
 

 

 
 

 

 

   
 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
CITY COUNCIL/PLANNING AGENCY 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
NOVEMBER 12, 2013 

Closed Session at 6:00 PM (when scheduled) 
General Business Session at 7:00 PM 

 
Barbara D. Kogerman, Mayor 

Andrew Blount, Mayor Pro Tempore          Melody Carruth, Council Member 
Randal Bressette, Council Member       Dore J. Gilbert, M.D., Council Member 

 
Location: City Council Chamber, 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California 92653 

 
CLOSED SESSION - CONVENING AT 6:00 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 established rules of decorum for public meetings held 
by the City of Laguna Hills.  Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 is available on the table 
at the back of the City Council Chamber. 

 
ROLL CALL 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

 
A.  PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957(b)(1) 
Public Employee Title:  City Manager - Annual Performance Evaluation 

 

Any person wishing to address the City Council/Planning Agency on any matter, whether or not it appears 
on this Agenda, is asked to complete a pink “Request to Speak” form available on the table at the back of 
the Chamber. The completed form is to be submitted to the City Clerk prior to an individual being heard by 
the City Council/Planning Agency. Completion of the form is voluntary.  All persons may attend the 
meeting regardless of whether this form is completed.  
 

Members of the public wishing to address the City Council can do so during the Public Comments portion 
of the Agenda with a time limitation of three minutes per person, an overall time limit of ten minutes for any 
one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes for Public Comments. If you are commenting on an 
Agenda item, your comments will be heard at the time that item is scheduled on the Agenda.  If you are 
addressing the City Council on an item not listed on the Agenda, the City Council is prohibited by law from 
discussing or taking any action on that item.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 
 

ADJOURN TO CITY COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

CONVENE INTO CLOSED SESSION 
 

RECONVENE TO CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 
 

RECESS 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS - RECONVENING AT 7:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 established rules of decorum for public meetings held 
by the City of Laguna Hills.  Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 is available on the table 
at the back of the City Council Chamber. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  COUNCIL MEMBER GILBERT 

 
ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT 

 
1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

 
1.1 LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVE AN ORAL 
REPORT FROM LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON 
KERSTYN GONZALES.  

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
This is the time to address the City Council on any matter not listed on this 
Agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council.  Public 
Comments are limited to three minutes per person, an overall time limit of ten 
minutes for any one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes. 

 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
All matters listed under “CONSENT CALENDAR” are considered to be routine 
and will be enacted by one motion approving the recommendation listed on the 
Agenda.  There will be no separate discussion unless Members of the City 
Council or Staff request specific items be removed from the Consent Calendar. 
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3.1 WAIVE READING IN FULL OF ALL ORDINANCES AND 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE AGENDA 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL WAIVE READING IN FULL 
OF ALL ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS ON THE AGENDA AND 
DECLARE THAT SAID TITLES WHICH APPEAR ON THE PUBLIC AGENDA 
SHALL BE DETERMINED TO HAVE BEEN READ BY TITLE AND FURTHER 
READING WAIVED.  

 
3.2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE MINUTES 
OF THE OCTOBER 22, 2013, REGULAR MEETING.  

 
3.3 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER FOR PERIOD ENDED 

NOVEMBER 12, 2013 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE WARRANT 
REGISTER IN THE AMOUNT OF $296,913.74. 

 
3.4 FIRST QUARTER FINANCIAL AND TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2013/14 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVE AND FILE THE 
FIRST QUARTER FINANCIAL AND TREASURER'S REPORT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2013/14 

 
3.5 PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 1 FOR EL TORO ROAD PAVEMENT 

REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 179, AND RIDGE ROUTE 
DRIVE PAVEMENT REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 172 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE PROGRESS 
PAYMENT NO. 1, IN THE NET AMOUNT OF $10,691.92, TO ALL AMERICAN 
ASPHALT, FOR EL TORO ROAD PAVEMENT REHABILITATION PROJECT, 
CIP NO. 179, AND RIDGE ROUTE DRIVE PAVEMENT REHABILITATION 
PROJECT, CIP NO. 172. 

 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
4. PLANNING AGENCY 

 
4.1 ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS 

 
4.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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This is the time to address the Planning Agency on any matter not listed on this 
Agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Planning Agency.  
Public Comments are limited to three minutes per person, an overall time limit of 
ten minutes for any one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes. 

 
4.3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE PLANNING AGENCY APPROVE THE 
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 22, 2013, REGULAR MEETING. 

 
4.4 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

 
4.5 PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
4.5.1 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP), CHANGED PLAN (CP), 

PARKING USE PERMIT (PUP), AND SITE DEVELOPMENT 
PERMIT (SDP) NO. 01-12-2174, A REQUEST TO ALLOW 
FOR THE EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING 147-ROOM HOTEL 
(AND ITS ACCESSORY USES INCLUDING RESTAURANT 
AND BANQUET FACILITIES) ALLOWING FOR A NEW POOL 
AND POOL DECK, SPA, FITNESS CENTER, AND OUTDOOR 
COURTYARD WITH OUTSIDE DECK AND ALLOW FOR 
MODIFIED PARKING STANDARDS AT THE HILLS HOTEL, 
25205 LA PAZ ROAD, IN THE (FC) FREEWAY COMMERCIAL 
ZONING DISTRICT 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE PLANNING AGENCY: (1) CONDUCT A 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, CHANGED PLAN, 
PARKING USE PERMIT, AND SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT NO. 01-12-2174; 
AND (2) ADOPT A RESOLUTION ENTITLED: "A RESOLUTION OF THE 
PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, CHANGED PLAN, PARKING USE 
PERMIT, AND SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT NO. 01-12-2174, A REQUEST 
TO ALLOW FOR THE EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING 147-ROOM HOTEL 
(AND ITS ACCESSORY USES INCLUDING RESTAURANT AND BANQUET 
FACILITIES) ALLOWING FOR A NEW POOL AND POOL DECK, SPA, 
FITNESS CENTER AND OUTDOOR COURTYARD WITH OUTSIDE DECK, 
AND ALLOW FOR MODIFIED PARKING STANDARDS AT THE HILLS HOTEL, 
25205 LA PAZ ROAD, IN THE (FC) FREEWAY COMMERCIAL ZONING 
DISTRICT." 

 
PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 
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5. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
5.1 ORDINANCES ADOPTING BY REFERENCE AND AMENDING THE 

2013 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE, 
CONSISTING OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE, MECHANICAL 
CODE, ELECTRICAL CODE, PLUMBING CODE, RESIDENTIAL 
CODE, AND GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE; ADOPTING BY 
REFERENCE AND AMENDING THE 2013 EDITION OF THE 
CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE; AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 
2012 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND 
SPA CODE 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING; (2) INTRODUCE FOR FIRST READING, READ BY TITLE ONLY, 
AND WAIVE FURTHER READING OF THE ORDINANCES ENTITLED:  “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING 
TITLE 10 OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING 
CHAPTERS 10-28, 10-32, 10-36, 10-40, 10-48 AND 10-52 ADOPTING BY 
REFERENCE THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE 
(CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24), CONSISTING OF THE 
CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE (AS AMENDED), 2013 EDITION, BASED ON 
THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL; THE CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, 
2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 2012 UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE AS 
PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING AND 
MECHANICAL OFFICIALS; THE CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE, 2013 
EDITION, BASED ON THE 2011 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE AS 
PUBLISHED BY THE NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION; THE 
CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE, 2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 2012 
UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL OFFICIALS; THE 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE (AS AMENDED), 2013 EDITION, BASED 
ON THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE AS PUBLISHED BY 
THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL; AND THE CALIFORNIA GREEN 
BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (AS AMENDED), 2013 EDITION; AND 
AMENDING TITLE 10, CHAPTER 10-44 OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL 
CODE BY ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING 
POOL AND SPA CODE (AS AMENDED), 2012 EDITION, AS PUBLISHED BY 
THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL," AND "AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 5 OF THE 
LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING CHAPTER 5-16 
ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2013 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA FIRE 
CODE (CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 9) 
INCLUDING APPENDICES B, BB, C, AND CC, BASED ON THE 2012 
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
CODE COUNCIL, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PRESCRIBING REGULATIONS 
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GOVERNING CONDITIONS HAZARDOUS TO LIFE AND PROPERTY FROM 
FIRE OR EXPLOSION;" (3) DIRECT THAT THE ORDINANCES BE PLACED 
ON THE DECEMBER 10, 2013, MEETING AGENDA FOR A PUBLIC HEARING 
AND SECOND READING; AND (4) DIRECT STAFF TO PREPARE AND 
PUBLISH THE APPROPRIATE HEARING NOTICES. 

 
6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

 
6.1 City Manager 

 
6.2 Assistant City Manager 

 
6.2.1 AWARD OF CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT TO 

MATRIX CONSULTING GROUP FOR POLICE SERVICES 
STUDY 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE 
CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MATRIX CONSULTING 
GROUP TO CONDUCT A POLICE SERVICES EVALUATION AND 
AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE CONSULTING 
SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MATRIX CONSULTING GROUP. 

 
7. MATTERS AGENDIZED AND PRESENTED BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

AND MAYOR 
 

8. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next Regular Meeting of the City Council will be November 26, 2013, in the City 
Council Chamber, located at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California. 
 
CERTIFICATION 
 
I, PEGGY J. JOHNS, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, do hereby certify that a copy of 
the foregoing Agenda was posted at Laguna Hills City Hall, Laguna Hills Community 
Center, and La Paz Center by November 8, 2013, at 5:00 PM. 
 

 
 

 
NOVEMBER 8, 2013 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK DATE 
  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 
assistance to participate in this meeting, you should contact the office of the City 
Clerk at (949) 707-2635.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the 
City to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to this meeting. 
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Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the City Council after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City 
Clerk’s Office at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California, during normal 
business hours. 
 
City Council Members receive no additional compensation or stipend as a result of 
simultaneously convening meetings of the Laguna Hills Planning Agency. 
 



 



 

 

 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

OCTOBER 22, 2013 
 

 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS - CONVENING AT 7:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Kogerman called the Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Laguna Hills, California, to order at 7:00 PM in the Laguna Hills City Council 
Chamber, 24305 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Carruth 
 

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Present: Mayor Kogerman, Mayor Pro Tempore Blount, Council Member Bressette, 
Council Member Carruth, and Council Member Gilbert  

 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
 

There was no Closed Session scheduled. 
 

1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1.1 LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVED AN ORAL REPORT FROM LAGUNA 
HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON KERSTYN GONZALES. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

LANDSCAPING 
 

Sam Castillo, Laguna Hills, referenced an article in the Saddleback Valley 
Newspaper regarding the lack of City funding for landscape maintenance.  Mr. 
Castillo recommended removing the Eucalyptus trees along Alicia Parkway to help 
lower maintenance costs.  Public Service Director Rosenfield indicated that over 
time all of the sick and diseased trees would eventually be removed. 

 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR, BY M/COUNCIL MEMBER 
GILBERT, S/COUNCIL MEMBER BRESSETTE.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0.  
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3.1 WAIVE READING IN FULL OF ALL ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

ON THE AGENDA 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL WAIVED READING IN FULL OF ALL ORDINANCES 
AND RESOLUTIONS ON THE AGENDA AND DECLARED THAT SAID 
TITLES WHICH APPEAR ON THE PUBLIC AGENDA SHALL BE 
DETERMINED TO HAVE BEEN READ BY TITLE AND FURTHER READING 
WAIVED. 

 

3.2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 8, 2013 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVED THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 8, 
2013, REGULAR MEETING.  

 

3.3 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER FOR PERIOD ENDED 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVED THE WARRANT REGISTER IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $936,746.43.  

 

3.4 PROJECT APPLICATIONS FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 
PROGRAM, LA PAZ ROAD WIDENING AND THE TRAFFIC SIGNAL 
SYNCHRONIZATION PROGRAM TO THE ORANGE COUNTY 
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY FOR MEASURE M2 FUNDING. 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) APPROVED THE SUBMISSION OF PROJECT 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEASURE M2; (2) ADOPTED RESOLUTION 
NO. 2013-10-22-1, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR 
FUNDS FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP, TIER 2 GRANT 
PROGRAM UNDER ORANGE COUNTY LOCAL TRANSPORTATION 
ORDINANCE NO. 3 FOR THE CABOT ROAD BIO SWALE PROJECT; AND 
(3) ADOPTED RESOLUTION NO. 2013-10-22-2, A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYNCHRONIZATION 
PROJECTS TO THE ORANGE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
FOR FUNDING UNDER THE COMPETITIVE MEASURE M2 REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION SIGNAL SYNCHRONIZATION PROGRAM. 

 

4. PLANNING AGENCY 
 

Mayor Kogerman recessed the City Council meeting and acting in the capacity of 
Chair, called the regular meeting of the Planning Agency of the City of Laguna Hills, 
California, to order at 7:11 PM. 
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4.1 ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS 
 

Present:  Chair Kogerman, Vice Chair Blount, Agency Member Bressette, Agency 
Member Carruth, and Agency Member Gilbert.  

 

4.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
    
   There were no Public Comments. 
 

4.3 MINUTES 
 

4.3.1 REGULAR MINUTES, OCTOBER 8, 2013 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 8, 2013, REGULAR 
MEETING, BY M/AGENCY MEMBER BRESSETTE, S/AGENCY MEMBER 
GILBERT.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0.  

 

4.4 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

   There were no Administrative Reports. 
 

4.5 PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

4.5.1 CHANGED PLAN NO. 3-13-2537, A REQUEST BY AT&T WIRELESS 
TO MODIFY AND EXPAND AN EXISTING COMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITY ON AN EDISON TRANSMISSION TOWER LOCATED AT 
26680 ALICIA PARKWAY 

 

Chair Kogerman opened the Public Hearing. 
 

Haley Peck, AT&T Representative, spoke in support of Changed Plan No. 3-13-
2537, to modify and expand an existing communications facility located at 
26680 Alicia Parkway.   
 

Chair Kogerman closed the Public Hearing. 
 

THE PLANNING AGENCY: (1) CONDUCTED A PUBLIC HEARING; AND (2) 
ADOPTED RESOLUTION NO. PA2013-10-22-1, A RESOLUTION OF THE 
PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING CHANGED PLAN NO. 3-13-2537, A REQUEST BY AT&T 
WIRELESS TO MODIFY AND EXPAND AN EXISTING COMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITY ON AN EDISON TRANSMISSION TOWER LOCATED AT 26680 
ALICIA PARKWAY, BY M/AGENCY MEMBER GILBERT, S/AGENCY MEMBER 
BRESSETTE.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 
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4.5.2 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, PARKING USE PERMIT, AND SITE 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT NO. 05-13-2582, A REQUEST BY TERRI 
DICKERHOFF ON BEHALF OF COREPOWER YOGA TO OPERATE 
A 3,629 SQUARE FOOT YOGA STUDIO AND ALLOW FOR 
MODIFIED PARKING STANDARDS AT 23052 LAKE FOREST 
DRIVE, SUITE C-1, IN THE (MXU) MIXED USE ZONING DISTRICT 

 

Chair Kogerman opened the Public Hearing. 
 

Terry Dickerhoff, Applicant, spoke in support of Conditional Use Permit, Parking 
Use Permit, and Site Development Permit, to operate a 3,629 square foot Yoga 
Studio and to allow for modified parking standards at 23052 Lake Forest Drive, 
Suite C-1.  Ms. Dickerhoff indicated that she agreed to the Conditions of 
Approval. 

 

Chair Kogerman closed the Public Hearing. 
 

THE PLANNING AGENCY: (1) CONDUCTED A PUBLIC HEARING; AND (2) 
ADOPTED RESOLUTION NO. PA2013-10-22-2, A RESOLUTION OF THE 
PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, PARKING USE PERMIT, AND SITE 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT NO. 05-13-2582, A REQUEST BY TERRI DICKERHOFF 
ON BEHALF OF COREPOWER YOGA TO OPERATE A 3,629 SQUARE FOOT 
YOGA STUDIO AND ALLOW FOR MODIFIED PARKING STANDARDS AT 23052 
LAKE FOREST DRIVE, SUITE C-1, IN THE (MXU) MIXED USE ZONING 
DISTRICT, BY M/AGENCY MEMBER GILBERT, S/AGENCY MEMBER 
CARRUTH.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 

4.5.3 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 03-13-2539, A REQUEST BY 
AARON ROSEN ON BEHALF OF DOCTOR'S AMBULANCE TO 
OPERATE A 1,000 SQUARE FOOT AMBULANCE SUBSTATION AT 
25260 LA PAZ ROAD, SUITE 4A, IN THE (CC) COMMUNITY 
COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT. 

 

Chair Kogerman opened the Public Hearing. 
 

Aaron Rosen, Applicant, spoke in support of Conditional Use Permit No. 03-13-
2539, to operate a 1,000 square foot ambulance substation at 25260 La Paz 
Road, Suite 4A. 

 

Chair Kogerman closed the Public Hearing. 
 

THE PLANNING AGENCY: (1) CONDUCTED A PUBLIC HEARING; AND (2) 
ADOPTED RESOLUTION NO. PA2013-10-22-3, A RESOLUTION OF THE 
PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 
APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 03-13-2539, A REQUEST BY 
AARON ROSEN ON BEHALF OF DOCTOR'S AMBULANCE TO OPERATE A 
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1,000 SQUARE FOOT AMBULANCE SUBSTATION AT 25260 LA PAZ ROAD, 
SUITE 4A, IN THE (CC) COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT, BY 
M/AGENCY MEMBER GILBERT, S/AGENCY MEMBER BRESSETTE.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 4-1 (AGENCY MEMBER CARRUTH VOTING NO). 

 

PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mayor Kogerman reconvened the City Council Meeting at 8:08 PM.  All Council 
Members were present. 

 

5. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

   There were no City Council Public Hearings. 
 

6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

6.1 City Manager 
 

6.1.1 SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDED ORANGE COUNTY 
FIRE AUTHORITY JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY AGREEMENT 
RELATING TO EQUITY ISSUES 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) APPROVED AND DIRECTED THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE THE SUBMITTED SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDED 
ORANGE COUNTY FIRE AUTHORITY JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY 
AGREEMENT; AND (2) AUTHORIZED STAFF TO JOIN IN SUPPORTING THE 
ORANGE COUNTY FIRE AUTHORITY'S VALIDATION ACTION, WHEN FILED, 
SEEKING TO OBTAIN A JUDICIAL DECLARATION OF THE VALIDITY OF THE 
SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDED JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY 
AGREEMENT, BY M/COUNCIL MEMBER BRESSETTE, S/MAYOR PRO 
TEMPORE BLOUNT.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 

6.2 City Clerk 
 

6.2.1 2013 VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCE 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPTED A PROCLAMATION IN OBSERVANCE OF 
VETERANS DAY 2013, BY M/COUNCIL MEMBER GILBERT, S/COUNCIL 
MEMBER BRESSETTE.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 

7. MATTERS AGENDIZED AND PRESENTED BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND 
MAYOR 

 

7.1 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRUTH 
 

7.1.1 CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION OF RIDGE ROUTE DRIVE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY UTILIZATION AS PUBLIC TRAIL ACCESS TO 
LAGUNA COAST WILDERNESS PARK 
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Bob Greenough, Laguna Hills, spoke on Ridge Route Drive right-of-way 
utilization as public trail access to Laguna Coast Wilderness Park. 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL DIRECTED STAFF TO: (1) OUTLINE THE PROCEDURE 
FOR FACILITATING PUBLIC ACCESS FROM RIDGE ROUTE DRIVE INTO THE 
LAGUNA COAST WILDERNESS PARK; (2) COMMENCE COMMUNICATION 
WITH OC PARKS COUNTY OF ORANGE, CITY OF IRVINE, THE IRVINE 
COMPANY, LAGUNA CANYON FOUNDATION, LAGUNA WOODS AND THE 
LAGUNA TERRACE HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION; AND (3) DETERMINE 
WHAT COSTS TO THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS MIGHT BE ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF A TRAILHEAD AT RIDGE 
ROUTE DRIVE AND/OR COMMUNITY GARDEN OPTION, BY/COUNCIL 
MEMBER CARRUTH, S/MAYOR PRO TEMPORE BLOUNT.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 

8. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
MAYOR KOGERMAN 
 
Mayor Kogerman reported that she attended the Kids Konnected Gala, Saturday, 
October 19, 2013.   
 
Mayor Kogerman reported that the Mayor’s Walk on Saturday was for the March 
Against Drugs.  Mayor Kogerman indicated that this Saturday’s walk would meet at 
the Baja Fresh at 9:00 AM. 
 
Mayor Kogerman reported that she had applied for the LAFCO position that had 
recently become available. 
 
Mayor Kogerman reported on Vector Control issues. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER CARRUTH 
 
Council Member Carruth reported that she attended the Lewis Moulton Family 
Reunion held Saturday, October 12, 2013.   
 
COUNCIL MEMBER BRESSETTE 
 
Council Member Bressette indicated he was pleased with the Veteran’s Day 
Proclamation issued by the City and wanted it to be displayed at the Community 
Center as well as City Hall.  Council Member Bressette also requested an area be 
established at the Community Center to hang City proclamations and certificates. 
Council Member Bressette also requested that a copy of the Proclamation be 
forwarded to the California Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the Chairman of the 
California Veterans Board, and all of the California Veterans Homes. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business before the City Council at this session, Mayor 
Kogerman declared the meeting adjourned at 9:11 PM. 

 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
 
ATTEST: 
 

BARBARA D. KOGERMAN, MAYOR 
 
APPROVED AT MEETING OF _______________. 
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DATE:  NOVEMBER 12, 2013  
 
TO:   MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 
FROM: DONALD J. WHITE 
 ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 
ISSUE: FIRST QUARTER FINANCIAL AND TREASURER'S REPORT FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 2013/14 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVE AND FILE THE FIRST 
QUARTER FINANCIAL AND TREASURER'S REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013/14  
 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Staff is submitting to the City Council the Quarterly Financial Highlights for the First 
Quarter of Fiscal Year 2013/14. The financial statements show the planned use of 
reserves for the first quarter. This is largely due to the number of revenues and 
expenditures that are unevenly received or expended over the course of the year. The 
City's total portfolio of $8,386,689 as of September 30, 2013, is invested in authorized 
securities. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Attached to this report is a pamphlet entitled “City of Laguna Hills Quarterly Financial 
Highlights, First Quarter, Fiscal Year 2013/14.” The information presented in the pamphlet 
provides the City Council and City management with the results of the City's financial 
operations for the quarter ended September 30, 2013, and its fund balance as of the same 
period. The pamphlet also contains a condensed Treasurer’s Investment Report, as of 
September 30, 2013. 
 
The Laguna Hills Civic Center section in the pamphlet includes an abridged balance sheet 
and income statement summary for the Laguna Hills Center leasing operation. Essex 
Realty, the management company for the property, reported a net loss of $13,200 for the 
three months of leasing activity from July 1 to September 30, 2013. After adding back 
contra rent revenue associated with the City’s occupied spaces, the effective net income is 
$162,758. The balance sheet shows equity of $17,047,158 as of September 30, 2013. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 
• City of Laguna Hills Quarterly Financial Highlights  

1st Quarter Fiscal Year 2013/14 
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Honorable Mayor and City Council Members: 

FY 2013/14 First Quarter Highlights 

September 30, 2013 

   1st Quarter, Fiscal Year 2013-14 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS, 1st QUARTER FY 2013/14  CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS  
  Quarterly Financial Highlights 

  YTD 

Actual 

(million) 

Budget 

(million) 

YTD 

% of 

Budget 

  

Funding Sources $  1.29 $ 22.66 6% 

Funding Uses   4.76  23.73 20% 

Shortfall of Sources 
over Uses 

($  3.47) ($  1.07)  

LAGUNA HILLS CIVIC CENTER 

The abridged Balance Sheet and Income statement 
for the Laguna Hills Civic Center leasing operation 
is shown below: 

 

 

Income Statement Summary 
For the 3 Months Ended September 30, 2013 

Abridged Balance Sheet 
As of September 30, 2013 

REPORT VARIANCES 

In compliance with Government Accounting 
Standards Board Statement No. 22, revenues 
from taxpayer-assessed taxes, such as property 
and sales tax, received in the first two months 
of this fiscal year were accrued in the prior fis-
cal year. As such, the first quarter revenues are 
typically lower than the other three quarters. 
There are also certain expenditures, such as 
annual insurance premiums, that are paid in 
full during the first quarter (see Comparative 
Statement of Operations on page 3).  Therefore, 
when comparing the budget with actual data, 
one cannot expect that a quarter, or 25%, of the 
fiscal year’s revenues and expenditures would 
have been received or expended during the first 
quarter of the fiscal year. Thus, the YTD as a 
percentage of budget shown in this report does 
not necessarily indicate material deviations or 
budget variances. 

 

 

FUND BALANCE 

Included in this pamphlet, on page 5, is a re-
port on the City’s Fund Balance as of Septem-
ber 30, 2013. City-managed short-term idle 
funds,  as well as bond funds, are invested in 
approved securities. An abridged balance sheet, 
which itemizes the City’s assets and liabilities, 
is included on page 4. 

Continued on page  2 

T he following unaudited financial infor-
mation summarizes the City’s overall 
financial position for the current fiscal 
year through September 30, 2013.  

A Summary of Funding Sources and Uses for 
the first quarter ended September 30, 2013 is 
presented in the following table: 

ASSETS    
Total Current Assets   $            165,941  
Total Fixed Assets            16,943,629  
TOTAL ASSETS   $      17,109,570  
     
LIABILITY & EQUITY    
Total Current Liabilities   $               62,412  

Total Equity            17,047,158  
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY   $      17,109,570  

TOTAL INCOME    $             105,440  
TOTAL EXPENSES   $             118,640  
NET INCOME/(LOSS)    $            (13,200) 
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The City’s total funding sources comprise of general fund revenues, special fund revenues, and other 
financing sources. At the end of the first quarter, total funding sources were approximately $1.29 mil-
lion, or 6% of budget. 
General Fund Revenues 
General Fund Revenues are utilized primarily to finance the City’s general governmental activities. At 
quarter end, general fund revenues totaled $1,076,358, or 6% of budget. Receipts of Property Tax, 
which are concurrent with the County’s tax collection schedule, came in at 206,758, or 2% of budget. 
Intergovernmental Revenues, which includes sales tax revenue, were $388,651, or 7% of budget. The 
recording of these revenue sources comply with GASB 23 which addresses the timing of recognition of 
non-exchange transactions, e.g. taxes and fines. Franchise fees from utility companies and transient 
occupancy tax comprise Franchise Tax revenues, which came in at 2% of budget. These receipts lag at 
least a quarter and no accrual was made at quarter end. Revenues from Licenses & Permits, 
$182,918, and Charges for Services, $214,931, are dependent upon development activities and came 
in at 26% and 23% of budget respectively. Fines and Forfeitures, which includes parking and vehicle 
fines, ended the quarter at 11% of budget, at $34,750. 

Special Revenues and Grants 
Many of the Special Revenue funding sources are tied in with the City’s Capital Improvement Plan. 
The receipts of funding sources for certain capital projects typically lag behind the spending on the 
projects, as the claims are applied for during construction or after project-completion. At the end of 
the first quarter, special revenues receipts totaled $206,279, or 6% of budget.  

Other Funding Sources 
In accordance with GAAP, not all increases in governmental fund financial resources can be classified as 
revenue. Certain increases instead are reported as other financing sources, such as sales of general capital 
assets, proceeds of general long-term debt, and financial inflows from other funds.  

Page 2 

The City’s total funding uses consist of the City’s 
Operating Expenditures, outlay for Capital Im-
provement projects, debt charges and expendi-
tures for grant related programs.  At the end of 
the first quarter, total funding uses were approxi-
mately $4.7 million, which was 20% of the an-
nual budget.  

Operating Expenditures 

At the end of the first quarter, operating expendi-
tures totaled roughly $4 million, which repre-
sents 23% of the total operating budget. The 
spending levels for all the functional areas were 
at or below 25%, with the exception of Adminis-
trative Services, as payments for certain expendi-
tures, such as annual insurance premiums, are 
paid in full at the beginning of the fiscal year. 

Capital Improvement Plan  

All budgeted capital improvement projects auto-
matically re-appropriate each fiscal year until the 
project is completed. The amended budget of ap-

proximately $4.2 million includes $395,114 in 
budget carry-overs of from the re-appropriation of 
capital improvement projects, namely the La Paz 
Widening at I-5 project (CIP #159) and Paseo de 
Valencia Widening project (CIP #145) . At the end 
of the first quarter, total capital expenditures were 
$180,101, or 4% of budget.  

The following table lists the City’s capital projects 
by major expenditure categories as of the end of 
this reporting period. 

Funding Uses 

Funding Sources 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS,  1s t  QUARTER FY 2013/14  

Capital Improvement Program 

For the 3 Months Ended, September 30, 2013 

Streets, Signals & Lighting  $  66,419 

Flood Control & Water Quality     74,620 

Parks     19,286 

Trails & Open Space     19,776 

Total  $  180,101 
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REVENUES 
1st Quarter  FY 13/14 

Page 4 

 
 
 

OPERATING 
EXPENDITURES 

1st Quarter  FY 13/14 
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TREASURER’S INVESTMENT REPORT (CONDENSED) 
FOR THE FIRST QUARTER ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2013 

CURRENT PORTFOLIO SUMMARY 

Short-term excess cash is currently invested primarily in the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) adminis-
tered by the State Treasurer.  Held under trust indenture by The Bank of New York Mellon Trust Company, 
N.A, is a Reserve Fund established to secure the timely payment of principal and interest represented by the 
2010 Refinancing Project bond issues.  The City’s investment policy approved by Council resolution is the pre-
vailing guideline in managing investments. 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 

The following is the summary of the cash and investments of the City-managed funds for the 1st quarter 
ended September 30, 2013, compared with the same period of the previous fiscal year: 

We believe the City’s portfolio provides sufficient cash flow liquidity to meet the next six months of the City’s 
projected operating expenditures. 

Page 6 CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS,  1s t  QUARTER FY 2013/14  

   September 30, 2013  September 30, 2012 
Cash on hand   $                          1,750    $                           1,750  
Pooled Deposits:       
     Demand Deposits                           906,446                         1,286,903  
     Certificates of Deposits                           570,502                             820,957  
           Total Pooled Deposits                       1,476,948                         2,107,859  
Pooled Investments:       
     Local Agency Investment Fund                       4,925,051                         5,834,918  
Restricted Cash and Investments:       
     Local Agency Investment Fund                       1,805,101                         1,809,627  
     Demand Deposits                           177,838                                        ‐    

               Total Cash and Investments   $                  8,386,689    $                   9,754,155  

                       1st Qtr    
  Cash and Investments by Type   Beginning           Ending    Interest    
      Book Value    Deposits    Withdrawals    Book Value    Income    
  Cash on Hand    $            1,750     $                     -       $                    -       $               1,750     $                   -      
  Demand Deposits              840,644                4,754,052               4,839,744                  754,952                          -      
  Certificates of Deposits              750,000                            -                    250,000                  500,000                       285    
  Multiple Maturity Certificates of Deposits                70,502                            -                             -                      70,502                       869    
  State Treasurer's Investment Fund           6,221,438                       3,613               1,300,000               4,925,051                    3,575    
  Funds Under Trust Indenture           1,813,975                   310,870                  319,155               1,805,689                    1,169    
  Demand Deposits with Fiscal Agent                13,162                   721,953                  583,622                  151,493                          -      
  Deposits in Escrow               177,250                            -                             -                    177,250                          -      
  TOTAL    $     9,888,722     $         5,790,488     $        7,292,521     $        8,386,689     $             5,898    
                          

Multiple 
Maturity CD

0.84%

Public CD
5.96%

LAIF
58.72%

Funds Under 
Trust 

Indenture
21.53%

Cash and 
Equivalents
10.83%

Restricted 
Cash
2.11%

Investment Portfolio
September 30, 2013

Certificate of 
Deposit
4.83%

LAIF
60.62%

Multiple 
Maturity CD
14.74%

Funds Under 
Trust Indenture

18.80%

Investment Income  
1st Quarter FY 13/14
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DATE:  NOVEMBER 12, 2013  
 
TO:   MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 
FROM: KENNETH H. ROSENFIELD 
 DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES/CITY ENGINEER 
 
ISSUE: PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 1 FOR EL TORO ROAD PAVEMENT 

REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 179, AND RIDGE ROUTE DRIVE 
PAVEMENT REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 172 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE PROGRESS 
PAYMENT NO. 1, IN THE NET AMOUNT OF $10,691.92, TO ALL AMERICAN 
ASPHALT, FOR EL TORO ROAD PAVEMENT REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP 
NO. 179, AND RIDGE ROUTE DRIVE PAVEMENT REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP 
NO. 172.  
 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Work on the El Toro Road Pavement Rehabilitation Project, CIP No. 179, and Ridge 
Route Drive Pavement Rehabilitation Project, CIP No. 172, began on November 6, 2013, 
and is being performed by All American Asphalt.  The work is currently focused upon 
Ridge Route Drive. No work is scheduled for El Toro Road until early 2014. Work 
performed in November includes mobilization, review of utility clearances, and the 
beginning of clearing and grubbing.  The contractor has submitted the first progress 
payment request for approval.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Ridge Route Drive 
 
  1  Clearing & Grubbing      .50  LS $22,509.30 $11,254.65 
      
   Total To Date  $11,254.65 
   Less Prior Billing  $             -0- 
                       Total This Period                $11,254.65                        $11,254.65                  
                       Less 5% Retention                                                       $(    562.73) 
                                                        $10,691.92 
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Progress Payment No. 1 - CIP No. 179/172 
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November 12, 2013 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The progress payment is within the Capital Improvement Program Budget for the El Toro 
Road Pavement Rehabilitation Project, CIP No. 179, and Ridge Route Drive Pavement 
Rehabilitation Project, CIP No. 172. 
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City Council Meeting Agenda 

Staff Report 
 

  

   

 

DATE:  NOVEMBER 12, 2013  
 
TO:   CHAIR AND AGENCY MEMBERS  
 
FROM: DAVID CHANTARANGSU, AICP 
 DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
 
ISSUE: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP)/CHANGED PLAN (CP), PARKING USE 

PERMIT (PUP), AND SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT (SDP) NO. 01-12-2174, 
A REQUEST TO ALLOW FOR THE EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING 147-
ROOM HOTEL (AND ITS ACCESSORY USES INCLUDING RESTAURANT 
AND BANQUET FACILITIES), ALLOWING FOR A NEW POOL AND POOL 
DECK, SPA, FITNESS CENTER, AND OUTDOOR COURTYARD WITH 
OUTSIDE DECK AND ALLOW FOR MODIFIED PARKING STANDARDS AT 
THE HILLS HOTEL, 25205 LA PAZ ROAD, IN THE (FC) FREEWAY 
COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE PLANNING AGENCY: (1) CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/CHANGED PLAN, PARKING USE 
PERMIT, AND SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT NO. 01-12-2174; AND (2) ADOPT A 
RESOLUTION ENTITLED: "A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING AGENCY OF THE 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, 
CHANGED PLAN, PARKING USE PERMIT, AND SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT NO. 
01-12-2174, A REQUEST TO ALLOW FOR THE EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING 147-
ROOM HOTEL (AND ITS ACCESSORY USES INCLUDING RESTAURANT AND 
BANQUET FACILITIES) ALLOWING FOR A NEW POOL AND POOL DECK, SPA, 
FITNESS CENTER AND OUTDOOR COURTYARD WITH OUTSIDE DECK, AND 
ALLOW FOR MODIFIED PARKING STANDARDS AT THE HILLS HOTEL, 25205 LA 
PAZ ROAD, IN THE (FC) FREEWAY COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT."  
 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Conditional Use Permit/Changed Plan, Parking Use Permit, and Site Development Permit 
No. 01-12-2174 is a request by architect Ken Agharokh and Associates on behalf of the 
property owner/applicant, Lee's Laguna Hill Resort, LLC, and its Managing Partner 
Michael Mofid, which owns and operates The Hills Hotel, located at 25205 La Paz Road 
(collectively referred to as the “Applicant”) for the following: 
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• Conditional Use Permit: To allow the expansion of an existing 147-room hotel (and 
its accessory uses including restaurant and banquet facilities) allowing for a new 
pool and pool deck, spa, fitness center and outdoor courtyard with outside deck. 

• Parking Use Permit:  Allow for modified parking standards based upon the Urban 
Land Institute’s shared parking methodology. 

• Site Development Permit: Permit the following site improvements: (1) removal of 
an existing +/- 1,300 square foot outdoor swimming pool and deck located in the 
central atrium area; (2) construction of a new 612 square foot pool and spa and 
deck in a portion of the parking lot at the north end of the hotel; (3) renovation and 
construction of an +/- 8,500 square foot outdoor courtyard for use primarily as a 
sitting area, outdoor lounge, and garden area, including the construction of an 
outside deck. According to the Applicant, the intended use of the new +/- 8,500 
square foot outdoor courtyard is for the hotel guests' garden pleasure with an 
occasional wedding ceremony or quiet cocktail reception in the area with no loud 
music or dancing and there will not be dance floor use for this location; and (4) 
construction of a new fitness center near the new pool and spa.  

 
Staff has reviewed this project against the requirements, goals, and strategies of the 
Laguna Hills General Plan and Development Code, and has evaluated the potential for 
environmental impacts in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA).  Following this review, staff has determined that the proposed project, subject to 
the recommended conditions of approval, will not result in any significant adverse impacts 
to the public health, safety, and general welfare.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Hills Hotel is located northwest of the 
Cabot Road and La Paz Road intersection 
and is adjacent to the I-5 Freeway.  
Surrounding land uses include the I-5 
Freeway to the north and east; commercial 
retail and professional offices to the south; 
and single-family residences to the west.  
The hotel was originally developed under 
the County of Orange around 1967 as the 
Hilton Inn and later changed ownership and 
branding to the Holiday Inn, and more 
recently, The Hills Hotel.  The hotel 
currently operates with 147 guest rooms 
with accessory restaurant (3,915 square 
feet), and banquet hall (8,457 square feet) 
uses.  The hotel property abuts a single-
family residential development to the west. 
Eighteen single-family homes are located 
immediately adjacent to the hotel on La 

Vicinity Map 
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Suen Road, separated by property line walls at the top of the slope, and a down-slope with 
a twenty foot change in elevation.  The closest home is located approximately 110 feet 
from the hotel building.  The City occasionally receives complaints about the hotel 
concerning property maintenance issues, with the most recent notable complaint occurring 
in 2010 when LED lights were installed along the roofline of the hotel.   
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS: 
 
The Applicant is proposing to remove the hotel’s existing 1,300 square foot outdoor 
swimming pool, deck, and associated equipment located in the central atrium area and to 
convert this space into a new outdoor courtyard.  These proposed improvements will take 
place within the existing “footprint” of the outdoor swimming pool, deck, and central atrium 
area.  According to the Applicant’s (clarifying) Letter of Justification, dated April 8, 2013, 
the renovated outdoor swimming pool area is primarily intended to be used “Gfor hotel 
guests' garden pleasure.  Occasionally, we may have a wedding ceremony or quiet 
cocktail reception in the area with no loud music or dancing.  There will not be [sic] dance 
floor use for this location.  We intend to continue to use the location in the same fashion as 
we have in the last four years.  We have not, to date, had any issues with hotel guests or 
nearby residents."  Additional landscaping will be added to the proposed outdoor courtyard 
to create the feel of an outdoor garden and also to provide some screening from the 
parking lot and adjacent residences.  The Applicant believes that the new outdoor 
courtyard will be a better use of the central atrium space due to the low utilization rate of 
the existing, outdated swimming pool.  In order to continue offering a swimming pool 
amenity to hotel guests, a smaller pool and spa will be constructed on the north side of the 
hotel using a portion of the parking lot, resulting in a loss of thirteen parking spaces.   
 
The new swimming pool will be approximately 612 square feet in size and will be 
completely enclosed by a wrought iron fence in accordance with 2010 California Building 
Code standards.  New landscaping will be installed around the perimeter of the new 
swimming pool and deck area and outdoor furniture will be provided similar to the sitting 
area furniture proposed for the new outdoor courtyard.  On the west end of the pool area, 
a new 800 square foot fitness center will be constructed to replace the hotel’s current 
fitness center, which currently consists of an unused guest room outfitted with exercise 
equipment.  The new fitness center will be built using split face concrete block to match 
the main hotel building and will have canvas awnings as accents over the center’s 
windows similar to the hotel’s administration building.  The new improvements encompass 
approximately 6,500 square feet. 
 
Conditional Use Permit Required: 
 
This hotel use was originally established under the jurisdiction of the County of Orange 
prior to the City's incorporation. Consequently the hotel has operated in the City as an 
existing legal non-conforming, nonresidential property because a Conditional Use Permit 
is required to operate a hotel use in the Freeway Commercial zoning district according to 
the City’s Development Code (“Code”).  As the hotel has changed  ownership over the 
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years, minor alterations and exterior repair, maintenance, and aesthetic improvements 
have been made (e.g., paint, lighting, landscaping, signs, and other similar features) in 
accordance with  the Code, but the hotel itself has not enlarged or expanded in size.   
 
Now that the hotel is proposing to expand the “footprint” of the hotel use as a result of the 
construction of the new pool area, fitness center, and outdoor courtyard, a Conditional Use 
Permit with a Changed Plan is required to allow for the expansion of the existing hotel 
which also encompasses its accessory uses such as the restaurant and banquet facilities.  
The Changed Plan refers to the zoning process the City uses to modify a previously 
approved zoning approval – in this instance, County approvals granted for the hotel 
development. 
 
Specifically, this Conditional Use Permit/Changed Plan will allow for the expansion of the 
existing 147-room hotel and its accessory uses consisting of 3,915 square feet of 
restaurant space, and 8,457 square feet of meeting/banquet room space, to permit a new 
800 square foot fitness center, a 5,700 square foot pool and spa area, and an 8,500 
square foot outdoor courtyard.  These totals have been provided by the Applicant and will 
represent the hotel’s operations upon completion of the proposed improvements.  
 
Parking: 
 
As a hotel use, the City's Development Code (“Code”) requires one parking stall per guest 
room, plus additional parking as required for other accessory uses.  Accessory uses at the 
hotel include a restaurant, meeting rooms, and banquet facilities.  The proposed 
improvements necessitate the removal of 13 parking spaces, reducing the total supply to 
306.  A breakdown of the hotel's Code-required parking is as follows: 
 
 

Land Use Rooms or GFA Code Ratio Required Parking 

Hotel 147 1:1 147 

Restaurant 3,915 SF 1:100 39 

Meeting/Banquet 8,457 SF 1:35 242 

  Total: 428 

  Parking Supply: 306 

  Parking Deficit: 122 

 
The Code conservatively estimates the theoretical parking demand by applying individual 
parking ratios to each land use at the hotel as a “standalone” use.  Strict application of the 
Code’s requirements shows that the hotel is deficient by 122 parking spaces.  Given the 
deficit of parking under the City’s required parking ratios as described above, the Applicant 
commissioned a parking study from Linscott, Law & Greenspan (“LLG”) to evaluate the 
theoretical and actual parking demand of the hotel.  The study uses a shared parking 
methodology based on the Urban Land Institute’s Shared Parking 2nd Edition and the 
Institute of Transportation Engineers’ Parking Generation.  The methodology is based on 
the premise that different land uses that share a site and have differing peak demand 
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hours will generate less overall parking demand compared to their “standalone” parking 
demand.  For example, where the Code’s parking standards assume that restaurant 
patrons at the hotel are separate from hotel guests, the LLG study assumes that a 
percentage of restaurant patrons are also hotel guests and should not be counted twice 
when calculating parking demand.  ULI’s Shared Parking recommends a range of 10% to 
30% when considering the number of restaurant patrons who are not hotel guests.  To be 
conservative, the LLG study assumes that 50% of restaurant patrons are not hotel guests.  
Likewise, the study conservatively assumes that 70% of meeting room and banquet hall 
attendees are not staying at the Hills Hotel (Shared Parking recommends a factor of 60%).   
 
Using this methodology, the LLG study found that the weekday peak parking demand for 
the hotel is expected to occur between 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. with a total theoretical 
parking demand of 224 spaces.  This constitutes a parking surplus of 82 parking spaces 
when compared to the parking supply.  In order to compare the theoretical demand with 
the actual parking demand at the hotel, LLG conducted an hourly parking count on 
Thursday, March 29, 2012, and found that throughout the day, the hotel had a minimum of 
231 parking spaces available, constituting an actual surplus almost three times greater 
than predicted.   
 
Applying the same methodology to a weekend day, the study estimates that the peak 
parking demand is expected to occur at 9:00 p.m. with a total theoretical parking demand 
of 284 spaces, leaving a surplus of 22 parking spaces.  Once again, LLG conducted an 
hourly parking count on Saturday, March 31, 2012, and found the actual peak parking 
demand to be 182 spaces, leaving a surplus of 123 spaces.   
 
While the LLG study indicates there is sufficient parking available to accommodate the 
hotel’s typical daily operations and most events, staff believes larger hotel events have the 
potential to cause a parking issue.  Condition of Approval No. 33 has been added, 
requiring the Applicant to develop a parking management plan for situations where the 
hotel is hosting a large event (greater than 175 persons) or in any situation where parking 
demand exceeds 75% of the property’s on-site parking.  Under these conditions, the 
parking management plan (incorporating valet service, pre-arranged temporary parking 
overflow areas, and any other acceptable measures) can be implemented to facilitate 
parking at the hotel and mitigate any problems that might occur.   
 
Compatibility with Surrounding Land Uses: 
 
The hotel property is located in close proximity to an adjacent residential neighborhood, so 
outdoor activities at the hotel have the potential to negatively impact nearby residences.  
Of particular concern are potential impacts relating to noise, light, and glare.    
 
The Applicant has indicated that the proposed 8,500 square foot outdoor courtyard would 
occasionally be used for "wedding ceremonies" or "quiet cocktail receptions" (with no loud 
music or dancing and no dance floor use for this area) in addition to day-to-day use as a 
passive outdoor garden, lounge, and sitting area for hotel guests.  All outdoor activities are 
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subject to the City’s noise ordinance, which establishes noise decibel limits during the day 
(55 decibels) and at night (50 decibels) pursuant to Section 5-24.050(A) of the LHMC. 
Although the hotel is a commercial use, the location of an existing residential development 
contiguous to the hotel property requires that the residential noise standards, as identified 
above, be used to determine the appropriate noise level pursuant to Section 5-24.050(B) 
of the LHMC.   
 
Background music played through low-watt outdoor patio or landscape speakers typically 
generates a noise level of approximately 60 decibels, which will diminish to acceptable 
levels over the distance between the proposed outdoor courtyard and neighboring 
residences.  In the absence of any live bands or other loud amplified music (as the 
Applicant has represented), staff expects noise impacts to be immaterial given the 
Applicant’s description of the limited use of the new outdoor courtyard.  For example, 
based on the Applicant’s description of how the outdoor courtyard is intended to operate 
there is no expectation that live bands, parties, or other outdoor entertainment functions 
will occur in the space.  As described above the Applicant intends that the area 
occasionally be used for "wedding ceremonies" or "quiet cocktail receptions" (with no loud 
music or dancing and no dance floor use for this area) in addition to day-to-day use as a 
passive outdoor garden, lounge, and sitting area for hotel guests.  These operating 
parameters for the outdoor courtyard are contained in Condition of Approval No. 31. 
Should the City receive noise complaints from residents in the future, Condition of 
Approval No. 37 requires the applicant to prepare a noise study to address noise impacts 
and implement reasonable noise mitigation measures.  Condition of Approval No. 38 
also allows the Planning Agency (at its option) to review the use to amend, or modify 
conditions to address any impacts associated with the approval.    
 
In regards to lighting, no new permanent light fixtures are proposed for the outdoor 
courtyard, so no new impacts are anticipated from that area.  Two light fixtures will be 
added to the east elevation of the new fitness center and three light fixtures will be added 
to the north elevation of the hotel to light the new pool area.  These light fixtures are 
directed downward and are wholly contained within the pool area, so no impacts are 
expected to occur.  Two light fixtures will be added to the west elevation of the new fitness 
center to light the parking lot and a pedestrian walkway leading to the main entrance of the 
hotel.  These lights will also be directed downward.  All permanent and temporary lighting 
fixtures at the hotel are subject to the City’s lighting standards, which require exterior 
lighting to be shielded or recessed in order to contain glare and reflections within the 
boundaries of the parcel.  Condition of Approval No. 22 has been added to address this 
issue. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
A total of 60 public hearing notices were mailed to surrounding property owners within a 
300’ radius of the subject site.  To date, no comments have been received. 
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CEQA FINDINGS: 
 
Staff has reviewed the proposed project for compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). Upon completion of this review, it has been determined that this 
project is categorically exempt from CEQA, pursuant to Guideline Section 15301 (Class 1, 
Existing Facilities) and Guideline Section 15303 (Class 3, New Construction or Conversion 
of Small Structures).  A Class 1 categorical exemption consists of the licensing, permitting, 
leasing, or minor alteration to an existing structure involving negligible expansion of an 
existing use.  The  hotel already provides a pool and fitness equipment for its guests and 
the proposed project involves negligible expansion of those uses.  A Class 3 categorical 
exemption includes construction of new small structures that are less than 10,000 square 
feet in size.  The proposed fitness center is well under 10,000 square feet, covering an 
area of 800 square feet.  In addition, the proposed 8,500 square foot outdoor courtyard is 
not a new area, but rather a new use of the central atrium area that will be established by 
removing an existing swimming pool, and adding additional landscaping and patio 
furniture.  Even as a new 8,500 square foot use, the project is still below the 10,000 
square foot threshold for using the Class 3 Categorical Exemption.  The deck 
modifications to the existing swimming pool area to construct the outdoor courtyard and 
deck, as well as construct the new pool and spa, are also minor alterations to the property 
where one type of impervious surface is being replaced with another type of impervious 
surface (asphalt to concrete) with no significant change in grade elevation or property 
drainage pattern.  Use of the outdoor courtyard for any events has been conditioned to 
comply with the City’s Noise Ordinance.  As conditioned, the hotel will operate below noise 
thresholds that could trigger environmental review.  Therefore the project is exempt from 
the requirements of CEQA. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
With the recommended conditions of approval, staff believes that this project will provide 
an aesthetic enhancement to the hotel, allow the hotel to provide guests with valuable 
amenities that comply with ADA requirements, and not negatively impact the surrounding 
neighborhood.  Staff has reviewed the Development Code requirements in addition to the 
General Plan’s goals and strategies, and has determined that this Conditional Use 
Permit/Changed Plan, Parking Use Permit, and Site Development Permit is in compliance 
with these regulations.  Therefore, approval of CUP/CP/PUP/SDP No. 01-12-2174, as 
conditioned, is recommended. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution of Approval 
2. Letters of Justification (January 19th, 2012 & April 8, 2013)  
3. Parking study provided by LLG 
4. Plans 
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RESOLUTION NO. PA2013- 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING AGENCY OF THE 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, CHANGED PLAN, PARKING 
USE PERMIT, AND SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT NO. 01-
12-2174, A REQUEST TO ALLOW  FOR THE 
EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING 147-ROOM HOTEL (AND 
ITS ACCESSORY USES INCLUDING RESTAURANT AND 
BANQUET FACILITIES) ALLOWING FOR A NEW POOL 
AND POOL DECK, SPA, FITNESS CENTER AND 
OUTDOOR COURTYARD WITH OUTSIDE DECK, AND 
ALLOW FOR MODIFIED PARKING STANDARDS AT THE 
HILLS HOTEL, 25205 LA PAZ ROAD, IN THE (FC) 
FREEWAY COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT 

  The Planning Agency of the City of Laguna Hills, California, hereby finds, 
determines, declares, and resolves as follows: 

WHEREAS, an application for Conditional Use Permit, Change Plan, 
Parking Use Permit, and Site Development Permit No. 01-12-2174 (the "Project") has 
been received from architect Ken Agharokh of Ken Agharokh and Associates on behalf 
of the property owner, Lee's Laguna Hill Resort, LLC, and its Managing Partner Michael 
Mofid, which owns and operates The Hills Hotel located at 25205 La Paz Road (the 
"Property") in the (FC) Freeway Commercial zoning district, collectively referred to as 
the "Applicant". 

WHEREAS, the Project consists of (a)  entitlement and expansion of an 
existing legal non-conforming nonresidential property originally established under the 
jurisdiction of the County of Orange prior to the City's incorporation; (b) removal of the 
existing 1,300 square foot outdoor swimming pool and deck located in the central atrium 
area; (c) renovation and construction of  a new 8,500 square foot outdoor courtyard for 
use primarily as a sitting area, outdoor lounge, and garden area, including the 
construction of an outside deck; (d) construction of a new 612 square foot pool and spa 
and deck in a portion of the parking lot at the north end of the hotel; and (e) construction 
of a new 800 square foot fitness center; and 

WHEREAS, the use of the new outdoor courtyard as described by the 
Applicant in its (clarifying) Letter of Justification, dated April 8, 2013, to the City of 
Laguna Hills Planning Department contemplates the use of the outdoor courtyard for 
primarily “hotel guests’ garden pleasure”, and an occasional “wedding ceremony or 
quiet cocktail reception in the area with no loud music or dancing” and that "[t]here will 
not be [sic] dance floor use for this location." 

WHEREAS, the Project is hereby found to be exempt from the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act based upon CEQA Guidelines 
Sections 15301 and 15303 (Class 1 and Class 3) which exempts projects consisting of 
minor alterations to an existing structure involving negligible expansion of an existing 
use and construction of new small structures less than 10,000 square feet in size. 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Agency has considered evidence presented by 
the Community Development Department, the Applicant, and other interested parties 
with respect to the subject application at a noticed public hearing held on November 12, 
2013 . 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF 
LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE, AND 
ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1.  The above recitals are true and correct, and are incorporated 
herein. 

SECTION 2.  That the required findings by the City for approval of Conditional 
Use Permit/Change Plan/Parking Use Permit/Site Development Permit No. 01-12-2174 
have been met and made as follows: 

Conditional Use Permit/Change Plan: 

1. That the proposed use is consistent with the General Plan: 

 
The General Plan land use designation for the Property is 
Freeway Commercial, which provides for the development 
and maintenance of medium intensity commercial uses that 
serve the needs of the motoring public, including 
restaurants, discount warehouse outlets, service stations, 
and hotels and motels.  The subject property has been 
operating with a hotel use since its original approval under 
the jurisdiction of the County of Orange prior to the City's 
incorporation and is consistent with the types of land uses 
identified by the General Plan as appropriate for the 
Freeway Commercial zone.  In terms of the Applicant’s 
request for modified parking standards based upon the 
Urban Land Institute’s shared parking methodology, the 
General Plan Mobility Element contains a policy (M-6.1) 
aimed at reducing the amount of land devoted to parking 
through integration of multiple uses and use of creative 
parking solutions that still provide adequate parking for all 
uses.   Therefore, use of the shared parking methodology to 
justify modified parking standards for the hotel and its 
accessory uses is consistent with the General Plan.   
 

2. That the nature, condition, and development of adjacent uses, 
buildings and structures have been considered and the proposed 
conditional use will not adversely affect or be materially detrimental 
to the adjacent uses, buildings, or structures: 

 
The Project site is located adjacent to the I-5 Freeway and is 
bordered to the west by a single-family residential 
development.  The Project site has been the location of a 
hotel use for over 40 years and has not been materially 
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detrimental to adjacent uses, buildings, or structures.  
Conditions of approval have been added to ensure that 
activities at the hotel do not adversely affect adjacent 
properties.  The Applicant has indicated that the proposed 
8,500 square foot outdoor courtyard would occasionally be 
used for "wedding ceremonies" or "quiet cocktail receptions" 
(with no loud music or dancing and no dance floor use for 
this area) in addition to day-to-day use as a passive outdoor 
garden, lounge, and sitting area for hotel guests.  All outdoor 
activities are subject to the City’s noise ordinance, which 
establishes noise decibel limits during the day (55 decibels) 
and at night (50 decibels) pursuant to Section 5-24.050(A) of 
the LHMC. Condition of Approval No. 31 limits the use of the 
hotel’s outdoor courtyard to the parameters described by the 
Applicant in its materials submitted to the City for 
consideration with this Project. In the absence of any live 
bands or other loud amplified music (as the Applicant has 
represented), staff expects noise impacts to be immaterial 
given the Applicant’s description of the limited use of the 
new outdoor courtyard. For example, based on the 
Applicant’s description of how the outdoor courtyard is 
intended to operate there is no expectation that live bands, 
parties, or other outdoor entertainment functions will occur in 
the space. In addition, Condition of Approval No. 32 limits 
the use of the outdoor courtyard to between the hours of 
7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., which will ensure that after-hours 
noise impacts will not occur.  Should the City receive noise 
complaints from residents in the future, Condition of 
Approval No. 37 requires the applicant to prepare a noise 
study to address noise impacts and implement reasonable 
noise mitigation measures. Condition No. 38 also allows the 
Planning Agency (at its option) to review the use to amend, 
or modify conditions to address any impacts associated with 
the approval.  In terms of the Applicant’s request for modified 
parking standards, the Applicant has shown that the hotel 
parking supply can accommodate the hotel’s parking 
demand upon completion of the proposed improvements 
without impacting the parking supply of adjacent properties.  
A condition of approval has been added requiring 
development and implementation of a parking management 
plan in situations where the hotel’s parking supply is nearing 
capacity.  This condition will further ensure that the hotel’s 
activities do not become detrimental to adjacent properties.   
 

 
3. That the proposed site is adequate in size and shape to 

accommodate the use and integrate it with the existing planned 
uses in the vicinity: 
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The proposed site is adequate in size and shape to 
accommodate a hotel use as a hotel has operated at the site 
for over 40 years.  In terms of the Applicant’s request for 
modified parking standards, the Applicant has provided a 
parking study demonstrating that the remaining parking 
supply upon completion of the proposed improvements will 
be sufficient to accommodate the parking demand of the 
hotel and its accessory uses.  

 
4. That all required development standards prescribed by the City's 

Development Code can be achieved: 
 

The hotel was originally approved under the jurisdiction of 
the County of Orange prior to the City's incorporation and is 
considered to be existing legal non-conforming.  The subject 
property meets the City’s required development standards in 
areas such as minimum lot size, maximum lot coverage, and 
building setbacks, but is deficient by 109 parking spaces.  
The proposed improvements will require removal of 13 
parking spaces, increasing the deficiency to 122 parking 
spaces.  Section 9-44.070 of the Code allows for modified 
parking standards to be approved through a joint use parking 
plan and conditional use permit/parking use permit.  The 
Applicant has provided a parking study demonstrating that 
the available parking supply will be sufficient to handle the 
hotel’s parking demand after all improvements have been 
completed.  Also, a condition of approval has been added 
requiring the hotel to develop a parking management plan 
for implementation should an event occur where the hotel’s 
parking demand exceed its supply.  

 
5. That the conditions and limitations placed upon the use are 

necessary to ensure compatibility with adjacent or abutting uses 
and the preservation of the public peace, safety, and welfare: 

 
Due to the hotel’s close proximity to an abutting single-family 
residential development, a number of conditions of approval 
have been added that are necessary to ensure that the hotel 
use does not adversely affect adjacent uses.  For example, 
Condition of Approval No. 15 establishes time limits on 
deliveries, pick-ups and routine exterior maintenance 
activities, Condition 22 requires exterior lights to be shielded 
or recessed to eliminate glare and light reflection onto 
adjoining properties and requires light to be directed 
downward and away from adjacent residential properties, 
Condition 25 requires all entertainment activities related to 
the hotel’s banquet operations to operate indoors, Condition 
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27 requires banquet facility doors to remain closed during 
events to minimize potential adverse noise impacts on 
adjacent properties, Condition 31 states “Use of the outdoor 
courtyard shall be limited primarily to hotel guests' garden 
pleasure and, occasionally, a wedding ceremony or quiet 
cocktail reception in the area with no loud, amplified music 
and no dancing, and there shall not be a dance floor use at 
this location.” Based on the Applicant’s description of how 
the outdoor courtyard is intended to operate there is no 
expectation that live bands, parties, or other outdoor 
entertainment functions will occur in the space. In addition, 
Condition of Approval No. 32 limits the use of the outdoor 
courtyard to between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., 
which will ensure that after-hours noise impacts will not 
occur.  Should the City receive noise complaints from 
residents in the future, Condition of Approval No. 37 requires 
the applicant to prepare a noise study to address noise 
impacts and implement reasonable noise mitigation 
measures. Condition No. 38 also allows the Planning 
Agency (at its option) to review the use to amend, or modify 
conditions to address any impacts associated with the 
approval. In terms of the Applicant’s request for modified 
parking standards, Condition 33 has been added requiring 
the Applicant to develop a parking management plan that 
can be implemented during large banquet events (over 175 
persons) or when the parking demand exceeds 75% of the 
hotel’s parking supply.  This condition is necessary to ensure 
that the hotel can meet its parking demand in an efficient 
manner while not impacting adjacent properties.   
 

Parking Use Permit: 
 

1. That the proposed joint parking use permit is consistent with the 
intent and purpose of the City's Development Code: 

 
The intent and purpose of the Development Code as it 
relates to parking is to ensure that adequate parking is 
provided to serve the proposed uses.  While the Project site 
currently operates at a Code-required parking deficiency and 
the proposed Project will increase that deficiency, the 
Applicant has demonstrated through completion of a parking 
study that adequate parking exists for the hotel and its 
accessory uses (restaurant, office, banquet space, etc.).  
Therefore, this Project meets the Development Code’s intent 
of ensuring that adequate parking is provided. 
 

2. That the joint use parking permit provides a reasonable and 
enforceable means for all uses to share parking facilities: 
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All land uses sharing parking at the subject property are part 
of the existing hotel use, which will be responsible for 
ensuring that adequate parking is provided for its guests. 
 

3. That the requirement for parking established by the joint parking 
use permit shall assure that parking demands for the participating 
uses are continually met: 
 

The parking study commissioned by the Applicant 
demonstrates that the available parking supply is sufficient to 
accommodate the hotel use and all accessory uses even at 
expected peak periods.  A condition of approval has been 
added to ensure that parking demands are continually met 
by requiring the Applicant to prepare a parking management 
plan that can be implemented should a parking shortage 
occur.   
 

Site Development Permit: 
 

1. That the site design complies with standards of the City's 
Development Code: 

 
All required development standards in the Development 
Code for the Freeway Commercial zone have been met 
besides parking.  The hotel was originally developed and 
approved under the jurisdiction of the County of Orange prior 
to the City's incorporation and is deficient by 109 parking 
spaces.  The proposed Project will require removal of 13 
parking spaces, increasing the deficiency to 122 parking 
spaces.  The Applicant has provided a parking study 
demonstrating that the available parking supply will be 
sufficient to handle the hotel’s parking demand after all 
improvements have been completed.  Also, a condition of 
approval has been added requiring the hotel to develop a 
parking management plan for implementation should an 
event occur where the hotel’s parking demand exceed its 
supply.  This parking management plan will include 
measures such as valet parking, the temporary use of pre-
arranged parking overflow areas, or other measures to 
ensure the availability of parking.   
 

2. That the site is suitable for the proposed development: 
 

The Project site is located adjacent to the I-5 Freeway and is 
bordered to the west by a single-family residential 
development. The area of the site to be improved is 
relatively flat, has no unique features, and is located within 
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an area that can be easily maintained. The site maintains 
access from La Paz Road, a major arterial, and has all 
services and utilities available which presently serve the site 
and which will also serve the proposed improvements. The 
Applicant has provided a parking study to indicate that 
sufficient parking is available to serve the site along with 
existing and proposed uses. The property has adequate on-
site circulation to allow the movement of vehicles and 
people. The applicant will be required to upgrade handicap 
access to ensure compliance with the California Building 
Code’s accessibility requirements.  
 

3. That the project is consistent with the General Plan and applicable 
design guidelines: 

 
The General Plan land use designation for the Property is 
Freeway Commercial, which provides for the development 
and maintenance of medium intensity commercial uses that 
serve the needs of the motoring public, including 
restaurants, discount warehouse outlets, service stations, 
and hotels and motels.  The proposed Project will enhance 
an existing hotel use by renovating the hotel’s existing 
outdoor swimming pool located in the central atrium area, 
and by adding amenities such as a new pool, spa, and 
fitness center.  These improvements are consistent with 
General Plan Land Use Element policy LU-7.4, which 
encourages private property owners to revitalize, upgrade, 
and beautify aging and underperforming commercial and 
business areas.  Conditions of approval have been added to 
ensure compatibility of the new hotel amenities with the 
surrounding area, addressing issues such as noise, and light 
and glare.  Goal N-3 in the General Plan Noise Element 
aims to reduce the impact of non-transportation-related 
noise on residential areas and other sensitive land uses.  
With the attached conditions of approval, the proposed 
Project is consistent with the General Plan’s vision for the 
Freeway Commercial zone and applicable goals and 
policies.   
 

4. That the site design and structural components are appropriate for 
the site and function of the proposed uses: 

 
The Applicant’s site design is based upon features of the 
existing hotel in order to ensure compatibility.  For example, 
split-faced concrete block will be used for the fitness center, 
which matches the split-faced concrete block used in the rest 
of the hotel exterior. The new outdoor courtyard will replace 
the existing pool and use of the outdoor courtyard utilizing 
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the existing site features that presently serve the pool and 
surround deck area such as existing points of ingress and 
egress for pedestrian access. Maintaining the proposed 
outdoor courtyard in the same location as the existing pool 
and pool deck ensure the new outdoor courtyard is properly 
integrated into the existing site design of the hotel which is 
located on the western most portion of the site away from 
adjoining residential uses. The new pool and fitness center 
will be located on the north side of the hotel in the parking lot 
and situated so that the pool area will be screened from 
residences by the fitness center building.  All work will be 
constructed according to the most recently adopted version 
of the California Building Code.  Therefore, the site design 
and structural components are appropriate for the site and 
function of the proposed uses.   
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, based upon the above findings, the Planning 
Agency of the City of Laguna Hills does hereby approve Conditional Use Permit/Parking 
Use Permit/Site Development Permit No. 01-12-2174, subject to the following 
Conditions of Approval: 

 

Standard Conditions 

1. The following Conditions of Approval shall be binding on and 
enforceable against, and, whenever used herein, the term 
“Applicant” shall mean and refer to, each of the following: the 
project applicant Ken Agharokh of Ken Agharokh and Associates 
on behalf of the property owner, Lee’s Laguna Hill Resort, LLC, and 
its Managing Partner Michael Mofid, which owns and operates The 
Hills Hotel located at 25205 La Paz Road, the owner(s), and 
tenants(s) of the Property, and each of their respective successors 
and assigns. 

2. Unless the context dictates otherwise, whenever the term "this 
Permit" is used in these Conditions of Approval, it shall collectively 
refer to the Conditional Use Permit, Parking Use Permit, and Site 
Development Permit approved by the City of Laguna Hills Planning 
Agency pursuant to Conditional Use Permit, Parking Use Permit, 
and Site Development Permit No. 01-12-2174. 

3. This Permit constitutes approval of the proposed Project only to the 
extent that it complies with the City's Development Code and any 
other applicable zoning regulations.  Approval does not include any 
action or finding as to compliance of the Project with any other 
applicable ordinance, regulation, or requirement. 

4. Failure to abide by and faithfully comply with any and all Conditions 
of Approval by the Applicant shall constitute grounds for the 
modification or revocation of this Permit. 
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5. To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Applicant shall, at its sole 
cost and expense, protect, defend, indemnify, and hold harmless 
the City, its elected and appointed officers and officials, employees, 
agents, departments, agencies, authorized volunteers, consultants, 
boards, commissions, and committees, and instrumentalities 
thereof ("Indemnitees"), from and against any and all claims, 
liabilities, losses, fines, demands, penalties, lawsuits, writs of 
mandamus, and any other claims or actions or proceedings of any 
kind whatsoever (whether legal, equitable, declaratory, 
administrative or adjudicatory in nature), and alternative dispute 
resolution procedures (including, but not limited to, arbitrations, 
mediations, and other such procedures), judgments, orders and 
decisions (collectively "Claims" and “Actions”), brought against the 
Indemnitees, which seek to attack, challenge, modify, set aside, 
void, or annul any action of or any permit or approval issued by the 
Indemnitees (including actions approved by the voters of the City) 
for, in connection with, or concerning the approval of this Permit.  It 
is expressly understood and agreed that the City shall have the 
right to approve, which approval will not be unreasonably withheld, 
the legal counsel providing the defense of the Indemnitees for the 
Claims and Actions, and that the Applicant shall promptly reimburse 
the City for all costs and expenses directly and necessarily incurred 
by the City in the course of the defense, including reasonable 
attorneys' fees.  The City shall promptly notify the Applicant of any 
Claims and Actions brought against the Indemnitees and shall 
cooperate in the defense of any such Claims and Actions.  If the 
Applicant fails to so defend the Claims and Actions, the City shall 
have the right but not the obligation to do so and, if it does, the 
Applicant shall promptly pay the City's full cost thereof. 

6. Pursuant to Government Code Section 66020, the Applicant is 
informed that the 90-day period in which the Applicant may protest 
the fees, dedications, reservation or other exaction imposed on this 
Permit has begun. 

7. This Permit shall not become effective unless and until the 
Applicant provides written acknowledgment to the Community 
Development Director that it has received a copy of, and accepted 
these Conditions of Approval.  The signed acknowledgment and 
approval must be provided to the City within 14 days of final 
approval of this Permit. 

8. The Applicant is responsible for paying all charges related to the 
processing of this Permit within 30 days of the issuance of the final 
invoice or prior to the issuance of building permits for this Project, 
whichever occurs first.  Failure to pay all charges shall result in 
delays in the issuance of required permits or the revocation of the 
approval of this Permit. 
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9. This Permit is valid for a period of two years from the date of final 
determination.  If the Project approved by this Permit is not 
established within such a period of time, this approval shall be 
terminated and shall be null and void. 

Planning 

10. Prior to the issuance of any permits, the Applicant shall provide a 
revised plan that makes the following revisions: 

Note 1 (Description of Proposed Work) referenced on the cover 
page shall remove references to creating an "entertainment" deck 
or a new "dance floor".  

Sheet C-1.1 shall be revised to remove references to sheet A-1.5.   

11. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the Applicant shall apply for 
and obtain a Certificate of Use and Occupancy that has been 
reviewed and approved by the Community Development Director 
that identifies the extent of uses described by Condition 13. 

12. This Permit shall expire and be of no further force or effect if the 
use is discontinued or abandoned for a cumulative period of 90 
days within a one-year period, unless the time period applicable to 
cessation of uses in the City is changed by Ordinance, in which 
case the period set forth in the Ordinance shall apply. 

13. This permit authorizes the operation of a 147 room hotel, as 
defined by Section 9-04.080 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code 
("LHMC"), with approved accessory uses consisting of 3,915 
square feet of restaurant space, 8,457 square feet of 
meeting/banquet room space, an 800 square foot fitness center, an 
5,700 square foot swimming pool area, and an 8,500 square foot 
outdoor courtyard.  As determined by the Community Development 
Director, any significant physical change, modification, 
intensification, or expansion of the use shall require an amendment 
of this Permit. 

14. Outdoor storage of any goods, materials, merchandise, trash, junk, 
garbage, rubbish, refuse, scrap, building materials, or as otherwise 
described in the LHMC is prohibited.  Building materials for use on 
the same premises may be stored on the property during the time 
that a valid building permit is in effect pursuant to the requirements 
of the LHMC. 

15. Deliveries, pick-ups, and routine exterior maintenance activities are 
limited to the hours between 7:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. on weekends. 

16. Loading and unloading activities shall take place at a designated 
area on the southeast side of the hotel. 
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17. All permanent signs proposed for the hotel shall comply with the 
approved master sign program on-file for the Property. 

18. All temporary signs shall comply with all requirements of the City’s 
sign ordinance, as specified in Section 9-42.200 of the LHMC. 

19. Use of the hotel parking lot shall be limited to the parking of 
vehicles for hotel employees and registered guests and their 
invitees only, or for receiving deliveries.  

20. The property’s parking supply shall be available for use by patrons 
of the hotel and its facilities at all times. Within 24 hours of the 
reduction of any on-site parking, the Applicant shall notify the 
Community Development Director in writing of any circumstance 
where available parking is diminished for more than five (5) 
consecutive days. In the event that the parking supply becomes 
diminished to the extent that it impacts the ability of the hotel to 
accommodate its parking needs, the Applicant shall suspend its 
operation of the banquet facility temporarily, until the property’s 
parking supply is functioning with all available on-site parking as 
approved by this Permit. The Community Development Director 
shall verify that the Property’s parking supply is functioning before 
the Applicant continues the operation of the banquet facilities. 

21. If at any time in the future the Community Development Director 
determines, in his or her sole discretion, that a parking and 
circulation study is necessary to address parking and/or circulation 
insufficiencies, issues, complaints, or problems relative to insuring 
adequate parking and circulation on the subject Property in 
connection with this Permit, the Applicant shall, at its sole cost and 
expense, be responsible for the cost of a parking and circulation 
study prepared by a licensed consultant selected by the City.  The 
Applicant shall, at its sole cost and expense, be responsible for 
implementation of any reasonable mitigation measures deemed 
appropriate by the Community Development Director related to 
such impacts based on the findings of such study. 

22. All exterior light fixtures for the swimming pool, fitness center, and 
outdoor courtyard, both permanent and temporary, shall be 
shielded or recessed so that glare and reflections are fully 
contained within the boundaries of the Property and shall be 
directed downward and away from adjacent residential properties 
pursuant to §9-40.170 of the LHMC. The Applicant shall submit an 
exterior lighting plan to the Community Development Director for 
review and approval prior to the issuance of any permits for 
construction of the outdoor courtyard, swimming pool, or fitness 
facility improvements.  All light fixtures shall be installed as per 
plan. 

23. The Applicant shall comply with all smoking regulations set forth in 
Chapter 5-28 of the LHMC. Staff shall conduct a compliance review 
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of the Property with the Applicant prior to the issuance of any 
building permits and issue a written description of the Property’s 
compliance to the Applicant within 10 days of performing the 
compliance review. The written description shall note any 
deficiencies which the Applicant shall correct within 30 days of the 
issuance of staff’s findings. 

24. The Applicant shall submit a final landscape plan for review and 
approval by the Community Development Director prior to issuance 
of grading or building permits. 

25. All entertainment activities related to the hotel’s banquet facilities 
shall operate indoors.  

26. The banquet facilities shall be limited to a maximum occupancy 
determined by the 2010 California Building Code.  The maximum 
occupancy shall be clearly posted in the hotel’s banquet facilities. 
As determined by the Community Development Director, any 
substantial change, modification, or expansion in the number of 
occupants shall require an amendment of this Permit. 

27. Banquet facility doors shall remain closed during events in the 
facility to minimize any potential adverse noise impacts on adjacent 
properties. 

28. An onsite manager shall be present at all times during each 
banquet event, including site preparation and cleanup times. 

29. Before this Permit becomes effective, the Applicant shall provide a 
contact telephone number for the onsite manager or another 
representative of the Applicant, who must be available by telephone 
during all events, to the City’s Community Development Director.  
The contact number shall be updated within one business day of 
any change.  The onsite manager or other representative must be 
immediately available during all events to respond to any 
complaints received by the City during an event. 

30. Service of alcoholic drinks at banquet events shall stop at least one 
half hour prior to the end of any event that ends past 10:00 p.m. 

31. Use of the outdoor courtyard shall be limited primarily to hotel 
guests' garden pleasure and, occasionally, a wedding ceremony or 
quiet cocktail reception in the area with no loud, amplified music 
and no dancing, and there shall not be a dance floor use at this 
location. 

32. The use of the outdoor courtyard shall be limited to the hours 
between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. daily. 

33. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the Applicant shall submit to 
the Community Development Director for review and approval a 
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parking management plan that outlines procedures to be 
implemented under the following conditions: 

a. Use of the banquet facility for any event where 175 people or 
more are anticipated; or  

b. At any time where parking demand exceeds 75 percent of 
the property’s on-site parking. 

The parking management plan shall include measures such as 
valet parking, the temporary use of pre-arranged parking overflow 
areas, or other measures, to meet the property’s parking demand in 
an efficient manner.   

34. All exterior noise shall comply with the regulations set forth in 
Chapter 5-24 of the LHMC regarding noise control.   

35. The swimming pool, spa, and fitness center shall close no later 
than 10:00 p.m. daily. 

36. All fitness center doors shall be self-closing.  Fitness facility doors 
shall remain closed at all times.  

37. If at any time in the future the Community Development Director 
determines, in his or her sole discretion, that a noise study is 
necessary to address noise issues, complaints, or problems relative 
to mitigating any adverse noise impacts to adjacent residential 
uses, the Applicant shall, at its sole cost and expense, be 
responsible for the cost of a noise study prepared by a licensed 
acoustical engineer selected by the City.  The Applicant shall, at its 
sole cost and expense, be responsible for implementation of any 
reasonable noise mitigation measures deemed appropriate by the 
Community Development Director related to such impacts based on 
the findings of such study. 

38. The Planning Agency may review this Permit one year from the 
date of approval, and may impose additional conditions or may 
amend or modify conditions to address any impacts associated with 
the approval. 

Public Services 

39. The Applicant shall ensure all construction-related Best 
Management Practices are implemented during construction. 

Building and Safety 

40. The Applicant shall be responsible for ensuring applicable building 
permits are obtained as required by section 105 of the 2010 
California Building Code (see also work exempt from permits) prior 
to commencement of any work for which a permit is required. 

41. All documents submitted for the purpose of obtaining a building 
permit shall be accurately labeled and reflect all work, as required 
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by section 107 of the 2010 California Building Code (construction 
documents). 

42. The Applicant shall secure approval from the Planning Department 
prior to issuance of a building permit. 

43. At time of permit issuance, the Applicant shall submit construction 
and demolition waste recycling program paperwork, if applicable, 
as required by City of Laguna Hills Ordinance No. 2003-09 and to 
comply with mandates of the California Integrated Waste 
Management Board (CIWMB). 

44. The Applicant shall comply with all general construction water 
quality ordinances as required by the City of Laguna Hills 
Ordinance No. 2003-12. 

45. The Applicant shall secure approvals from the Orange County 
Health Department in regards to public pools at the time of 
document submittal for the purpose of permit issuance. 

46. The Applicant shall comply with California disabled accessibility 
requirements as required by chapter 11 of the California Building 
Code at the time of document submittal for the purpose of obtaining 
a building permit. 

47. All construction shall comply with the 2010 California Building 
Code, Plumbing Code, Mechanical Code, and Electrical codes in 
regards to mixed occupancies. 

48. Tenant improvement plans submitted after December 31, 2013, 
shall comply with the requirements of the 2013 California Building 
Code. 

Orange County Fire Authority 

49. The Applicant shall submit the following plans to Orange County 
Fire Authority for review and approval prior to issuance of a building 
permit: 1) Fire Master Plan (service code PR145); and 2) 
Architectural (service codes PR200-PR285).   

50. The Applicant shall submit the following plans to Orange County 
Fire Authority for review and approval prior to concealing interior 
construction: 1) Fire Sprinkler System (service codes PR430-455).  
The existing fire sprinkler system in the hotel shall be extended into 
the proposed fitness center.  For additional information or 
clarification, please contact Lynne Pivaroff at (714) 573-6133 or 
lynnepivaroff@ocfa.org.  

 
(The remainder of this page intentionally left blank)  
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 12th day of November, 2013. 
 
 
 
 ________________________________ 
                                                                                  BARBARA D. KOGERMAN, CHAIR  
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________ 
PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 
 

I, Peggy J. Johns, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution 
No. PA2013-XXX by the Planning Agency of the City of Laguna Hills, California, at a 
Regular Meeting thereof held on the 12th day of November, 2013, by the following vote: 

 

AYES:   
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
 
ABSTAIN:   
 

 _____________________________________ 
 PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK   
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August 20, 2012 
 
 
 
Mr. Ken Agharokh, AIA 
Ken Agharokh and Associates 
25471 Wagon Wheel Circle 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653 

LLG Reference:  2.12.3280.1 
 
Subject: Revised 
 Parking Study for The Hills Hotel 
 Laguna Hills, California 
 
Dear Mr. Agharokh: 
 
Linscott, Law & Greenspan, Engineers (LLG) is pleased to present the findings from 
this parking study prepared for the proposed swimming pool and fitness center facility 
expansion of The Hills Hotel in the City of Laguna Hills.  This submittal updates our 
prior study (dated May 21, 2012) to address City comments per their letter dated July 
23, 2012. 
 
The proposed expansion will not result in any increase in the number of guest rooms 
and square footage for meeting room/banquet/restaurant space.  Upon completion of the 
project, the existing parking supply of 319 spaces would be reduced to 306 spaces (i.e., 
removal of 13 spaces). 
 
The study focused on the following: 
 
• Calculates the Code-based parking requirements for The Hills Hotel based on the 

application of City Code parking ratios 
 
• Counts existing parking demand based on actual field study conducted on Thursday 

(3/29/12) and Saturday (3/31/12) 
 

• Estimates parking demand through the application of the Shared Parking concept 
 

• Compares actual parking demand against the estimated shared parking demand to 
identify parking contingencies inherent in the application of the Shared Parking 
concept 

 
• Analyzes parking needs associated with meetings, banquets, and special events held 

at the hotel 
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Briefly, we conclude that the future parking supply of 306 spaces would be adequate 
in serving the shared parking needs of the various components of The Hills Hotel 
under weekday and weekend conditions. 
 
 
CITY CODE PARKING REQUIREMENTS 
 
Parking ratios from the City Code relevant to the project site are as follows: 
 

• Hotel:      1 space/guest room 
• Restaurants (less than 4,000 SF GFA):  1 space/100 SF GFA 
• Public Assembly:    1 space/35 SF GFA 

 
The City Code parking ratios above were applied to the various components of the 
hotel to calculate the City Code parking requirements, as follows:   

 
Description  Guest Rooms or GFA           Ratio  Requirement 
Hotel   147 rooms     1 sp/guest room   147 spaces  
Restaurant   3,915 SF     1 sp/100 SF      39 spaces 
Meeting/Banquet  8,457 SF        1 sp/35 SF    242 spaces 

Total City Code Requirement:   428 spaces 
Less Future Parking Supply: - 306 spaces 
Code-based Parking Deficiency:   122 spaces 

 
The application of City Code parking ratios to the development tabulation yields a total 
Code-based requirement of 428 spaces.  Compared against the future supply of 306 
spaces, the City Code requirement of 428 spaces results in a difference of 122 spaces.  
This Code-based deficiency is not realistic because the City Code parking calculation 
is conservative, and overstates actual parking needs for the hotel, as discussed in the 
following sections of this study. 
 
 
SHARED PARKING ANALYSIS 
 
The Shared Parking methodology was primarily applied to estimate the parking needs 
of The Hills Hotel.  This goes beyond simply calculating the City Code requirement, 
and looks at the operational demand picture within the actual physical setting.  The 
objective of this Shared Parking analysis is to estimate the peak parking requirements 
for the various project components of the hotel based upon their combined parking 
demand patterns. 
 
Parking experience indicates that combining different land uses, whose parking 
demands peak at different times (of the day, week, and year), generally result in a 
parking demand that is significantly lower than “stand-alone” or “free-standing” 
facilities.  In other words, a mixed-use development results in an overall parking need 
that is less than the sum of the individual peak parking requirements for each land use 
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(parking ratios/factors specific to each land use, or city parking code rates are typically 
applied to these “stand-alone” developments). 
 
The analytical procedures in a Shared Parking analysis are well documented in the 
Urban Land Institute’s (ULI’s) Shared Parking (First and Second Editions) 
publication.  The publication defines Shared Parking as “parking space that can be 
used to serve two or more individual land uses without conflict or encroachment.”  
Therefore, Shared Parking calculations recognize that when different uses share a 
common parking footprint, the total number of spaces needed to support the collective 
whole is determined by adding the different parking profiles (by time of day or day of 
week) of each use comprising the mixed-use development.  This is done rather than 
applying individual peak ratios to each land use component. 
 
There is an important common element between the traditional "code" and the Shared 
Parking calculation methodologies.  The peak parking ratio, or “highpoint” for each land 
use’s parking profile, typically equals the "code" parking ratio for that use. 
 
Tables 1 and 2 present the Shared Parking summaries for weekday and weekend 
conditions, respectively.  The total size of each land use category, the City Code 
ratios applied to each column, hourly parking profiles per ULI, and the resultant 
hourly parking demand appear in the individual columns of Tables 1 and 2. 
 
 
Parking Ratios 
 
Tables 1 and 2 apply the City Code parking ratios for all components of the hotel 
(i.e., guest room, restaurant/lounge, and meeting room/banquet space). 
 
For the restaurant/lounge category, it was presumed that 50% of the patrons would be 
guests of the hotel (and therefore counted under the “business hotel” column), and 
that the remaining 50% would be non-guests that would generate additive parking 
demand (as shown under the “restaurant/lounge” column). 
 
For the meeting room/banquet space category, it was presumed that 30% of the 
patrons would be guests of the hotel (again, already accounted for under the “business 
hotel” column), and that the remaining 70% would be non-guests whose parking 
needs would be additive to the overall calculation (as reported under the “meeting 
rooms/banquet” column). 
 
This study approach is based on ULI’s Shared Parking and ITE’s Parking Generation 
publications, which recommend the application of similar guest-versus-non-guest 
percentages related to meeting and conference/banquet-type facilities within a hotel.  
Specifically, ULI recommends a range of 10% to 30% non-guest ratio for restaurants 
(we assumed a more conservative factor of 50%), and 60% non-guest ratio for 
meeting/banquet rooms (again, our study presumes a more conservative factor of 
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70%).  Although the ITE publication does not identify non-guest percentages, it 
provides a qualitative assessment that indicated hotels with supporting facilities (i.e., 
restaurants, meeting/banquet rooms) were in fact used as basis for ITE-recommended 
hotel ratios, the ancillary facilities were more active on weekends compared to 
weekdays, and that it is important to obtain empirical data for the subject site to better 
understand a site’s unique “non-guest” versus “hotel guest” parking needs (the latter 
was conducted as part of this study through the detailed evaluation of special event 
attendance, discussed in the next section). 
  
 
Shared Parking Demand 
 
Weekday Conditions 
As indicated in Table 1, presuming 100% (full) occupancy of the 147 guest rooms 
and 50%/70% non-guest use of the restaurant/banquet space, the calculated maximum 
or peak demand on a weekday for The Hills Hotel is expected to occur at 12:00 
noon/1:00 PM, and could total 224 spaces.  Based on the application of the shared 
parking methodology, this 224-space weekday peak demand corresponds to a surplus 
of 82 spaces when compared against the future 306-space supply.  Parking surpluses 
would be greater during all other hours of a weekday. 
 
The columns shaded in blue on Table 1 present the results of actual field study 
conducted onsite on Thursday, March 29, 2012.  Based on the parking counts, the 
actual peak demand was observed to be 75 spaces at 8:00 AM.  Actual surplus was 
231 spaces, based on a comparison of the 75-space demand against the proposed 306-
space supply.  The calculated demand of 224 spaces is 149 greater than, and is three 
times, the actual demand of 75 spaces, underscoring how conservative the shared 
parking methodology is, and its inherent parking contingency. 
 
The items on the bottom of Table 1 provide additional information related to weekday 
parking conditions.  Dividing the calculated peak demand of 224 spaces by the 
number of rooms reported to be occupied during the survey date of March 29, 2012 
yields a “blended ratio” of 3.39 spaces per occupied room, representing the parking 
needs for hotel guests, restaurant patrons, meeting/banquet attendees, and employees.  
ITE’s Parking Generation manual indicates an 85th percentile parking ratio of 0.75 to 
1.08 spaces per occupied room for hotels on weekdays, considerably lower than the 
calculated blended ratio of 3.39 spaces per occupied room.  The ITE hotel parking 
ratios are more in line with the actual blended ratio of 1.14 spaces, derived by 
dividing the 75-space actual demand by the 66 occupied guest rooms. 
 
Weekend Conditions 
Presuming 100% (full) occupancy of the 147 guest rooms and 50%/70% non-guest 
use of the restaurant/banquet space, Table 2 indicates that the calculated maximum or 
peak demand on a weekend for The Hills Hotel could total 284 spaces at 9:00 PM.  
Based on the application of the shared parking methodology, this 284-space weekend 

 11/12/2013 ITEM NO. 4.5.1



Mr. Ken Agharokh 
August 20, 2012 
Page 5 

N:\3200\2123280 - The Hills Hotel, Laguna Hills\3280-ltr 8-20-12.doc 

peak demand corresponds to a surplus of 22 spaces when compared against the 
proposed 306-space supply.  Parking surpluses would be greater during all other 
hours of a weekend. 
 
Table 2’s columns shaded in blue present the results of actual field study conducted 
onsite on Saturday, March 31, 2012.  Based on the parking counts, the actual peak 
demand was observed to be 183 spaces at 7:00/8:00 PM.  Actual surplus was 123 
spaces, based on a comparison of the 183-space demand against the future 306-space 
supply.  The calculated demand of 284 spaces is 101 spaces (or 55%) greater than the 
actual demand of 183 spaces, showing how conservative the shared parking 
methodology is, and that there are inherent parking contingencies in its application. 
 
The items on the bottom of Table 2 provide noteworthy aspects of weekend parking 
conditions.  Dividing the calculated peak demand of 284 spaces by the number of 
rooms reported to be occupied during the Saturday survey on March 31, 2012 yields a 
“blended ratio” of 2.76 spaces per occupied room, representing the parking needs for 
hotel guests, restaurant patrons, meeting/banquet attendees, and employees.  ITE’s 
Parking Generation manual indicates an 85th percentile parking ratio of 0.72 to 1.54 
spaces per occupied room for hotels on Saturdays, considerably lower than the 
calculated blended ratio of 2.76 spaces per occupied room.  The ITE hotel parking 
ratios are more similar to the actual blended ratio of 1.78 spaces, derived by dividing 
the 183-space actual demand by the 103 guest rooms occupied on the Saturday survey 
date. 
 
There were two banquets held on that Saturday, with 234 persons attending.  The 
number of occupants at the events was determined by the hotel’s event planners 
through close coordination with the celebrants (up to the event date itself) to identify 
an accurate count for banquet meal preparation and seating capacity.  By dividing the 
234-person attendance by the Saturday peak demand observed of 183 spaces (or 
vehicles), an Average Vehicle Occupancy (AVO) of 1.28 persons per vehicle was 
derived.  This AVO was used in the more detailed event analyses presented in the 
following section. 
 
 
Special Event Parking Needs 
 
Based on event details provided by The Hills Hotel for a six-month period 
(September 1, 2011 through February 29, 2012), Tables 3 and 4 were developed to 
evaluate the parking needs of weekday and weekend events held at the hotel, 
respectively. 
 
Weekday Special Events 
Table 3 provides a breakdown of the weekday event details, including the date, 
hourly parking demand (in persons) for each event, the peak number of persons, and 
estimated number of vehicles based on the application of an industry-based AVO of 
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1.2 for weekday events (fairly consistent with the empirically derived AVO of 1.28 
persons per vehicle for Saturday events).  The number of vehicles reported on Table 3 
corresponds to the parking demand generated solely by special events (i.e., excludes 
the parking demand for hotel guests not attending the event). 
 
As Table 3 indicates, the 85th percentile (a solid “design” basis) number of peak 
attendees was 72 persons.  Dividing the 72 persons by the AVO of 1.2 yields 60 
vehicles or spaces.  Adding the 12:00 noon/1:00 PM calculated peak (from Table 1) 
of 94 spaces for hotel guests (at 100% or full occupancy of the 147 guest rooms) and 
20 spaces for the restaurant (at 50% non-guest) to the 85th percentile value of 60 
spaces for special events (from Table 3) results in a total parking demand of 174 
spaces under weekday conditions.  This total demand constitutes a surplus of 132 
spaces when compared against the proposed supply of 306 spaces. 
 
To present a worst-case scenario, and a sound basis for estimating when a Parking 
Management Plan should be implemented on site under weekday conditions, 
sensitivity analyses were performed. 
 
Working backwards from the prior calculation, the 306-space supply would be 
exhausted and fully occupied under the following demand conditions on a weekday: 
 

• 100% occupancy of the 147 guest rooms (94 spaces) 
• Restaurant/lounge area used by 50% non-guest (20 spaces) 
• Weekday special event with an attendance of 230 persons at around the 

12:00/1:00 PM peak (192 spaces) 
 
The above conditions can be adjusted to allow for a 10% parking contingency 
(limiting the allowable demand to 90% of the 306-space supply, or 275 spaces).  The 
resulting conditions under this more conservative scenario on a weekday are as 
follows: 
 

• 100% occupancy of the 147 guest rooms (94 spaces) 
• Restaurant/lounge area used by 50% non-guest (20 spaces) 
• Weekday special event with an attendance of 193 persons at around the 

12:00/1:00 PM peak (161 spaces) 
  
Weekend (Saturday) Special Events 
Table 4 provides a summary of Saturday event details, including the date, hourly 
parking demand (in persons) for each event, the peak number of persons, and 
estimated number of vehicles based on the application of the empirically derived 
AVO of 1.28 persons per vehicle for Saturday events.  It should again be noted that, 
the number of vehicles reported on Table 4 corresponds to the parking demand 
generated solely by special events, and excludes the parking demand for hotel guests 
not attending the event. 
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As Table 4 indicates, the 85th percentile (a solid “design” basis) number of peak 
attendees was 134 persons.  Dividing the 171 persons by the AVO of 1.28 yields 134 
vehicles or spaces.  Adding the 9:00 PM calculated peak (from Table 2) of 102 spaces 
for hotel guests (at 100% or full occupancy of the 147 guest rooms) and 13 spaces for 
the restaurant (at 50% non-guest) to the 85th percentile value of 134 spaces for special 
events (from Table 4) results in a total parking demand of 249 spaces under Saturday 
conditions.  This total demand constitutes a surplus of 57 spaces when compared 
against the future supply of 306 spaces. 
 
To present a worst-case scenario, and a sound basis for estimating when a Parking 
Management Plan should be implemented on site under weekend conditions, 
sensitivity analyses were performed. 
 
Working backwards from the prior calculation, the 306-space supply would be 
exhausted and fully occupied under the following demand conditions on a weekend: 
 

• 100% occupancy of the 147 guest rooms (102 spaces) 
• Restaurant/lounge area used by 50% non-guest (13 spaces) 
• Weekend special event with an attendance of 245 persons at around the 9:00 

PM peak (191 spaces) 
 
The above conditions can be adjusted to allow for a 10% parking contingency 
(limiting the allowable demand to 90% of the 306-space supply, or 275 spaces).  The 
resulting conditions under this more conservative scenario on a weekend are as 
follows: 
 

• 100% occupancy of the 147 guest rooms (102 spaces) 
• Restaurant/lounge area used by 50% non-guest (13 spaces) 
• Weekend special event with an attendance of 205 persons at around the 9:00 

PM peak (160 spaces) 
  
  ●  ●  ●  ●  ● 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to work on this project.  If you have any questions 
regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to call me at (714) 641-1587. 
 
Sincerely, 

Linscott, Law & Greenspan, Engineers 

 
Trissa (de Jesus) Allen, P.E. 
Senior Transportation Engineer 
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Land Use Business Hotel Restaurant /Lounge Meeting Rms 
/Banquet

Size 147 Rms 3.915 KSF 8.457 KSF Total Actual
Pkg Rate[2] 1 /Rm 10 /KSF 28.57 /KSF Spaces = Comparison w/ Parking

Gross 147 Spc. 20 Spc. 169 Spc. 336 Parking Supply Demand Actual
Spaces Shared 306 Spaces per LLG Parking

Number of Number of Number of Parking Surplus Counts Surplus
Time of Day Spaces Spaces Spaces Demand (Deficiency) (Thurs, 3/29/12) Counted

6:00 AM 113 0 0 113 193 -- --
7:00 AM 115 2 0 117 189 65 241
8:00 AM 120 6 51 177 129 75 231
9:00 AM 109 2 101 212 94 62 244
10:00 AM 100 2 101 203 103 61 245
11:00 AM 100 1 101 202 104 64 242
12:00 PM 94 20 110 224 82 68 238
1:00 PM 94 20 110 224 82 66 240
2:00 PM 100 7 110 217 89 -- --
3:00 PM 100 2 110 212 94 -- --
4:00 PM 103 2 110 215 91 47 259
5:00 PM 103 6 110 219 87 45 261
6:00 PM 101 11 85 197 109 50 256
7:00 PM 95 12 42 149 157 52 254
8:00 PM 100 14 0 114 192 64 242
9:00 PM 106 13 0 119 187 -- --
10:00 PM 118 12 0 130 176 -- --
11:00 PM 121 8 0 129 177 -- --
12:00 AM 119 6 0 125 181 -- --

Peak Demand (spaces): 224 75

No. of Rooms Occupied on 3/29/12: 66 66

"Blended" Parking Ratio Derived (spaces per occupied room): 3.39 1.14
N f E A d 3/29/12 0

-----------------
-----------------
-----------------

(50% non-guest) (70% non-guest)

TABLE 1
WEEKDAY SHARED PARKING DEMAND ANALYSIS

Path: N:\3200\2123280 - The Hills Hotel, Laguna Hills\3280 Shared Parking Existing.xls
Tab: Summary Table

Date: 4/27/2012
Time: 3:38 PM

No. of Event Attendees on 3/29/12: -- 0

Average Vehicle Occupancy/AVO (persons per vehicle): -- na

-----------------
-----------------

Path: N:\3200\2123280 - The Hills Hotel, Laguna Hills\3280 Shared Parking Existing.xls
Tab: Summary Table

Date: 4/27/2012
Time: 3:38 PM
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Land Use Business Hotel Restaurant /Lounge Meeting Rms 
/Banquet

Size 147 Rms 3.915 KSF 8.457 KSF Total Actual
Pkg Rate[2] 1 /Rm 10 /KSF 28.57 /KSF Spaces = Comparison w/ Parking

Gross 147 Spc. 20 Spc. 169 Spc. 336 Parking Supply Demand Actual
Spaces Shared 306 Spaces per LLG Parking

Number of Number of Number of Parking Surplus Counts Surplus
Time of Day Spaces Spaces Spaces Demand (Deficiency) (Sat, 3/31/12) Counted

6:00 AM 102 0 0 102 204 -- --
7:00 AM 102 2 0 104 202 -- --
8:00 AM 104 6 51 161 145 -- --
9:00 AM 93 2 101 196 110 -- --

10:00 AM 85 2 101 188 118 -- --
11:00 AM 85 1 101 187 119 -- --
12:00 PM 80 20 110 210 96 -- --
1:00 PM 80 20 110 210 96 -- --
2:00 PM 85 7 110 202 104 -- --
3:00 PM 85 2 110 197 109 -- --
4:00 PM 88 2 110 200 106 88 218
5:00 PM 90 6 169 265 41 172 134
6:00 PM 92 11 169 272 34 177 129
7:00 PM 92 12 169 273 33 183 123
8:00 PM 97 14 169 280 26 183 123
9:00 PM 102 13 169 284 22 180 126
10:00 PM 110 12 144 266 40 166 140
11:00 PM 115 8 144 267 39 148 158
12:00 AM 112 6 110 228 78 127 179

Peak Demand (spaces): 284 183

No. of Rooms Occupied on 3/31/12: 103 103

"Blended" Parking Ratio Derived (spaces per occupied room): 2.76 1.78
N f E A d 3/31/12 234

-----------------

WEEKEND SHARED PARKING DEMAND ANALYSIS

-----------------
-----------------

(50% non-guest) (70% non-guest)

TABLE 2

Path: N:\3200\2123280 - The Hills Hotel, Laguna Hills\3280 Shared Parking Existing.xls
Tab: Summary Table

Date: 4/27/2012
Time: 3:38 PM

No. of Event Attendees on 3/31/12: -- 234
Average Vehicle Occupancy/AVO (persons per vehicle): -- 1.28

-----------------
-----------------

Path: N:\3200\2123280 - The Hills Hotel, Laguna Hills\3280 Shared Parking Existing.xls
Tab: Summary Table

Date: 4/27/2012
Time: 3:38 PM
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7:00 AM 8:00 AM 9:00 AM 10:00 AM 11:00 AM 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 2:00 PM 3:00 PM 4:00 PM 5:00 PM 6:00 PM 7:00 PM 8:00 PM 9:00 PM 10:00 PM 11:00 PM 12:00 AM Peak AVO No. of
Event Date (PEAK) Rank No. of Persons (persons/veh) Vehicles

1 12/1/11 55 155 155 215 215 215 215 170 170 170 170 170 10 0 0 0 0 0
2 12/6/11 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 1/31/12 0 0 200 200 200 200 200 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 12/8/11 70 70 70 130 170 184 184 144 144 144 144 130 70 0 0 0 0 0 95th percentile 184 1.2 153
5 9/22/11 122 122 122 182 182 182 182 182 182 182 122 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
6 1/9/12 135 155 155 155 155 155 155 155 155 155 155 135 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 12/13/11 0 0 0 120 148 148 151 151 137 134 120 120 0 0 0 0 0 0
8 10/24/11 0 60 60 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
9 10/27/11 30 30 30 90 90 90 90 60 60 60 60 89 29 29 29 29 0 0

10 11/3/11 0 12 12 72 72 72 72 72 72 72 72 60 0 0 0 0 0 0 85th percentile 72 1.2 60
11 1/10/12 0 71 71 71 71 71 71 71 71 71 20 20 0 0 0 0 0 0
12 1/18/12 20 20 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 74 54 54 50 50 50 0 0
13 11/30/11 10 10 10 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 70 10 0 0 0 0 0
14 12/15/11 0 0 0 60 60 65 65 65 65 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
15 11/2/11 0 0 4 64 64 64 64 64 64 64 64 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
16 10/25/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 100 40 40 40 0 0 0
17 9/20/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 63 63 63 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
18 9/19/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
19 10/26/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
20 10/31/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
21 11/1/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
22 11/28/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
23 11/29/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
24 12/5/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
25 12/7/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
26 12/12/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0 0
27 11/17/11 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 170 170 120 120 0 0 0
28 9/13/11 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 0 0 0 0 0
29 10/11/11 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 0 0 0 0 0
30 2/28/12 0 0 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 40 40 40 40 30 0 0
31 2/7/12 5 5 5 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 34 34 34 30 30 30 5 5
32 1/19/12 0 0 0 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 27 27 27 27 25 25 0 0 Average 25 1.2 21
33 10/17/11 0 24 24 24 24 24 28 28 28 24 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
34 10/18/11 0 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
35 1/26/12 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 20 20 0 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0
36 1/12/12 0 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 55 35 35 35 0 0 0 0
37 1/11/12 0 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 0 0 0 0 0 0
38 1/16/12 0 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
39 1/17/12 0 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
40 1/25/12 0 0 0 0 7 11 11 11 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
41 9/7/11 0 0 0 10 10 10 0 0 0 0 50 50 50 50 50 50 0 0
42 12/26/11 0 0 10 10 10 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
43 11/8/11 0 0 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
44 2/16/12 0 0 0 0 0 7 7 7 7 7 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
45 2/2/12 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 9 9 9 5 5 5 5 5
46 2/1/12 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 8 8 8 5 5 5 5 5
47 2/6/12 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
48 1/2/12 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
49 12/21/11 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
50 10/5/11 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 0 0 4 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 0
51 12/14/11 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
52 1/5/12 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
53 11/10/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 90 90 0 0 0 0
54 10/20/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 50 50 50 50 50 0 0
55 11/16/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 30 30 0 0 0
56 9/28/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 0 0 0 0 0 0
57 11/23/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 6 6 0 0 0 0 0
58 9/27/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 0
59 10/19/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
60 2/8/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 0
61 2/15/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 4 4 0 0 0 0
62 9/1/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 0 0 0 0 0
63 2/23/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 3 3 3 0 0 0 0
64 12/28/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
65 2/29/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0

TABLE 3
WEEKDAY EVENT ATTENDANCE

 11/12/2013 IT
E

M
 N

O
. 4.5.1



7:00 AM 8:00 AM 9:00 AM 10:00 AM 11:00 AM 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 2:00 PM 3:00 PM 4:00 PM 5:00 PM 6:00 PM 7:00 PM 8:00 PM 9:00 PM 10:00 PM 11:00 PM 12:00 AM Peak AVO No. of
Event Date (PEAK) Rank No. of Persons (persons/veh) Vehicles

1 1/20/12 0 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 270 270 270 284 284 284 284 280 230 230
2 11/5/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 160 248 188 188 188 188 100 100
3 1/29/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 20 20 220 200 200 200 0 0 0 95th percentile 220 1.28 172
4 10/29/11 0 20 20 80 80 80 228 228 228 228 228 208 148 148 148 0 0 0
5 10/1/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 200 200 200 200 200 200 200
6 10/21/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 186 186 171 171 171 171 171
7 11/4/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 186 186 126 126 126 126 126 126
8 10/23/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 185 185 185 185 185 185 185
9 2/4/12 5 5 15 15 15 171 171 171 171 171 171 171 161 161 161 161 161 161 85th percentile 171 1.28 134
10 9/24/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 169 169 169 169 169 169 169 169
11 2/19/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 156 156 156 156 156 156 156
12 9/10/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 146 146 146 146 146 146 146 146
13 11/26/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 145 145 145 145 145 145 145
14 11/6/11 0 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 0 0 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 0
15 12/18/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 20 129 129 109 109 109 109 0 0
16 9/30/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 128 128 128 128 128 128 128
17 11/11/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 128 128 128 98 98 98 98 98 98
18 11/25/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 6 6 0 0 128 128 128 128 128 128 128
19 11/12/11 0 0 0 13 13 13 13 13 0 0 0 121 121 121 121 121 121 121
20 12/3/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 120 60 60 60 60 0 0
21 2/25/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 120 120 120 120 120 120 0 0 0 0 0 0
22 11/13/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 119 119 119 119 119 119 119 119 0
23 10/8/11 0 174 174 174 174 174 174 174 284 284 284 110 110 110 110 110 0 0
24 10/22/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 125 125 125 110 110 110 110 110 0 0
25 10/28/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 110 50 50 50 50 0 0
26 12/17/11 0 0 0 60 60 202 202 202 202 202 202 103 43 43 43 43 43 0
27 2/18/12 0 0 170 170 170 219 219 99 99 99 103 103 103 103 49 49 49 49
28 10/14/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 102 102 102 102 102 102 102 102
29 11/19/11 0 0 120 120 120 187 187 67 67 67 0 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
30 12/9/11 0 14 14 74 74 74 74 60 60 60 60 90 90 90 90 90 90 0
31 10/15/11 0 0 137 137 137 137 0 0 0 0 85 85 85 85 85 85 0 0 Average 85 1.28 66
32 12/24/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 80 80 80 80 80 80 0 0
33 10/16/11 0 40 40 40 40 0 0 0 0 0 79 79 79 0 0 0 0 0
34 10/7/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 70 50 50 50 50 0 0
35 12/16/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 64 64 14 10 10 10 10 0
36 12/2/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 63 63 3 0 0 0 0 0
37 9/23/11 200 200 200 260 260 260 260 260 260 260 262 62 2 0 0 0 0 0
38 12/10/11 0 0 0 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 200 200 200 200 200 200
39 1/13/12 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 0 0 0 0 0
40 10/2/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 55 55 55 55 55 55 0 0 0 0
41 1/1/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 55 55 55 55 55 55 0 0 0 0
42 2/24/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 55 55 55 55 55 0 0
43 2/17/12 0 0 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 54 54 54 0 0 0 0
44 2/10/12 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 0 0 0 0 0
45 9/25/11 0 0 0 0 0 50 50 70 70 70 70 20 0 0 0 0 0 0
46 10/30/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 20 20 20 0 0 0 0 0 0
47 11/20/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 20 20 20 0 0 0 0 0 0
48 2/26/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 26 26 20 20 20 0 0 0 0 0 0
49 9/2/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 15 0 0 0 0 0
50 2/5/12 5 5 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 5 5 5 5 5 5
51 2/3/12 5 5 5 5 5 5 105 105 105 105 105 5 5 5 141 141 141 141
52 9/16/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 178 178 178 178 178 178
53 9/17/11 0 0 120 120 120 120 120 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
54 10/9/11 0 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
55 11/18/11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 100 100 100 100 100
56 11/27/11 0 0 0 56 56 56 56 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
57 12/4/11 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
58 12/23/11 0 0 0 0 0 20 20 20 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
59 1/6/12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 108 108 108 108 108 108
60 1/8/12 0 115 115 115 115 115 115 115 115 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
61 1/14/12 0 0 0 0 0 160 160 160 160 160 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
62 1/22/12 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TABLE 4
WEEKEND EVENT ATTENDANCE
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City of Laguna Hills 
City Council Meeting Agenda 

Staff Report 
 

  

   

 
 

DATE:  NOVEMBER 12, 2013  
 
TO:   MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 
FROM: DAVID CHANTARANGSU, AICP 
 DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
ISSUE: ORDINANCES ADOPTING BY REFERENCE AND AMENDING THE 2013 

EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE, 
CONSISTING OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE, MECHANICAL CODE, 
ELECTRICAL CODE, PLUMBING CODE, RESIDENTIAL CODE, AND GREEN 
BUILDING STANDARDS CODE; ADOPTING BY REFERENCE AND 
AMENDING THE 2013 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE; AND 
ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2012 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE. 

  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING; (2) INTRODUCE FOR FIRST READING, READ BY TITLE ONLY, AND 
WAIVE FURTHER READING OF THE ORDINANCES ENTITLED: "AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 10 OF THE LAGUNA 
HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING CHAPTERS 10-28, 10-32, 10-36, 10-40, 10-
48 AND 10-52 ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING 
STANDARDS CODE (CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24), 
CONSISTING OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE (AS AMENDED), 2013 EDITION, 
BASED ON THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL; THE CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, 2013 
EDITION, BASED ON THE 2012 UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE AS PUBLISHED BY 
THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL OFFICIALS; 
THE CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE, 2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 2011 
NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE NATIONAL FIRE 
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION; THE CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE, 2013 EDITION, 
BASED ON THE 2012 UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL OFFICIALS; THE 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE (AS AMENDED), 2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 
2012 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
CODE COUNCIL; AND THE CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (AS 
AMENDED), 2013 EDITION; AND AMENDING TITLE 10, CHAPTER 10-44 OF THE 
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LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 
INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE (AS AMENDED), 2012 EDITION, 
AS PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL," AND "AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TITLE 5 OF THE 
LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING CHAPTER 5-16 ADOPTING BY 
REFERENCE THE 2013 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE (CALIFORNIA 
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 9) INCLUDING APPENDICES B, BB, C, 
AND CC, BASED ON THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE AS PUBLISHED BY 
THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PRESCRIBING 
REGULATIONS GOVERNING CONDITIONS HAZARDOUS TO LIFE AND PROPERTY 
FROM FIRE OR EXPLOSION;" (3) DIRECT THAT THE ORDINANCES BE PLACED ON 
THE DECEMBER 10, 2013 MEETING AGENDA  FOR A PUBLIC HEARING AND 
SECOND READING; AND (4) DIRECT STAFF TO PREPARE AND PUBLISH THE 
APPROPRIATE HEARING NOTICES.  
 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Every three years the State of California updates its building codes for the purpose of 
promoting safe building construction, energy efficiency, and sustainability. For 2013 the 
code update encompasses the following codes: 
 

• California Fire Code 

• California Building Code 

• California Mechanical Code 

• California Electrical Code 

• California Plumbing Code 

• California Residential Code 

• California Green Building Code 
 
Collectively these codes are generally known as the “Building Standards Code” and are 
contained in the California Code of Regulations, Title 24. In addition, the City can adopt 
other codes which serve specific purposes in the construction of new improvements in the 
City. For this code adoption cycle, staff is recommending the City Council also adopt the 
International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC) due to the added design measures 
for safety and energy that are not part of the standard codes.  
 
The proposed codes represent the minimum requirements for new construction and the 
City has the ability to adopt more restrictive measures based on unique physical 
circumstances that a community may be subject to including climate, topography, and 
geology. Based on these conditions, the Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) has 
recommended several modifications to the California Building Code, California Residential 
Code, and California Fire Code for the City Council’s consideration.  
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For the current update cycle, there are hundreds of technical changes that have been 
made to the various building codes. They address a broad range of topics including life 
safety, fire safety, energy efficiency, and construction techniques. The referenced codes 
are available in the Community Development Department for review as needed. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City is required by state law to adopt the 2013 Building Standards Code which can be 
found in Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations. In addition staff is recommending 
the City Council adopt the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC) which 
works in harmony with the Building Standards Code to enhance swimming pool and spa 
safety. The ISPSC was developed with input from a wide range of industry experts, 
including the Association of Pool & Spa Professionals (APSP). Safety aspects of the 
ISPSC include barrier, decking, lighting, circulation system, pump, accessibility, diving, 
sanitizing equipment, filter, and suction fitting provisions. The ISPSC is the first swimming 
pool and spa code to address aquatic recreation facilities, and the first to include an 
energy standard for residential portable electric spas and for residential in-ground 
swimming pools and spas. Given the enhanced safety and design features, and cross-
collaboration with other codes the City uses, staff is recommending that the City Council 
also adopt the ISPSC. 
 
OCFA AMENDMENTS 
In conjunction with the adoption of the Building Standards Code, OCFA also recommends 
the City Council adopt additional changes to enhance the design of building construction. 
The modifications recommended by OCFA are included in the proposed ordinances. 
Almost all amendments are technical in nature with the exception of an amended definition 
for “Hazardous Fire Area” under the Residential Code amendment. The existing definition 
would be revised to give the City’s Fire Official the authority to require a “Fuel Modification 
Plan” for new construction due to the presence of combustible vegetation. The plan 
essentially establishes landscaping restrictions around new development, such as a 
single-family residence, for the purpose of keeping combustible vegetation away from the 
structure. Only one vacant lot exists where the requirement would be applicable. However, 
the Fuel Modification Requirements could also be imposed if activity equivalent to new 
development was taking place. 
 
The City Council is authorized to adopt the additional, more restrictive, codes proposed by 
OCFA in accordance with the authority granted to the City Council in the California Health 
and Safety Code provided the changes are deemed necessary based on climatic, 
geological, or topographical conditions. The proposed ordinances identify which criteria 
are being used to support the adoption of the more restrictive measures.  
 
ADOPTION PROCESS 
Due to the manner in which state law mandates the adoption of the Building Standards 
Code, the public hearing process is slightly different than if the City was adopting an 
ordinance. While the City’s process for adopting an ordinance typically consists of 
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conducting the public hearing, the first reading of the ordinance, and then conducting a 
second reading two weeks from the first reading of the proposed ordinance, the Building 
Standards Code adoption process is somewhat reversed where the public hearing is 
conducted at the second reading. However, because notice of a public hearing was 
advertised for the November 12, 2013 City Council meeting, staff recommends that a 
public hearing be conducted with the first reading in addition to conducting a public 
hearing with the second reading of the proposed ordinances at the December 10, 2013 
City Council Meeting.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
 
None 
 
CEQA FINDINGS: 
 
The conduct of the first reading of the ordinances is not a project under CEQA. A CEQA 
determination will be made by the City Council at the December 10, 2013 meeting. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

• Attachment 1 – Building Standards Code Ordinance 

• Attachment 2 – California Fire Code Ordinance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 11/12/2013 ITEM NO. 5.1



  

Attachment #1

BUILDING STANDARDS CODE ORDINANCE

Attachment #1 

 

BUILDING STANDARDS CODE ORDINANCEBUILDING STANDARDS CODE ORDINANCE 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2013- 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 

AMENDING TITLE 10 OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY 

AMENDING CHAPTERS 10-28, 10-32, 10-36, 10-40, 10-48 AND 10-52 

ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING 

STANDARDS CODE (CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 

24), CONSISTING OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE (AS 

AMENDED), 2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL 

BUILDING CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE 

COUNCIL; THE CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, 2013 EDITION, 

BASED ON THE 2012 UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE AS PUBLISHED 

BY THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING AND 

MECHANICAL OFFICIALS; THE CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE, 2013 

EDITION, BASED ON THE 2011 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE AS 

PUBLISHED BY THE NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION; 

THE CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE, 2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 

2012 UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL 

OFFICIALS; THE CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE (AS AMENDED), 

2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL 

CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL; AND 

THE CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (AS 

AMENDED), 2013 EDITION; AND AMENDING TITLE 10, CHAPTER 10-44 

OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADOPTING BY 

REFERENCE THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND SPA 

CODE (AS AMENDED), 2012 EDITION, AS PUBLISHED BY THE 

INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code Section 50022.1 et seq., 

the City of Laguna Hills (“City”) may adopt by reference the California Building 

Standards Code, 2013 Edition, as provided in Title 24 of the California Code of 

Regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the California Building Standards Commission (“Commission”) 

recently adopted new amendments to the California Building Standards Code; and 

WHEREAS, California Health & Safety Code Section 17958.5 et seq., and 

18941.5 authorizes cities to modify the California Building Standards Code by adopting 

 11/12/2013 ITEM NO. 5.1



Ordinace No.  

2 

 

more restrictive standards  and modifications if such standards and modifications are 

accompanied by express findings that they are reasonably necessary because of local 

climatic, geological or topographical conditions; and 

WHEREAS, based upon the recommendations of the Building Official, the City 

Council finds the proposed amendments to the 2013 California Building Standards 

Code (“amendments”) set forth in this ordinance, which are more restrictive than the 

standards adopted by the California Building Standards Commission, would decrease 

the potential incidence of property damage, injury, and death due to fires and 

earthquakes, and are reasonable and necessary to mitigate local climatic, geological or 

topographical conditions; and 

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2013, the City introduced this Ordinance for first 

reading at a regular meeting of the City Council, and set a public hearing and second 

reading of the Ordinance for December 10, 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the City held a public hearing on December 10, 2013, at which time 

all interested persons had the opportunity to appear and be heard on the matter of 

adopting the 2013 California Building Standards Code as amended herein, as well as, the 

adoption of the 2012 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code; and  

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code Section 6066, the City 
published notice of the aforementioned public hearing; and 
 

WHEREAS, any and all other legal prerequisites relating to the adoption of this 
Ordinance have occurred; 

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DOES 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. Findings.  The City Council hereby finds that the amendments to the 2013 

California Building Code and 2013 California Residential Code are reasonably 

necessary because of local climatic, geological or topographic conditions, and adopts 

the findings provided below to support the modifications to the 2013 California Building 

Code and 2013 California Residential Code.  

 

1. Climatic Conditions 

 

A. The jurisdiction of Laguna Hills is located in a semi-arid Mediterranean 

type climate.  It annually experiences extended periods of high temperatures with little 

or no precipitation.  Hot, dry (Santa Ana) winds, which may reach speeds of 70 M.P.H. 

or greater, are also common to the area.  These climatic conditions cause extreme 

drying of vegetation and common building materials.  Frequent periods of drought and 
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low humidity add to the fire danger.  This predisposes the area to large destructive fires 

(conflagration).  In addition to directly damaging or destroying buildings, these fires are 

also prone to disrupt utility services throughout the County.  Obstacles generated by a 

strong wind, such as fallen trees, street lights and utility poles, and the requirement to 

climb 75 feet vertically up flights of stairs will greatly impact the response time to reach 

an incident scene.  Additionally, there is a significant increase in the amount of wind 

force at 60 feet above the ground.  Use of aerial type fire fighting apparatus above this 

height would place rescue personnel at increased risk of injury. 

 

B. The climate alternates between extended periods of drought and brief 

flooding conditions.  Flood conditions may affect the Orange County Fire Authority’s 

ability to respond to a fire or emergency condition.  Floods also disrupt utility services to 

buildings and facilities within the County. 

 

C. Water demand in this densely populated area far exceeds the quantity 

supplied by natural precipitation; and although the population continues to grow, the 

already-taxed water supply does not.  California is projected to increase in population by 

nearly 10 million over the next quarter of a century with 50 percent of that growth 

centered in Southern California.  Due to storage capacities and consumption, and a 

limited amount of rainfall future water allocation is not fully dependable.  This 

necessitates the need for additional and on-site fire protection features.  It would also 

leave tall buildings vulnerable to uncontrolled fires due to a lack of available water and 

an inability to pump sufficient quantities of available water to floors in a fire. 

 

D. These dry climatic conditions and winds contribute to the rapid spread of 

even small fires originating in high-density housing or vegetation.  These fires spread 

very quickly and create a need for increased levels of fire protection.  The added 

protection of fire sprinkler systems and other fire protection features will supplement 

normal fire department response by providing immediate protection for the building 

occupants and by containing and controlling the fire spread to the area of origin.  Fire 

sprinkler systems will also reduce the use of water for firefighting by as much as 50 to 

75 percent. 

 

2. Topographical conditions 

 

A. Natural; slopes of 15 percent or greater generally occur throughout the 

foothills of Orange County.  The elevation change cause by the hills creates the 

geological foundation on which communities with Orange County is built and will 

continue to build.  With much of the populated flatlands already built upon, future growth 

will occur steeper slopes and greater constraints in terrain. 
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B. Traffic and circulation congestion is an artificially created, obstructive 

topographical condition, which is common throughout Orange County.  

 

C. These topographical conditions combine to create a situation, which 

places fire department response time to fire occurrences at risk, and makes it necessary 

to provide automatic on-site fire-extinguishing systems and other protection measures 

to protect occupants and property. 

 

3. Geological Conditions 

 

The Orange County region is a densely populated area that has buildings 

constructed over and near a vast and complex network of faults that are believed to be 

capable of producing future earthquakes similar or greater in size that the 1994 

Northridge and the 1971 Sylmar earthquakes.  Earthquake faults run along the 

northeast and southwest boundaries of Orange County.  The Newport-Inglewood Fault, 

located within Orange County was the source of the destructive 1933 Long Beach 

earthquake (6.3 magnitude) which took 120 lives and damaged buildings in an area 

from Laguna Beach to Marina Del Rey to Whittier.  In December 1989, another 

earthquake occurred in the jurisdiction of Irvine at an unknown fault line.  Regional 

planning for reoccurrence of earthquakes is recommended by the state of California, 

Department of Conservation. 

 

A. Previous earthquakes have been accompanied by disruption of traffic flow 

and fires.  A severe seismic event has the potential to negatively impact any rescue or 

fire suppression activities because it is likely to create obstacles similar to those 

indicated under the high wind section above.  With the probability of strong aftershocks 

there exists a need to provide increased protection for anyone on upper floors of 

buildings.  The October 17, 1989, Santa Cruz earthquake resulted in one major fire in 

the Marina District (San Francisco).  When combined with the 34 other fires locally and 

over 500 responses, the department was taxed to its fullest capabilities.  The Marina fire 

was difficult to contain because mains supplying water to the district burst during the 

earthquake.  This situation creates the need for both additional fire protection and 

automatic on-site fire protection for building occupants.  State Department of 

Conservation noted in their  1988 report (Planning Scenario on a Major Earthquake on 

the Newport-Inglewood Fault Zone, page 59), “unfortunately, barely meeting the 

minimum earthquake standards of building codes places a building on the verge of 

being legally unsafe.” 
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B. Road circulation features located throughout the County also make 

amendments reasonably necessary.  Located through the County are major roadways, 

highways and flood control channels that create barriers and slow response times.  

Hills, slopes, street and storm drain design accompanies with occasional heavy rainfall, 

causes roadway flooding and landslides and at times may make an emergency access 

route impassable.  There are areas in Orange County that naturally have extended 

emergency response times that exceed the 5 minute goal. 

 

C. Soils throughout the County possess corrosive properties that reduce the 

expected usable life of water services when metallic pipes in contact with soils are 

utilized.  

 

D. Portions of the County contain active or former oil production fields.  

These areas contain a variety of naturally occurring gasses, liquids and vapors.  These 

compounds present toxicity or flammability hazards to building occupants.  Evaluation of 

these hazards and the risks they pose to development is necessary implement 

appropriate mitigation.  

 

Due to the topographical conditions of sprawling development separated by 

waterways and narrow and congested streets and the expected infrastructure damage 

inherent in seismic zone described above, it is prudent to rely on automatic fire sprinkler 

systems to mitigate extended fire department response time and keep fires manageable 

with reduced fire flow (water) requirements for a given structures.  Additional fire 

protection is also justified to match the current resources of firefighting equipment and 

personnel within the Orange County Fire Authority. 

 

Additional amendments have been made to the California codes and other 

supplementary codes. Such amendments are hereby found to be either administrative 

or procedural in nature or concern themselves with subjects not covered in such codes. 

The changes made include provisions making each of said codes compatible with other 

codes enforced by the City. 

 

The findings above are applicable to those amendments proposed to the 2013 

Building Standards Code related to the amendments pertaining to the 2013 California 

Building Code as follows: 

 

CODE 
SECTION 

TITLE (Clarification) FINDINGS 
I,II,III 

202 General definitions (High-rise, EHLF) Admin 

403.1 High-rise buildings Applicability II & III-A 
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412.7.6 thru 
412.7.6.13 

Emergency Helicopter Landing Facility II & III-A 

710A.3.2 Detached accessory structures I & II 

710A.4 Accessory structure material I & II 

903.2 Where required (Sprinklers) II & III-B 

903.2.8  Group R (Sprinklers) II-B & III-B 

903.3.5.3 Hydraulically calculated systems I & II  

903.4 Sprinkler system supervision and alarms (of valves) III-A 

905.4 Location of Class I standpipe hose connections III-A 

907.2.13 High-rise buildings (Alarm Systems) I, II-C & III-A 

907.3.1 Duct smoke detectors II & III-A 

907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication system II &III-A 

907.6.3.2 High-rise buildings II & III-A 

907.6.5 Monitoring Admin 

Chapter 35 Referenced Standards    

      2013 NFPA 13 (Sprinkler Systems) Admin,  II & 
III  

      2013 NFPA 13-R (Multi-Family Sprinkler Systems) II & III 

      2013 NFPA 13-D (Single Family Sprinkler Systems) II & III 

      2013 NFPA 14 (Standpipe Systems) II & III 

      2013 NFPA 24 (Underground Water Supply 
Systems) 

II & III 

 

and; 

 

The findings above are applicable to those amendments proposed to the 2013 

Residential Code as follows: 

 

CODE 
SECTION 

TITLE (Clarification) FINDINGS 
I,II,III 

R202 Hazardous Fire Area Admin 

R301.9 Development on or near land containing or emitting 
toxic, combustible or flammable liquids, gases or vapors 

III 

R301.10 Fuel modification requirements for new construction I & II 

R309.6 Fire sprinkler attached garages, carports with habitable 
space above 

III 

R313.1 Townhouse automatic fire sprinkler systems III 

R313.2 One- and two-family dwellings automatic fire sprinkler 
system 

III 

R313.3.6.2.2 Calculation procedures III 

R319.1 Address numbers II 

R327.1.6 Fuel modification requirements for new construction I & II 

R1001.13 Chimney spark arrestors I & II 
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Chapter 44 Referenced Standards    

      2013 NFPA 13 (Sprinkler Systems) Admin,  II & 
III  

      2013 NFPA 13-R (Multi-Family Sprinkler Systems) II & III 

      2013 NFPA 13-D (Single Family Sprinkler Systems) II & III 

 

and; 

 

The findings above are applicable to those amendments proposed to the 2013 

Green Building Standards Code as follows: 

 

CODE 
SECTION 

TITLE (Clarification) FINDINGS 
I,II,III 

202 Definitions Admin 

4.304.1 Irrigation controllers I-C 

 

SECTION 2.  Title 10, Chapter 10.28 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code is hereby 

amended and restated in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 10-28 California Building Code 

 

10-28-010 Adoption of the California Building Code. 

 

The California Building Code, 2013 Edition, based on the 2012 Edition of the 

International Building Code as published by the International Code Council, together 

with the amendments provided in this chapter, is hereby adopted and incorporated by 

reference, as if set forth at length herein, as the Building Code of the City of Laguna 

Hills, regulating the erection, construction, enlargement, alteration, repair, moving, 

removal, demolition, conversion, occupancy, equipment, use, height, area and 

maintenance of all buildings and/or structures in the City. Not less than one copy of said 

code has been filed in the office of the City Clerk and shall be made available for public 

inspection. 

 

10-28.030 Amendments to the California Building Code. 

 

Section 202 Definitions is hereby amended  by adding “Approach-Departure 

Path,” “Emergency Helicopter Landing Facility (EHLF),” “Safety Area,” and “Takeoff and 

Landing Area” and revising the definition of “High-Rise Structure” as follows: 

 

APPROACH-DEPARTURE PATH.  The flight path of the helicopter as it 

approaches or departs from the landing pad. 
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EMERGENCY HELICOPTER LANDING FACILITY (EHLF). A landing area on 

the roof of a building that is not intended to function as a heliport or helistop but is 

capable of accommodating fire or medical helicopters engaged in emergency 

operations.  

 

High-Rise Structure. Every building of any type of construction or occupancy 

having floors used for human occupancy located more than 55 above the lowest 

floor level having building access (see Section 403), except buildings used as 

hospitals as defined in the Health and Safety Code Section 1250.   

 

SAFETY AREA. A defined area surrounding the landing pad which is free of 

obstructions. 

 

TAKEOFF AND LANDING AREA. The combination of the landing pad centered 

within the surrounding safety area.  

 

Section 403 HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS AND GROUP I-2 OCCUPANCIES 

HAVING OCCUPIED FLOORS LOCATED MORE THAN 75 FEET ABOVE THE 

LOWEST LEVEL OF FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE ACCESS is hereby revised as 

follows: 

 

Section 403 HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS AND GROUP I-2 OCCUPANCIES 

HAVING OCCUPIED FLOORS LOCATED MORE THAN 55 FEET ABOVE THE 

LOWEST LEVEL OF FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE ACCESS 

 

Section 403.1 Applicability is hereby revised as follows: 

 

403.1 Applicability. New high-rise buildings and Group I-2 having occupied 

floors located more than 55 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 

access and new Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more 

than 55 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall 

comply with Sections 403.2 through 403.6. 

 

Section 412.7 Heliports and helistops is hereby amended by adding Sections 412.7.6 

through 412.7.6.13 as follows:  

 

412.7.6. Emergency Helicopter Landing Facility. Emergency Helicopter 

Landing Facility (EHLF) shall be constructed as specified in Section 412.7.6.1 

through 412.7.6.13. 
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412.7.6.1 General.  Every building of any type of construction or occupancy 

having floors used for human occupancy located more than 75 ft above the 

lowest level of the fire department vehicle access shall have a rooftop emergency 

helicopter landing facility (EHLF) in a location approved by the fire code official 

for use by fire, police, and emergency medical helicopters only. 

 

412.7.6.2  Rooftop Landing Pad. The landing pad shall be 50 ft. x 50 ft. or a 50 

ft. diameter circle that is pitched or sloped to provide drainage away from access 

points and passenger holding areas at a slope of 0.5 percent to 2 percent. The 

landing pad surface shall be constructed of approved non-combustible, 

nonporous materials. It shall be capable of supporting a helicopter with a 

maximum gross weight of 15,000 lbs. For structural design requirements, see 

California Building Code.  

  

412.7.6.3  Approach-Departure Path. The emergency helicopter landing facility 

shall have two approach-departure paths separated in plan from each other by at 

least 90 degrees. No objects shall penetrate above the approach-departure 

paths.  The approach-departure path begins at the edge of the landing pad, with 

the same width or diameter as the landing pad and is a rising slope extending 

outward and upward at a ratio of eight feet horizontal distance for every one foot 

of vertical height. 

 

412.7.6.4  Safety Area. The safety area is a horizontal plane level with the 

landing pad surface and shall extend 25 ft in all directions from the edge of the 

landing pad. No objects shall penetrate above the plane of the safety area. 

 

412.7.6.5  Safety Net.  If the rooftop landing pad is elevated more than 30 in. (2'-

6") above the adjoining surfaces, a 6 ft in wide horizontal safety net capable of 

supporting 25 lbs/psf shall be provided around the perimeter of the landing pad. 

The inner edge of the safety net attached to the landing pad shall be slightly 

dropped (greater than 5 in. but less than 18 in.) below the pad elevation. The 

safety net shall slope upward but the outer safety net edge shall not be above the 

elevation of the landing pad.  

 

412.7.6.6  Take-off and Landing Area. The takeoff and landing area shall be 

free of obstructions and 100 ft x 100 ft. or 100 ft. diameter. 

 

412.7.6.7  Wind Indicating Device. An approved wind indicating device shall be 

provided but shall not extend into the safety area or the approach-departure 
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paths. 

 

412.7.6.8  Special Markings. The emergency helicopter landing facility shall be 

marked as indicated in Figure 412.7.6.8. 

 

412.7.6.9  EHLF Exits. Two stairway exits shall be provided from the landing 

platform area to the roof surface.  For landing areas less than 2,501 square feet in 

area, the second exit may be a fire escape or ladder leading to the roof surface 

below. The stairway from the landing facility platform to the floor below shall 

comply with Section 1009.7.2 for riser height and tread depth. Handrails shall be 

provided, but shall not extend above the platform surface.  

  

412.7.6.10  Standpipe systems. The standpipe system shall be extended to the 

roof level on which the EHLF is located. All portions of the EHLF area shall be 

within 150 feet of a 2.5-inch outlet on a Class I or III standpipe. 

 

412.7.6.11  Fire extinguishers. A minimum of one portable fire extinguisher 

having a minimum 80-B:C rating shall be provided and located near the stairways 

or ramp to the landing pad.  The fire extinguisher cabinets shall not penetrate the 

approach-departure paths, or the safety area. Installation, inspection, and 

maintenance of extinguishers shall be in accordance with California Fire Code 

Section 906. 

 

412.7.6.13 EHLF.  Fueling, maintenance, repairs, or storage of helicopters shall 

not be permitted.   
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Section 710A.3.2 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

710A.3.2 Detached accessory structures within 50 feet of an applicable building 
shall comply with the requirements of this section. 

 

Section 710A.4 Requirements is hereby revised as follows: 

 
710A.4 Requirements. Accessory structures shall be constructed of non-
combustible or ignition-resistant materials. 

 

Section 903.2 Where required is hereby revised as follows: 

 

903.2 Where required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in buildings and 

structures shall be provided when one of the following conditions exists: 
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1. New buildings: Notwithstanding any applicable provisions of Sections 

903.2.1 through 903.2.12, an automatic fire-extinguishing system shall 

also be installed in all occupancies when the total building area exceeds 

5,000 square feet (465 m2) as defined in the CBC, regardless of fire areas 

or allowable area, or more than two stories in height. 

 

2. Existing buildings: Notwithstanding any applicable provisions of this 

code, an automatic sprinkler system shall be provided in an existing 

building when an addition occurs and when one of the following conditions 

exists:  

 

a. When an addition is 33% or more of the existing building area, and the 

resulting building area exceeds 5000 square feet (465 m2) as defined 

in Section 202; or 

b. When an addition exceeds 2000 square feet (186 m2) and the resulting 

building area exceeds 5000 square feet (465 m2) as defined in Section 

202. 

c. An additional story is added above the second floor regardless of fire 

areas or allowable area. 

 

Exception: Group R-3 occupancies. Group R-3 occupancies shall comply 

with Section 903.2.8.  

 
Section 903.2.8 Group R is hereby revised as follows: 

 

903.2.8 Group R.  An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with 

Section 902.1 shall be provided throughout all buildings with a Group R fire area 

as follows: 

 

1. New buildings:   An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout all new buildings. 
 

2. Existing R-3 buildings:  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 

throughout when one of the following conditions exists:  

a. When an addition is 33% or more of the existing building area as 

defined in Section 202, and greater than 1000 square feet (93 m2) 

within a two year period; or 

b. An addition when the existing building is already provided with 

automatic sprinklers; or. 

c. When an existing Group R Occupancy is being substantially 

renovated, and where the scope of the renovation is such that the 
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Building Code Official determines that the complexity of installing a 

sprinkler system would be similar as in a new building. 

 

Section 903.3.5.3 Hydraulically calculated systems is hereby added as follows: 

903.3.5.3 Hydraulically calculated systems.  The design of hydraulically 

calculated fire sprinkler systems shall not exceed 90% of the water supply 

capacity. 

Exception: When static pressure exceeds 100 psi, and required by the Fire 

Code Official, the fire sprinkler system shall not exceed water supply capacity 

specified by Table 903.3.5.3  

 

 
 

Section 903.4 Sprinkler system supervision and alarms is hereby revised by 

deleting item 3 and 5 and renumbering the Exceptions as follows: 

 

1. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting one- and two-family dwellings.   

2. Limited area systems serving fewer than 20 sprinklers. 

3. Jockey pump control valves that are sealed or locked in the open 

position. 

4. Valves controlling the fuel supply to fire pump engines that are sealed or 

locked in the open position. 

5. Trim valves to pressure switches in dry, preaction and deluge sprinkler 

systems that are sealed or locked in the open position. 

 

 

90 
100       110       120        130        140         150   PSI 

85 

80 

75 

Design % 

TABLE 903.3.5.3 

Hydraulically Calculated Systems 
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Section 905.4 Location of Class I standpipe hose connections is hereby amended 

by adding item 7 as follows: 

 

7. The centerline of the 2.5 inch (63.5 mm) outlet shall be no less than 18 
inches (457.2 mm) and no more than 24 inches above the finished floor. 
 

Section 907.2.13 High-rise buildings is hereby revised as follows: 

 

907.2.13 High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having floors 

located more than 55 feet above the lowest level fire department vehicle 

access. High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors 

located more than 55 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 

access shall be provided with an automatic smoke detection in accordance with 

Section 907.2.13.1, a fire department communication system in accordance with 

Section 907.2.13.2 and an emergency voice/alarm communication system in 

accordance with Section 907.5.2.2. 

 

Exceptions: 

 

1. Airport traffic control towers in accordance with Section 907.2.22 and 
Section 412 of the California Building Code. 

2. Open parking garages in accordance with Section 406.5 of the California 
Building Code. 

3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 
303.1 of the California Building Code. 

4. Low-hazard special occupancies in accordance with Section 503.1.1 of 
the California Building Code. 

5. In Group I-2 and R-2.1 occupancies, the alarm shall sound at a constantly 
attended location and general occupant notification shall be broadcast by 
the emergency voice/alarm communication system 

 

Section 907.3.1 Duct smoke detectors is hereby amended as follows: 

 

907.3.1 Duct smoke detectors. Smoke detectors installed in ducts shall be 

listed for the air velocity, temperature and humidity present in the duct. Duct 

smoke detectors shall be connected to the building’s fire alarm control unit when 

a fire alarm system is installed. Activation of a duct smoke detector shall initiate a 

visible and audible supervisory signal at a constantly attended location and shall 

perform the intended fire safety function in accordance with this code and the 

California Mechanical Code. Duct smoke detectors shall not be used as a 

substitute for required open area detection. 
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Exception: In occupancies not required to be equipped with a fire alarm system, 

actuation of a smoke detector shall activate a visible and an audible signal in an 

approved location. Smoke detector trouble conditions shall activate a visible or 

audible signal in an approved location and shall be identified as air duct detector 

trouble.  

 

Section 907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication system is hereby revised 

as follows.   

 

907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication system. Emergency 

voice/alarm communication system required by this code shall be designed and 

installed in accordance with NFPA 72.  The operation of any automatic fire 

detector, sprinkler water flow device or manual fire alarm box shall automatically 

sound an alert tone followed by voice instructions giving approved information 

and directions for a general or staged evacuation in accordance with the 

building’s fire safety and evacuation plans required by Section 404. In high-rise 

buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more than 

55 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, the system shall 

operate on a minimum of the alarming floor, the floor above and the floor below. 

Speakers shall be provided throughout the building by paging zones. At a 

minimum, paging zones shall be provided as follows: 

 

1. Elevator groups. 
2. Exit stairways. 
3. Each floor. 
4. Areas of refuge as defined in Section 1002.1. 
5. Dwelling Units in apartment houses. 
6. Hotel guest rooms or suites. 

 

Exception: In Group I-2 and R-2.1 occupancies, the alarm shall sound in a 

constantly attended area and a general occupant notification shall be broadcast 

over the overhead page. 

 

/// 

 

/// 

Section 907.6.3.2 High-rise buildings is hereby revised as follows.   

 

907.6.3.2 High-rise buildings.  High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies 

having occupied floors located more than 55 feet above the lowest level of fire 
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department vehicle access, a separate zone by floor shall be provided for all of 

the following types of alarm-initiating devices where provided: 

 

1. Smoke detectors. 
2. Sprinkler water-flow devices. 
3. Manual fire alarm boxes 
4. Other approved types of automatic detection devices or suppression 

systems. 
 

Section 907.6.5 Monitoring is hereby revised as follows 

 

907.6.5 Monitoring.  Fire alarm systems required by this chapter or by the 

California Building Code shall be monitored by an approved supervising station in 

accordance with NFPA 72, this section, and per Orange County Fire Authority 

Guideline “New and Existing Fire Alarm & Signaling Systems. 

 

Chapter 44 Referenced Standards is hereby revised as follows: 

 

NFPA 13, 2013 Edition, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems is 

hereby amended as follows: 

 

Section 6.8.3 is hereby revised as follows:  

 

6.8.3 Fire department connections (FDC) shall be of an approved type. The 

FDC shall contain a minimum of two 2 ½” inlets.  The location shall be 

approved and be no more than 150 feet from a public hydrant.  The FDC may 

be located within 150 feet of a private fire hydrant when approved by the fire 

code official.  The size of piping and the number of inlets shall be approved by 

the fire code official.  If acceptable to the water authority, it may be installed on 

the backflow assembly.  Fire department inlet connections shall be painted 

OSHA safety red. When the fire sprinkler density design requires 500 gpm 

(including inside hose stream demand) or greater, or a standpipe system is 

included, four 2 ½” inlets shall be provided.  

 

/// 

/// 

/// 

Section 8.3.3.1 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

8.3.3.1. When fire sprinkler systems are installed in shell buildings of 

undetermined use (Spec Buildings) other than warehouses (S occupancies), 
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fire sprinklers of the quick-response type shall be used. Use is considered 

undetermined if a specific tenant/occupant is not identified at the time the fire 

sprinkler plan is submitted.  Sprinklers in light hazard occupancies shall be one 

of the following: 

 

1. Quick-response type as defined in 3.6.4.7 

2. Residential sprinklers in accordance with the requirements of 8.4.5 

3. Standard-response sprinklers used for modifications or additions to 

existing light hazard systems equipped with standard-response sprinklers 

4. Standard-response sprinklers used where individual standard-response 

sprinklers are replaced in existing light hazard systems 

 

Section 8.17.1.1.1 is hereby added as follows: 

 

8.17.1.1.1 Residential Water Flow Alarms. A local water-flow alarm shall be 

provided on all sprinkler systems and shall be connected to the building fire 

alarm or water-flow monitoring system, where provided.   Group R 

occupancies not requiring a fire alarm system by the California Fire Code 

shall be provided with a minimum of one approved interior alarm device in 

each unit.  Interior alarm devices shall be required to provide 55 dBA or 15 

dBA above ambient, whichever is greater, throughout all living spaces within 

each unit. Sound levels in all sleeping areas with all intervening doors closed 

shall be a minimum of 15 dBA above the average ambient sound level but not 

less than 75 dBA, whichever is greater.  When not connected to a fire alarm 

or water-flow monitoring system, audible devices shall be powered from an 

uninterruptible circuit (except for over-current protection) serving normally 

operated appliances in the residence. 

 

Section 11.1.1.2 is hereby added as follows: 

11.1.1.2 When fire sprinkler systems are required in buildings of 

undetermined use other than warehouses, they shall be designed and 

installed to have a fire sprinkler density of not less than that required for an 

Ordinary Hazard Group 2 use, with no reduction(s) in density or design area. 

Warehouse fire sprinkler systems shall be designed to Figure 16.2.1.3.2 (d) 

curve “G”. Use is considered undetermined if a specific tenant/occupant is not 

identified at the time the sprinkler plan is submitted.  Where a subsequent 

occupancy requires a system with greater capability, it shall be the 

responsibility of the occupant to upgrade the system to the required density 

for the new occupancy. 
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Section 11.2.3.1.1.1 is hereby added as follows: 

 

11.2.3.1.1.1 The available water supply for fire sprinkler system design shall 

be determined by one of the following methods, as approved by the Fire Code 

Official: 

 

1. Subtract the project site elevation from the low water level for the 

appropriate pressure zone and multiply the result by 0.433; 

2. Use a maximum of 40 psi, if available; 

3. Utilize the Orange County Fire Authority water-flow test form/directions to 

document a flow test conducted by the local water agency or an 

approved third party licensed in the State of California.   

 

Section 23.2.1.1 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

23.2.1.1 Where a water flow test is used for the purposes of system design, 

the test shall be conducted no more than 6 months prior to working plan 

submittal unless otherwise approved by the authority having jurisdiction. 

 

NFPA 13R, 2013 Edition, Installation of Sprinkler System in Residential 

Occupancies up to and Including Four Stories in Height is hereby amended 

as follows: 

 

Section 6.16.1 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

6.16.1 A local water-flow alarms shall be provided on all sprinkler systems 

and shall be connected to the building fire alarm or water-flow monitoring 

system where provided.  Group R occupancies containing less than the 

number of stories, dwelling units or occupant load specified in the California 

Fire Code as requiring a fire alarm system shall be provided with a minimum 

of one approved interior alarm device in each unit.  Interior alarm devices 

shall be required to provide 55 dBA or 15 dBA above ambient, whichever is 

greater, throughout all living spaces within each dwelling unit. Sound levels in 

all sleeping areas with all intervening doors closed shall be a minimum of 15 

dBA above the average ambient sound level but not less than 75 dBA, 

whichever is greater. When not connected to a fire alarm or water-flow 

monitoring system, audible devices shall be powered from an uninterruptible 

circuit (except for over-current protection) serving normally operated 

appliances in the residence. 
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There shall also be a minimum of one exterior alarm indicating device, listed 

for outside service and audible from the access roadway that serves that 

building.     

 

NFPA 13D, 2013 Edition, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems 

in One- and Two-Family Dwellings and Manufactured Homes is hereby 

amended as follows: 

 

Section 4.1.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3 Stock of Spare Sprinklers. A supply of at least two sprinklers for each 

type shall be maintained on the premises so that any sprinklers that have 

operated or been damaged in any way can be promptly replaced. 

 

Section 4.1.3.2 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.2 The sprinklers shall correspond to the types and temperature ratings 

of the sprinklers in the property. 

 

Section 4.1.3.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.3 The sprinklers shall be kept in a cabinet located where the 

temperature to which they are subjected will at no time exceed 100 oF (38oC). 

 

Section 4.1.3.4 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.4 A special sprinkler wrench shall be provided and kept in the cabinet to 

be used in the removal and installation of sprinklers.  One sprinkler wrench 

shall be provided for each type of sprinkler installed. 

 

Section 7.1.2 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

7.1.2 The system piping shall not have a separate control valve unless 

supervised by a central station, proprietary, or remote station alarm service.  

 

Section 7.6 is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced as follows: 

 

7.6 Alarms. Exterior alarm indicating device shall be listed for outside service 

and audible from the street from which the house is addressed. Exterior 

audible devices shall be placed on the front or side of the structure and the 
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location is subject to final approval by the fire code official.  Additional interior 

alarm devices shall be required to provide 55 dBA or 15 dBA above ambient, 

whichever is greater, throughout all living spaces. Sound levels in all sleeping 

areas with all intervening doors closed shall be a minimum of 15 dBA above 

the average ambient sound level but not less than 75 dBA, whichever is 

greater. Audible devices shall be powered from an uninterruptible circuit 

(except for over-current protection) serving normally operated appliances in 

the residence. 

 

Exceptions:  

 

1. When an approved water flow monitoring system is installed, interior 

audible devices may be powered through the fire alarm control panel.  

2. When smoke detectors specified under CBC Section 907.2.11 are used 

to sound an alarm upon water flow switch activation. 

 

NFPA 14, 2013 Edition, Installation of Standpipe and Hose Systems is 

hereby amended as follows:  

 

Section 7.3.1.1 is hereby is deleted in its entirety and replaced as follows: 

 

7.3.1.1 Class I and III Standpipe hose connections shall be unobstructed and 

shall be located not less than 18 inches or more than 24 inches above the 

finished floor.  Class II Standpipe hose connections shall be unobstructed and 

shall be located not less than 3 feet or more than 5 feet above the finished 

floor. 

 

NFPA 24, 2013 Edition, Standard for the Installation of Private Fire Service 

Mains and Their Appurtenances is hereby amended as follows: 

  

Section 6.2.1.1 is hereby added as follows: 

 

6.2.1.1 The closest upstream indicating valve to the riser shall be painted 

OSHA red.  

 

Section 6.2.11 (5) is hereby deleted without replacement and (6) and (7) 

renumbered: 

 

(5) Control Valves installed in a fire-rated room accessible from the exterior. 
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(6) Control valves in a fire-rated stair enclosure accessible from the exterior as 

permitted by the authority having jurisdiction. 

 

Section 6.3.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

6.3.3 All post indicator valves controlling fire suppression water supplies shall 

be painted OSHA red.  

 

Section 10.1.6.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

10.1.6.3 All ferrous pipe shall be coated and wrapped. Joints shall be coated 

and wrapped after assembly.  All fittings shall be protected with a loose 8-mil 

polyethylene tube. The ends of the tube shall extend past the joint by a 

minimum of 12 inches and be sealed with 2 inch wide tape approved for 

underground use. Galvanizing does not meet the requirements of this section. 

 

Exception: 304 or 316 Stainless Steel pipe and fittings. 

 

Section 10.3.6.2 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

10.3.6.2 All bolted joint accessories shall be cleaned and thoroughly coated 

with asphalt or other corrosion-retarding material, prior to poly-tube, and after 

installation.  

 

Exception: Bolted joint accessories made from 304 or 316 stainless steel. 

 

Section 10.3.6.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

10.3.6.3 All bolts used in pipe-joint assembly shall be 316 stainless steel. 

 

Section 10.6.3.1 is hereby deleted and replaced as follows: 

 

10.6.3.1 Where fire service mains enter the building adjacent to the 

foundation, the pipe may run under a building to a maximum of 24 inches, as 

measured from the interior face of the exterior wall to the center of the vertical 

pipe. The pipe under the building or building foundation shall be 304 or 316 

stainless steel and shall not contain mechanical joints or it shall comply with 

10.6.2. 

 

Section 10.6.4 is hereby revised as follows: 
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10.6.4 Pipe joints shall not be located under foundation footings. The pipe 

under the building or building foundation shall be 304 or 316 stainless steel 

and shall not contain mechanical joints.  

 

SECTION 3. Chapter 10-32 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code is hereby amended and 

restated in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 10-32 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE 

10-32.010 Adoption of the California Mechanical Code. 

The California Mechanical Code, 2013 Edition, based on the 2012 Uniform Mechanical 

Code as published by the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical 

Officials, is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, as if set forth at length 

herein,  as the Mechanical Code of the City of Laguna Hills, regulating and controlling 

the design, construction, installation, quality of materials, location, operation and 

maintenance of heating, ventilating, cooling, refrigeration systems, incinerators and 

other miscellaneous heat producing appliances. Not less than one copy of said code 

has been filed in the office of the City Clerk and shall be made available for public 

inspection. 

SECTION 4. Chapter 10-36 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code is hereby amended and 

restated in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 10-36 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE 

10-36.010 Adoption of the California Electrical Code. 

The California Electrical Code, 2013 Edition, based on the 2011 National Electrical 

Code as published by the National Fire Protection Association, is hereby adopted and 

incorporated by reference, as if set forth at length herein, as the Electrical Code of the 

City of Laguna Hills, regulating all installation, arrangement, alteration, repair, use and 

other operation of electrical wiring, connections, fixtures and other electrical appliances 

on premises within the City. Not less than one copy of said code has been filed in the 

office of the City Clerk and shall be made available for public inspection. 

SECTION 5. Chapter 10-40 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code is hereby amended and 

restated in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 10-40 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE 
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10-40.010 Adoption of the California Plumbing Code. 

The California Plumbing Code, 2013 Edition, based on the 2012 Uniform Plumbing 

Code as published by the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical 

Officials, is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, as if set forth at length 

herein, as the Plumbing Code of the City of Laguna Hills, regulating erection, 

installation, alteration, repair, relocation, replacement, maintenance or use of plumbing 

systems within the City. Not less than one copy of said code has been filed in the office 

of the City Clerk and shall be made available for public inspection. 

 

SECTION 6. Chapter 10-48 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code is hereby amended and 

restated in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 10-48 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE 

10-48.010 Adoption of the California Residential Code. 

The California Residential Code, 2013 Edition, based on the 2012 International 

Residential Code as published by the International Code Council together with the 

amendments provided in this chapter, is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, 

as if set forth at length herein, as the Residential Code of the City of Laguna Hills 

regulating the erection, construction, enlargement, alteration, repair, moving, removal, 

demolition, conversion, occupancy, equipment, use, height, area and maintenance of all 

residential buildings and/or structures in the City. Not less than one copy of said code 

has been filed in the office of the City Clerk and shall be made available for public 

inspection. 

10-48.020 Amendments to the Residential Code. 

Section R202 Definitions is hereby revised by adding “Hazardous Fire Area” as follows: 

 

HAZARDOUS FIRE AREA. Includes all areas identified within California Fire 

Code Section 4906.2 and other areas as determined by the Fire Code Official as 

presenting a fire hazard due to the presence of combustible vegetation, or the 

proximity of the property to an area that contains combustible vegetation.   

 

 

Section R301.9 Development on or Near Land Containing or Emitting Toxic, 

Combustible or Flammable Liquids, Gases or Vapors is hereby added as follows: 

 

R301.9  Development On Or Near Land Containing Or Emitting Toxic, 

Combustible or Flammable Liquids, Gases or Vapors.  The fire code official 
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may require the submittal for approval of geological studies, evaluations, reports, 

remedial recommendations and/or similar documentation from a state-licensed 

and department-approved individual or firm, on any parcel of land to be 

developed which has, or is adjacent to, or within 1,000 feet (304.8 m) of a parcel 

of land that has an active, inactive, or abandoned oil or gas well operation, 

petroleum or chemical refining facility, petroleum or chemical storage, or may 

contain or give off toxic, combustible or flammable liquids, gases or vapors. 

 

Section R301.10 Fuel Modification Requirements for New Construction is hereby 

added as follows: 

 

R301.10 Fuel Modification Requirements for New Construction.  All new 

buildings to be built or installed in areas with or adjacent to land having 

hazardous combustible vegetation shall comply with the requirements in the 

edition of OCFA Vegetation Management Guidelines currently in use at the time.  

 

Section R309.6 Fire sprinkler attached garages, and carports with habitable space 

above is hereby amended by modifying the Exception as follows: 

 

Exception: An automatic residential fire sprinkler system shall not be required 

when additions or alterations are made to existing carports and/or garages that 

do not have an automatic fire sprinkler system installed unless a sprinkler system 

is required in accordance with California Fire Code Section 903.2.8. 

 

Section R313.1 Townhouse automatic fire sprinkler systems is hereby amended by 

modifying the Exception as follows: 

 

Exception: An automatic residential fire sprinkler system shall not be required 

when additions or alterations are made to existing townhouses that do not have 

an automatic fire sprinkler system installed unless a sprinkler system is required 

in accordance with California Fire Code Section 903.2.8. 

 

Section R313.2 One- and two-family dwellings automatic fire sprinkler systems is 

hereby amended by modifying the Exception as follows: 

 

Exception: An automatic residential fire sprinkler system shall not be required 

for additions or alterations to existing buildings that are not already provided with 

an automatic sprinkler system unless a sprinkler system is required in 

accordance with California Fire Code Section 903.2.8. 
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Section R313.3.6.2.2 Calculation procedure is hereby revised as follows:   

 

R313.3.6.2.2 Calculation procedure.  Determination of the required size for 

water distribution piping shall be in accordance with the following procedure and 

California Fire Code Section 903.3.5.3. 

 

Section R319.1 Address numbers is hereby revised as follows: 

 

R319.1 Address numbers. New and existing buildings shall have approved 

address numbers, building numbers or approved building identification placed in 

a position that is plainly legible and visible from the street or road fronting the 

property. These numbers shall contrast with their background. Where required by 

the fire code official, address numbers shall be provided in additional approved 

locations to facilitate emergency response.  Address numbers shall be Arabic 

numbers or alphabetical letters. Numbers shall be a minimum of 4 inches (101.6 

mm) high with a minimum stroke width of 0.5 inch (12.7 mm). Where access is by 

means of a private road and the building cannot be viewed from the public way, a 

monument, pole or other sign or means shall be used to identify the structure.  

Address numbers shall be maintained. 

 

Section R327.1.6 Fuel Modification Requirements for New Construction is hereby 

added as follows: 

 

R327.1.6 Fuel Modification Requirements for New Construction.  All new 

buildings to be built or installed in hazardous fire areas shall comply with the 

following: 

 

1. Preliminary fuel modification plans shall be submitted to and approved by 
the fire code official concurrent with the submittal for approval of any 
tentative map 

2. Final fuel modification plans shall be submitted to and approved by the fire 
code official prior to the issuance of a grading permit. 

3. The fuel modification plan shall include provisions for the maintenance of 
the fuel modification for perpetuity. 

4. The fuel modification plans shall meet the criteria set forth in the Fuel 
Modification Section of the Orange County Fire Authority Vegetation 
Management Guidelines. 

5. The fuel modification plan may be altered if conditions change.  Any 
alterations to the fuel modification areas shall have prior approval from the 
fire code official. 
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6. All elements of the fuel modification plan shall be maintained in accordance 
with the approved plan and are subject to the enforcement process outlined 
in the Fire Code. 

 

Section R1001.13 Chimney spark arresters is hereby added as follows: 

 

R1001.13 Chimney spark arresters.  All chimneys attached to any appliance or 

fireplace that burns solid fuel shall be equipped with an approved spark arrester. 

Chimneys serving outdoor appliances or fireplaces shall be equipped with a 

spark arrester.  The spark arrester shall meet the requirements of Section 

2113.9.2 of the California Building Code.  

 

Chapter 44 Referenced Standards is revised as follows: 

  

NFPA 13, 2013 Edition, Installation of Sprinkler Systems is hereby amended 

as follows:  

Section 6.8.3 is hereby revised as follows:  

 

6.8.3 Fire department connections (FDC) shall be of an approved type. The 

FDC shall contain a minimum of two 2 ½” inlets.  The location shall be 

approved and be no more than 150 feet from a public hydrant.  The FDC may 

be located within 150 feet of a private fire hydrant when approved by the fire 

code official.  The size of piping and the number of inlets shall be approved by 

the fire code official.  If acceptable to the water authority, it may be installed on 

the backflow assembly.  Fire department inlet connections shall be painted 

OSHA safety red. When the fire sprinkler density design requires 500 gpm 

(including inside hose stream demand) or greater, or a standpipe system is 

included, four 2 ½” inlets shall be provided.  

  

Section 8.3.3.1 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

8.3.3.1 When fire sprinkler systems are installed in shell buildings of 

undetermined use (Spec Buildings) other than warehouses (S occupancies), 

fire sprinklers of the quick-response type shall be used. Use is considered 

undetermined if a specific tenant/occupant is not identified at the time the fire 

sprinkler plan is submitted.  Sprinklers in light hazard occupancies shall be one 

of the following: 

 

1. Quick-response type as defined in 3.6.4.7 

2. Residential sprinklers in accordance with the requirements of 8.4.5 

 11/12/2013 ITEM NO. 5.1



Ordinace No.  

27 

 

3. Standard-response sprinklers used for modifications or additions to 

existing light hazard systems equipped with standard-response 

sprinklers 

4. Standard-response sprinklers used where individual standard-response 

sprinklers are replaced in existing light hazard systems 

 

Section 8.17.1.1.1 is hereby added as follows: 

 

8.17.1.1.1 Residential Water Flow Alarms. A local water-flow alarm shall be 

provided on all sprinkler systems and shall be connected to the building fire 

alarm or water-flow monitoring system, where provided.   Group R 

occupancies not requiring a fire alarm system by the California Fire Code 

shall be provided with a minimum of one approved interior alarm device in 

each unit.  Sound levels in all sleeping areas shall be minimum of 15 DBA 

above the average ambient sound or a minimum of 75 DBA with all 

intervening doors closed, whichever is greater.  Alarms shall be audible within 

all other living areas within each dwelling unit. When not connected to a fire 

alarm or water-flow monitoring system, audible devices shall be powered from 

an uninterruptible circuit (except for over-current protection) serving normally 

operated appliances in the residence. 

 

Section 11.1.1.2 is hereby added as follows: 

 

11.1.1.2 When fire sprinkler systems are required in buildings of 

undetermined use other than warehouses, they shall be designed and 

installed to have a fire sprinkler density of not less than that required for an 

Ordinary Hazard Group 2 use, with no reduction(s) in density or design area. 

Warehouse fire sprinkler systems shall be designed to Figure 16.2.1.3.2 (d) 

curve “G”. Use is considered undetermined if a specific tenant/occupant is not 

identified at the time the sprinkler plan is submitted.  Where a subsequent 

occupancy requires a system with greater capability, it shall be the 

responsibility of the occupant to upgrade the system to the required density 

for the new occupancy. 

 

/// 

 

/// 

Section 11.2.3.1.1.1 is hereby added as follows: 
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11.2.3.1.1.1 The available water supply for fire sprinkler system design shall 

be determined by one of the following methods, as approved by the Fire Code 

Official: 

 

1. Subtract the project site elevation from the low water level for the 

appropriate pressure zone and multiply the result by 0.433; 

2. Use a maximum of 40 psi, if available; 

3. Utilize the Orange County Fire Authority water-flow test form/directions 

to document a flow test conducted by the local water agency or an 

approved third party licensed in the State of California.   

Section 23.2.1.1 is hereby revised as follows: 
 

23.2.1.1 Where a water flow test is used for the purposes of system design, 

the test shall be conducted no more than 6 months prior to working plan 

submittal unless otherwise approved by the authority having jurisdiction. 

 

NFPA 13R, 2013 Edition, Installation of Sprinkler System in Residential 

Occupancies up to and Including Four Stories in Height is hereby amended 

as follows: 

 

Section 6.16.1 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

6.16.1 A local water-flow alarms shall be provided on all sprinkler systems 

and shall be connected to the building fire alarm or water-flow monitoring 

system where provided.  Group R occupancies containing less than the 

number of stories, dwelling units or occupant load specified in Section 907.2.8 

of the 2010 California Fire Code as requiring a fire alarm system shall be 

provided with a minimum of one approved interior alarm device in each unit.  

Sound levels in all sleeping areas shall be a minimum of 15 dBA above the 

average ambient sound or a minimum of 75 dBA with all intervening doors 

closed, whichever is greater.  Alarms shall be audible within all other living 

areas within each dwelling unit. When not connected to a fire alarm or water-

flow monitoring system, audible devices shall be powered from an 

uninterruptible circuit (except for over-current protection) serving normally 

operated appliances in the residence. 

 

There shall also be a minimum of one exterior alarm indicating device, listed 

for outside service and audible from the access roadway that serves that 

building.     
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NFPA 13D 2013 Edition, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems 

in One- and Two-Family Dwellings and Manufactured Homes is hereby 

amended as follows: 

 

Section 4.1.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3 Stock of Spare Sprinklers 

 

Section 4.1.3.1 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.1. A supply of at least two sprinklers for each type shall be maintained 

on the premises so that any sprinklers that have operated or been damaged 

in any way can be promptly replaced. 

 

Section 4.1.5.2 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.2 The sprinklers shall correspond to the types and temperature ratings 

of the sprinklers in the property. 

 

Section 4.1.3.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.3 The sprinklers shall be kept in a cabinet located where the 

temperature to which they are subjected will at no time exceed 100 oF (38oC). 

 

Section 4.1.3.4 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.4 A special sprinkler wrench shall be provided and kept in the cabinet to 

be used in the removal and installation of sprinklers.  One sprinkler wrench 

shall be provided for each type of sprinkler installed. 

 

Section 7.1.2 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

7.1.2 The system piping shall not have a separate control valve unless 

supervised by a central station, or remote station alarm service 

 

 

Section 7.6 is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced as follows: 

 

7.6 Alarms. Exterior alarm indicating device shall be listed for outside service 

and audible from the street from which the house is addressed. Exterior 
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audible devices shall be placed on the front or side of the structure and the 

location is subject to final approval by the fire code official.  Additional interior 

alarm devices shall be required to provide 55 dBA or 15 dBA above ambient, 

whichever is greater. Sound levels in all sleeping areas with all intervening 

doors closed shall be a minimum of 15 dBA above the average ambient 

sound level but not less than 75 dBA, whichever is greater. Audible devices 

shall be powered from an uninterruptible circuit (except for over-current 

protection) serving normally operated appliances in the residence. 

 

Exceptions:  

 

1. When an approved water flow monitoring system is installed, interior 

audible devices may be powered through the fire alarm control panel.  

2. When smoke detectors specified under CBC Section 907.2.11 are 

used to sound an alarm upon water flow switch activation. 

 

Section AO103.3 Vehicular gates or other barriers across required fire 

apparatus access roads is hereby added as follows:  

 

AO103.3 Vehicular gates or other barriers across required fire apparatus 

access roads. The installation of gates or other barriers across a required 

fire apparatus access road shall comply with the requirements set forth in the 

2013 California Fire Code Section 503.6.  

 

SECTION 7.   Title 10, Chapter 10-52 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code is hereby 

amended and restated in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 10-52 California Green Building Standards Code 

 

10-52.010  Adoption of California Green Building Standards Code. 

 

The California Green Building Standards Code, 2013 Edition, together with 

amendments provided in this chapter, is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, 

as if set forth at length herein, as the green building standards code of the City of 

Laguna Hills regulating the erection, construction, enlargement, alteration, repair, 

moving, removal, demolition, conversion, occupancy, equipment, use, height, area and 

maintenance of all buildings and/or structures in the City. Not less than one copy of said 

code has been filed in the office of the City Clerk and shall be made available for public 

inspection. 
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10-52.020  Amendments to the Green Building Standards Code. 

 

Section 202 Definitions is revised by adding "Sustainability" as follows:  

SUSTAINABILITY. Consideration of present development and construction 
impacts on the community, the economy, and the environment without 
compromising the needs of the future. 

Section 4.304.1 Irrigation controllers is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced as 
follows: 

4.304.1 Irrigation controllers. Automatic irrigation system controllers for 
landscaping provided and installed at the time of final inspection and shall 
comply with the following: 

1. Controllers shall be weather- or soil moisture-based irrigation 
controllers that automatically adjust irrigation in response to changes 
in plants’ needs as weather conditions change. 

2. Weather-based controllers without integral rain sensors or 
communication systems that account for local rainfall shall have a 
separate wired or wireless rain sensor which connects or 
communicates with the controller(s). Soil moisture-based controllers 
are not required to have rain sensor input. 

SECTION 8. Title 10, Chapter 10-44 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code is hereby 
amended and restated in its entirety to read as follows: 
 
Chapter 10-44 Swimming Pool and Spa Code 
 
10-44.010 Adoption of the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code. 
 
The International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, 2012 Edition, published by the 
International Code Council, together with the amendments provided in this chapter, is 
hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, as if set forth at length herein, as the 
Swimming Pool and Spa Code of the City of Laguna Hills. Not less than one copy of 
said code has been filed in the office of the City Clerk and shall be made available for 
public inspection. 
 
/// 
 
/// 
10-44.020  Amendments to the Swimming Pool and Spa Code. 
 
Section 301 is amended by adding a Subsections 301.3, 301.4, 301.5 and 301.6 as 
follows: 
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301.3 Waste water from any filter, scum filter, scum gutter, overflow, pool 
emptying line, or similar apparatus or appurtenance shall discharge into an 
approved type receptor and subsequently into a public sewer. The flood 
level rim of such receptor shall be at least six (6) inches (152 mm) above 
the flood level of the adjacent ground. Each such receptor when permitted 
to be connected to any part of a drainage system shall be provided with an 
approved trap with a minimum pipe size of three (3) inches (76 mm). 

301.4 portions of Article 2.5, of the Swimming Pool Safety Act, Health and 
Safety Code are hereby adopted and repeated herein for convenience.  

115920. Short title. 

115921. Definitions. 

115922. Construction permit; safety features required. 

115923. Enclosure; required characteristics. 

115924. Agreements to build; notice of provisions. 

115925. Exempt facilities. 

115926. Application to facilities regulated by Department of Social 
Services. 

115927. Modification and interpretation of article. 

Article 2.5 

THE SWIMMING POOL SAFETY ACT 

115920.  This act shall be known and may be cited as the Swimming Pool 
Safety Act. 

 

115921.  As used in this article the following terms have the following 
meanings: 

(a) "Swimming pool" or "pool" means any structure intended for swimming 
or recreational bathing that contains water over 18 inches deep. 
"Swimming pool" includes in-ground and aboveground structures and 
includes, but is not limited to, hot tubs, spas, portable spas, and 
nonportable wading pools. 
 
(b) "Public swimming pool" means a swimming pool operated for the use 
of the general public with or without charge, or for the use of the members 
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and guests of a private club. Public swimming pool does not include a 
swimming pool located on the grounds of a private single-family home. 
 
(c) "Enclosure" means a fence, wall, or other barrier that isolates a 
swimming pool from access to the home. 
 
(d) "Approved safety pool cover" means a manually or power-operated 
safety pool cover that meets all of the performance standards of the 
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM), in compliance with 
standard F1346-91. 
 
(e) "Exit alarms" means devices that make audible, continuous alarm 
sounds when any door or window, that permits access from the residence 
to the pool area that is without any intervening enclosure, is opened or is 
left ajar. Exit alarms may be battery operated or may be connected to the 
electrical wiring of the building. 
 
(f) "ANSI/APSP performance standard" means a standard that is 
accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and 
published by the Association of Pool and Spa Professionals (APSP). 
 
(g) "Suction outlet" means a fitting or fixture typically located at the bottom 
or on the sides of a swimming pool that conducts water to a recirculating 
pump. 

 
115922. 
 

(a) Commencing January 1, 2007, except as provided in Section 115925, 
whenever a building permit is issued for construction of a new swimming 
pool or spa, or any building permit is issued for remodeling of an existing 
pool or spa, at a private, single-family home, it shall be equipped with at 
least one of the following seven drowning prevention safety features: 
 
(1) The pool shall be isolated from access to a home by an enclosure that 
meets the requirements of Section 115923. 
(2) The pool shall incorporate removable mesh pool fencing that meets 
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Specifications F 2286 
standards in conjunction with a gate that is self-closing and self-latching 
and can accommodate a key lockable device. 
(3) The pool shall be equipped with an approved safety pool cover that 
meets all requirements of the ASTM Specifications F 1346. 
(4) The residence shall be equipped with exit alarms on those doors 
providing direct access to the pool. 
(5) All doors providing direct access from the home to the swimming pool 
shall be equipped with a self-closing, self-latching device with a release 
mechanism placed no lower than 54 inches above the floor. 
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(6) Swimming pool alarms that, when placed in pools, will sound upon 
detection of accidental or unauthorized entrance into the water. These 
pool alarms shall meet and be independently certified to the ASTM 
Standard F 2208 "Standards Specification for Pool Alarms" which includes 
surface motion, pressure, sonar, laser, and infrared type alarms. For 
purposes of this article, "swimming pool alarms" shall not include 
swimming protection alarm devices designed for individual use, such as 
an alarm attached to a child that sounds when the child exceeds a certain 
distance or becomes submerged in water. 
(7) Other means of protection, if the degree of protection afforded is equal 
to or greater than that afforded by any of the devices set forth above, and 
have been independently verified by an approved testing laboratory as 
meeting standards for those devices established by the ASTM or the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). 
 
(b) Prior to the issuance of any final approval for the completion of 
permitted construction or remodeling work, the local building code official 
shall inspect the drowning safety prevention devices required by this act 
and if no violations are found, shall give final approval. 

 
115923.  An enclosure shall have all of the following characteristics: 

 
(a) Any access gates through the enclosure open away from the 
swimming pool, and are self-closing with a self-latching device placed no 
lower than 60 inches above the ground. 

  
 (b) A minimum height of 60 inches. 

 
(c) A maximum vertical clearance from the ground to the bottom of the 
enclosure of two inches. 
 
(d) Gaps or voids, if any, do not allow passage of a sphere equal to or 
greater than four inches in diameter. 
 
(e) An outside surface free of protrusions, cavities, or other physical 
characteristics that would serve as handholds or footholds that could 
enable a child below the age of five years to climb over. 

 
/// 
 
/// 
115924.   

 
(a) Any person entering into an agreement to build a swimming pool or 
spa, or to engage in permitted work on a pool or spa covered by this 
article, shall give the consumer notice of the requirements of this article. 
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(b) Pursuant to existing law, the Department of Health Services shall have 
available on the department's Web site, commencing January 1, 2007, 
approved pool safety information available for consumers to download. 
Pool contractors are encouraged to share this information with consumers 
regarding the potential dangers a pool or spa poses to toddlers. 
Additionally, pool contractors may provide the consumer with swimming 
pool safety materials produced from organizations such as the United 
States Consumer Product Safety Commission, Drowning Prevention 
Foundation, California Coalition for Children's Safety & Health, Safe Kids 
Worldwide, Association of Pool and Spa Professionals, or the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 

 
115925.  The requirements of this article shall not apply to any of the 
following: 

 
(a) Public swimming pools. 
 
(b) Hot tubs or spas with locking safety covers that comply with the 
American Society for Testing Materials-Emergency Performance 
Specification (ASTM-ES 13-89). 
 
(c) Any pool within the jurisdiction of any political subdivision that adopts 
an ordinance for swimming pool safety that includes requirements that are 
at least as stringent as this article. 
 
(d) An apartment complex, or any residential setting other than a single-
family home. 

 
115926.  This article does not apply to any facility regulated by the State 
Department of Social Services even if the facility is also used as the private 
residence of the operator. Pool safety in those facilities shall be regulated 
pursuant to regulations adopted therefore by the State Department of Social 
Services. 
 
115927.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, this article shall not be 
subject to further modification or interpretation by any regulatory agency of 
the state, this authority being reserved exclusively to local jurisdictions, as 
provided for in subdivision (e) of Section 115922 and subdivision (c) of 
Section 115924. 
 
115928.  Whenever a building permit is issued for the construction of a new 
swimming pool or spa, the pool or spa shall meet all of the following 
requirements: 
 

(a) 
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 (1) The suction outlets of the pool or spa for which the permit is issued 
shall be equipped to provide circulation throughout the pool or spa as 
prescribed in paragraphs (2) and (3). 
 (2) The swimming pool or spa shall either have at least two circulation 
suction outlets per pump that shall be hydraulically balanced and 
symmetrically plumbed through one or more "T" fittings, and that are 
separated by a distance of at least three feet in any dimension between 
the suction outlets, or be designed to use alternatives to suction outlets, 
including, but not limited to, skimmers or perimeter overflow systems to 
conduct water to the recirculation pump. 
 (3) The circulation system shall have the capacity to provide a 
complete turnover of pool water, as specified in Section 3124B of Chapter 
31B of the California Building Standards Code (Title 24 of the California 
Code of Regulations). 
 
(b) Suction outlets shall be covered with antientrapment grates as 
specified in the ANSI/APSP-16 performance standard or successor 
standard designated by the federal Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, that cannot be removed except with the use of tools. Slots or 
openings in the grates or similar protective devices shall be of a shape, 
area, and arrangement that would prevent physical entrapment and would 
not pose any suction hazard to bathers. 

  
(c) Any backup safety system that an owner of a new swimming pool or 
spa may choose to install in addition to the requirements set forth in 
subdivisions (a) and (b) shall meet the standards as published in the 
document, "Guidelines for Entrapment Hazards: Making Pools and Spas 
Safer," Publication Number 363, March 2005, United States Consumer 
Product Safety Commission. 

 
115928.5.  Whenever a building permit is issued for the remodel or 
modification of an existing swimming pool, toddler pool, or spa, the permit 
shall require that the suction outlet or suction outlets of the existing swimming 
pool, toddler pool, or spa be upgraded so as to be equipped with 
antientrapment grates, as specified in the ANSI/APSP-16 performance 
standard or a successor standard designated by the federal Consumer 
Product Safety Commission. 
 

301.5 Water Clarity.  All swimming pool and spa water shall be maintained in a 
clear condition, which is free of algae, insects, debris, and in a sanitary condition. 
The floor of the pool shall be clearly visible. 
 
301.6 Retroactivity.  Subsection 301.4 shall not be enforced on a 
retroactive basis. Existing barriers required at the time of pool construction 
shall apply and be maintained. 
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Section 10-44.030 Interpretation 
 
In the event of a conflict between the provisions of the Swimming Pool Safety Act, 
the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, 2012 Edition, the 2013 California 
Building Code, or the 2013 California Residential Code, the Building Official shall 
implement the most restrictive measures cited. 

 
SECTION 9. The City Council finds that this Ordinance is not subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to California Code of Regulations Title 14, 
Chapter 3, Sections 15060(c)(2) (the activity will not result in a direct or reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) and 15060(c)(3) (the activity is 
not a project as defined in Section 15371), because it has no potential for resulting in 
physical change to the environment, directly or indirectly. 
 

SECTION 10. If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the 
decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it 
would have adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, subdivision, 
sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof be 
declared invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
SECTION 11. The City Clerk shall certify as to the adoption of this Ordinance and 
cause a summary thereof to be published within (15) days of the adoption and shall post 
a Certified copy of this Ordinance, including the vote for and against the same, in the 
Office of the City Clerk, in accordance with Government Code Section 36933. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 10TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2013. 
 
 

  
_______________________________________ 

 BARBARA D. KOGERMAN, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 
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I, Peggy J. Johns, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance No. 2013- was duly introduced and placed upon 
its first reading at a Regular Meeting of the City Council on the 12th day of November, 
2013, and that thereafter, said Ordinance was duly adopted and passed at a Regular 
Meeting of the City Council held on the 10th day of December, 2013, by the following 
vote, to wit: 
 

AYES:    
 

NOES:  
 

ABSENT:   
 

ABSTAIN:   
 
 
 
(SEAL) 
 
 
 

 _____________________________________ 
 PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK   
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss  AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS )  AND PUBLICATION 
 
 PEGGY J. JOHNS, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 
 
 That she is the duly appointed and qualified City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills; 
 
 That in compliance with State Laws of the State of California, ORDINANCE NO. 
2013-_______, being: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 
AMENDING TITLE 10 OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY 
AMENDING CHAPTERS 10-28, 10-32, 10-36, 10-40, 10-48 AND 10-52 
ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING 
STANDARDS CODE (CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 
24), CONSISTING OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE (AS 
AMENDED), 2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL 
BUILDING CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE 
COUNCIL; THE CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, 2013 EDITION, 
BASED ON THE 2012 UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE AS PUBLISHED 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING AND 
MECHANICAL OFFICIALS; THE CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE, 2013 
EDITION, BASED ON THE 2011 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE AS 
PUBLISHED BY THE NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION; 
THE CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE, 2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 
2012 UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL 
OFFICIALS; THE CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE (AS AMENDED), 
2013 EDITION, BASED ON THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL 
CODE AS PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL; AND 
THE CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (AS 
AMENDED), 2013 EDITION; AND AMENDING TITLE 10, CHAPTER 10-44 
OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADOPTING BY 
REFERENCE THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND SPA 
CODE (AS AMENDED), 2012 EDITION, AS PUBLISHED BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL 
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on the 15th day of November, 2013, was published in summary in The Register and on 
the 20th day of December 2013, was published in summary in the Saddleback Valley 
News; and was, in compliance with City Resolution No. 2004-05-25-2, on the 13th day 
of November, 2013, and on the 11th day of December, 2013, caused to be posted in 
summary in three places in the City of Laguna Hills, to wit: 
 
  Laguna Hills City Hall 
  Laguna Hills Community Center 
  Courtyard at La Paz Center 
 

_______________________________ 
PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 

Laguna Hills, California 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2013- 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 

AMENDING TITLE 5 OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY 

AMENDING CHAPTER 5-16 ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2013 

EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE (CALIFORNIA CODE OF 

REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 9) INCLUDING APPENDICES B, BB, 

C, AND CC, BASED ON THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE AS 

PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF PRESCRIBING REGULATIONS GOVERNING 

CONDITIONS HAZARDOUS TO LIFE AND PROPERTY FROM FIRE OR 

EXPLOSION 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code Section 50022.1 et 

seq., the City of Laguna Hills (“City”) may adopt by reference the California Fire Code, 
2013 Edition, as provided in Title 24, Part 9, of the California Code of Regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the California Building Standards Commission 
(“Commission”) recently adopted new amendments to the California Fire Code; and 

WHEREAS, California Health & Safety Code Section 17958.5 et seq., and 
18941.5 authorizes cities to modify the California Fire Code by adopting more restrictive 
standards and modifications if such standards and modifications are accompanied by 
express findings that they are reasonably necessary because of local climatic, 
geological or topographical conditions; and 

WHEREAS, based upon the recommendations of the Fire Official and the 
Building Official, the City Council finds the proposed amendments to the 2013 California 
Fire Code (“amendments”) set forth in this Ordinance, which are more restrictive than 
the standards adopted by the California Building Standards Commission, would 
decrease the potential incidence of property damage, injury, and death due to fires, and 
are reasonable and necessary to mitigate local climatic, geological or topographical 
conditions; and 

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2013, the City introduced this Ordinance for 
first reading at a regular meeting of the City Council, and set a public hearing and 
second reading of the Ordinance for December 10, 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City held a public hearing on December 10, 2013, at 
which time all interested persons had the opportunity to appear and be heard on the 
matter of adopting the 2013 California Fire Code as amended herein; and 

  WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code Section 6066, the City 
published notice of the aforementioned public hearing; and 
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WHEREAS, any and all other legal prerequisites relating to the adoption of 

this Ordinance have occurred; 

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, DOES 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1.  Findings.  The City Council hereby finds that the proposed amendments 
to the 2013 California Fire Code are reasonably necessary because of local climatic, 
geological or topographical conditions, and adopts the findings provided below to 
support the modifications to the 2013 California Fire Code.  

 
I. Climatic Conditions 

 
A. The jurisdiction of Laguna Hills is located in a semi-arid Mediterranean 

type climate.  It annually experiences extended periods of high 
temperatures with little or no precipitation.  Hot, dry (Santa Ana) winds, 
which may reach speeds of 70 M.P.H. or greater, are also common to the 
area.  These climatic conditions cause extreme drying of vegetation and 
common building materials.  Frequent periods of drought and low humidity 
add to the fire danger.  This predisposes the area to large destructive fires 
(conflagration).  In addition to directly damaging or destroying buildings, 
these fires are also prone to disrupt utility services throughout the County.  
Obstacles generated by a strong wind, such as fallen trees, street lights 
and utility poles, and the requirement to climb 75 feet vertically up flights 
of stairs will greatly impact the response time to reach an incident scene.  
Additionally, there is a significant increase in the amount of wind force at 
60 feet above the ground.  Use of aerial type fire fighting apparatus above 
this height would place rescue personnel at increased risk of injury. 

 

B. The climate alternates between extended periods of drought and brief 
flooding conditions.  Flood conditions may affect the Orange County fire 
Authority’s ability to respond to a fire or emergency condition.  Floods also 
disrupt utility services to buildings and facilities within the County. 

 

C. Water demand in this densely populated area far exceeds the quantity 
supplied by natural precipitation; and although the population continues to 
grow, the already-taxed water supply does not.  California is projected to 
increase in population by nearly 10 million over the next quarter of a 
century with 50 percent of that growth centered in Southern California.  
Due to storage capacities and consumption, and a limited amount of 
rainfall future water allocation is not fully dependable.  This necessitates 
the need for additional and on-site fire protection features.  It would also 
leave tall buildings vulnerable to uncontrolled fires due to a lack of 
available water and an inability to pump sufficient quantities of available 
water to floors in a fire. 
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D. These dry climatic conditions and winds contribute to the rapid spread of 
even small fires originating in high-density housing or vegetation.  These 
fires spread very quickly and create a need for increased levels of fire 
protection.  The added protection of fire sprinkler systems and other fire 
protection features will supplement normal fire department response by 
providing immediate protection for the building occupants and by 
containing and controlling the fire spread to the area of origin.  Fire 
sprinkler systems will also reduce the use of water for firefighting by as 
much as 50 to 75 percent. 

 

II. Topographical conditions 
  

A. Natural; slopes of 15 percent or greater generally occur throughout the 
foothills of Orange County.  The elevation change cause by the hills 
creates the geological foundation on which communities with Orange 
County is built and will continue to build.  With much of the populated 
flatlands already built upon, with future growth, steeper slopes will occur 
and greater constraints in terrain. 

 

B. Traffic and circulation congestion is an artificially created, obstructive 
topographical condition, which is common throughout Orange County.  

 

C. These topographical conditions combine to create a situation, which 
places fire department response time to fire occurrences at risk, and 
makes it necessary to provide automatic on-site fire-extinguishing systems 
and other protection measures to protect occupants and property. 

 

III. Geological Conditions 
 

       The Orange County region is a densely populated area that has buildings 
constructed over and near a vast and complex network of faults that are believed to 
be capable of producing future earthquakes similar or greater in size that the 1994 
Northridge and the 1971 Sylmar earthquakes.  Earthquake faults run along the 
northeast and southwest boundaries of Orange County.  The Newport-Inglewood 
Fault, located within Orange County was the source of the destructive 1933 Long 
Beach earthquake (6.3 magnitude) which took 120 lives and damaged buildings in 
an area from Laguna Beach to Marina Del Rey to Whittier.  In December 1989, 
another earthquake occurred in the jurisdiction of Irvine at an unknown fault line.  
Regional planning for reoccurrence of earthquakes is recommended by the state of 
California, Department of Conservation. 
 

A. Previous earthquakes have been accompanied by disruption of traffic flow 
and fires.  A severe seismic event has the potential to negatively impact 
any rescue or fire suppression activities because it is likely to create 
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obstacles similar to those indicated under the high wind section above.  
With the probability of strong aftershocks there exists a need to provide 
increased protection for anyone on upper floors of buildings.  The October 
17, 1989, Santa Cruz earthquake resulted in one major fire in the Marina 
District (San Francisco).  When combined with the 34 other fires locally 
and over 500 responses, the department was taxed to its fullest 
capabilities.  The Marina fire was difficult to contain because mains 
supplying water to the district burst during the earthquake.  This situation 
creates the need for both additional fire protection and automatic on-site 
fire protection for building occupants.  State Department of Conservation 
noted in their  1988 report (Planning Scenario on a Major Earthquake on 
the Newport-Inglewood Fault Zone, page 59), “unfortunately, barely 
meeting the minimum earthquake standards of building codes places a 
building on the verge of being legally unsafe.” 

 

B. Road circulation features located throughout the County also make 
amendments reasonably necessary.  Located through the County are 
major roadways, highways and flood control channels that create barriers 
and slow response times.  Hills, slopes, street and storm drain design 
accompanies with occasional heavy rainfall, causes roadway flooding and 
landslides and at times may make an emergency access route 
impassable.  There are areas in Orange County that naturally have 
extended emergency response times that exceed the 5 minute goal. 

 

C. Soils throughout the County possess corrosive properties that reduce the 
expected usable life of water services when metallic pipes in contact with 
soils are utilized.  

 

D. Portions of the County contain active or former oil production fields.  
These areas contain a variety of naturally occurring gasses, liquids and 
vapors.  These compounds present toxicity or flammability hazards to 
building occupants.  Evaluation of these hazards and the risks they pose 
to development is necessary implement appropriate mitigation.  

 

Due to the topographical conditions of sprawling development separated by waterways 
and narrow and congested streets and the expected infrastructure damage inherent in 
seismic zone described above, it is prudent to rely on automatic fire sprinkler systems to 
mitigate extended fire department response time and keep fires manageable with 
reduced fire flow (water) requirements for a given structures.  Additional fire protection 
is also justified to match the current resources of firefighting equipment and personnel 
within the Orange County Fire Authority. 

 

Additional amendments have been made to the Code and other supplementary codes. 
Such amendments are hereby found to be either administrative or procedural in nature 
or concern themselves with subjects not covered in such codes. The changes made 
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include provisions making each of said codes compatible with other codes enforced by 
the City. 

 

The findings above are applicable to amendments to the 2013 California Fire Code as 
follows: 
 

CODE 
SECTION 

TITLE (Clarification) FINDINGS 
I,II,III 

109.4 Violation penalties 
 

Admin 

109.4.2 Infraction 
 

Admin 

109.4.3 Misdemeanor 
 

Admin 

202 General definitions (Flow-Line, Hazardous Fire 
Area, EHLF) 
 

Admin 

305.5 Chimney spark arrestors I & II 

305.6 Outdoor fires I & II 

305.6.1 Where prohibited I & II 

305.6.1.1 Fuel Modification Area I & II 

305.6.1.2 Supervision I & II 

305.6.2 Hazardous conditions I & II 

305.6.3 Disposal of rubbish I & II 

307.6 Outdoor Fireplaces, Fire Pits, Fire Rings, and 
Outdoor Fireplaces 
 

I & II 

307.6.1 Gas-fueled devices I & II 

307.6.2 Devices using wood or fuels other than natural gas 
or LPG 
 

I & II 

307.6.2.1 Where prohibited I & II 

319 Development on or near land containing or emitting 
toxic, combustible or flammable liquids, gases or 
vapors 

III 
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320 Fuel modification requirements for new 
construction 
 

N/A 

321 Clearance of brush or vegetation growth from 
roadways 
 

N/A 

322 Unusual circumstances N/A 

323 Use of equipment N/A 

323.1 Spark arrestors N/A 

324 Restricted entry (In hazardous area) N/A 

325 Trespassing on posted property N/A 

326 Sky Lanterns or similar devices I & II 

503.2.1 
 
Clarity to 
VHFSZ 

Dimensions (Fire Lanes) N/A 

505.1 Address identification 
 

N/A 

510.1 Emergency responder radio coverage in  new 
buildings 
 

Admin 

510.2 Emergency responder radio coverage in  existing  
buildings 
 

Admin 

510.3 Permit Required 
 

Admin 

510.4 Technical requirements 
 

Admin 

510.5 Installation requirements 
 

Admin 

510.6 Maintenance 
 

Admin 

608.1 Scope (Battery Systems) Admin 

608.10 Indoor charging of electric carts/cars III-A 
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903.2 Where required (Sprinklers) II & III-B 

903.2.8  Group R (Sprinklers) II-B & III-B 

903.3.5.3 Hydraulically calculated systems I & II  

903.4 
 
 

Sprinkler system supervision and alarms (of 
valves) 

III-A 

905.4 Location of Class I standpipe hose connections III-A 

907.2.13 High-rise buildings (Alarm Systems) 
 

Admin 

907.3.1 Duct smoke detectors 
 

III-A 

907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication system 
 

II &III-A 

2008.1. thru 
2008.1.11 

Emergency Helicopter Landing Facility II & III-A 

2801.2 Permit (Miscellaneous combustible storage) 
 

Admin 

2808.2 Storage site 
 

N/A 

2808.3 Size of piles 
 

N/A 

2808.7 Pile fire protection 
 

N/A 

2808.9 Material-handling equipment 
 

N/A 

2808.11 Temperature control 
 

N/A 

2808.11.2 New material temperature control N/A 

4906.3 Vegetation 
 

N/A 

4908 Fuel modification requirements for new 
construction 
 

N/A 

4909 Explosions and blasting 
 

N/A 

5001.5.2 Hazardous materials inventory statement (HMIS) 
 

Admin 

5003.1.1(1) Maximum allowable quantity per control area 
 

I & III 

5003.1.1.1 Extremely hazardous substances III 
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5003.5 Hazard identification signs 
 

Admin 

5503.4.1 Identification signs (Cryogenic Fluid) 
 

Admin 

5610 Firing (Fireworks) 
 

Admin 

5611 Seizure of fireworks 
 

 
Admin 

5612 Displays (Fireworks) 
 

5613 Retail fireworks 
 

5704.2.3.2 Label or placard (Flammable/Combustible liquid) 
 

Admin 

6004.2.2.7 Treatment systems (Highly toxic & toxic material) 
 

II & III 

Chapter 50 Reference Standards    

      2010 NFPA 13 (Sprinkler Systems) Admin,  II & III  

      2010 NFPA 13-R (Multi-Family Sprinkler 
Systems) 

II & III 

      2010 NFPA 13-D (Single Family Sprinkler 
Systems) 

II & III 

      2007 NFPA 14 (Standpipe Systems) II & III 

      2010 NFPA 24 (Underground Water Supply 
Systems) 

II & III 

      2010 NFPA 72 (Fire Alarm Systems) Admin & II 

 

SECTION 2.  Chapter 5-16 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code is hereby amended by 
repealing Section 5-16.010 in its entirety, and replacing it with a new Section 5-16.010 
to read as follows: 
 
5-16.010 Adoption of the California Fire Code and International Fire Code. 
 

The California Fire Code, 2013 Edition, including Appendices B, BB, C, and CC, based 
on the 2012 Edition of the International Fire Code as published by the International 
Code Council, together with the amendments provided in this chapter, is hereby 
adopted and incorporated by reference, as if set forth at length herein, as the Fire Code 
of the City of Laguna Hills for the purpose of prescribing regulations governing 
conditions hazardous to life and property from fire and explosions. Not less than one 
copy of said code has been filed in the office of the City Clerk and shall be made 
available for public inspection. 
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SECTION 3. Chapter 5-16 of the Laguna Hills Municipal Code is hereby amended by 
repealing Section 5-16.030 in its entirety, and replacing it with a new Section 5-16.030 
to read as follows: 
 

Chapter 1 Scope and Administration is adopted in entirety with the following 

amendments: 

 

Section 109.4 Violation penalties is hereby revised as follows:  

 

109.4 Violation penalties. Persons who shall violate a provision of this code or 
shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, 
alter, repair or do work in violation of the approved construction documents or 
directive of the fire code official, or of a permit or certificate used under provisions 
of this code, shall be guilty of either a misdemeanor, infraction or both as 
prescribed in Section 109.4.2 and 109.4.3.  Penalties shall be as prescribed in 
local ordinance. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been 
served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

 

Section 109.4.2 Infraction is hereby added as follows: 

 

109.4.2 Infraction.  Except as provided in Section 109.4.3, persons operating or 
maintaining any occupancy, premises or vehicle subject to this code that shall 
permit any fire or life safety hazard to exist on premises under their control shall be 
guilty of an infraction. 

 

Section 109.4.3 Misdemeanor is hereby added as follows: 

 

109.4.3 Misdemeanor.  Persons who fail to take immediate action to abate a fire 
or life safety hazard when ordered or notified to do so by the chief or a duly 
authorized representative, or who violate the following sections of this code, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor: 
 

104.11.2 Obstructing operations 

104.11.3 Systems and Devices 

107.5  Overcrowding 

109.3.2  Compliance with Orders and Notices  

111.4  Failure to comply 

305.4  Deliberate or negligent burning 

308.1.2  Throwing or placing sources of ignition 

310.7  Burning Objects 

3104.7  Open or exposed flames 
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Chapter 2 Definitions is adopted in its entirety with the following amendments: 
 
Section 202 General Definitions is hereby revised by adding “Approach-Departure 
Path,” “Emergency Helicopter Landing Facility (EHLF),” “Flow-line,” “Hazardous Fire 
Area,” “Safety Area,” and “Takeoff and Landing Area” and revising “High-Rise Building” as 
follows: 
 

APPROACH-DEPARTURE PATH.  The flight path of the helicopter as it 
approaches or departs from the landing pad. 
 

EMERGENCY HELICOPTER LANDING FACILITY (EHLF). A landing area on 
the roof of a high rise building that is not intended to function as a heliport or 
helistop but is capable of accommodating fire, police, or medical helicopters 
engaged in emergency operations.  
 

FLOW-LINE. The lowest continuous elevation on a curb defined by the path 
traced by a particle in a moving body of water at the bottom of the rolled curb. 
 

HAZARDOUS FIRE AREA. Includes all areas identified within Section 4906.2 
and other areas as determined by the Fire Code Official as presenting a fire 
hazard due to the presence of combustible vegetation, or the proximity of the 
property to an area that contains combustible vegetation.   
 

HIGH-RISE BUILDING.  In other than Group I-2 occupancies, “high-rise 
buildings” as used in this Code: 
 

Existing high-rise structure. A high-rise structure, the construction of which 
is commenced or completed prior to July 1, 1974. 
 
High-rise structure. Every building of any type of construction or occupancy 
having floors used for human occupancy located more than 55 feet above the 
lowest floor level having building access, except buildings used as hospitals 
as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 1250.  
 
New high-rise building.  A high-rise structure, the construction of which is 
commenced on or after July 1, 1974.  For the purpose of this section, 
construction shall be deemed to have commenced when plans and 
specifications are more than 50 percent complete and have been presented 
to the local jurisdiction prior to July 1, 1974.  Unless all provisions of this 
section have been met, the construction of such buildings shall commence on 
or before January 1, 1976. 
 

New high-rise structure. means a high-rise structure, the construction of 
which commenced on or after July 1, 1974. 
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SAFETY AREA. A defined area surrounding the landing pad that is free of 
obstructions. 
 

SKY LANTERN.  An airborne lantern typically made of paper, Mylar, or other 
lightweight material with a wood, plastic, or metal frame containing a candle, fuel 
cell, or other heat source that provides buoyancy.   
 

TAKEOFF AND LANDING AREA. The combination of the landing pad centered 
within the surrounding safety area.  

 

Chapter 3 General Requirements is adopted in its entirety with the following 

amendments: 

 

Section 304.1.2 Vegetation is hereby revised as follows: 

 

304.1.2 Vegetation.  Weeds, grass, vines or other growth that is capable of 
being ignited and endangering property, shall be cut down and removed by the 
owner or occupant of the premises.  Vegetation clearance requirement in urban-
wildland interface areas shall be in accordance with Chapter 49 and OCFA 
vegetation management guidelines. 

 

Section 305.5 Chimney spark arresters is hereby added as follows: 

 

305.5 Chimney spark arresters.  All chimneys attached to any appliance or 
fireplace that burns solid fuel shall be equipped with an approved spark arrester. 
Chimneys serving outdoor appliances or fireplaces shall be equipped with a 
spark arrester.  The spark arrester shall meet the requirements of Section 
2113.9.2 of the California Building Code.  

 

Section 305.6 Outdoor fires is hereby added as follows: 

 

305.6 Outdoor fires.  Outdoor fires shall be in accordance with Sections 305, 
307, and 308 and with other applicable sections of this code. 

 

305.6.1 Where prohibited.  Outdoor fires shall not be built, ignited or 
maintained in fuel modification areas, Wildfire Risk Areas (WRA) and adopted 
Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) or Special Fire Protection Areas (SFPA) 
or other locations where conditions could cause the spread of fire to the 
WRA, SFPA or FHSZ, except by permit from the fire code official.   

 

Exceptions: A permit is not required for the following: 
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1. Fires in approved outdoor or portable fireplaces, fire pits, fire rings 
and similar devices at Group R occupancies that are installed and 
used in accordance with this code. 
 

2. Outdoor fires at inhabited premises or official organized campsites 
or parks when located in a permanent or portable barbeque or grill, 
incinerator, or outdoor fireplace located at least 30 feet from 
combustible vegetation. 
 

3. Installations or uses approved by the fire code official. 
 

305.6.1.1  Fuel Modification Areas.  Outdoor fires using wood or other 
solid fuel shall not be built, ignited or maintained in a fuel modification 
area. 

 

305.6.1.2  Supervision. Where a permit is issued or when allowed under 
the exceptions to Section 305.6.1, such fires shall be supervised by a 
person 18 years of age or older.    

 

305.6.2 Hazardous conditions.  Outdoor fires are not allowed when 
predicted sustained winds exceed 8 MPH during periods when relative humidity 
is less than 25%, or a red flag condition has been declared or public 
announcement is made, when an official sign was caused to be posted by the 
fire code official, or when such fires present a hazard as determined by the fire 
code official. 

 

305.6.3 Disposal of rubbish.  Rubbish, trash or combustible waste material 
shall be burned only within an approved incinerator and in accordance with 
Section 307.2.1. 

 

Section 307 OPEN BURNING, RECREATIONAL FIRES AND PORTABLE OUTDOOR 
FIREPLACES is hereby amended as follows: 
 

SECTION 307 OPEN BURNING, RECREATIONAL FIRES, FIRE PITS, FIRE 
RINGS, AND OUTDOOR FIREPLACES 

 

307.6 Outdoor Fireplaces, Fire Pits, Fire Rings, or similar devices used at 
Group R Occupancies.  Outdoor fireplaces, fire pits, fire rings, or similar exterior 
devices used at Group R shall comply with this section. 
 

Exception: Barbeques, grills, and other portable devices intended for cooking.   

 

307.6.1 Gas-fueled devices.  Outdoor fireplaces, fire pits and similar devices 
fueled by natural gas or liquefied-petroleum gas are allowed when approved 
by the Building Department and the device is designed to only burn a gas 
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flame and not wood or other solid fuel.   At R-3 occupancies, combustible 
construction shall not be located within three feet of an atmospheric column 
that extends vertically from the perimeter of the device.   At other R 
occupancies, the minimum distance shall be ten feet.   Where a permanent 
Building Department approved hood and vent is installed, combustible 
construction may encroach upon this column between the bottom of the hood 
and the vent opening.   Where chimneys or vents are installed, they shall 
have a spark arrester in accordance with Section 305.5.   
 

307.6.2 Devices using wood or fuels other than natural gas or liquefied-
petroleum gas.  Fireplaces burning wood or other solid fuel shall be 
constructed in accordance with the California Building Code and Section 
305.5.  Fires in a fireplace shall be contained within a firebox with an attached 
chimney.  The opening in the face of the firebox shall have an installed and 
maintained method of arresting sparks.  The burning of wood or other solid 
fuel in a device is not allowed within 15 feet of combustible structures, unless 
within a permanent or portable fireplace.   Conditions which could cause a fire 
to spread within 25 feet of a structure or to vegetation shall be eliminated prior 
to ignition. Fires in devices burning wood or solid fuel shall be managed per 
Section 307.5. 

 

307.6.2.1 Where prohibited.  The burning of wood and other solid fuels 
shall not be conducted within a fuel modification zone.   Wood and other 
solid fuel burning fires in devices other than permanent fireplaces are not 
allowed within Wildfire Risk Areas (WRA) and adopted Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones (FHSZ) and Special Fire Protection Areas (SFPA) or in 
locations where conditions could cause the spread of fire to the WRA or 
FHSZ, unless determined by the Fire Code Official that the location or 
design of the device should reasonably prevent the start of a wildfire.   

 

Section 319 Development on or Near Land Containing or Emitting Toxic, 
Combustible or Flammable Liquids, Gases or Vapors is hereby added as follows: 
 

319  Development On Or Near Land Containing Or Emitting Toxic, 
Combustible or Flammable Liquids, Gases or Vapors.  The fire code official 
may require the submittal for approval of geological studies, evaluations, reports, 
remedial recommendations and/or similar documentation from a state-licensed 
and department-approved individual or firm, on any parcel of land to be 
developed which has, or is adjacent to, or within 1,000 feet (304.8 m) of a parcel 
of land that has an active, inactive, or abandoned oil or gas well operation, 
petroleum or chemical refining facility, petroleum or chemical storage, or may 
contain or give off toxic, combustible or flammable liquids, gases or vapors. 
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Section 320 Fuel Modification Requirements for New Construction is hereby added 
as follows: 
 

320 Fuel Modification Requirements for New Construction.  All new buildings 
to be built or installed in areas with or adjacent to land having hazardous 
combustible vegetation shall comply with the requirements in the edition of OCFA 
Vegetation Management Guidelines currently in use at the time of plan submittal. 

 

Section 321 Clearance of brush or vegetation growth from roadways is hereby 
added as follows: 
 

321 Clearance of brush or vegetation growth from roadways. The fire code 
official is authorized to cause areas within 10 feet (3048 mm) on each side of 
portions of highways and private streets which are improved, designed or ordinarily 
used for vehicular traffic, to be cleared of flammable vegetation and other 
combustible growth.  Measurement shall be from the flow-line or the end of the 
improved edge of the roadway surfaces.  
  

Exception: Single specimens of trees, ornamental shrubbery or cultivated ground 
cover such as green grass, ivy, succulents or similar plants used as ground 
covers, provided that they do not form a means of readily transmitting fire.  

 

Section 322 Unusual Circumstances is hereby added as follows: 

 

322 Unusual circumstances. The fire code official may suspend enforcement of 
the vegetation management requirements and require reasonable alternative 
measures designed to advance the purpose of this code if determined that in any 
specific case that any of the following conditions exist:  

1. Difficult terrain. 

2. Danger of erosion. 

3. Presence of plants included in any state and federal resources 
agencies, California Native Plant Society and county-approved list of 
wildlife, plants, rare, endangered and/or threatened species.  

4. Stands or groves of trees or heritage trees. 

5. Other unusual circumstances that make strict compliance with the 
clearance of vegetation provisions undesirable or impractical. 

 

Section 323 Use of Equipment is hereby added as follows: 

 

323 Use of equipment. Except as otherwise provided in this section, no person 
shall use, operate, or cause to be operated in, upon or adjoining any hazardous 
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fire area any internal combustion engine which uses hydrocarbon fuels, unless the 
engine is equipped with a spark arrester as defined in Section 323.1 maintained in 
effective working order, or the engine is constructed, equipped and maintained for 
the prevention of fire. 

Exceptions: 

1. Engines used to provide motor power for trucks, truck tractors, buses, 
and passenger vehicles, except motorcycles, are not subject to this 
section if the exhaust system is equipped with a muffler as defined in the 
Vehicle Code of the State of California.  
 

2. Turbocharged engines are not subject to this section if all exhausted 
gases pass through the rotating turbine wheel, there is no exhaust 
bypass to the atmosphere, and the turbocharger is in good mechanical 
condition 

Section 323.1 Spark Arresters is hereby added as follows: 

 

323.1 Spark arresters. Spark arresters shall comply with the following: 

1. A spark arrester is a device constructed of nonflammable material 
specifically for the purpose of removing and retaining carbon and other 
flammable particles over 0.0232 of an inch (0.58 mm) in size from the 
exhaust flow of an internal combustion engine that uses hydrocarbon 
fuels or which is qualified and rated by the United States Forest Service. 
 

2. Spark arresters affixed to the exhaust system of engines or vehicles 
subject to Section 322 shall not be placed or mounted in such a manner 
as to allow flames or heat from the exhaust system to ignite any 
flammable material. 

Section 324 Restricted Entry is hereby added as follows: 

 

324 Restricted entry. The fire code official shall determine and publicly announce 
when hazardous fire areas shall be closed to entry and when such areas shall 
again be opened to entry. Entry on and occupation of hazardous fire areas, except 
public roadways, inhabited areas or established trails and camp sites which have 
not been closed during such time when the hazardous fire area is closed to entry, 
is prohibited. 

 Exceptions: 

1.   Residents and owners of private property within hazardous fire areas 
and their invitees and guests going to or being upon their lands. 

2.   Entry, in the course of duty, by peace or police officers, and other duly 
authorized public officers, members of a fire department and members 
of the United States Forest Service. 
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Section 325 Trespassing on posted property is hereby added as follows: 

 

325 Trespassing on posted property.  When the fire code official determines 
that a specific area within a hazardous fire area presents an exceptional and 
continuing fire danger because of the density of natural growth, difficulty of terrain, 
proximity to structures or accessibility to the public, such areas shall be closed until 
changed conditions warrant termination of closure. Such areas shall be posted as 
hereinafter provided. 

1. Signs. Approved signs prohibiting entry by unauthorized persons and 
referring to applicable fire code chapters shall be placed on every closed 
area.  

2. Trespassing. Entering and remaining within areas closed and posted is 
prohibited. 

 

Exception:  Owners and occupiers of private or public property within closed and 
posted areas, their guests or invitees, and local, state and federal public officers 
and their authorized agents acting in the course of duty. 

 
Section 326 Sky Lanterns or similar devices is hereby added as follows: 

 

326 Sky Lanterns or similar devices.  The ignition and/or launching of a Sky 
Lantern or similar device is prohibited. 

 

Exception: Upon approval of the fire code official, sky lanterns may be used as 
necessary for religious or cultural ceremonies providing that adequate 
safeguards have been taken as approved by the fire code official. Sky Lanterns 
must be tethered in a safe manner to prevent them from leaving the area and 
must be constantly attended until extinguished. 

 

Chapter 4 Emergency Planning and Preparedness.  The following sections are hereby 

adopted:  

 

1. 401 
2. 401.3.4 
3. 401.9 
4. 402 
5. 403 
6. 404.6 – 404.7.6 
7. 407 
8. 408.3.1 – 408.3.2 
9. 408.12 – 408.12.3 

 

Chapter 5 Fire Service Features is adopted in its entirety with the following 

amendments: 
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Section 503.2.1 Dimensions is revised as follows:  

  

503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed 
width of not less than 20 feet (6096 mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for 
approved security gates in accordance with Section 503.6, and an unobstructed 
vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm).  Street widths are 
to be measured from top face of curb to top face of curb, on streets with curb and 
gutter, and from flow-line to flow-line on streets with rolled curbs.  
 

Section 503.2.1.1 Hazardous Fire Area is added as follows:   

 

503.2.1.1 Hazardous Fire Areas. In Hazardous Fire Areas the minimum fire 
apparatus road width shall be 28 feet (8530 mm). The width shall be maintained 
to an approved point outside of the Hazardous Fire Area.   
 

Exception:  When the road serves no more than three dwelling units and the 
road does not exceed 150 feet in length, the road width may be 24 feet (7300 
mm).  This length may be increased to 400 feet where serving no more than 
three dwelling units and all structures accessed from the roadway are protected 
by automatic fire sprinklers. 

 

Section 505.1 Address Identification is revised as follows: 

 

505.1 Address identification. New and existing buildings shall have approved 
address numbers, building numbers or approved building identification placed in 
a position that is plainly legible and visible from the street or road fronting the 
property. These numbers shall contrast with their background. Where required by 
the fire code official, address numbers shall be provided in additional approved 
locations to facilitate emergency response.  Address numbers shall be Arabic 
numbers or alphabetical letters. Numbers shall be a minimum of 4 inches (101.6 
mm) high with a minimum stroke width of 0.5 inch (12.7 mm) for R-3 
occupancies, for all other occupancies the numbers shall be a minimum of 6 
inches high with a minimum stroke width of 1 inch. Where access is by means of 
a private road and the building cannot be viewed from the public way, a 
monument, pole or other sign or means shall be used to identify the structure.  
Address numbers shall be maintained. 

 

Section 510.1 Emergency responder radio coverage is revised as follows: 

 

510.1 Emergency responder radio coverage in new buildings. All new 
buildings shall have approved radio coverage for emergency responders within 
the building based upon the existing coverage levels of the public safety 
communication systems of the jurisdiction at the exterior of the building. This 
section shall not require improvement of the existing public safety communication 
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systems.  The Emergency responder radio coverage system shall comply with 
one of the following: 
 

1. An emergency radio system installed in accordance with the local 
authority having jurisdiction’s ordinance. 
 

2. An emergency radio coverage system installed in accordance with 
Orange County Fire Authority’s Emergency Responder Digital Radio 
Guideline. 

 
Exceptions: 

 

1. Where it is determined by the fire code official that the radio coverage 
system is not needed. 
 

2. In facilities where emergency responder radio coverage is required and 
such systems, components or equipment could have a negative impact 
on normal operations of the facility, the fire code official shall have the 
authority to accept an automatically activated emergency responder 
radio coverage system. 
 

Sections 510.2; 510.3; 510.4; 510.5; 510.6 are hereby deleted without replacement; 

 

Chapter 6 Building Services and Systems is adopted in its entirety with the following 

amendments 

 

Section 608.1 Scope is hereby amended as follows: 

 

608.1 Scope. Stationary storage battery systems having an electrolyte capacity 
of more than 50 gallons (189 L) for flooded lead acid, nickel cadmium (Ni-Cd) 
and valve-regulated lead acid (VRLA), or 1,000 pounds (454 kg) for lithium-ion  
and lithium metal polymer, used for facility standby power, emergency power or 
uninterruptible power supplies shall comply with this section and Table 608.1.  
Indoor charging systems for electric carts/cars with more than 50 gallons (189 L) 
aggregate quantity shall comply with Section 608.10.  

 

Section 608.10 Indoor charging of electric carts/cars is hereby added as follows: 

 

608.10 Indoor charging of electric carts/cars. Indoor charging of electric 
carts/cars where the combined volume of all battery electrolyte exceeds 50 
gallons shall comply with following: 
 

1. Spill control and neutralization shall be provided and comply with 
Section 608.5. 
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2. Room ventilation shall be provided and comply with Section 608.6.1 
 
3. Signage shall be provided and comply with Section 608.7.1 
 
4. Smoke detection shall be provided and comply with Section 907.2 

Chapter 7 Fire-Resistance-Rated Construction is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 

 

Chapter 8 Interior Finish, Decorative Materials and Furnishings is adopted in its 

entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 9 Fire Protection Systems is adopted in its entirety with the following 

amendments:  

 

Section 903.2 Where required is hereby revised as follows: 

 

903.2 Where required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in buildings and 
structures shall be provided when one of the following conditions exists: 

1. New buildings: Notwithstanding any applicable provisions of Sections 
903.2.1 through 903.2.19, an automatic fire-extinguishing system shall 
also be installed in all occupancies when the total building area exceeds 
5,000 square feet (465 m2) as defined in Section 202, regardless of fire 
areas or allowable area, or is more than two stories in height. 

 

2. Existing buildings: Notwithstanding any applicable provisions of this 
code, an automatic sprinkler system shall be provided in an existing 
building when an addition occurs and one of the following conditions 
exists:  

 
a. When an addition is 33% or more of the existing building area, and the 

resulting building area exceeds 5000 square feet (465 m2) as defined 
in Section 202; or 
 

b. When an addition exceeds 2000 square feet (186 m2) and the resulting 
building area exceeds 5000 square feet (465 m2) as defined in Section 
202; or 

 
c. An additional story is added above the second floor regardless of fire 

areas or allowable area. 
 

Exception: Group R-3 occupancies shall comply with Section 903.2.8.  
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Section 903.2.8 Group R is hereby revised as follows: 

 

903.2.8 Group R.  An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with 
Section 903.3 shall be provided throughout all buildings with a Group R fire area 
as follows: 
 

1. New buildings:   An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout all new buildings. 

 
2. Existing buildings:  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 

throughout when one of the following conditions exists:  
 

a. When an addition is 33% or more of the existing building area as 
defined in Section 202, and greater than 1000 square feet (93 m2) 
within a two year period; or 
 

b. An addition when the existing building is already provided with 
automatic sprinklers; or 
 

c. When an existing Group R Occupancy is being substantially 
renovated, and where the scope of the renovation is such that the 
Building Code Official determines that the complexity of installing a 
sprinkler system would be similar as in a new building. 
 

Section 903.3.5.3 Hydraulically calculated systems is hereby added as follows: 

903.3.5.3 Hydraulically calculated systems.  The design of hydraulically 
calculated fire sprinkler systems shall not exceed 90% of the water supply 
capacity. 
 

Exception: When static pressure exceeds 100 psi, and required by the Fire 
Code Official, the fire sprinkler system shall not exceed water supply capacity 
specified by Table 903.3.5.3  
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Section 903.4 Sprinkler system supervision and alarms is hereby revised by 

deleting item 3 and 5, and renumbering the Exceptions as follows: 

 

1. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting one- and two-family dwellings.  

  

2. Limited area systems serving fewer than 20 sprinklers. 

 

3. Jockey pump control valves that are sealed or locked in the open position. 

 

4. Valves controlling the fuel supply to fire pump engines that are sealed or 
locked in the open position. 
 

5. Trim valves to pressure switches in dry, preaction and deluge sprinkler 
systems that are sealed or locked in the open position. 

 

Section 905.4 Location of Class I standpipe hose connections is hereby amended 
by adding item 7 as follows: 
 

7. The centerline of the 2.5 inch (63.5 mm) outlet shall be no less than 18 inches 
(457.2 mm) and no more than 24 inches above the finished floor. 
 

Section 907.2.13 High-rise buildings is hereby revised as follows: 

 

 907.2.13 High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied 

floors located more than  55 feet above the lowest level of fire department 

vehicle access. High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied 

floors located more than 55 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 

access shall be provided with an automatic smoke detection system in 
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Hydraulically Calculated Systems 
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accordance with Section 907.2.13.1, a fire department communication system in 

accordance with Section 907.2.13.2 and an emergency voice/alarm 

communication system in accordance with Section 907.6.2.2. 

 

Exceptions: 

 

1. Airport traffic control towers in accordance with Section 907.2.22 and 
Section 412 of the California Building Code. 
 

2. Open parking garages in accordance with Section 406.5 of the 
California Building Code. 
 

3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 
303.1 of the California Building Code. 
 

4. Low-hazard special occupancies in accordance with Section 503.1.1 of 
the California Building Code. 
 

5. In Group I-2 and R-2.1 occupancies, the alarm shall sound at a 
constantly attended location and occupant notification shall be 
broadcast by the emergency voice/alarm communication system 

 

Section 907.3.1 Duct smoke detectors is hereby amended as follows: 

 

907.3.1 Duct smoke detectors. Smoke detectors installed in ducts shall be 
listed for the air velocity, temperature and humidity present in the duct. Duct 
smoke detectors shall be connected to the building’s fire alarm control unit when 
a fire alarm system is installed. Activation of a duct smoke detector shall initiate a 
visible and audible supervisory signal at a constantly attended location and shall 
perform the intended fire safety function in accordance with this code and the 
California Mechanical Code. Duct smoke detectors shall not be used as a 
substitute for required open area detection. 
 

Exception:  In occupancies not required to be equipped with a fire alarm system, 
actuation of a smoke detector shall activate a visible and an audible signal in an 
approved location. Smoke detector trouble conditions shall activate a visible or 
audible signal in an approved location and shall be identified as air duct detector 
trouble.  

 

Section 907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication systems is revised as 
follows.   
 

907.5.2.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication systems. Emergency 
voice/alarm communication systems required by this code shall be designed and 
installed in accordance with NFPA 72.  The operation of any automatic fire 
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detector, sprinkler waterflow device or manual fire alarm box shall automatically 
sound an alert tone followed by voice instructions giving approved information 
and directions for a general or staged evacuation in accordance with the 
building’s fire safety and evacuation plans required by Section 404. In high-rise 
buildings and Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors located more than 
55 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, the system shall 
operate on a minimum of the alarming floor, the floor above and the floor below. 
Speakers shall be provided throughout the building by paging zones. At a 
minimum, paging zones shall be provided as follows: 
 

1. Elevator groups. 
2. Exit stairways. 
3. Each floor. 
4. Areas of refuge as defined in Chapter 2. 
5. Dwelling units in apartment houses. 
6. Hotel guest rooms or suites. 

 

Exception: In Group I-2 and R-2.1occupancies, the alarm shall sound in a 
constantly attended area and a general occupant notification shall be broadcast 
over the overhead page. 

 

Section 907.6.3.2 High-rise buildings is revised as follows.   

 

907.6.3.2 High-rise buildings.  High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies 
having occupied floors located more than 55 feet above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access, a separate zone by floor shall be provided for all of 
the following types of alarm-initiating devices where provided: 
 

1. Smoke detectors. 
2. Sprinkler water-flow devices. 
3. Manual fire alarm boxes 
4. Other approved types of automatic detection devices or suppression 

systems. 
 

Section 907.6.5 Monitoring is revised as follows: 
 

907.6.5 Monitoring.  Fire alarm systems required by this chapter or by the 
California Building Code shall be monitored by an approved supervising station in 
accordance with NFPA 72, this section, and per Orange County Fire Authority 
Guideline “New and Existing Fire Alarm & Signaling Systems.” 

 

Chapter 10 Means of Egress is adopted in its entirety without amendments 

 

Chapter 11 Construction Requirements for Existing Buildings.  The following 

sections are hereby adopted:  
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1. 1103.7 
2. 1103.7.3 
3. 1103.7.3.1 
4. 1103.7.8 – 1103.7.8.2 
5. 1103.7.9 – 1103.7.9.10 
6. 1103.8 – 1103.8.5.3 
7. 1106 

 

Chapter 20 Aviation Facilities is adopted in its entirety with the following amendments: 

 

Section 2008 Emergency Helicopter Landing Facility (EHLF) and its 
subsections are hereby added as follows:2008 Emergency Helicopter Landing 
Facility (EHLF) 

 

2008.1 General. Every building of any type of construction or occupancy 
having floors used for human occupancy located more than 75 ft above the 
lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall have a rooftop emergency 
helicopter landing facility (EHLF) in a location approved by the fire code 
official for use by fire, police, and emergency medical helicopters only. 

 

2008.1.1  Rooftop Landing Pad. The landing pad shall be 50 ft. x 50 ft. or 
a 50 ft. diameter circle that is pitched or sloped to provide drainage away 
from access points and passenger holding areas at a slope of 0.5 percent 
to 2 percent. The landing pad surface shall be constructed of approved 
non-combustible, nonporous materials. It shall be capable of supporting a 
helicopter with a maximum gross weight of 15,000 lbs. For structural 
design requirements, see California Building Code.  
  

2008.1.2  Approach-Departure Path. The emergency helicopter landing  
facility shall have two approach-departure paths separated from each 
other by at least 90 degrees. No objects shall penetrate above the 
approach-departure paths.  The approach-departure path begins at the 
edge of the landing pad, with the same width or diameter as the landing 
pad and rises outward and upward at a ratio of eight feet horizontal 
distance for every one foot of vertical height. 
 

2008.1.3  Safety Area. The safety area is a horizontal plane level with the 
landing pad surface and shall extend 25 ft in all directions from the edge of 
the landing pad. No objects shall penetrate above the plane of the safety 
area. 
 

2008.1.4  Safety Net.  If the rooftop landing pad is elevated more than 30 
in. (2'-6") above the adjoining surfaces, a 6 ft in wide horizontal safety net 
capable of supporting 25 lbs/sf shall be provided around the perimeter of 
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the landing pad. The inner edge of the safety net attached to the landing 
pad shall be slightly dropped (greater than 5 in. but less than 18 in.) below 
the pad elevation. The safety net shall slope upward but the outer safety 
net edge shall not be above the elevation of the landing pad.  
 

2008.1.5 Take-off and Landing Area. The takeoff and landing area shall 
be free of obstructions and 100 ft x 100 ft. or 100 ft. diameter. 
 

2008.1.6  Wind Indicating Device. An approved wind indicating device 
shall be provided but shall not extend into the safety area or the approach-
departure paths. 
 

2008.1.7 Special Markings. The emergency helicopter landing facility 
shall be marked as indicated in Figure 2008.1.7. 
 

2008.1.8 EHLF Exits. Two stairway exits shall be provided from the landing 
platform area to the roof surface.  For landing areas less than 2,501 square 
feet in area, the second exit may be a fire escape or ladder leading to the 
roof surface  below. The stairway from the landing facility platform to the 
floor below shall comply with Section 1009.7.2 for riser height and tread 
depth. Handrails shall be provided, but shall not extend above the platform 
surface.  
 

2008.1.9 Standpipe systems. The standpipe system shall be extended to 
the roof level on which the EHLF is located. All portions of the EHLF area 
shall be within 150 feet of a 2.5-inch outlet on a Class I or III standpipe. 
 

2008.1.10 Fire extinguishers. A minimum of one portable fire extinguisher 
having a minimum 80-B:C rating shall be provided and located near the 
stairway or ramp to the landing pad.  The fire extinguisher cabinets shall not 
penetrate the approach-departure paths, or the safety area. Installation, 
inspection, and maintenance of extinguishers shall be in accordance with 
the CFC, Section 906. 
 

2008.1.11 EHLF.  Fueling, maintenance, repairs, or storage of helicopters 
is prohibited.   
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Chapter 21 Dry Cleaning is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 22 Combustible Dust-Producing Operations is adopted in its entirety 

without amendments. 

 

Chapter 23 Motor Fuel-Dispensing Facilities and Repair Garages is adopted in its 

entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 24 Flammable Finishes is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 
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Chapter 25 Fruit and Crop Ripening is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 26 Fumigation and Thermal Insecticidal Fogging is adopted in its entirety 

without amendments. 

 

Chapter 27 Semiconductor Fabrication Facilities is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 

 

Chapter 28 Lumber Yards and Woodworking Facilities is adopted in its entirety with 

the following amendments: 

 

Section 2801.2 Permit is hereby revised by adding the following statement to the last 
sentence: 
 

2801.2 Permit. Permits shall be required as set forth in Section 105.6. For 
Miscellaneous Combustible Storage Permit, see Section 105.6.29. 

 

Section 2808.2 Storage site is hereby revised as follows:  

 

2808.2 Storage site. Storage sites shall be level and on solid ground or other all-
weather surface.  Sites shall be thoroughly cleaned and approval from the fire 
code official obtained before transferring products to the site. 

 

Section 2808.3 Size of piles is hereby revised as follows:  

 

2808.3 Size of piles. Piles shall not exceed 15 feet (4572 mm) in height, 50 feet 
(15 240 mm) in width and 100 feet (30 480 mm) in length. 
 

Section 2808.7 Pile fire protection is hereby revised by adding the following statement 
to the last sentence:  
 

2808.7 Pile fire protection. Automatic sprinkler protection shall be provided in 
conveyor tunnels and combustible enclosures that pass under a pile. 
Combustible conveyor systems and enclosed conveyor systems shall be 
equipped with an approved automatic sprinkler system. Oscillating sprinklers with 
a sufficient projectile reach are required to maintain a 40% to 60% moisture 
content and wet down burning/smoldering areas. 

 

Section 2808.9 Material-handling equipment is hereby revised by adding the 
following sentence at the beginning of the section: 
 

2808.9 Material-handling equipment.  All material handling equipment operated 
by an internal combustion engine shall be provided and maintained with an 
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approved spark arrester. Approved material-handling equipment shall be 
available for moving wood chips, hogged material, wood fines and raw product 
during fire-fighting operations. 
 

Section 2808.11 Temperature control is hereby added as follows: 

 

2808.11 Temperature control. The temperature shall be monitored and 
maintained as specified in Sections 2808.11.1 and 2808.11.2. 
 

Section 2808.11.1 Pile temperature control is hereby added as follows: 

 

2808.11.1 Pile temperature control. Piles shall be rotated when the internal 
temperature readings are in excess of 165 degrees Fahrenheit.  

 

Section 2808.11.2  New material temperature control is hereby added as follows: 

 

2808.11.2  New material temperature control. New loads delivered to the 
facility shall be inspected and tested at the facility entry prior to taking delivery.  
Material with temperature exceeding 165 degrees Fahrenheit shall not be 
accepted on the site.  New loads shall be monitored to verify that the temperature 
remains stable.  

 

Chapter 29 Manufacture of Organic Coatings is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 

 

Chapter 30 Industrial Ovens is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 31 Tents and Other Membrane Structures is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 

 

Chapter 32 High-Piled Combustible Storage is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 

 

Chapter 33 Fire Safety During Construction and Demolition is adopted in its entirety 

without amendments. 

 

Chapter 34 Tire Rebuilding and Tire Storage is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 

 

Chapter 35 Welding and Other Hot Work is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 
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Chapter 36 Marinas is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 48 Motion Picture and Television Production Studio Sound Stages, 

Approved Production Facilities and Production Locations is adopted in its entirety 

without amendments. 

 

Chapter 49 Requirements for Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Areas is adopted in its 

entirety with the following amendments: 

 

Section 4906.3 Vegetation is hereby revised by adding Section “(5)” as follows: 

 

(5) OCFA Vegetation Management Guidelines. 

 

Section 4908 Fuel Modification Requirements for New Construction is hereby added 
as follows: 
 

4908 Fuel Modification Requirements for New Construction.  All new buildings 

to be built or installed in hazardous fire areas shall comply with the following: 

1. Preliminary fuel modification plans shall be submitted to and approved by 
the fire code official concurrent with the submittal for approval of any 
tentative map. 
 

2. Final fuel modification plans shall be submitted to and approved by the fire 
code official prior to the issuance of a grading permit. 

2.1 The fuel modification plan shall include provisions for the maintenance 
of the fuel modification for perpetuity.  

3. The fuel modification plans shall meet the criteria set forth in the Fuel 
Modification Section of the Orange County Fire Authority Vegetation 
Management Guidelines. 

4. The fuel modification plan may be altered if conditions change.  Any 
alterations to the fuel modification areas shall have prior approval from the 
fire code official. 

 

5. All elements of the fuel modification plan shall be maintained in accordance 
with the approved plan and are subject to the enforcement process outlined 
in the Fire Code. 

 

Chapter 50 Hazardous Materials – General Provisions is adopted in its entirely with 

the following amendments. 
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Section 5001.5.2 Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement (HMIS) is hereby 
amended by modifying the starting paragraph as follows:  
 

5001.5.2 Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement (HMIS).  Where required 
by the fire code official, an application for a permit shall include Orange County 
Fire Authority’s Chemical Classification Packet, which shall be completed and 
approved prior to approval of plans, and/or the storage, use or handling of 
chemicals on the premises.  The Chemical Classification Packet shall include the 
following information: 

1. Product Name 

2. Component 

3. Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) number 

4. Location where stored or used. 

5. Container size 

6. Hazard classification 

7. Amount in storage 

8. Amount in use-closed systems 

9. Amount in use-open systems. 

 

Table 5003.1.1(1) Maximum Allowable Quantity per Control Area of Hazardous 
Materials Posing a Physical Hazard is hereby amended by deleting Footnote K 
without replacement. 
 

Section 5003.1.1.1 Extremely Hazardous Substances is hereby added as follows: 

 

5003.1.1.1 Extremely Hazardous Substances.  No person shall use or store 
any amount of extremely hazardous substances (EHS) in excess of the 
disclosable amounts (see Health and Safety Code Section 25500 et al) in a 
residential zoned or any residentially developed property. 

 

Section 5003.5 Hazard identification signs is hereby amended by modifying the 
NFPA standard as follows: 
 

5003.5  Hazard identification signs. Unless otherwise exempted by the fire 
code official, visible hazard identification signs as specified in the Orange County 
Fire Authority Signage Guidelines for the specific material contained shall be 
placed on stationary containers and above-ground tanks and at entrances to 
locations where hazardous materials are stored, dispensed, used or handled in 
quantities requiring a permit and at specific entrances and locations designated 
by the fire code official.  
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Chapter 51 Aerosols is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 52 Combustible Fibers is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 53 Compressed Gases is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 54 Corrosive materials is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 55 Cryogenic Fluids is adopted in its entirety with the following amendment: 

 

Section 5503.4.1 Identification signs is hereby revised as follows:  

 

5503.4.1 Identification signs. Visible hazard identification signs in accordance 
with the Orange County Fire Authority Signage Guidelines shall be provided at 
entrances to buildings or areas in which cryogenic fluids are stored, handled or 
used. 

 

Chapter 56 Explosives and Fireworks California Fire Code Chapter 56 is adopted in 

its entirety with the following amendments: 

 

Section 5601.2 Retail Fireworks is hereby added as follows: 

 

5601.2 Retail Fireworks. The storage, use, sale, possession, and handling of 
fireworks 1.4G (commonly referred to as Safe & Sane) and fireworks 1.3G is 
prohibited. 
  

Exception: Fireworks 1.4G and fireworks 1.3G may be part of an electrically 
fired public display when permitted and conducted by a licensed pyrotechnic 
operator. 

 

Section 5601.3 Seizure of Fireworks is hereby added as follows: 

 

5601.3 Seizure of Fireworks. The fire code official shall have the authority to 
seize, take, remove all fireworks stored, sold, offered for sale, used or handled in 
violation of the provisions of Title 19 CCR, Chapter 6.  Any seizure or removal 
pursuant to this section shall be in compliance with all applicable statutory, 
constitutional, and decisional law. 

 

Section 5602 Explosives and blasting is hereby added as follows: 

 

5602 Explosives and blasting. Explosives shall not be possessed, kept, stored, 
sold, offered for sale, given away, used, discharged, transported or disposed of 
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within wildland-urban interface areas, or hazardous fire areas except by permit 
from the fire code official. 

 

Section 5608.1 General is hereby revised as follows: 

 

5608.1 General. Outdoor fireworks displays, use of pyrotechnics before a 
proximate audience and pyrotechnic special effects in theatrical and group 
entertainment productions shall comply with California Code of Regulations, Title 
19, Division 1, Chapter 6 Fireworks, the Orange County Fire Authority Guidelines 
for Public Fireworks Displays, and with the conditions of the permit as approved 
by the fire code official. 

 

Section 5608.2 Firing is hereby added as follows: 

 

5608.2 Firing.  All fireworks displays shall be electrically fired. 

 

Chapter 57 Flammable and Combustible Liquids is adopted in its entirety with the 

following amendment: 

 

Section 5704.2.3.2 Label or placard is hereby amended by modifying the NFPA 
standard as follows: 
 

5704.2.3.2 Label or placard.  Tanks more than 100 gallons (379 L) in capacity, 
which are permanently installed or mounted and used for the storage of Class I, 
II or III liquids, shall bear a label and placard identifying the material therein.  
Placards shall be in accordance with the Orange County Fire Authority Signage 
Guidelines. 

 

Chapter 58 Flammable Gases and Flammable Cryogenic Fluids is adopted in its 

entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 59 Flammable Solids is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 60 Highly Toxic and Toxic Materials is adopted in its entirety with the 

following amendments: 

 

Section 6004.2.2.7 Treatment system is hereby amended by modifying the Exceptions 
as follows: 
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Exceptions: 

 

1.  Toxic gases – storage/use.  Treatment systems are not required for toxic 
gases supplied by cylinders or portable tanks not exceeding 1,700 pounds 
(772 kg) water capacity when the following are provided: 

 

1.1  A listed or approved gas detection system with a sensing interval not 
exceeding 5 minutes. 

 

1.2.  For storage, valve outlets are equipped with gas-tight outlet plugs or 
caps. 

 

1.3  For use, a listed and approved automatic-closing fail-safe valve 
located immediately adjacent to cylinder valves. The fail-safe valve 
shall close when gas is detected at the permissible exposure limit 
(PEL) by a gas detection system monitoring the exhaust system at 
the point of discharge from the gas cabinet, exhausted enclosure, 
ventilated enclosure or gas room. The gas detection system shall 
comply with Section 6004.2.2.10. 

 
Chapter 61 Liquefied Petroleum Gases is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 62 Organic Peroxides is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 63 Oxidizers, Oxidizing Gases, and Oxiding Cryogenic Fluids is adopted in 

its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 64 Pyrophoric Materials is adopted in its entirety without amendments. 

 

Chapter 65 Pyroxylin (Cellulose Nitrate) Plastics is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 

 

Chapter 66 Unstable (Reactive) Materials is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 

 

 

Chapter 67 Water-Reactive Solids and Liquids is adopted in its entirety without 

amendments. 

 

Chapter 80 Referenced Standards is adopted in its entirety with the following 

amendments: 
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NFPA 13, 2013 Edition, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems is 
hereby amended as follows: 

 

Section 6.8.3 is hereby revised as follows:  

 

6.8.3 Fire department connections (FDC) shall be of an approved type. The FDC 
shall contain a minimum of two 2 ½” inlets.  The location shall be approved and be 
no more than 150 feet from a public hydrant.  The FDC may be located within 150 
feet of a private fire hydrant when approved by the fire code official.  The size of 
piping and the number of inlets shall be approved by the fire code official.  If 
acceptable to the water authority, it may be installed on the backflow assembly.  
Fire department inlet connections shall be painted OSHA safety red. When the fire 
sprinkler density design requires 500 gpm (including inside hose stream demand) 
or greater, or a standpipe system is included, four 2 ½” inlets shall be provided.  

  

Section 8.3.3.1 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

8.3.3.1. When fire sprinkler systems are installed in shell buildings of undetermined 
use (Spec Buildings) other than warehouses (S occupancies), fire sprinklers of the 
quick-response type shall be used. Use is considered undetermined if a specific 
tenant/occupant is not identified at the time the fire sprinkler plan is submitted.  
Sprinklers in light hazard occupancies shall be one of the following: 
 

1. Quick-response type as defined in 3.6.4.7 
2. Residential sprinklers in accordance with the requirements of 8.4.5 
3. Standard-response sprinklers used for modifications or additions to 

existing light hazard systems equipped with standard-response sprinklers 
4. Standard-response sprinklers used where individual standard-response 

sprinklers are replaced in existing light hazard systems 
 

Section 8.17.1.1.1 is hereby added as follows: 

 

8.17.1.1.1 Residential Waterflow Alarms. A local water-flow alarm shall be 
provided on all sprinkler systems and shall be connected to the building fire 
alarm or water-flow monitoring system, where provided.   Group R occupancies 
not requiring a fire alarm system by the California Fire Code shall be provided 
with a minimum of one approved interior alarm device in each unit.  Interior alarm 
devices shall be required to provide 55 dBA or 15 dBA above ambient, whichever 
is greater, throughout all living spaces within each unit. Sound levels in all 
sleeping areas with all intervening doors closed shall be a minimum of 15 dBA 
above the average ambient sound level but not less than 75 dBA, whichever is 
greater.  When not connected to a fire alarm or water-flow monitoring system, 
audible devices shall be powered from an uninterruptible circuit (except for over-
current protection) serving normally operated appliances in the residence. 
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Section 11.1.1.2 is hereby added as follows: 

11.1.1.2 When fire sprinkler systems are required in buildings of undetermined 
use other than warehouses, they shall be designed and installed to have a fire 
sprinkler density of not less than that required for an Ordinary Hazard Group 2 
use, with no reduction(s) in density or design area. Warehouse fire sprinkler 
systems shall be designed to Figure 16.2.1.3.2 (d) curve “G”. Use is considered 
undetermined if a specific tenant/occupant is not identified at the time the 
sprinkler plan is submitted.  Where a subsequent occupancy requires a system 
with greater capability, it shall be the responsibility of the occupant to upgrade 
the system to the required density for the new occupancy. 

 

Section 11.2.3.1.1.1 is hereby added as follows: 

11.2.3.1.1.1 The available water supply for fire sprinkler system design shall be 
determined by one of the following methods, as approved by the Fire Code 
Official: 

1. Subtract the project site elevation from the low water level for the 
appropriate pressure zone and multiply the result by 0.433; 
 

2. Use a maximum of 40 psi, if available; 
 

3. Utilize the Orange County Fire Authority water-flow test form/directions 
to document a flow test conducted by the local water agency or an 
approved third party licensed in the State of California.   

Section 23.2.1.1 is hereby revised as follows: 
 

23.2.1.1 Where a waterflow test is used for the purposes of system design, the 

test shall be conducted no more than 6 months prior to working plan submittal 

unless otherwise approved by the authority having jurisdiction. 

 

NFPA 13R, 2013 Edition, Installation of Sprinkler System in Residential 

Occupancies up to and Including Four Stories in Height is hereby amended as 

follows: 

 

Section 6.16.1 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

6.16.1 A local water-flow alarms shall be provided on all sprinkler systems and 
shall be connected to the building fire alarm or water-flow monitoring system 
where provided.  Group R occupancies containing less than the number of 
stories, dwelling units or occupant load specified in the California Fire Code as 
requiring a fire alarm system shall be provided with a minimum of one approved 
interior alarm device in each unit.  Interior alarm devices shall be required to 
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provide 55 dBA or 15 dBA above ambient, whichever is greater, throughout all 
living spaces within each dwelling unit. Sound levels in all sleeping areas with all 
intervening doors closed shall be a minimum of 15 dBA above the average 
ambient sound level but not less than 75 dBA, whichever is greater. When not 
connected to a fire alarm or water-flow monitoring system, audible devices shall 
be powered from an uninterruptible circuit (except for over-current protection) 
serving normally operated appliances in the residence. 
 

There shall also be a minimum of one exterior alarm indicating device, listed for 
outside service and audible from the access roadway that serves that building.     

 

NFPA 13D, 2013 Edition, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in 
One- and Two-Family Dwellings and Manufactured Homes is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 
Section 4.1.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3 Stock of Spare Sprinklers 

 

Section 4.1.3.1 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.1. A supply of at least two sprinklers for each type shall be maintained on 
the premises so that any sprinklers that have operated or been damaged in any 
way can be promptly replaced. 

 

Section 4.1.3.2 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.2 The sprinklers shall correspond to the types and temperature ratings of 
the sprinklers in the property. 

 

Section 4.1.3.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.3 The sprinklers shall be kept in a cabinet located where the temperature to 
which they are subjected will at no time exceed 100 oF (38oC). 

 

Section 4.1.3.4 is hereby added as follows: 

 

4.1.3.4 A special sprinkler wrench shall be provided and kept in the cabinet to be 

used in the removal and installation of sprinklers.  One sprinkler wrench shall be 

provided for each type of sprinkler installed. 

 

Section 7.1.2 is hereby revised as follows: 
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7.1.2 The system piping shall not have a separate control valve unless 
supervised by a central station, proprietary, or remote station alarm service.  

 

Section 7.6 is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced as follows: 

 

7.6 Alarms. Exterior alarm indicating device shall be listed for outside service 
and audible from the street from which the house is addressed. Exterior audible 
devices shall be placed on the front or side of the structure and the location is 
subject to final approval by the fire code official.  Additional interior alarm devices 
shall be required to provide 55 dBA or 15 dBA above ambient, whichever is 
greater, throughout all living spaces. Sound levels in all sleeping areas with all 
intervening doors closed shall be a minimum of 15 dBA above the average 
ambient sound level but not less than 75 dBA, whichever is greater. Audible 
devices shall be powered from an uninterruptible circuit (except for over-current 
protection) serving normally operated appliances in the residence. 
 

 Exceptions:  

 

1. When an approved water flow monitoring system is installed, interior 
audible devices may be powered through the fire alarm control panel.  
 

2. When smoke detectors specified under CBC Section 907.2.11 are used to 
sound an alarm upon waterflow switch activation. 

 

NFPA 14, 2013 Edition, Installation of Standpipe and Hose Systems is hereby 
amended as follows:  

Section 7.3.1.1 is hereby is deleted in its entirety and replaced as follows: 
 

7.3.1.1 Class I and III Standpipe hose connections shall be unobstructed and 
shall be located not less than 18 inches or more than 24 inches above the 
finished floor.  Class II Standpipe hose connections shall be unobstructed and 
shall be located not less than 3 feet or more than 5 feet above the finished floor. 

 

NFPA 24, 2013 Edition, Standard for the Installation of Private Fire Service Mains 
and Their Appurtenances is hereby amended as follows: 
  

Section 6.2.1.1 is hereby added as follows: 

 

6.2.1.1 The closest upstream indicating valve to the riser shall be painted OSHA 
red.  

 

Section 6.2.11 (5) is hereby deleted without replacement and (6) and (7) renumbered: 
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(5) Control Valves installed in a fire-rated room accessible from the exterior. 
(6) Control valves in a fire-rated stair enclosure accessible from the exterior as 

permitted by the authority having jurisdiction. 
 

Section 6.3.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

Section 6.3.3 All post indicator valves controlling fire suppression water supplies 
shall be painted OSHA red.  

 

Section 10.1.6.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

10.1.6.3 All ferrous pipe shall be coated and wrapped. Joints shall be coated and 
wrapped after assembly.  All fittings shall be protected with a loose 8-mil 
polyethylene tube. The ends of the tube shall extend past the joint by a minimum 
of 12 inches and be sealed with 2 inch wide tape approved for underground use. 
Galvanizing does not meet the requirements of this section. 
 

 Exception: 304 or 316 Stainless Steel pipe and fittings 

 

Section 10.3.6.2 is hereby revised as follows: 

 

10.3.6.2 All bolted joint accessories shall be cleaned and thoroughly coated with 
asphalt or other corrosion-retarding material, prior to poly-tube, and after 
installation.  
 

Exception: Bolted joint accessories made from 304 or 316 stainless steel. 

 

Section 10.3.6.3 is hereby added as follows: 

 

10.3.6.3 All bolts used in pipe-joint assembly shall be 316 stainless steel. 

 

Section 10.6.3.1 is hereby deleted and replaced as follows: 

10.6.3.1 Where fire service mains enter the building adjacent to the foundation, 
the pipe may run under a building to a maximum of 24 inches, as measured from 
the interior face of the exterior wall to the center of the vertical pipe. The pipe 
under the building or building foundation shall be 304 or 316 stainless steel and 
shall not contain mechanical joints or it shall comply with 10.6.2. 

 

Section 10.6.4 is hereby revised as follows: 

10.6.4 Pipe joints shall not be located under foundation footings. The pipe under 
the building or building foundation shall be 304 or 316 stainless steel and shall 
not contain mechanical joints.  
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SECTION 4. The City Council finds that this Ordinance is not subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to California Code of Regulations Title 14, 
Chapter 3, Sections 15060(c)(2) (the activity will not result in a direct or reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) and 15060(c)(3) (the activity is 
not a project as defined in Section 15371), because it has no potential for resulting in 
physical change to the environment, directly or indirectly. 
 

SECTION 5. If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the 
decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it 
would have adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, subdivision, 
sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof be 
declared invalid or unconstitutional. 
 

SECTION 6. The City Clerk shall certify as to the adoption of this Ordinance and cause 
a summary thereof to be published within (15) days of the adoption and shall post a 
Certified copy of this Ordinance, including the vote for and against the same, in the 
Office of the City Clerk, in accordance with Government Code Section 36933. 
 

 PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 10TH DAY OF DECEMBER 2013. 

 

  

_______________________________________ 

 BARBARA D. KOGERMAN, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________________ 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 

 

I, Peggy J. Johns, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 

HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance No. 2013- was duly introduced and 

placed upon its first reading at a Regular Meeting of the City Council on the 12th day of 

November, 2013, and that thereafter, said Ordinance was duly adopted and passed at a 

Regular Meeting of the City Council held on the 10th day of December, 2013, by the 

following vote, to wit: 

 

AYES:    

 

NOES:  

 

ABSENT:   

 

ABSTAIN:   

 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

 _____________________________________ 

 PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK   
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss  AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS )  AND PUBLICATION 

 

  PEGGY J. JOHNS, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

 

  That she is the duly appointed and qualified City Clerk of the City of 

Laguna Hills; That in compliance with State Laws of the State of California, 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-, being: 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 

AMENDING TITLE 5 OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE BY 

AMENDING CHAPTER 5-16 ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2013 

EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE (CALIFORNIA CODE OF 

REGULATIONS, TITLE 24, PART 9) INCLUDING APPENDICES B, BB, C, 

AND CC, BASED ON THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE AS 

PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF PRESCRIBING REGULATIONS GOVERNING 

CONDITIONS HAZARDOUS TO LIFE AND PROPERTY FROM FIRE OR 

EXPLOSION 

 

on the 15th day of November, 2013, was published in summary in The Register and on 
the 20th day of December 2013, was published in summary in the Saddleback Valley 
News; and was, in compliance with City Resolution No. 2004-05-25-2, on the 13th day of 
November, 2013 and on the 11th day of December, 2013, caused to be posted in 
summary in three places in the City of Laguna Hills, to wit: 
 

  Laguna Hills City Hall 

  Laguna Hills Community Center 

  Courtyard at La Paz Center 

 

_______________________________ 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 

Laguna Hills, California 

 11/12/2013 ITEM NO. 5.1



 

 11/12/2013 ITEM NO. 5.1



                      
 

City of Laguna Hills 
City Council Meeting Agenda 

Staff Report 
 

  

   

 

DATE:  NOVEMBER 12, 2013 
 
TO:   MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 
FROM: DONALD J. WHITE 
 ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 
ISSUE: AWARD OF CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT TO MATRIX 

CONSULTING GROUP FOR POLICE SERVICES STUDY  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE CONSULTING 
SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MATRIX CONSULTING GROUP TO CONDUCT A 
POLICE SERVICES EVALUATION AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE THE CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MATRIX CONSULTING 
GROUP.  
 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The City of Laguna Hills has successfully contracted for police services with the Orange 
County Sheriff’s Department since Incorporation.  However, as was pointed out in the 
May 7, 2013 Budget Study Session staff report, the Sheriff’s contract has outpaced 
inflation since 2005-06 and expected increases in retirement rates will likely expose the 
City to further increases in the future.  This concern gave rise to the City Council approving 
a Major Plan in the budget to study staffing levels in the City’s Law Enforcement contract 
with the County of Orange.  At the August 27, 2013, City Council meeting, the City Council 
authorized staff to issue a Consultant Services Request for Proposals for a Police 
Services Study and appoint an Ad Hoc Advisory Committee composed solely of two 
members of the City Council to evaluate proposals and to make a final recommendation to 
the City Council regarding consultant selection.  On October 21, 2013, the Ad Hoc 
Committee, assisted by the City Manager, Assistant City Manager and Chief of Police 
Services, interviewed three consulting firms.  The Ad Hoc Committee, composed of Mayor 
Kogerman and Mayor Pro Tem Blount, are recommending that the City engage the 
services of Matrix Consulting Group to conduct the police services evaluation.  
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BACKGROUND: 
 
Following the authorization to issue Requests for Proposals (RFP) for a Police Services 
Study, staff sent an RFP to fourteen consulting firms.  Out of these fourteen, the City 
received three proposals from the following firms: 
 

• Management Partners 
• Ralph Andersen & Associates 
• Matrix Consulting Group 

 
On October 21, 2013, the Ad Hoc Committee, assisted by the City Manager, Assistant City 
Manager and Chief of Police Services, interviewed all three firms.  The Ad Hoc 
Committee, with the concurrence of City staff, is recommending that the City retain the 
services of Matrix Consulting Group to conduct a police services evaluation.  This 
recommendation is based in part on Matrix’s extensive experience (over 250 police related 
studies) and the subject matter expertise of their principal consultant.  Overall, the 
committee felt that Matrix’s experience and project personnel would be the most likely to 
produce innovative recommendations for the City  A consulting services agreement has 
been prepared and is attached to this report. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The total cost of the study is $43,000.  The budget allocates $25,000.  However, as stated 
in the August 27, 2013 report, staff expected that the scope of the project would cause the 
study to cost more than the budgeted amount.  The budget also allocated $25,000 for 
consultant assistance to help the City accomplish another of its major plans, to research 
and identify strategies to lower water rates for Laguna Hills residences and businesses.  
Staff has made progress on this major plan and is of the opinion that the City will not 
require any outside help.  Therefore, staff is recommending that $18,000 of the amount 
allocated for researching water rates be used to pay for the police services study. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
• Consulting Service Agreement with Matrix Consulting Group 
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