, citizens and City officials identified goals for the future relating to balancing 

land uses in the City, in part to minimize incompatibilities and exposure to excessive noise while 

providing the range of uses needed to maintain a high quality of life.  The goals, policies, and programs 

will assist in achieving noise compatibility between land uses. 

 

Noise Element Background 

Original Adoption Date 2009 (with Comprehensive General Plan Update) 

3.9.a

Packet Pg. 194

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

a 
- 

20
20

 G
en

er
al

 P
la

n
 A

n
n

u
al

 P
ro

g
re

ss
 R

ep
o

rt
  (

23
44

 :
 2

02
0 

G
en

er
al

 P
la

n
 A

n
n

u
al

 P
ro

g
re

ss
 R

ep
o

rt
)



 

 

 

 

14 

Previous Amendments None  

2020 Amendments None  

 

Noise Element Implementation 

Program 

N-4. Commercial Noise 

Review the locations of proposed projects with the potential to generate noise in relation 

to sensitive receptors through the discretionary project review process. Limit delivery or 

service hours for stores and businesses with loading areas, docks, or trash bins that front, 

side, or gain access on driveways next to residential and other noise sensitive areas. Only 

approve exceptions if full compliance with the nighttime limits of the noise regulations is 

achieved. 

Policies N-1.1, N-1.2, N-3.1, N-3.2 

Status Ongoing 

The City reviewed development proposals to ensure that the noise standards 

and compatibility criteria set forth in the Noise Element were met.  If necessary, 

conditions of approval were placed on discretionary permits to minimize noise 

impacts.     

Program 

N-5. Construction Noise 

Require all construction activity to comply with the limits (maximum noise levels, hours, 

and days of allowed activity) established in City noise regulations to reduce impacts 

associated with temporary construction noise to the extent feasible. Trucks associated 

with construction activities shall follow designated truck routes, where appropriate. 

Policies N-3.1 

Status Ongoing 

The Community Development Department and the Orange County Sheriff’s 

Department continue to monitor violation or complaints of the City’s 

construction noise requirements.  The City reviewed development proposals to 

ensure that the noise standards and compatibility criteria set forth in the Noise 

Element were met.   

Safety 

The Safety Element establishes policies and programs to protect the community from risks associated 

with seismic, geologic, flood, and wildfire hazards.  
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Safety Element Background 

Original Adoption Date 2009 (with Comprehensive General Plan Update) 

Previous Amendments None  

2020 Amendments None  

 

Safety Element Implementation 

Program 

S-2 Natural Hazards Risk Reduction 

Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic conditions, seismic 

activity, flooding, and structural and wildfires by requiring feasible mitigation of such 

impacts on discretionary development projects. Assess development proposals for 

potential hazards pursuant to CEQA. Require measures to mitigate all identified 

significant public safety hazards. 

Policies S-1.2 

Status Ongoing 

Through the CEQA review process, planning projects approved in 2020 were 

evaluated to reduce the risk of impacts from geologic and seismic hazards by 

applying current and proper land use planning, development engineering, 

building construction, and retrofitting requirements.   

Program 

S-5. Orange County Fire Authority 

Work closely with the Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) to implement fire hazard 

education and fire prevention programs, including fuel modification programs and 

controlled burns. Coordinate with OCFA to ensure that water pressure is adequate for 

firefighting purposes in all areas of the City, particularly in redevelopment projects/areas. 

Coordinate with OCFA to implement the Hazardous Materials Area Plan within Laguna 

Hills. 

Policies S-5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4 

Status Ongoing 

Staff continues to coordinate with the Orange County Fire Authority for permit 

and project review to ensure that OCFA requirements are being met.  Staff 

continues to cooperate with the Orange County Integrated Waste Management 

Department to address hazardous materials. 

Program 

S-9. Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) 

Review all new development and redevelopment proposals for sensitivity to CPTED 

principles. Encourage incorporation of design features that employ adequate lighting and 
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place increased emphasis on public areas. Coordinate with the OCSD to develop 

guidelines on CPTED principles. 

Policies S-4.1; LU-3.12 

Status Ongoing 

When feasible, staff has incorporated Crime Prevention through Environmental 

Design measures and “visible spaces” into new developments as a means of 

promoting safe environments.  Lighting of public areas have been designed to 

meet the Municipal Code lighting requirements, while providing adequate 

lighting for the safety of the public.   

Program 

S-12. Project-Related Flood Control and Stormwater Management and Comprehensive 

Drainage Studies 

As a condition of project approval, require new development and redevelopment to 

provide adequate on-site and off-site storm water and flood management facilities to 

control direct and indirect erosion and discharges of pollutants and/or sediments. To 

determine the facility and Best Management Practices (BMP) needs, the City will require, 

when necessary, a hydrological/drainage analysis be performed by a state-licensed and 

City-approved engineer, with the cost of said analysis the responsibility of the project 

applicant 

Policies S-6.2; COS-1.3 

Status Ongoing 

All projects approved in 2020 were reviewed and accepted by the City Engineer.  

Conditions of approval were implemented regarding Water Quality 

Management Plan requirements and plan check review procedures.   

Community Services and Facilities 

The purpose of the Community Services and Facilities Element is to assess the current status of 

community services as well as evaluate their long-term provision to ensure that adequate services and 

facilities are both planned and provided proportionate with the projected growth, as well as 

development and redevelopment, as it occurs within the City.  The Community Services and Facilities 

Element also establishes the City’s plan to provide and maintain infrastructure and public services for 

future growth, without diminishing services to existing development.  Community services collectively 

refer to law enforcement, fire protection, water, sewer, solid waste, electricity and natural gas, 

communication, and animal care services.  Community facilities collectively refer to schools, libraries, 

parks, and recreational facilities.   

 

Community Services and Facilities Element Background 

Original Adoption Date 2009 (with Comprehensive General Plan Update) 
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Previous Amendments None  

2020 Amendments None  

 

Community Services and Facilities Element Implementation 

Program 

CSF-4. Water and Sewer Services for New Development 

Review development and redevelopment proposals and require necessary studies, as 

appropriate, and water conservation and mitigation measures to ensure adequate water 

and sewer service. 

Policies CSF-5.1, 5.2, 6.1, 6.2 

Status Ongoing 

All development proposals reviewed and approved in 2020 have obtained or 

have been required to obtain through conditions of approval all required 

clearances from local water agencies.  Staff will continue to monitor and work 

closely with local and regional water suppliers and distributors to ensure that 

high-quality water and sewer services is available for the community. 

Program 

CSF-5. Solid Waste Services 

Continue to contract for solid waste services from a private sector provider. Ensure that 

community needs for solid waste disposal are being met. 

Policies CSF-7.1 

Status Ongoing 

In 2020, staff made progress in establishing a review process and outreach to 

the development and business community regarding AB 1826 (Mandatory 

Commercial Organics Recycling), SB 1383 (Short-Lived Climate Pollutants), and 

AB 341 (Mandatory Commercial Recycling).  Staff will continue to work with 

local service providers to ensure adequate solid waste collection, disposal, and 

recycling services. 
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CONCLUSION 
This Annual Progress Report documents the City’s recent progress in updating and implementing the 

General Plan.  The information contained herein will be forwarded to the Governor’s Office of Planning 

and Research and the Department of Housing and Community Development to serve as the City of 

Laguna Hills’ General Plan Annual Progress Report for calendar year 2020. 

 

The Laguna Hills City Council reviewed and accepted the report on February 23, 2021. 
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Jurisidiction Name
Reporting Calendar Year

First Name
Last Name
Title
Email
Phone

Street Address
City
Zipcode

v 1_26_21

Optional: Click here to import last year's data. This is best used 
when the workbook is new and empty. You will be prompted to 
pick an old workbook to import from.  Project and program data 
will be copied exactly how it was entered in last year's form and 
must be updated. 

24035 EL TORO ROAD

LAGUNA HILLS

92653

Please Start Here

General Information 

2020
Laguna Hills

Contact Information
JAY

WUU

SENIOR PLANNER

JWUU@LAGUNAHILLSCA.GOV
9497072662

Mailing Address

Annual Progress Report  January 2020
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jwuu
Text Box
This form has been re-sized to improve readability; to see the form in its original format, please contact Senior Planner Jay Wuu at jwuu@lagunahillsca.gov.  



Jurisdiction Laguna Hills ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT Note: "+" indicates an optional field
Reporting Year 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31) Housing Element Implementation

Date 
Application 
Submitted

Total 
Approved 
Units by 
Project

Total 
Disapproved 

Units by 
Project

Streamlining Notes

2 3 4 6 7 8 9 10

Prior APN+ Current APN Street Address Project Name+ Local Jurisdiction 
Tracking ID+

Unit Category
(SFA,SFD,2 to 
4,5+,ADU,MH)

Tenure

R=Renter
O=Owner

Date 
Application 
Submitted 

(see 
instructions)

Very Low-
Income Deed 

Restricted

Very Low-
Income Non 

Deed 
Restricted

Low-Income 
Deed 

Restricted

Low-Income 
Non Deed 
Restricted

Moderate-
Income 
Deed 

Restricted

Moderate- 
Income   

Non Deed 
Restricted

Above
Moderate-

Income

Total PROPOSED 
Units by Project

Total 
APPROVED 

Units by project

Total 
DISAPPROVED 
Units by Project

Was APPLICATION 
SUBMITTED 

Pursuant to GC 
65913.4(b)?  

(SB 35 
Streamlining)     

Notes+

Summary Row: Start Data Entry Below 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Housing Development Applications Submitted
Table A

Cells in grey contain auto-calculation formulas
(CCR Title 25 §6202)

51

Project Identifier Unit Types Proposed Units - Affordability by Household Incomes 

3.9.b

Packet Pg. 201

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

b
 -

 H
C

D
 F

o
rm

  (
23

44
 :

 2
02

0 
G

en
er

al
 P

la
n

 A
n

n
u

al
 P

ro
g

re
ss

 R
ep

o
rt

)



Jurisdiction Laguna Hills ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Reporting Year 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31) Housing Element Implementation Cells in grey contain auto-calculation formulas

Table A2
Annual Building Activity Report Summary - New Construction, Entitled, Permits and Completed Units

2 3 5 6 8 9

Prior APN+ Current APN Street Address Project Name+ Local Jurisdiction 
Tracking ID+

Unit Category    
(SFA,SFD,2 to 
4,5+,ADU,MH)

Tenure

R=Renter
O=Owner

Very Low- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Very Low- 
Income   Non 

Deed Restricted

Low- Income 
Deed 

Restricted

Low- Income   
Non Deed 
Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Non 

Deed Restricted

Above
Moderate-

Income

Entitlement
Date Approved # of Units issued 

Entitlements

Very Low- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Very Low- 
Income   Non 

Deed Restricted

Low- Income 
Deed 

Restricted

Low- Income   
Non Deed 
Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Non 

Deed Restricted

Above
Moderate-

Income

Building Permits 
Date Issued

# of Units Issued 
Building Permits 

Summary Row: Start Data Entry Below 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5
62721105 62721105 25031 BUCKBOARD LN DEMO-0013-2020 SFD O 0 2/21/2020 0
62721105 62721105 25031 BUCKBOARD LN BLDR-0321-2020 SFD O 0 1 5/11/2020 1

62725106 62725106 26542 WILD VIEW TERRACE BLDR-0055-2019 SFD O 0 1 10/21/2020 1

62006409 62006409 25203 VESPUCCI BLDR-0223-2019 ADU O 0 1 1/14/2020 1
63617101 63617101 25199 STAGELINE DR BLDR-0361-2020 ADU O 0 1 5/19/2020 1
62019201 62019201 25734 CALIFIA BLDR-0302-2020 ADU O 0 1 6/8/2020 1

(CCR Title 25 §6202)

Note: "+" indicates an optional field

Project Identifier

1

Unit Types Affordability by Household Incomes - Completed Entitlement Affordability by Household Incomes - Building Permits

4 7
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Streamlining Infill
Housing without Financial 

Assistance or Deed 
Restrictions

Term of Affordability 
or Deed Restriction Notes

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Very Low- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Very Low- 
Income   Non 

Deed 
Restricted

Low- Income 
Deed 

Restricted

Low- Income  
Non Deed 
Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Non 

Deed Restricted

Above
Moderate-

Income

Certificates of 
Occupancy or other 
forms of readiness      

(see instructions)    Date 
Issued

# of  Units 
issued 

Certificates of 
Occupancy or 
other forms of 

readiness

How many of the 
units were 

Extremely Low 
Income?+

Was Project    
APPROVED using 

GC 65913.4(b)?  
(SB 35 Streamlining) 

Y/N

Infill Units?
Y/N+

Assistance Programs 
for Each Development   

(see instructions)

Deed Restriction 
Type

(see instructions)

For units affordable without 
financial assistance or deed 
restrictions, explain how the 
locality determined the units 

were affordable
(see instructions)

Term of Affordability or 
Deed Restriction (years) 
(if affordable in perpetuity 

enter 1000)+ 

Number of 
Demolished/Dest

royed Units+

Demolished or 
Destroyed Units+

Demolished/De
stroyed Units    

Owner or 
Renter+ 

Notes+

0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 0 0
0 N 1 Demolished O
0 N

0 N

1 9/17/2020 1 N
0 N

1 10/21/2020 1 N

Housing with Financial Assistance 
and/or Deed Restrictions Demolished/Destroyed UnitsAffordability by Household Incomes - Certificates of Occupancy

10
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Jurisdiction Laguna Hills ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Reporting Year 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31) Housing Element Implementation

(CCR Title 25 §6202)

1 3 4

RHNA Allocation 
by Income Level 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Total Units to 

Date (all years)
Total Remaining 
RHNA by Income 

Level

Deed Restricted
Non-Deed Restricted
Deed Restricted
Non-Deed Restricted
Deed Restricted
Non-Deed Restricted 291 1

Above Moderate 1 1 2 5 9
2

292 2 2 5 301 2
Note: units serving extremely low-income households are included in the very low-income permitted units totals
Cells in grey contain auto-calculation formulas

Total RHNA
Total Units

Income Level

Very Low

Low

This table is auto-populated once you enter your jurisdiction name and current year data. Past 
year information comes from previous APRs.

292
Moderate

1

1

Please contact HCD if your data is different than the material supplied here

2

Table B
Regional Housing Needs Allocation Progress

Permitted Units Issued by Affordability

1

1
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Jurisdiction Laguna Hills ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Reporting Year 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31) Housing Element Implementation

Date of Rezone Type of Shortfall

2 4 5 6 7 9 10 11

APN Street Address Project Name+
Local 

Jurisdiction 
Tracking ID+

Date of Rezone Very Low-Income Low-Income Moderate-Income Above Moderate-
Income

Type of Shortfall Parcel Size
(Acres)

General Plan 
Designation Zoning Minimum    

Density Allowed 
Maximum    

Density Allowed
Realistic 
Capacity Vacant/Nonvacant Description of Existing 

Uses

Note: "+" indicates an optional field

Cells in grey contain auto-calculation formulas
(CCR Title 25 §6202)

Summary Row: Start Data Entry Below

83

Project Identifier RHNA Shortfall by Household Income Category Sites Description

1

Sites Identified or Rezoned to Accommodate Shortfall Housing Need
Table C
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Jurisdiction Laguna Hills
Reporting Year 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31)

1 2 3 4
Name of Program Objective Timeframe in H.E Status of Program Implementation

H-1. Code Enforcement 
Program

Enforce building code regulations and 
abate code violations, nuisances, and 
existing uses, activities, buildings, or 
structures that pose a threat to public 
health, safety, or welfare. Enforcement 
activities will focus on property 
maintenance, such as eliminating 
derelict or abandoned vehicles, outdoor 
storage, or other situations that may 
constitute health, safety, or fire hazards.

Ongoing

With the goal of voluntary compliance, the City's Code Enforcement staff 
continues to monitor and address complaints related to property maintenance. 
Staff investigated hundreds of complaints associated with housing or property 
maintenance and took appropritate steps to work with the property owner to 
resolve code violations, or referred unresponsive owners to the City Attorney's 
office for prosecution.

H-2. State Franchise Tax 
Board Code Enforcement

To promote maintenance of existing 
rental properties, the City shall work 
with the California State Franchise Tax 
Board to enforce provisions of 
California Revenue and Taxation code 
Sections 17274 and 24436.5, which 
prohibit owners of substandard rental 
housing from claiming depreciation, 
amortization, mortgage interest, and 
property tax deductions of state income 
tax. The City will notify the State 
Franchise Tax Board if substandard 
rental housing is identified

Ongoing The City is not aware of any substandard housing within the community.  If such 
housing is identified, the City will notify the State Franchise Tax Board.  

H-3. Housing 
Rehabilitation

The City will continue to work with the 
Orange County Housing and 
Community Services Department to 
receive rehabilitation loans and grants 
for low and moderate income 
homeowners and rental property 
owners, including senior/disabled 
households, to maintain housing stock. 
Efforts will focus on rehabilitating 
approximately 148 units in the Aliso 
Meadows Condominium Development. 
The rehabilitation loan and grant 
program will use CDBG funds 
distributed by the County as 
appropriate. The City will publicize the 
availability of this program in local 
newspapers, on the City’s website, at 
the Community Development 
Department, and in information items at 
Planning Agency Public Hearings

Annually by September of 
each year or as otherwise 
required by the County 
CDBG schedule

Due to staffing/resource limitations, the City did not participate in the CDBG 
program in FY 19/20.  However, the City intends to apply to the County for CDBG 
funds to use in FY 21/22 and 22/23.  

H-4. At-Risk Units

The City will continue to pursue the 
extension of affordability controls for 51 
units, either in the existing Rancho 
Moulton housing development or as 
part of new or redevelopment activities 
in the Via Lomas area or other areas of 
the City. . The City will annually prepare 
a “Risk Assessment” report provided by 
the California Housing Partnership 
Corporation (CHPC). Projects 
determined high risk are those most 
likely to decline continued federal 
assistance because they currently have 
rents below market rate(s) and are 
owned by profit-motivated entities. The 
City will work with potential purchasers 
to preserve 51 units in the existing 
development or in new development by 
finding an interested nonprofit entity 
and securing funding to acquire and 
preserve the property. The City will use 
HCD resources listed on the HCD 
website, as well as other resources, to 
locate potential funding sources as 
needed for the preservation of 
affordable housing. As needed, the City 
will work with tenants of at-risk units 
and provide them with education 
regarding tenant rights, notification 
procedures, and conversion 
procedures. The City will also provide

By January of each year.

In 2020, the city continued to monitor existing at-risk units in the City, and 
continued to refer prospective tenants to the County of Orange regarding Section 
8 housing.  In 2020, Rancho Moulton continued to participate in the County's 
Section 8 rental assistance program.

Housing Programs Progress Report  
Describe progress of all programs including local efforts to remove governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing as identified in the housing 

element.

Table D
Program Implementation Status pursuant to GC Section 65583

ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Housing Element Implementation

(CCR Title 25 §6202)
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H-5. Foreclosure Referral 
Program

Based on current dynamics, the City 
seeks to address the increased 
incidence of residents facing 
foreclosure. The City will provide 
foreclosure information on the City’s 
website, and provide resources at the 
City to refer residents to external 
agencies to assist in reducing incidents 
of foreclosures in Laguna Hills.

1/1/2014 As necessary, the City has been referring people to the County’s foreclosure 
websites, which provide a wealth of information regarding foreclosures.  

H-6. Urban Village Specific 
Plan Area for Housing 
Opportunities

The City shall inform existing property 
owners and prospective developers that 
housing opportunities are available in 
the Urban Village Specific Plan area. 
Housing opportunities include market 
rate housing units and could also 
include housing for low and moderate 
income households, families, seniors, 
and special needs households. City 
staff will inform prospective developers 
at time of project application meeting(s). 
Additionally, the City will promote the 
UVSP area on the City’s website and 
will also promote housing development 
incentives consistent with Chapter 9-72 
of the Zoning Ordinance.

Ongoing
The City has met with multiple developers interested in development within the 
UVSP that may incorporate housing.  Staff referred the developers to a variety of 
development regulations and density bonus provisions.  

H-7. Alicia Gateway for 
Housing Opportunities

The City shall inform existing property 
owners and prospective developers that 
housing opportunities are available in 
the Alicia Gateway. Housing 
opportunities could include market rate 
housing units and could also include 
housing for low and moderate income 
households, families, seniors and 
special needs households. City staff will 
inform prospective developers at time of 
project application meeting(s). 
Additionally, the City will promote Alicia 
Gateway on the City’s website and will 
also promote housing development 
incentives consistent with Chapter 9-72 
of the Zoning Ordinance.

12/1/2013
During 2020 the city met with multiple developers interested in development 
within the Alicia Gateway that may incorporate housing.  Staff referred the 
developers to a variety of development regulations and density bonus provisions.  

H-8. Zoning Ordinance 
Update

The implementation of housing goals, 
policies, and programs will require 
updating the City’s Zoning Ordinance. 
In addition, certain City rules and 
regulations may constrain the 
development of housing affordable to 
low and moderate income households 
with special needs. To mitigate potential 
constraints and implement housing 
goals, policies, and programs, the City 
will update the following regulations in 
the Zoning Ordinance: 1. Consolidate 
and remove duplicitous definitions of 
manufactured housing and mobile 
homes and ensure consistency in the 
Zoning Ordinance, use regulations, and 
development standards. 2. Reduce the 
open space requirement in the High 
Density Residential district; 3. Increase 
the maximum lot coverage requirement 
in the Mixed Use district. 4. Transitional 
and supportive housing will be 
permitted as a residential use and only 
subject to those restrictions that apply 
to other residential dwellings of the 
same type in the same zone.

10/1/2014
Due to staffing/resource limitations, staff has been able to complete numbers 1 
and 4, and will be considering addressing numbers 2 and 3 in the next budget 
cycle (FY 21/22, 22/23)

H-9. Second Units

The City shall continue to implement the 
Second Unit provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance consistent with state law. 
The City will continue to permit second 
units by right in all residential zones of 
the City, requiring only ministerial 
approval. Residential second units 
provide a viable option for providing 
additional housing opportunities which 
could include affordable housing for 
lower income seniors, single persons, 
or small households within existing 
neighborhoods.

Ongoing
The City has updated the Second Unit provisions to comply with new State 
Accessory Dwelling Unit regulations.  Staff will continue to monitor any future 
updates to ADU law.  

3.9.b

Packet Pg. 207

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

b
 -

 H
C

D
 F

o
rm

  (
23

44
 :

 2
02

0 
G

en
er

al
 P

la
n

 A
n

n
u

al
 P

ro
g

re
ss

 R
ep

o
rt

)



H-10. CDBG Funding for 
Shelter for the Homeless

The City shall apply for United States 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development CDBG funds and allocate 
a portion of such funds to subrecipients 
who provide shelter for the homeless.

Annually by September of 
each year or as otherwise 
required by the County 
CDBG schedule

The City of Laguna Hills is a non-entitlement city and therefore relies on the 
County of Orange to receive and administer CDBG funding on the City's behalf. 
As in previous years, in 2020 the City relied on the County of Orange to 
coordinate a comprehensive regional Continuum of Care (CoC) strategy that 
includes the participation of all thirty-four cities in Orange County, County 
Agencies, the County’s homeless housing and service providers, and other 
community groups (including non-profits, local governmental agencies, faith-
based organizations, the homeless and formerly homeless, interested business 
leaders, schools, and many other stakeholders) to identify the gaps and unmet 
needs of the County’s homeless. Through cooperative agreements between the 
City and the County, the County has pursued funding for housing and related 
social services for the City's homeless population.

H-11. Continuum of Care 
Funding and Consolidated 
Plan Participation

The City shall continue to participate in 
the Orange County Consolidated Plan 
Programs and in the Orange County 
Continuum of Care local housing 
planning process to facilitate obtaining 
funds for affordable housing and 
related social services for special needs 
populations. The Continuum of Care 
local housing and service delivery 
system focuses on homeless 
prevention, outreach, and assessment, 
emergency shelters, transitional 
housing, supportive services, and 
permanent supportive housing for 
homeless individuals and families. The 
City shall pursue homeless assistance 
grants through the Continuum. The City 
will assist public and private nonprofit 
housing developers in preparation of 
funding applications for special needs 
populations.

Annually by September of 
each year or as otherwise 
required by the County 
CDBG schedule

The City of Laguna Hills is a non-entitlement city and therefore relies on the 
County of Orange to receive and administer CDBG funding on the City's behalf. 
As in previous years, in 2020 the City relied on the County of Orange to 
coordinate a comprehensive regional Continuum of Care (CoC) strategy that 
includes the participation of all thirty-four cities in Orange County, County 
Agencies, the County’s homeless housing and service providers, and other 
community groups (including non-profits, local governmental agencies, faith-
based organizations, the homeless and formerly homeless, interested business 
leaders, schools, and many other stakeholders) to identify the gaps and unmet 
needs of the County’s homeless. Through cooperative agreements between the 
City and the County, the County has pursued funding for housing and related 
social services for the City's special needs population.

H-12. Section 8 Rental 
Assistance

The Orange County Housing Authority 
currently administers the Section 8 
Rental Assistance program on behalf of 
the City. Currently the program assists 
renter households in the City of Laguna 
Hills. Based on future congressional 
appropriations, the County Housing 
Authority will apply for additional 
funding which will enable the Housing 
Authority to administer additional 
vouchers for families, seniors, and 
disabled persons over the Housing 
Element planning period. The City of 
Laguna Hills will continue to provide 
referral services and information to the 
City’s residents.

Ongoing In 2020 the City continued to refer interested residents to the Orange County 
Housing Authority. 

H-13. Affordable Housing 
Developer Partnerships

The City will continue to develop 
partnerships with mainstream and/or 
special needs affordable housing 
developers that could result in set-
asides in existing and planned low 
income housing projects. These 
partnerships may include incentives 
(such as expedited processing, fee 
waivers, and density bonuses) provided 
by the City to facilitate the set-asides for 
planned low income units and actively 
cooperating with the owners of existing 
units to secure appropriate federal 
funding necessary to maintain existing 
affordability. The City will promote lower 
income housing development 
incentives on the City’s website, 
consistent with Chapter 9-72 of the 
Zoning Ordinance. The City will use 
HCD’s housing resources website to 
locate available sites and potential 
funding sources as needed for the 
development of affordable housing.

Ongoing

In 2020 the city met with multiple developers interested in development within the 
City that might incorporate affordable housing into their projects.  Staff referred 
the developers to a variety of development regulations and density bonus 
provisions.  

H-14. Fair Housing 
Program

The City will continue to maintain 
services and personnel to receive 
housing complaints and continue to 
address or resolve complaints. The City 
will also continue to refer fair housing 
complaints to the Fair Housing Council 
if they cannot be resolved at the City 
level. The City will also continue to 
disseminate written literature about fair 
housing laws, resident rights, and 
remedies for fair housing complaints 
The City will ensure that fair housing 
literature is available in the Community 
Development Department, on the City’s 
website, and at the Laguna Hills 
Technology Library. The City will 
monitor these sites to ensure timely, 
accurate information is available.

Ongoing
In 2020, city staff continued to monitor and respond to housing complaints, and 
refered residents to various agencies that provide fair housing services in Orange 
County.
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H-15. Universal Design 
Features in Housing

The City recognizes that all people have 
varying abilities and that many people 
will encounter temporary or permanent 
changes in ability to conduct the tasks 
necessary for daily living throughout 
their lives. Universal design features 
create housing suited for people of all 
abilities and can allow residents to stay 
in their homes over their lifetime. The 
City will explore programs, an 
ordinance, and incentives to encourage 
provision of universal design features in 
housing. The City will refer to the HCD 
website for guidelines and a model 
ordinance consistent with the principles 
of universal design. The universal 
design ordinance will address such 
topics as findings, definitions, scope 
and application, standards, and 
enforcement. City staff will encourage 
prospective developers to provide 
universal design features at the time of 
project application meeting(s).

10/1/2014 Staff will continue to explore programs and incentives related to universal design 
in housing.  

H-16. Annual Progress 
Reports

The City will report annually on 
progress toward implementation of the 
Housing Element and residential 
development activities citywide.

Prepare an annual report 
for submittal to HCD by 
April 1 of each year in the 
planning period

The APR for 2020 is scheduled to be received by the City Council on February 23, 
2021. If approved, it will be transmitted to HCD as directed by Government Code 
Section 65400.

H-17. Housing Issues 
Monitoring

The City will monitor existing and 
proposed affordable housing 
developments in the City. The City will 
also monitor legislation, trends, and 
policy issues related to the 
development and maintenance of 
affordable housing in Laguna Hills.

Ongoing
In 2020 staff continued to monitor existing and proposed affordable housing 
developments in the City, as well as legislation, trends, and policy issues related 
to the development and maintenance of affordable housing. 

H-20. Local Housing 
Efforts Coordination

The City shall coordinate local housing 
efforts with appropriate federal, state, 
regional, and local government and/or 
agencies and cooperate in 
implementation of intergovernmental 
housing programs to ensure maximum 
effectiveness in solving local and 
regional housing problems. The City will 
submit CDBG applications to assist in 
preserving existing affordable housing 
stock.

12/1/2009
Due to staffing/resource limitations, the City has not continuously participated in 
the CDBG program.  However, the City intends to apply to the County for CDBG 
funds to use for FY 21/22 and 22/23.  
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Jurisdiction Laguna Hills ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Reporting Period 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31) Housing Element Implementation

Description of Commercial 
Development Bonus

Commercial Development Bonus 
Date Approved

3 4

APN Street Address Project Name+ Local Jurisdiction 
Tracking ID+

Very Low
Income

Low
Income

Moderate
Income

Above Moderate
Income

Description of Commercial 
Development Bonus

Commercial Development Bonus 
Date Approved

Summary Row: Start Data Entry Below

Units Constructed as Part of Agreement

 Commercial Development Bonus Approved pursuant to GC Section 65915.7
Table E

Note: "+" indicates an optional field

Project Identifier

1 2

(CCR Title 25 §6202)

Cells in grey contain auto-calculation 
formulas

Annual Progress Report  January 2020
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Jurisdiction Laguna Hills ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT Note: "+" indicates an optional field

Reporting Period 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31) Housing Element Implementation Cells in grey contain auto-calculation formulas
(CCR Title 25 §6202)

Extremely Low-
Income+ Very Low-Income+ Low-Income+ TOTAL UNITS+

Extremely Low-
Income+

Very Low-
Income+ Low-Income+ TOTAL UNITS+

Rehabilitation Activity

Preservation of Units At-Risk

Acquisition of Units

Mobilehome Park Preservation

Total Units by Income

Table F 

Please note this table is optional: The jurisdiction can use this table to report units that have been substantially rehabilitated, converted from non-affordable to affordable by acquisition, and preserved, including mobilehome park preservation, consistent 
with the standards set forth in Government Code section 65583.1, subdivision (c). Please note, motel, hotel, hostel rooms or other structures that are converted from non-residential to residential units pursuant to Government Code section 65583.1(c)(1)(D) 

are considered net-new housing units and must be reported in Table A2 and not reported in Table F.

Activity Type

Units that Do Not Count Towards RHNA+

Listed for Informational Purposes Only

Units that Count Towards RHNA +
Note - Because the statutory requirements severely limit what can be 
counted, please contact HCD to receive the password that will enable 

you to populate these fields. The description should adequately document how 
each unit complies with subsection (c) of Government 

Code Section 65583.1+

Units Rehabilitated, Preserved and Acquired for Alternative Adequate Sites pursuant to Government Code section 65583.1(c) 

Annual Progress Report  January 2020
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Jurisdiction Laguna Hills

Reporting Period 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31)

ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Housing Element Implementation

2 3 4

APN Street Address Project Name+ Local Jurisdiction 
Tracking ID+

Realistic Capacity 
Identified in the 

Housing Element

Entity to whom the site 
transferred Intended Use for Site

1

Summary Row: Start Data Entry Below

Note: "+" indicates an optional field

Cells in grey contain auto-calculation 
formulas

(CCR Title 25 §6202)

Table G
Locally Owned Lands Included in the Housing Element Sites Inventory that have been sold, leased, or otherwise disposed of

Project Identifier

NOTE: This table must only be filled out if the housing element sites 
inventory contains a site which is or was owned by the reporting 
jurisdiction, and has been sold, leased, or otherwise disposed of 
during the reporting year.
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Jurisdiction Laguna Hills
Note: "+" indicates 
an optional field

Reporting Period 2020
(Jan. 1 - Dec. 

31)

Cells in grey 
contain auto-
calculation formulas

Designation Size Notes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

APN Street Address/Intersection Existing Use Number of 
Units

Surplus 
Designation

Parcel Size (in 
acres) Notes

Summary Row: Start Data Entry Below

Parcel Identifier

ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Housing Element Implementation

(CCR Title 25 §6202)

Table H
Locally Owned Surplus Sites
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Jurisdiction Laguna Hills

Reporting Year 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31)

Current Year
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0

5

5

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

Income Rental Ownership Total
Very Low 0 0 0
Low 0 0 0
Moderate 0 0 0
Above Moderate 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

Cells in grey contain auto-calculation formulas

Units Constructed - SB 35 Streamlining Permits

Number of Streamlining Applications Approved
Total Developments Approved with Streamlining
Total Units Constructed with Streamlining

Total Housing Applications Submitted:
Number of Proposed Units in All Applications Received:
Total Housing Units Approved:
Total Housing Units Disapproved:

Total Units

Housing Applications Summary

Use of SB 35 Streamlining Provisions

Note: Units serving extremely low-income households are included in the very low-
income permitted units totals

Number of Applications for Streamlining

Building Permits Issued by Affordability Summary
Income Level

Very Low

Low

Moderate

Above Moderate
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Jurisdiction Laguna Hills
Reporting Year 2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31)

Total Award Amount Total award amount is auto‐populated based on amounts entered in rows 15‐26.

Task  $ Amount Awarded $ Cumulative Reimbursement 
Requested

Other 
Funding Notes

Revised Timeline and Budget currently being reviewed by HCD

Summary of entitlements, building permits, and certificates of occupancy (auto‐populated from Table A2)

Current Year
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0

0
0

Current Year
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0

5
5

Moderate

Above Moderate
Total Units

Completed Entitlement Issued by Affordability Summary
Income Level

Very Low

Low

Moderate

Above Moderate
Total Units

Building Permits Issued by Affordability Summary
Income Level

Very Low

Low

ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Local Early Action Planning (LEAP) Reporting

(CCR Title 25 §6202)

Please update the status of the proposed uses listed in the entity’s application for funding and the corresponding impact on housing within the region or jurisdiction, as applicable, categorized based on the eligible uses specified in Section 50515.02 or 50515.03, as applicable.

150,000.00$                                                                                                                           

Task Status
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Current Year
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed Restricted 0

2
2Total Units

Certificate of Occupancy Issued by Affordability Summary
Income Level

Very Low

Low

Moderate

Above Moderate
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: David Chantarangsu 
 Community Development Director 

ISSUE: Periodic Review of Development Agreement No. 12-11-2137 (Ordinance 
No. 2012-4) Between the City of Laguna Hills and Laguna Hills Investment 
Company:  Oakbrook Village Shopping Center Mixed Use Project 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council: 1) Receive and file a report demonstrating 
the property owner's good faith compliance with the terms and conditions of the 
Development Agreement; and 2) Find and determine that the Laguna Hills Investment 
Company has complied in good faith with the terms and conditions of the 
Development Agreement for the 12-month period of January 2020 to January 2021. 
 

 

SUMMARY: 

In 2012, the City entered into a Development Agreement with Laguna Hills Investment 

Company for the redevelopment of the Oakbrook Village Shopping Center.  In 2014, 

Laguna Hills Investment Company assigned an interest in the Development Agreement 

to Oakbrook Urban Village I, LLC, the developer of the Phase 1 residential portion of the 

Project.  In 2015, the City and the two property owners entered into Amendment No. 1 

to the Development Agreement.  In 2016, the City and the two property owners entered 

into Amendment No. 2 to the Development Agreement.  The Development Agreement, 

as amended, provides for a general renovation program for the shopping center, 

including the establishment of a mixed-use residential development within the 

property, along with significant property improvements.  The Municipal Code and the 

Development Agreement provide for the City Council to annually review the Owners’ 

good faith compliance with the terms of the Development Agreement.  To support the 

City’s determination, the Owner has provided a description of the activities it has 
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Oakbrook Village Development Agreement Compliance 
February 23, 2021 
Page 2 

 

undertaken to comply with the Agreement.  These activities are described in 

Attachment 1.   

Staff has reviewed the list of activities identified in the progress letter and agrees that 

the Owner has complied in good faith with the Agreement.   Additionally, staff has met 

several times with the Laguna Hills Investment Company and has been in regular contact 

with them during the past year to ensure that the Applicant continues to make progress 

in implementing the project. 

AUTHORITY:  

Section 9-84.060 (Periodic Review) of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code states: 

“Each development agreement shall be reviewed annually by the City Council to 

determine compliance with provisions contained therein.   A report of the 

findings of that review shall be made a part of the project record.  Each developer 

or owner of land subject to a development agreement shall provide written data 

and report to the Community Development Director demonstrating compliance 

with the terms and conditions of the agreement.” 

Section 18 of the Development Agreement also provides for the City’s periodic review, 

at least every 12 months, of the Owners’ good faith compliance with the terms of the 

Development Agreement.  At the time of each review, the property owner is to submit 

evidence to the City’s Community Development Director demonstrating its good faith 

compliance with the terms and conditions of the Development Agreement.  The City 

Council then determines whether or not the property owner has, for the period under 

review, complied in good faith with the terms and conditions of the Development 

Agreement. 

BACKGROUND:  

In 2012, the Laguna Hills Investment Company, the owner of the Oakbrook Village 

Shopping Center, located at 24231-24391 Avenida de la Carlota in the Urban Village 

Specific Plan area, filed zoning applications requesting land use entitlement approvals 

for the redevelopment of Oakbrook Village Shopping Center with a two-phased mixed-

use development (the “2012 Project”).  The 2012 Project contemplated the 

development of up to 489 residential dwelling units (289 in Phase 1 and up to 200 in 

Phase 2) in multistory residential buildings and approximately 82,575 square feet of new 

commercial/retail space (23,974 in Phase 1 and 58,600 in Phase 2), along with building 
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façade enhancements, pedestrian paseos (walkways), village greens, landscaping, and 

connectivity to the regional mall (Five Lagunas).  To accommodate this new 

construction, the 2012 Project contemplated that a significant portion of the existing 

commercial building area would be demolished, resulting in a net total of at least 

132,200 square feet of commercial/retail space in the center after completion of Phase 

1 and at least 125,000 square feet of commercial/retail space within the center after 

completion of Phase 2. 

On November 13, 2012, the Planning Agency adopted Resolution No. PA2012-11-13-1 

approving Site Development Permit/ Master Sign Program/ Conditional Use Permit/ 

Parking Use Permit/ Vesting Tentative Tract Map/ Precise Plan/ Development 

Agreement No. 12-11-2137 for Phase 1 of the 2012 Project (the “Phase 1 Project 

Approvals”), subject to specified conditions of approval. 

On November 27, 2012, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2012-4 approving a 

Development Agreement between the City and the Laguna Hills Investment Company 

pertaining to Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the 2012 Project (the "Development Agreement"), 

which Development Agreement became effective December 28, 2012 and was recorded 

in the Official Records, Orange County Clerk-Recorder's Office on January 2, 2013, as 

Document No. 2013000002329. The Development Agreement contains specific 

provisions regarding the timing of development of Phase 1 components of the Project, 

the provision of public art, and the completion of required public improvements.  The 

new commercial space in Phase 1 includes development of two “Deferred Retail Pads” 

which, pursuant to the Development Agreement, may be completed at any time prior 

to, or concurrently with, Phase 2.  In addition, the Development Agreement provides 

that, subject to obtaining all applicable Subsequent Development Approvals, in lieu of 

one or both of the Deferred Retail Pads, the property owner may develop an equivalent 

or greater amount of new retail space on the property. 

On February 11, 2014, the Planning Agency adopted Resolution No. PA2014-02-11-2 

making modifications to certain Conditions of Approval of the Phase 1 Project Approvals 

related to the early issuance of building permits and other project sequencing matters. 

On April 24, 2014, Laguna Hills Investment Company assigned an interest in the 

Development Agreement to Oakbrook Urban Village I, LLC, as described and as set forth 

in that certain Assignment of Development Agreement dated April 24, 2014, as recorded 

in the Official Records, Orange County, Clerk Recorder, on April 2, 2014, bearing 

document number 2014000157001. 
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On July 8, 2014, the City Council approved Operating Memorandum No. 1 to the 

Development Agreement to clarify certain matters pertaining to the provision of public 

art in conjunction with the project.  Under operating Memorandum No. 1, the deadline 

for the installation of the public art was moved from the first residential Certificate of 

Occupancy to the last residential Certificate of Occupancy.  

Laguna Hills Investment Company and Oakbrook Urban Village I, LLC (collectively, the 

“Owners”) subsequently proposed an Amendment No. 1 to the Project Development 

Agreement to extend the time periods for commencement or completion of certain on-

site improvements in Phase 1 of the Project.  On February 10, 2015, the Planning Agency 

adopted Resolution No. PA2015-02-10-1 modifying Condition of Approval No. 47 of the 

Phase 1 Project Approvals to extend time frames related to the construction of the 

pedestrian and parking lot paseos consistent with the proposed Amendment No. 1 to 

the Project Development Agreement.  On February 24, 2015, the City Council adopted 

Ordinance No. 2015-3 approving Amendment No. 1 to Development Agreement,  

Amendment No. 1 to Development Agreement became effective March 27, 2015, and 

was recorded in the Official Records, Orange County Clerk-Recorder's Office on                              

March 31, 2015, as Document No. 2015000163595. 

On July 14, 2015, the City Council approved the First Amendment to the Operating 

Memorandum No. 1 to the Development Agreement, which modified Section 3.4 of the 

Operating Memorandum to require that the public art for Phase 1, specified in the 

approved Final Public Art Plan, be furnished and installed by the Owner prior to                                

October 31, 2016. 

The Owners subsequently proposed an Amendment No. 2 to the Development 

Agreement to modify the timing, location, and scope of development of certain on-site 

pedestrian, landscaping, and façade improvements.  On March 8, 2016, the Planning 

Agency adopted Resolution No. 2016-03-8-1 amending Resolution Nos. PA2015-02-10-1, 

PA2012-11-13-1 and PA2014-02-11-2 to modify Condition of Approval No. 47 of the 

Phase 1 Project Approvals to be consistent with the Development Agreement, as 

amended by Amendment Nos. 1 and 2 to Development Agreement, and to modify 

Condition of Approval No. 54 of the Phase 1 Project Approvals to extend the time period 

by which Owner is required to construct secondary entry signs.  On March 22, 2016, the 

City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2016-2 approving Amendment No. 2 to 

Development Agreement, which Amendment No. 2 to Development Agreement became 

effective April 22, 2016, and was recorded in the Official Records, Orange County Clerk-

Recorder's Office on April 26, 2016, as Document No. 2016000181582. 
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On March 22, 2016, the Planning Agency and City Council approved the Five Lagunas 

Project, which proposed the redevelopment of the Laguna Hills Mall shopping center to 

the north of the current project site (and also within the UVSP) into a mixed-use urban 

village center branded “Five Lagunas” (the “Five Lagunas Project”). 

On August 23, 2016, the City Council approved the Second Amendment to Operating 

Memorandum No. 1 to the Development Agreement, which further extended the date 

to furnish and install the public art for Phase 1 to February 28, 2017. 

On February 27, 2017, the City Council approved the Third Amendment to Operating 

Memorandum No. 1 to the Development Agreement.  The Amendment extended the 

date by which the Owner was required to have furnished and installed the public art for 

Phase 1 to April 30, 2017. 

In August 2017, the Owner submitted an application for a Subsequent Development 

Approval in accordance with the Development Agreement for the 2012 Project for Site 

Development Permit/Master Sign Program Amendment No. 8-17-3965 (a) to demolish 

the  existing vacant 7,800 square foot Lone Star restaurant building, (b) to construct two 

new commercial/retail buildings (approximately 20,650 square feet total) in place of the 

existing Lone Star restaurant and in lieu of constructing one of the Deferred Retail Pads, 

(c) to modify the parking area and construct the relocated Parking Lot Paseo #2 and new 

East-West Parking Lot Paseo 2A described in Amendment No. 2 to the Development 

Agreement;  and (d) to amend the Master Sign Program for the Oakbrook Village mixed-

use commercial center (collectively, the “2018 Project”).  On April 10, 2018, the Planning 

Agency and City Council adopted Resolution No. PA2018-04-10-1 approving the 2018 

Project, subject to specified conditions of approval. On September 6, 2018, the City 

issued building permits (COM-11-17-15833, 15834, 15836) to begin construction on the 

2018 Project. 

In June 2019, construction of the 2018 Project was completed, and the Trader Joe’s 

grocery store relocated from its previous location in Oakbrook Village into one of the 

new commercial/retail buildings.  

No development activity occurred in Oakbrook Village in 2020.   

Summary of Improvements Completed to Date 

To date, the mixed-use building containing 289 residential units above ground-floor 

commercial tenant spaces (Reata), the Phase 1 Village Green, the required façade 
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upgrades of the remaining buildings, and certain pedestrian paseos and other required 

Phase 1 Public Improvements have been completed.  In addition, in April 2017, the 

public art piece approved by the City Council was installed at the Plaza Green of the 

Reata Apartments and serves as a community gathering place.        

Future improvements remaining to be completed include the following: 

• Development of the second Deferred Retail Pad.  Pursuant to Section 5.4.2 of the 

Development Agreement, this may be completed at any time prior to, or 

concurrently with, development of Phase 2. 

• Hillside Pedestrian Paseo.  Pursuant to Section 4.B of Amendment No. 2 to the 

Development Agreement, the Hillside Pedestrian Paseo are to be completed on 

or before (a) the date that is six (6) months after the date the City issues the first 

certificate of occupancy for a new commercial building on the Five Lagunas 

Property adjacent to Oakbrook Village in the approximate location identified as 

“Building B” on Exhibit D to Amendment No. 2, or (b) December 28, 2023, 

whichever occurs first.  To date, the referenced “Building B” on the Five Lagunas 

Property has not yet been built. 

• Improvements Along North Property Line other than the Hillside Pedestrian 

Paseo.  Pursuant to Section 4.C of the Amendment No. 2 to the Development 

Agreement, in lieu of construction of a pedestrian trail, Owner is to plan and 

construct new, enhanced landscape improvements and vehicular and pedestrian 

connections at the north Property line, which create coordinated and compatible 

linkages at the north Property boundary line between Oakbrook Village and the 

Five Lagunas Property.  This will require coordination and cooperation between 

the Owners and the owners of the Five Lagunas Property and approval of 

Subsequent Development Approvals by the City. Pursuant to Amendment No. 2 

to the Development Agreement, these improvements are to be completed on or 

before (a) the date that is six (6) months after the date the City issues the first 

certificate of occupancy for a new residential building on the Five Lagunas 

Property near Oakbrook Village in the approximate location identified as 

“Building A” on Exhibit D to Amendment No. 2, or (b) December 28, 2023, 

whichever occurs first.    Amendment No. 2 to the Development Agreement also 

provides for the Owners to submit a complete application for Subsequent 

Development Approvals to construct these north property line improvements on 

or before (a) the date that is 180 days after the date on which the City approves 
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entitlements for construction of the referenced Building “A” on the Five Lagunas 

Property, or (b) March 2, 2017, whichever occurs last. On November 1, 2019 MGP 

submitted a new development application to replace Five Lagunas. The 

improvements described above are deferred at this time since the City has not 

yet acted on MGP’s new project. In addition, a Final Map that would allow for the 

development of the referenced “Building A” has not yet been submitted by the 

owners of the Five Lagunas Property, and is unlikely given MGP’s new 

development application filing.   

• The Phase 2 improvements.  These are currently contemplated to include, 

without limitation: (i) a maximum of 200 additional multi-family residential units; 

(ii) a minimum of 27,000 square feet of new retail space within the 

residential/retail mixed-use structures or on other areas on the Property; (iii) 

such additional new retail space necessary to result in a minimum of 125,000 

total aggregate square feet of retail space on the Property; (iv) an approximately 

7,000 square foot secondary village green area directly adjacent to the Phase 1 

village green area; (v) a potential reconstructed north-south pedestrian paseo 

pursuant to Section 6.A of Amendment No. 2 to the Development Agreement; 

(vi) a potential new east-west pedestrian paseo pursuant to Section 6.B of 

Amendment No. 2 to the Development Agreement; and (vii) new light poles 

pursuant to Section 6.C of Amendment No. 2 to the Development Agreement.  

Pursuant to Section 5.4.4 of the Development Agreement, in the event the 

Owners elect to proceed with the development of Phase 2, they must apply for 

all Phase 2 Project Approvals simultaneously. 

Attachment 1 identifies a list of activities the Owner believes demonstrates its good 

faith compliance with the terms of the Development Agreement.  The information 

submitted by the Owner in Attachment 1 provides the City Council with sufficient 

information to determine that the Owner has complied with the terms and conditions of 

the Development Agreement for this review period. All improvements provided to date 

are considered part of Phase 1 under the Development Agreement. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Attachment a – January 20, 2021, Letter from the Fritz Duda Company 
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Summary of Owner Compliance with the Terms and Conditions of the Development Agreement, Dated December 28, 2012, By 

and Between the  

City of Laguna Hills (“City”) and Laguna Hills Investment Company (“Owner”) 

January 20, 2021 (for full calendar year, 2020) 

Phase 1 and Phase 1 Public Improvements 

Description of Scope per Paragraphs 1.23 

and 1.25 of Development Agreement        

Paragraph 1.23 (Phase 1)              Description of Compliance Activity 

(i) Demolition of 82,730sf of existing retail space      Completed in July, 2014. 

(ii) Construction of Deferred Retail Pads plus 9,000sf  Completed.  Developer submitted and City approved 

subsequent development plans for Buildings “a1” and “A2” as 

depicted on Exhibit E of the Second Amendment to the 

Development Agreement.  Approved by Resolution PA2018‐

04‐10‐1 April 10, 2018, Buildings “A1” and “A2” were 

completed in June of 2019 and satisfy all requirements of 

Section 1.23 (Phase 1) (ii) of the Development Agreement.  

The satisfaction of this section of the Development 

Agreement in no way limits the future construction of a 

building of Building F noted as a Deferred Retail Pad on 

Exhibit E of Amendment Number 2 to the Development 

Agreement.    

(iii) Renovation of all retail building facades except D&E     Building  B  exterior  façade  remodel  completed  July,  2014.  

Building H  (Trader  Joe’s) exterior  façade remodel completed 

on December 21, 2015.  Buildings A, C, P and Q façade remodel 

completed  in November 2016 as  required under  the Second 

Amendment  to  the Development Agreement dated April 22, 

2016.   All building under section 1.23 Phase 1  (iii) have now 

been completed. 

(iv) Construction of 289 multi‐family residential units  Completed  November  2016.  CofO  granted  by  the  city  of 

Laguna Hills on December 12, 2016 

(v)  Construction of Phase 1 Public Improvements      (See below). 

 

Paragraph 1.25 (Phase 1 Public Improvements)          Description of Compliance Activity 

   

     

(i)   Construction of 17,000sf Village Green        Completed November 2016 

(ii)  Construction of east‐west pedestrian paseo         Completed December 21, 2015 
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(iii)  Construction of north‐south pedestrian paseo    Completed in November of 2016 along with the completion 

of the required improvements for Building A, C, P and Q 

under the 2nd Amendment to the Development Agreement.  

(iv)  Construction of hillside pedestrian paseo  Deferred under Amendment #2 to the Development 

Agreement. 

(v)  Construction of a north P/L pedestrian trail  Pursuant to Amendment #2 to the Development Agreement 

the P/L Pedestrian Trail has been modified for the benefit of a 

joint landscape enhancement plan between LHIC and Mall 

ownership.   

(vi)  Construction of two parking lot paseos  Complete December 21, 2015.Modified and completed as 

part of the Section 1.23(ii) Deferred Retail Pads; Completed 

June of 2019. The new “east‐west paseo” has been split into 

two pieces (Paseo 2A and Paseo 2B) Paseo 2A was completed 

in June of 2019 and satisfies all requirements under the 

Development Agreement.  If/when Phase II Apartments 

commence construction, Paseo 2B will be required to be 

completed concurrently. 

 

(vii)  Construction of bldg. pedestrian connections    Completed. Contained in Phase 1 multi‐family and retail 

redevelopment  

(viii)  Installation of traffic signal on Carlota        Completed. 

(ix)   Dedication of public ROW for Carlota         Completed. 

(x)  Construction of various storm drain items      Completed. 

(xi)  Installation of debris grates at catch basins      Completed. 

(xii)  Realignment of OBV driveway by Lone Star      Completed. 

(xiii) Construction of ADA curb ramps along Carlota       Completed. 

(xiv)  Construction of misc. public improvements 

         required per Existing Land Use Regulations 

         and conditions of approval to the Existing 

     Development Approvals  Completed. 

 

Phase 2  Pending 
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Chair and Agency Members 

FROM: Jennifer Lee 
 Assistant City Clerk 

ISSUE: Approval of Minutes for February 9, 2021, Regular Meeting 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Planning Agency approve the Minutes for the  
February 9, 2021, Regular Meeting.   
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• 210209 PA Minutes 
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City of Laguna Hills City Council/Planning Agency  Tuesday, February 9, 2021 
 Regular Meeting Minutes  

 4    

for the Processing of the Proposed Village at Laguna Hills Project, located at the 
Site of the Former Laguna Hills Mall, and authorize the Mayor to execute 
Amendment No. 2. 

3.9 Amendment No. 2 to the Professional Services Agreement with Kosmont 
& Associates, Inc.  

 
Recommendation: That the City Council approve Amendment No. 2 to the 
Professional Services Agreement with Kosmont & Associates, Inc., and authorize 
the City Manager to execute the Agreement 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

3.10 Citywide Photo Contest Selections  
 
Mayor Pezold removed Item No. 3.10 to allow Acting City Manager Rosenfield 
and Deputy City Manager/Community Services Director Reynolds to provide 
information on the item and to show a PowerPoint presentation in recognition of 
the photo contest winners.  
 
Recommendation: That the City Council receive and file this report. 

RESULT: RECEIVE AND FILE [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Janine Heft, Council Member 
SECONDER: Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro Tempore 
AYES: Erica Pezold, Mayor; Don Sedgwick, Mayor Pro Tempore; 

Janine Heft, Council Member; Bill Hunt, Council Member; 
Dave Wheeler, Council Member 

4. PLANNING AGENCY 

Mayor Pezold recessed the City Council Meeting, and acting in capacity as Chair, called 
the Regular Meeting of the Planning Agency of the City of Laguna Hills, California, to 
order at 7:25 p.m. 

4.1. ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Erica Pezold Chair Present  
Don Sedgwick Vice Chair Present  
Janine Heft Agency Member Present  
Bill Hunt Agency Member Present  
Dave Wheeler Agency Member Present  
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City of Laguna Hills City Council/Planning Agency  Tuesday, February 9, 2021 
 Regular Meeting Minutes  

 5    

4.2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no Planning Agency public comments on non-agendized items.  

4.3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4.3.1 Approval of Minutes for January 26, 2021, Regular Meeting  
 
Recommendation: That the Planning Agency approve the Minutes for the  
January 26, 2021, Regular Meeting.   

4.4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

There were no Planning Agency administrative reports. 

4.5. PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were no Planning Agency public hearings. 

PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Pezold adjourned the Planning Agency Meeting at 7:26 p.m. and invited Acting 
City Manager Rosenfield to convene the Public Improvement Corporation (PIC) Meeting. 
Mayor Pezold reconvened the City Council Meeting at 7:27 p.m. All Council Members 
were present in chamber. 

5. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were no City Council public hearings. 

6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

6.1. City Manager 

The City Manager gave no administrative reports. 

6.2. City Attorney 

6.2.1 Appointment of Interim City Manager and Approval of Interim 
City Manager Employment Agreement  

 
City Attorney Simonian reviewed the information provided in the staff 
report and, pursuant to SB1436, provided a summary of the Interim City 
Manager’s compensation prior to the City Council taking action on this 
item.  
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: David Reynolds 
 Deputy City Manager 

ISSUE: SB 1383 Organic Waste Reduction Regulations 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council receive and file a presentation on SB 1383 
organic waste reduction regulations including a summary of the City’s work efforts 
required to implement the regulations. 
 

 

SUMMARY: 

Staff presented an organic waste recycling PowerPoint to the City Council at its                                

April 9, 2019, meeting. That presentation highlighted certain State regulations 

addressing solid waste and recycling and also introduced the organic waste reduction 

requirements of SB 1383 (Lara, Chapter 395, Statues of 2016) (“SB 1383”). The California 

Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (“CalRecycle”) finalized the 

regulations for implementation of SB 1383 in November 2020. A concerted work effort 

is underway this calendar year to implement the requirements of SB 1383 since a 

majority of these requirements are to be in place by January 1, 2022.  

On February 23, 2021, staff will present a PowerPoint presentation to the City Council 

for the purposes of reviewing with the City Council the organics recycling requirements 

of SB 1383 and the work efforts that are required by the City to accomplish these 

requirements. 

CalRecycle has dedicated webpages on SB 1383 which can be accessed for reference at 

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Climate/SLCP 
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BACKGROUND:  

In September 2016, Governor Brown signed into law SB 1383 (Lara, Chapter 395, 

Statues of 2016) (“SB 1383”), establishing methane emissions reduction targets in a 

Statewide effort to reduce emissions of short-lived climate pollutants (SLCP). Methane 

emissions resulting from the decomposition of organic waste in landfills have been 

identified as a significant source of greenhouse gases. The methane emissions reduction 

targets (or goals) under SB 1383 are: 

• Achieve a 50 percent reduction in the level of the Statewide disposal of organic 

waste from the 2014 level by 2020, and a 75 percent reduction by 2025. 

• Recover not less than 20 percent of edible food that is currently disposed of for 

human consumption by 2025. 

Assigned the responsibility of adopting regulations necessary to achieve theses 

Statewide goals, CalRecycle has spent the last several years developing requirements 

under a voluminous document entitled Short-lived Climate Pollutants (SLCP): Organic 

Waste Reductions (hereafter referred to as “SB 1383 Regulations”). Local governments 

must comply with the SB 1383 Regulations for the reduction of organic waste being sent 

to landfills. Organic waste (also referred to as organics) means food waste, green waste, 

landscape and pruning waste, nonhazardous wood waste, and food soiled paper waste 

that is mixed in with food waste. According to CalRecycle, organics like food scraps, yard 

trimmings, paper, and cardboard make up half of what Californians discard into 

landfills. The State’s Office of Administrative Law approved CalRecycle’s SB 1383 

Regulations in November 2020. 

At the April 9, 2019, City Council meeting, staff presented to the City Council a 

PowerPoint presentation on organic waste recycling and State recycling legislation. It is 

timely to bring another presentation to the City Council on organics recycling including 

the new requirements of CalRecycle’s SB 1383 Regulations. The requirements under                             

SB 1383 Regulations will have a significant impact on the disposal habits of businesses 

and residents, the hauler’s collection and processing of waste (specifically organics), the 

rates for service, local governments’ administration of waste hauling franchise 

agreements, and local governments’ reporting to the State and monitoring and 

enforcement of its recycling programs.       

6.2.1
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SB 1383 Regulations 

The following is a summary of SB 1383 requirements imposed on local governments. 

Staff will provide more detail about them during the February 23, 2021, presentation. 

The majority of these requirements will need to be implemented by January 1, 2022.   

1. Provide organic waste collection to all residents and businesses. 

2. Establish an edible food recovery program that recovers edible food from the 

waste stream. 

3. Adopt enforceable ordinance(s) requiring compliance by businesses, residents, 

haulers, and other entities. 

4. Implement an inspection and compliance program. 

5. Establish penalties for non‐compliant businesses, residents, haulers, self‐haulers, 

commercial edible food generator or other entities in accordance to SB 1383. 

6. Procure recycled organic waste products like compost, mulch, and renewable 

natural gas (RNG). 

7. Conduct public education and outreach of organic recycling and the regulations 

of SB 1383. 

8. Imposition of penalties and enforcement action against businesses, residents, 

haulers, self-haulers, commercial edible food generators and other entities must 

commence by January 1, 2024. 

SB 1383 Implementation Work 

The following provides a summary of the major work efforts required of the City to be 

accomplished during 2021 for compliance with SB 1383. Some of these work efforts are 

already underway. 

1. Negotiate new contract terms with CR&R (the City’s Franchise Waste Hauler), 

under the current Solid Waste Franchise Agreement to meet the requirements of 

SB 1383. The Solid Waste Franchise Agreement expires on June 30, 2024, but 

certain SB 1383 requirements must be in place by January 1, 2022. A substantial 

new service that will need to be implemented by CR&R is a new residential 

organics collection and processing program. 

2. Implement new or revised trash and recycling service fees after the conclusion of 

related negotiation with CR&R. Because new services will be introduced, it is 
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expected that CR&R’s service fees will increase to accommodate SB 1383 

Regulations. A future public hearing and notice pursuant to Proposition 218 are 

required to implement any new or revised fees. 

3. Establish an SB 1383 enforcement ordinance and policies to meet the 

requirements of SB 1383 Regulations. This work effort may also include updates 

to Chapter 5-32: Solid Waste and Chapter 5-48: Construction and Demolition 

Waste Recycling Program of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code (LHMC).   

4. Continued education and outreach to the public on the requirements of SB 1383. 

The table below lists the tentative major milestone dates in 2021 to implement the                                

SB 1383 Regulations by the deadline of January 1, 2022. Please note that the following 

dates are subject to change dependent on how the work efforts identified above 

progress forward. 

Date SB 1383 Implementation Milestone 

6/22/2021 City Council first reading of proposed SB 1383 Ordinance and updates to existing 

LHMC solid waste and recycling chapters. PUBLIC HEARING. 

7/13/2021 CR&R Solid Waste Franchise Agreement negotiation results and rates for service 

reviewed by City Council.  If negotiation results and rates are approved by the City 

Council, then City Council will direct staff to draft an amendment to the Solid Waste 

Franchise Agreement and initiate the notification process of Proposition 218. 

7/13/2021 City Council second reading of proposed SB 1383 Ordinance and updates to existing 

LHMC solid waste and recycling chapters. PUBLIC HEARING. 

8/13/2021 SB 1383 proposed Ordinance and updates to existing LHMC solid waste and recycling 

chapters goes into effect after 30 days from second reading. 

9/28/2021 City Council approve an amendment to the CR&R Solid Waste Franchise Agreement to 

abide by the SB 1383 Regulations. Review of Proposition 218 notification process. 

PUBLIC HEARING. 

FISCAL IMPACT:  

A considerable amount of staff time will be devoted to the implementation of SB 1383 

organic waste reduction requirements. Staff’s work efforts will also require the 

assistance of the City Attorney’s office. Staff is also supported by EcoNomics, Inc., the 

City’s solid waste and recycling consultant. EcoNomics’ consulting services have been 

paid through the City’s special revenue recycling funds. 
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City of Laguna Hills 

City Council/Planning Agency 

Staff Report 

 
 

DATE: February 23, 2021 

TO: Mayor and Council Members 

FROM: Janine Heft 
 Council Member 

ISSUE: Request for Reconsideration of Membership in Regional Organizations 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Councilmember Heft recommends that the City Council: 1) 
Consider a Motion for Reconsideration to discuss the potential of reinstating City 
membership in Regional Organizations and, if the Motion for Reconsideration is made, 
seconded and approved by the City Council, consider the following recommended 
action: 2) Reinstate the City’s memberships in Regional Organizations including the 
League of California Cities (LOCC), Association of California Cities-Orange County (ACC-
OC), Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), and Orange County 
Council of Governments (OCCOG) 
 

 

SUMMARY: 

At the July 7, 2020, Special Meeting of the City Council, a motion was unanimously 

approved which, in part, directed a budget savings action to “include 1-year 

membership suspensions to SCAG, OCCOG, ACC-OC, and League of CA Cities.” (City 

Council Minutes, July 7, 2021, Special Meeting of the City Council, Item 3. 2020 City-

Wide Holiday Decorations). In order to revisit this decision now, the City Council will 

have to first approve a Motion for Reconsideration of memberships in regional 

organizations. I will be making the required Motion for Reconsideration prior to 

discussion of this item. 

The City of Laguna Hills has been a longtime member and has been actively involved in 

the League of California Cities (LOCC), Association of California Cities – Orange County 

(ACC-OC), Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) and the Orange 

County Council of Governments (OCCOG). The annual dues total cost for these four 
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regional organizations, considering recent authorized discounts, is approximately 

$28,000. While it is understood that belts need to be tightened in light of everything 

cities are facing financially right now due to COVID-19, it is precisely during a time like 

this that we need our regional partnerships now more than ever. As this is a crucial year 

for many regional issues, the City of Laguna Hills cannot afford to not be represented in 

the decision-making process that will greatly affect our City, our residents, and our 

businesses. 

BACKGROUND:  

On July 7, 2020, the Laguna Hills City Council held a Special Meeting, which, among 

other agenda items, included consideration of whether or not to contract with The 

Christmas Kings (Vendor) for holiday decorations and lighting. This Vendor had 

contracted with the City the previous year and was requesting an early commitment for 

the upcoming work effort scheduled to begin in November 2020. The proposed budget 

for the holiday decorations and lighting was $100,000. To offset some of the costs of the 

proposal for holiday decorations and lighting, after much discussion, a motion was made 

to put 2021 memberships in the regional organizations of LOCC, ACC-OC, SCAG and 

OCCOG on hold for a year for budget savings. The motion was seconded and the vote 

was unanimous.  

Since that time, a second wave of COVID-19 hit Orange County, causing record 

hospitalizations. Lockdowns were imposed once again, and the impacts on our local 

economy were severe. We have seen a dramatic increase of drug and alcohol use, 

domestic violence, depression, and even suicide.  Homelessness became a critical 

problem for the first time in the history of our city, and new higher Regional Housing 

Needs Allocation (RHNA) numbers were proposed for cities. All of these issues, and 

more, are regional in nature and cannot be solved just by ourselves. We need strong 

regional alliances so that our city’s voice can be heard and can be a full participant in the 

decision-making process once again.  

Reinstating City memberships in regional organizations is a relatively small but crucial 

investment in the future of our City, especially this year, when many decisions will be 

made that could affect us for many years to come.  

Key leaders and representatives from each organization mentioned herein will be 

attending in person, or virtually, to provide some more in-depth information as to the 

value that they add to cities and in particular our City. The representatives invited to this 

meeting include: 
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LOCC: Tony Cardenas, Public Affairs Manager, Orange County  

ACC-OC: Bruce Channing, Executive Director  

SCAG: Jonathon Hughes, Regional Affairs Officer 

OCCOG: Marnie Primmer, Executive Director  

These organizations and other involved individuals also provided the attached 

information and letters in support of rejoining these regional organizations. 

FISCAL IMPACT:  

In discussing this matter with the City Manager, he expressed the following points:                   

1. Cost savings from regional organization membership suspensions were a City Council 

directed offset against the cost of the 2020 holiday decorations and lights program;                    

2. The City’s operations are still under a management directive to impose “tier 1” cost 

savings, although the suspension of memberships in regional organizations was not 

included in the original proposal for budget cost savings; and 3. The adverse economic 

impact of COVID-19 on City revenues is not yet fully known. 

It is important to note that the ACC-OC recently voted to lower their annual dues by 

10% across the board to assist cities that are currently experiencing financial difficulties 

due to COVID-19. In addition, SCAG is offering a reduced dues payment for this year at 

80% of previous levels. 

The annual dues for the regional organizations are as follows:  

LOCC: $13,149.00; SCAG: $2,871.20 (Previously $3,589.00); ACC-OC: $8,407.00 

(Previously $9,341.00); OCCOG: $3,539.72 (plus funding for the CSUF Center for 

Demographic Research $1,768.79). 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Attachment a - 1 through 4 - ACC OC Reference Materials 

• Attachment b - 1 through 2 - OCCOG Reference Materials 

• Attachment c - 1 through 2 - SCAG Reference Materials 

• Attachment d - LOCC - January 19, 2021, Membership Packet and Info Graphic 
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Attachment a – 1 

 

ACC OC – List of City Dues  

with 10% reduction for 2021 
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ACC-OC Approved 2021 
Membership Dues - City

Member City 2020 Dues 2021 Dues 
Aliso Viejo $   12,064.00 $     10,857.60 
Anaheim $   54,409.00 $     48,968.10 
Buena Park $   16,465.00 $     14,818.50 
Costa Mesa $   20,927.00 $     18,834.30 
Dana Point  $     9,709.00 $    8,738.10 
Fountain Valley $   12,790.00 $     11,511.00 
Fullerton $   24,638.00 $     22,174.20 
Garden Grove $   29,084.00 $     26,175.60 
Huntington Beach $   33,017.00 $     29,715.30 
Laguna Beach  $     8,212.00 $    7,390.80 
Laguna Hills  $     9,341.00 8,407 
Laguna Niguel $   14,178.00 $     12,760.20 
Lake Forest $   16,873.00 $     15,185.70 
Mission Viejo $   18,260.00 $     16,434.00 
Newport Beach $   16,987.00 $     15,288.30 
Orange $   24,483.00 $     22,034.70 
Placentia $   12,575.00 $     11,317.50 
San Juan Capistrano $   10,063.00 $    9,056.70 
Santa Ana $   51,508.00 $     46,357.20 
Stanton $   10,405.00 $    9,364.50 
Tustin $   16,188.00 $     14,569.20 
Villa Park  $     5,816.00 $    5,234.40 
Yorba Linda $   14,447.00 $     13,002.30 
Total $    442,439.00  $      389,788.20 
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ACC OC – List of City Dues  

Laguna Hills missing 
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ATTACHMENT I (Budget Report)

ACC-OC Proposed 2021 
Membership Dues - City

Member City 2020 Dues 2021 Dues 
Aliso Viejo $                  12,064.00 $                    10,857.60 
Anaheim $                  54,409.00 $                    48,968.10 
Buena Park $                  16,465.00 $                    14,818.50 
Costa Mesa $                  20,927.00 $                    18,834.30 
Dana Point  $                    9,709.00 $                      8,738.10 
Fountain Valley $                  12,790.00 $                    11,511.00 
Fullerton $                  24,638.00 $                    22,174.20 
Garden Grove $                  29,084.00 $                    26,175.60 
Huntington Beach $                  33,017.00 $                    29,715.30 
Laguna Beach  $                    8,212.00 $                      7,390.80 
Laguna Hills  $                    9,341.00   
Laguna Niguel $                  14,178.00 $                    12,760.20 
Lake Forest $                  16,873.00 $                    15,185.70 
Mission Viejo $                  18,260.00 $                    16,434.00 
Newport Beach $                  16,987.00 $                    15,288.30 
Orange $                  24,483.00 $                    22,034.70 
Placentia $                  12,575.00 $                    11,317.50 
San Juan Capistrano $                  10,063.00 $                      9,056.70 
Santa Ana $                  51,508.00 $                    46,357.20 
Stanton $                  10,405.00 $                      9,364.50 
Tustin $                  16,188.00 $                    14,569.20 
Villa Park  $                    5,816.00 $                      5,234.40 
Yorba Linda $                  14,447.00 $                    13,002.30 
Total $               442,439.00  $                 389,788.20 
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Attachment a – 3 

 

ACC OC – February 16, 2021  

Membership Benefits Memorandum 
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Memo 
To: ACC-OC Board of Directors 

Janine Heft, City of Laguna Hills  

From: Bruce E. Channing 

Date: February 16, 2021 

Re: ACC-OC Membership Benefits 

Background: 

The Association of California Cities – Orange County (ACC-OC) is a 501c3, non-profit 
that educates local elected officials on the most important regional policy issues, 
advocates for policies that benefit all Orange County cities, and empowers local leaders 
to make informed decisions about the issues before them. ACC-OC is committed to 
providing opportunities to collaborate with public, private, and non-profit organizations to 
find ways to improve life for all Orange County residents.  

Founded in 2011, ACC-OC has been an integral part of fostering regional policy 
solutions for more than a decade. In 2018, ACC-OC drafted and supported legislation 
that would eventually pass both houses unanimously and create the Orange County 
Housing Finance Trust, a JPA created to assist cities in building permanent supportive 
and affordable housing. Each month the Association hosts a variety of educational 
programming and committee meetings to educate both elected officials and city staff. 
Most of this programming is offered free to members.  

Like the rest of the world, ACC-OC has had to pivot during the last year and re-imagine 
how it provides true benefit to its members. Under the leadership of the ACC-OC Board 
of Directors, the Association was able to capitalize on its nimble staff and low-overhead 
to create a variety of programming directly related to Covid-19 and the economic fall-
out. The Board of Directors also supported a 10 percent dues reduction for all members 
for the calendar year 2021. ACC-OC realizes you are tightening your belts, and they are 
too. 

ACC-OC is governed by a 13-member Board of Directors, all local City Council 
members representing different member cities. Bruce Channing, ACC-OC Executive 
Director, served as the City Manager for the City of Laguna Hills for more than 25 years. 
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2 

His leadership has streamlined ACC-OC’s finances and built a team that is able to 
provide content and programming that covers a range of policy issues including: 
housing & homelessness, CalPERS and pensions, energy, economic development, 
planning, water, 5G & smart tech, and many others.  

ACC-OC is committed to the idea that Orange County is stronger when its cities 
collectively advocate for policies that benefit the entire region. The Association will also 
continue to support legislation and policies that empower local leaders to use discretion 
and make decisions about their communities. In short, ACC-OC is ensuring that we 
keep OC in LOCal Control.  
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Attachment a – 4 

 

ACC OC – February 17, 2021  

Letter from Assemblymember Davies 
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February 17, 2021 

 

Honorable Mayor,  

Mayor Pro Tem and  

City Councilmembers of Laguna Hills: 

 

As a former Councilmember and Mayor of the City of Laguna Niguel from 2012 until 2020, I 

was very active as a member, board member and President of the Association of California Cities 

Orange County.   

Local control has always been one of the biggest issues our cities have had to deal with especially 

when it comes to the overreach of the state regarding housing, businesses, public safety and as we 

have experienced last year, Covid. 

The ACC-OC has always been proactive on informing our members and cities on legislation that 

would negatively put more regulations and cost upon our communities.  They have continually 

been a strong advocate and voice for us at the state level as well as providing monthly educational 

workshops and events that have provided important tools for our staff to use on all facets of 

government.  

Not only has the ACC-OC been beneficial to our city but it has also allowed local councils to 

build lasting relationships that have resulted in solving issues as a whole. 

As I now have a new role serving the 73rd Assembly district including your city, I can see 

firsthand the affects bad policy has on those you represent.  We know that one size doesn’t fit all, 

especially when it comes to housing, homelessness and small businesses.  Having the ACC-OC 

representing you at both a County and State level is imperative to the health and well-being of 

your community.  When it came to this year’s budget, tough decisions had to be made due to the 

loss of revenue because of Covid. 

If there was ever a time to have a place at the table when it comes to local control and making 

sure your city receives its fair share at both the County and State level its now.  You know the 

saying if you are not at the table you are on the menu. With that said, I ask you to consider 

rejoining the ACC-OC. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you, please feel free to contact me if you have any 

questions. My district office is located in San Juan Capistrano, (949) 240-7300. 

Sincerely,  

 

Assemblywoman Laurie Davies 
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Attachment b – 1 

 

OCCOG– February 16, 2021  

Letter from Executive Director Primmer 
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February 16, 2021 
 
 
Councilmember Heft  
City of Laguna Hills 
24035 El Toro Rd 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
 
Subject: FY 2020-2021 OCCOG Membership - Sent Via Email  

  
Councilmember Heft, 
 
The Orange County Council of Governments (OCCOG) values the City of Laguna Hills’ membership. 
Having every city in our county be a part of the officially designated sub-regional planning body 
makes our county stronger. We certainly understand that the pandemic has created fiscal 
challenges for our member jurisdictions, but OCCOG believes that by working together, many of 
the obstacles we face can be overcome.  
 
As Orange County’s sub-regional planning organization, OCCOG is a voluntary Joint Powers 
Authority. Currently, every city in the county, as well as our county’s 25 special districts, the OCSD, 
OCTA, TCA, and SCAQMD are members. OCCOG focuses on five policy areas: water, energy, air 
quality, housing/land use, and transportation. While OCCOG is funded exclusively through 
member dues, we have been able to keep our dues level for a decade, while enhancing the 
services and support we provide to our member jurisdictions. OCCOG is proud of the fact that we 
use contract staff to lead and operate the JPA, a cost-effective way for us to ensure that member 
dues are used primarily on programs to benefit our members. From hosting our annual General 
Assembly, to partnering with organizations like ACC-OC and the League of Cities for educational 
webinar and advocacy purposes, OCCOG provides the information and the forums to ensure that 
Orange County speaks with one voice when it matters most.  
 
OCCOG provides leadership opportunities to elected officials from across the county. Each Board 
member of OCCOG also represents their district on the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) Regional Council. And, the OCCOG Board of Directors appoints the sub-
region’s 12 policy committee representatives to SCAG, ensuring that our county has a voice in 
regional decision-making. In fact, there are three (3) current openings for elected leaders to step 
into a policy committee role at SCAG. This opportunity is only open to council members from 
OCCOG and SCAG member jurisdictions. SCAG policy committees make recommendations to the 
SCAG regional council and influence policy-making at the regional level. Orange County needs 
strong voices to ensure our perspective is heard. 
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For this coming year in particular, it is essential for the City to maintain its OCCOG membership. 
OCCOG has received $3.2M in funding from the sub-regional partner Regional Early Action 
Planning grant program (REAP). This one-time source of funding will be used to support our 
member jurisdictions in preparing their housing elements due to the State this October. Support 
will include access to on-call consultant resources for housing-related planning activities, new GIS-
based technology to enhance the site selection, and a suite of tools that help address the growing 
interest in ADUs.  
 
OCCOG provides a forum for the planning staff of our members to come together to address 
common concerns and offer continuous learning opportunities. For example, the Technical 
Advisory Committee meets monthly to discuss pressing planning issues, such as changes to 
housing legislation, the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA), the Regional Transportation 
Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS), the Orange County Data Acquisition Project 
(OCDAP), adoption of Accessory Dwelling Units ordinances and guidelines (ADUs), and other 
timely topics.  
 
At OCCOG we like to say, “You’re either at the table or you’re on the menu.” We keep Orange 
County at the table. Nowhere has this been more evident than OCCOG’s leadership in the recent 
RHNA cycle. Chairman Trevor O’Neil from the City of Anaheim and Vice Chair Wendy Bucknum 
from the City of Mission Viejo, along with members of the Orange County delegation, have each 
applied pressure on SCAG staff and the Regional Council to push back against overreach by HCD 
throughout the process. OCCOG representatives act as a conscience to SCAG, to speak up for our 
region when Sacramento tries to usurp local control; and they serve as a watchdog for SCAG to 
ensure that they avoid mission creep and stay focused on delivering the mandated planning 
documents for our region with accurate data and a transparent process.    
   
Respectfully, while OCCOG understands the need to look for efficiencies when you are in belt-
tightening mode, we believe the $3,539.72 in dues you pay is more than offset by the value we 
provide. We hope you will retain your membership in the OCCOG this year and look forward to 
continuing to serve you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marnie O. Primmer 

 
Executive Director 
Orange County Council of Governments 
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Attachment b – 2 

 

OCCOG– February 17, 2021  

Letter from Chair O’Neil 

 

 

7.1.1.b

Packet Pg. 249

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

b
 -

 1
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
 2

 -
 O

C
C

O
G

 R
ef

er
en

ce
 M

at
er

ia
ls

  (
23

45
 :

 R
eq

u
es

t 
fo

r 
R

ec
o

n
si

d
er

at
io

n
 o

f 
M

em
b

er
sh

ip
 in

 R
eg

io
n

al



 
 

 

February 17, 2021 

 

 

Mayor Erica Pezold 

City of Laguna Hills 

24035 El Toro Road 

Laguna Hills, CA 92653 

 

 

Dear Mayor Pezold: 

 

As the Chair of the Orange County Council of Governments (OCCOG), I am supportive of your city’s 

consideration to join this important regional organization, which provides a platform for discussions on 

housing, transportation and energy.  

 

I first became involved with OCCOG through my appointment following my 2018 election as an 

Anaheim City Council Member, representing the city’s District 6 in Anaheim Hills. At the same time, I 

was also appointed to the Southern California Association of Governments (SGAG), which interfaces 

with OCCOG. Immediately, we got to work on our region’s critical housing shortage. As you know, 

cities across Southern California, including Laguna Hills, are facing increasingly onerous state mandates 

to produce affordable housing. Through OCCOG and SCAG, cities in Orange County can have a seat at 

the table as these housing regulations are debated.  

 

OCCOG also serves as the regional hub of discussion for transportation projects affecting all of Southern 

California, as well as energy reliability. Regional public policy will be impacted by federal infrastructure 

spending, proposed climate change legislation at the federal and state levels and more. Laguna Hills 

residents deserve to be represented as these regional discussions take place.  

  

I ask you and your council colleagues to join with the many Orange County cities and public agencies as 

a member of OCCOG. If you have questions or need more information on OCCOG, please contact me at 

toneil@anaheim.net or Marnie Primmer, Executive Director of OCCOG, at marnie@occog.com. You 

may also visit www.occog.com.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Trevor O’Neil 

Chair, OCCOG 

 

 

 

 

 

CC: 

Don Sedgwick, Laguna Hills Mayor Pro Tem 
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CC: 

Don Sedgwick, Laguna Hills Mayor Pro Tem 

Janine Heft, Laguna Hills Council Member 

Bill Hunt, Laguna Hills Council Member 

Dave Wheeler, Laguna Hills Council Member 

Donald White, Laguna Hills City Manager  

Melissa Au-Yeung, Laguna Hills Deputy City Manager 

Jennifer Lee, Laguna Hills Assistant City Clerk 
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Item 7.1.1 

Attachment c – 1 

SCAG 

Value for your Investment 
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S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  G O V E R N M E N T S

Membership to SCAG is voluntary and member cities pay dues which are invoiced when the General 
Assembly approves them. Dues are based on the respective populations of the counties and cities, 
as determined by the State Department of Finance’s most recent estimate. Below is a specific 
breakdown of how SCAG dues are calculated: 

THE FIRST STEP IS ASSESSING A BASE RATE:

Once the base rate is established for all cities, they are added 
together and that total is deducted from the Annual Dues Goal 
(based off the total of the previous years’ dues).

THE SECOND STEP IS ASSESSING THE PERCENT OF THE 
REGIONAL POPULATION A COUNTY OR CITY REPRESENT: 
• Cities are charged based on the proportion their population

bears on the total regional population (tribal governments
in the SCAG region are treated as cities for purposes of dues assessment)

• Counties are charged based on the proportion of the population their unincorporated areas bear
on the regional population

Example:
• A city with a population of 29,000 would be assessed base dues of $500 (which are added to

the total for all cities and subtracted from the Annual Dues Goal).  Then, in the second step, the
city’s population represents approximately 0.00153% of the regional population (18.9 million) and
would therefore be assessed an additional $2,833 for a total of $3,333 ($500 + $2833).

SCAG membership offers excellent value for minimal investment. Dues paid to SCAG are equivalent 
to eight cents per capita, far less than those assessed for other Councils of Government locally and 
statewide (dues in other metropolitan areas range from 12-21 cents per capita).

As the largest metropolitan planning organization in the nation, SCAG provides member cities a 
forum to discuss regional issues; have greater influence in legislation and increased access to 
the knowledge and insight of ongoing State and Local activities. SCAG membership affords many 
opportunities to engage regionally and enhance policies and projects affecting constituents, 
benefiting Southern California now and for the future.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE REGIONAL SERVICES STAFF IN YOUR COUNTY:

SCAG MEMBER DUES: 
VALUE FOR YOUR INVESTMENT

page 1 of 1  |  Southern California Association of Governments

Funding
Members get help to find and 
secure grant funding from 
federal and state agencies for 
local projects. 

Tools & Training
Members are provided the 
methodology, tools and training 
necessary to implement the 
strategies and principles of 
approved regional plans. SCAG 
can also perform site-specific 
performance analyses and 
transportation/land use 
benefits analyses.

Priority Response
Members receive priority 
response on requests for 
data, publications or planning 
support.

Custom Maps
Members can request the 
creation of customized maps 
for use on their jurisdiction’s 
website.

Data Analyses
Members may access SCAG’s 
website for jurisdictional data 
analyses; city general plan and 
land use maps; complete set 
of SCAG forecast spreadsheets 
and maps focusing on smaller 
levels of geography; selected 
transportation modeling data 
and modeling linked to the GIS 
street network; and easy-to-
use census files, numerous 
publications and more.

SCAG RESOURCES

ASSESSING A  BASE RATE
population range base dues

0 to  9,999 $100

10,000 to  24,999 $250

25,000 to  99,999 $500

100,000 to  499,999 $750

500,000 to  999,999 $1,000

1,000,000 + $1,250

IMPERIAL COUNTY
1503 N. Imperial Ave., Ste. 104 
El Centro, CA 92243 | (760) 353-7800 
David Salgado | salgado@scag.ca.gov

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 | (213) 236-1800 
Sarah Patterson | patterson@scag.ca.gov

ORANGE COUNTY
600 S. Main St., Ste. 741 
Orange, CA 92868 | (714) 542-3687 
Jonathan Hughes | hughesj@scag.ca.gov

RIVERSIDE COUNTY
3403 10th St., Ste. 805 
Riverside, CA 92501 | (951) 784-1513 
Arnold San Miguel | sanmigue@scag.ca.gov

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY
1170 W. 3rd St., Ste. 140 
San Bernardino, CA 92410 | (909) 806-3556 
Arnold San Miguel | sanmigue@scag.ca.gov

VENTURA COUNTY
4001 Mission Oaks Blvd., Ste. L 
Camarillo, CA 93012 | (805) 642-2800 
Rachel Wagner | wagner@scag.ca.gov

Southern California Association of Governments 
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700, Los Angeles, CA 90017  |  (213) 236-1800  |  www.scag.ca.gov Please recycle AJ2 Fact Sheets 2020.02.07
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Item 7.1.1 

Attachment c – 2 

SCAG & OCCOG – February 18, 2021 

Letter from Mayor Pro Tempore  

Wendy Bucknum, Mission Viejo 
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Item 7.1.1 

Attachment d 

 

LOCC – January 19, 2021 

Membership Packet and Info Graphic 
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1400 K Street, Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 95814 3916 | www.cacities.org | (916) 658 8200

January 19, 2021 

TO:  City Managers and City Clerks in Non-Manager Cities 

FROM: League of California Cities Executive Director and CEO Carolyn Coleman  

SUBJECT: League of California Cities Membership Invoice for 2021  

Thank you for your city’s membership in the League of California Cities (Cal Cities). Your support 
during 2020 was critical as we partnered together to ensure the strength and resiliency of cities during 
an unprecedented year. I know your city’s financial resources are not unlimited, and value your 
ongoing commitment to keep city leaders and cities strong now and into the future by belonging to Cal 
Cities.

Achieving Strong Results 

Accompanying your city’s 2021 membership invoice is the League of California Cities 2020 Annual 
Report. Together we fought proactively at the state and federal level for resources and drove policy 
that reflects the needs of California cities. Fueled by our powerful network of city officials and 
dedicated Cal Cities staff, cities of all sizes benefited as Cal Cities reimagined programs to support 
city leaders as they guided their communities through the transformative challenges of the day.   

The value and benefits your city derives from membership in the League of California Cities makes 
the payment of Cal Cities dues a wise investment. Enclosed for your review is a customized “Return 
on Investment” report for your city. This report summarizes significant financial benefits your city 
receives as a direct result of Cal Cities’ legislative and ballot measure advocacy.  

Advancing the Mission 

Equally important, the value of membership provides elected and appointed officials in your city the 
ability to engage in meaningful policy development discussions, pertinent educational workshops, 
and relevant networking opportunities. Working in concert with our 477 member cities, partners, and 
coalition supporters, advancing local priorities through advocacy and education remains the 
cornerstone of Cal Cities activities. 

Focusing on member-driven priorities to secure state and federal funding for local COVID-19 public 
health response and economic recovery; improve state-local coordination and planning to strengthen 
community disaster preparedness, resiliency, and recovery; protect and modernize critical 
infrastructure; and secure funding to increase the supply and affordability of housing and resources to 
assist individuals at risk or experiencing homelessness while preserving local decision making, Cal 
Cities serves as a vital partner to your community, advancing the voice of city leaders with state and 
federal policymakers.  
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1400 K Street, Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 95814 3916 | www.cacities.org | (916) 658 8200

Membership Remains Affordable  

Pursuant to Cal Cities bylaws, annual membership dues are determined using a city’s population as 
set forth by the California Department of Finance.  

Balancing the fiscal impact COVID-19 places on cities with the key role membership dues play in 
sustaining Cal Cities’ strong operations, the board adopted the 2021 dues schedule retaining in place 
the 2020 membership rates for 2021. This decision reflects the board’s commitment to the 
membership while ensuring adequate funding to support Cal Cities programs and advocacy activities. 

In addition, consistent with board policy, Cal Cities maintains a Litigation Contingency Reserve 
Account (LCRA) funded through an optional voluntary surcharge set as a percentage of dues. 
Reviewed annually by Cal Cities’ finance committee and board of directors, the LCRA is intended 
to: 1. cover expenses incurred from board-approved litigation within a single budget year; and 2. 
maintain sufficient set-asides to cover expenses Cal Cities would incur if Cal Cities becomes or 
remains involved in board-approved litigation during the following year. Fully funded for 2021, 
contributions to the optional voluntary litigation surcharge are not required and are shown as a zero 
on the enclosed invoice. 

California Cities Work Stronger Together 

Through Cal Cities, all cities and all city officials have the opportunity to help shape vital solutions 
to the issues of greatest importance to our cities and the state of California.  

On behalf of Cal Cities officers and board, I encourage your enthusiastic support of and participation 
in the League of California Cities during 2021 and beyond. Working together, we amplify our 
collective voice on key statewide policy matters. 

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact Norman Coppinger, Deputy Executive 
Director Finance and Operations, at ncoppinger@cacities.org or (916) 658-8277.  

Enclosures: Dues invoice 
Dues schedule 
Return on Investment Report 
2020 Annual Report 
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Plus
per each full 10,000 of population over 200,001

Plus
per each full 10,000 of population over 500,001

7.1.1.d

Packet Pg. 260

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
t 

d
 -

 L
O

C
C

 -
 J

an
u

ar
y 

19
, 2

02
1,

 M
em

b
er

sh
ip

 P
ac

ke
t 

an
d

 In
fo

 G
ra

p
h

ic
  (

23
45

 :
 R

eq
u

es
t 

fo
r 

R
ec

o
n

si
d

er
at

io
n

 o
f 

M
em

b
er

sh
ip



LAGUNA HILLS FY2016-17 FY2017-18 FY2018-19 FY2019-20 FY2020-21 Total
LAGUNA HILLS's Dues 12,210 12,454 12,454 13,149 13,149 63,416

VLF/PropertyTax Swap  (1) 981,412 962,867 1,072,016 1,224,914 1,173,982 5,415,190

Local Revenues protected by Prop. 22 (2) 635,015 660,399 649,863 807,153 703,398 3,455,828

SB89 VLF Shift -150,823 -159,872 -167,209 -174,882 -182,227 -835,013

Police Grants - Supplemental Budget 30,994 30,994

SB1 Transportation Funds - Local Streets and Roads 220,073 539,163 561,739 592,886 1,913,861

CARES Act 389,033 389,033

Total Return 1,496,598 1,683,466 2,093,833 2,418,924 2,677,072 10,369,893

Rate of Return 123:1 135:1 168:1 184:1 204:1 164:1

for cities through education and advocacy
to enhance the quality of life for all Californians.

2. Prop. 22 ended the Legislature's ability to borrow or delay HUTA and Prop. 42 gas tax funds.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP -- A GREAT INVESTMENT

LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES

Customized Return on Investment Report
December 2020

Our mission is to expand and protect local control

1. Net gain in revenues by virtue of the VLF/Property Tax Swap.  Growth in PropTax in Lieu of VLF versus estimated growth in VLF had it remained.
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