
 

 

 
 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR 
MEETING 

 

MAY 08, 2012 
7:00 PM 

 

 
AGENDA 

 
Melody Carruth, Mayor 

Joel Lautenschleger, Mayor Pro Tempore Barbara Kogerman, Council Member 
Randal Bressette, Council Member       L. Allan Songstad, Jr., Council Member 
 
Location: City Council Chamber, 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California 92653 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 established rules of decorum for public meetings held 
by the City of Laguna Hills.  Resolution No. 96-04-09-1 is available on the table 
at the back of the City Council Chamber. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  COUNCIL MEMBER KOGERMAN 
 

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1.1 PROCLAMATION, "WILDFIRE AWARENESS WEEK", MAY 6, 2012 
THROUGH MAY 12, 2012 

Any person wishing to address the City Council/Planning Agency on any matter, whether or not it appears 
on this Agenda, is asked to complete a pink “Request to Speak” form available on the table at the back of 
the Chamber. The completed form is to be submitted to the City Clerk prior to an individual being heard by 
the City Council/Planning Agency. Completion of the form is voluntary.  All persons may attend the 
meeting regardless of whether this form is completed.  
 
Members of the public wishing to address the City Council can do so during the Public Comments portion 
of the Agenda with a time limitation of three minutes per person, an overall time limit of ten minutes for any 
one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes for Public Comments. If you are commenting on an 
Agenda item, your comments will be heard at the time that item is scheduled on the Agenda.  If you are 
addressing the City Council on an item not listed on the Agenda, the City Council is prohibited by law from 
discussing or taking any action on that item.   
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT MAYOR CARRUTH PRESENT A 
PROCLAMATION TO ORANGE COUNTY FIRE AUTHORITY BATTALION 
CHIEF ART NEVAREZ, RECOGNIZING MAY 6, 2012, THROUGH MAY 12, 
2012, AS "WILDFIRE AWARENESS WEEK."  

 
1.2 PROCLAMATION OF MAY 2012 AS  WATER AWARENESS MONTH 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT MAYOR CARRUTH PRESENT 
PROCLAMATIONS TO TED MARTIN, BOARD PRESIDENT OF THE EL TORO 
WATER DISTRICT, AND DONALD FROELICH, BOARD VICE PRESIDENT OF 
MOULTON NIGUEL WATER DISTRICT PROCLAIMING MAY 2012 AS WATER 
AWARENESS MONTH. 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

This is the time to address the City Council on any matter not listed on this 
Agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council.  Public 
Comments are limited to three minutes per person, an overall time limit of ten 
minutes for any one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes. 

 
2.1 LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVE AN ORAL 
REPORT FROM LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON JEENA 
BONUTTO.  

 
3. MINUTES 
 

3.1 REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 24, 2012 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE MINUTES 
OF THE APRIL 24, 2012, REGULAR MEETING.  

 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

All matters listed under “CONSENT CALENDAR” are considered to be routine 
and will be enacted by one motion approving the recommendation listed on the 
Agenda.  There will be no separate discussion unless Members of the City 
Council or Staff request specific items be removed from the Consent Calendar. 

 
4.1 MOTION TO APPROVE THE READING BY TITLE OF ALL 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS, SAID TITLES, WHICH APPEAR 
ON THE PUBLIC AGENDA, SHALL BE DETERMINED TO HAVE BEEN 
READ BY TITLE AND FURTHER READING WAIVED 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL WAIVE READING OF 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS.  

 
4.2 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER FOR PERIOD ENDED MAY 8, 

2012 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE WARRANT 
REGISTER IN THE AMOUNT OF $365,007.69.  

 
4.3 THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL AND TREASURER'S REPORT 

(FY2011/12) 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVE AND FILE THE 
THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL AND TREASURER'S REPORT FOR FY2011/12. 

 
4.4 CONTRACT WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE FOR $162,000 IN 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2012-2013 FOR RESIDENTIAL RENOVATION ACTIVITIES AT 
THE ALISO MEADOWS CONDOMINIUM COMPLEX 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE A CONTRACT 
WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FUNDS FOR THE 2012-2013 FISCAL YEAR AND 
AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE 
CONTRACT.  

 
4.5 2012 FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVE AND FILE THE 
REPORT. 

 
4.6 PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 5 FOR AVENIDA DE LA CARLOTA 

WIDENING PROJECT, CIP NO. 164 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE PROGRESS 
PAYMENT NO. 5, IN THE NET AMOUNT OF $233,510.97, TO HILLCREST 
CONTRACTING, INC., FOR THE AVENIDA DE LA CARLOTA WIDENING 
PROJECT, CIP NO. 164. 

 
4.7 CONTRACTS WITH COUNTY OF ORANGE AND AGE WELL SENIOR 

SERVICES FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
(CDBG) FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL:  (1) APPROVE INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRACTS WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE AND AGE WELL SENIOR 
SERVICES FOR UTILIZATION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
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GRANT (CDBG) FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013; AND (2) AUTHORIZE 
THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE CONTRACTS. 

 
4.8 LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE LAW OFFICES OF FAY BLIX FOR 

24031 EL TORO ROAD, SUITE 301, LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE LEASE DOCUMENTS WITH THE LAW OFFICES OF 
FAY BLIX FOR 24031 EL TORO ROAD, SUITE 301, LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA. 

 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

5. PLANNING AGENCY 
 

5.1 ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS 
 

5.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

This is the time to address the Planning Agency on any matter not listed on this 
Agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Planning Agency.  
Public Comments are limited to three minutes per person, an overall time limit of 
ten minutes for any one subject, and a total time limit of thirty minutes. 

 
5.3 MINUTES 

 
5.3.1 REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 24, 2012 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE PLANNING AGENCY APPROVE THE 
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 24, 2012, REGULAR MEETING.  

 
5.4 PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 
 

6. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

6.1 ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 01-12-2163, AMENDING TITLE 9 
"ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS" OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO ESTABLISH A PROCEDURE FOR PROVIDING 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION IN THE CITY'S ZONING AND 
LAND USE REGULATIONS, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES FOR 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING; AND (2) INTRODUCE AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED: "AN 



City of Laguna Hills City Council Regular Meeting Agenda May 08, 2012 
 

5 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, ADDING 
CHAPTER 9-93, ENTITLED 'REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES,' TO THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE, 
PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING REASONABLE 
ACCOMMODATIONS IN THE CITY'S ZONING AND LAND USE 
REGULATIONS, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES PURSUANT TO FEDERAL AND 
STATE FAIR HOUSING LAWS." 

 
7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

7.1 City Manager 
 

8. MATTERS AGENDIZED AND PRESENTED BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
AND MAYOR 

 
9. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

10. CLOSED SESSION 
 

The City Council shall convene in Closed Session, in the City Hall Conference 
Room, to consider the following matters: 

 
10.1 CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR (CONTINUED) 

 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Agency Negotiator:                  Daniel C. Cassidy, Special Labor Counsel 
Unrepresented Employee:       City Manager 
Under Negotiation:                  Terms and conditions of employment 

 
Reconvene in regular session in the City Council Chamber. 
 
Report on whether any reportable action was taken on matters considered 
during Closed Session. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next Regular Meeting of the City Council will be May 22, 2012, at 7:00 PM, in the City 
Council Chamber, located at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California. 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
I, PEGGY J. JOHNS, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, do hereby certify that a copy of 
the foregoing Agenda was posted at Laguna Hills City Hall, Laguna Hills Community 
Center, and La Paz Center by May 4, 2012, at 5:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 

 
May 4, 2012 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK DATE 
  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 
assistance to participate in this meeting, you should contact the office of the City 
Clerk at (949) 707-2635.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the 
City to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to this meeting. 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the City Council after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City 
Clerk’s Office at 24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills, California, during normal 
business hours. 
 



   

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
CITY CLERK 

 
 
ISSUE: PROCLAMATION, "WILDFIRE AWARENESS WEEK", MAY 6, 2012 

THROUGH MAY 12, 2012   
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The City has received a request from the Orange County Fire Authority, asking for the 
City to issue a Proclamation recognizing the Authority’s “Wildfire Awareness Week.”  
This year’s theme of “Ready, Set, Go!” emphasizes the importance of striving to be fire 
safe and taking personal responsibility to protect life, property, and our natural 
resources from wildfires.  Battalion Chief Art Nevarez from the Orange County Fire 
Authority will be present at the meeting to receive the Proclamation.    
 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT MAYOR CARRUTH PRESENT A PROCLAMATION TO 
ORANGE COUNTY FIRE AUTHORITY BATTALION CHIEF ART NEVAREZ,  
RECOGNIZING MAY 6, 2012, THROUGH MAY 12, 2012, AS "WILDFIRE 
AWARENESS WEEK."  
              
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 

• Proclamation 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 1.1



 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 1.1



 
PROCLAMATION 

 

WILDFIRE AWARENESS WEEK 
MAY 6, 2012, THROUGH MAY 12, 2012 

 
 

  WHEREAS, California and Orange County’s long, hot, and dry seasons 
with winds make our wildland areas vulnerable to severe wildfire conditions; and 
 
  WHEREAS, Orange County frequently experiences low humidity and dry 
periods, which makes the brush extremely dry and flammable, creating more 
dangerous fire conditions; and 
 
  WHEREAS, this year’s “Wildfire Awareness Week” theme of, “Ready, Set, 
Go!” emphasizes the importance of taking personal responsibility to prepare your 
home and family through home hardening, vegetation management, emergency 
preparedness, and knowing when to leave before or when asked; and  
 

  WHEREAS, all Californians who live, work, and recreate in our state’s 
wildland must recognize the high risk of wildfire and therefore, should strive to be 
fire safe and take every precaution to protect themselves, their property and our 
natural resources; and  
 

  WHEREAS, approximately 94 percent of wildfires in California are 
human-caused and therefore, are preventable; and     
 

  WHEREAS, wildlife suppression costs only represent a small portion of 
overall economic impacts and do not reflect the total cost of large and damaging 
fires; and 
 
  WHEREAS, “Wildfire Awareness Week” is a valuable opportunity for 
California’s fire agencies and communities to reduce the risk of wildfire and increase 
public safety and awareness through education on preparation and prevention; and  
 

  WHEREAS, Governor Jerry Brown and the California Office of Emergency 
Services has designated the week of May 6, 2012, through May 12, 2012, as “Wildfire 
Awareness Week” throughout the state.  
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, I, Melody Carruth, Mayor, on behalf of the City 
Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, do hereby recognize and proclaim the 
week of May 6, 2012, through May 12, 2012, as “Wildfire Awareness Week” and 
encourage all residents to protect their homes and families by heeding the potentially 
life-saving messages and support the many activities and efforts of the Orange 
County Fire Authority’s fire and emergency services.    
 
Dated this 8th day of May 2012. 

             
       MELODY CARRUTH, MAYOR 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 1.1



 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 1.1



   

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
CITY CLERK 

 
 
ISSUE: PROCLAMATION OF MAY 2012 AS  WATER AWARENESS MONTH  
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The City has received a request from Martin McIntosh, of Keena Thomas 
Communications, representing the El Toro Water District, asking that the City proclaim 
May 2012 as Water Awareness Month. 
 
The City supports the El Toro Water District and the Moulton Niguel Water District 
efforts in encouraging Orange County residents to save water and do more with less.   
Ted Martin, Board President of the El Toro Water District Board, and Donald Froelich, 
Board Vice President of Moulton Niguel Water District, will be present at the meeting to 
receive the Proclamations. 
 
 
 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT MAYOR CARRUTH PRESENT  PROCLAMATIONS TO 
TED MARTIN, BOARD PRESIDENT OF THE EL TORO WATER DISTRICT, AND 
DONALD FROELICH, BOARD VICE PRESIDENT OF MOULTON NIGUEL WATER 
DISTRICT PROCLAIMING MAY 2012 AS WATER AWARENESS MONTH. 
              
 
 
ATTACHMENT:   
 

• Proclamation 
 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 1.2



 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 1.2



 
 
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

WATER AWARENESS MONTH 
MAY, 2012 

 

  WHEREAS, California Governor Edmund G. “Jerry” Brown has declared 
May as Water Awareness Month; and 
 

  WHEREAS, municipal agencies and governments continue to seek cost-
effective and efficient systems to obtain and deliver water to meet the needs of 
California residents, agriculture and the economy; and 
 

  WHEREAS, Orange County water providers are leaders in promoting water 
use efficiency practices, conserving billions of gallons of water through conservation 
and recycling programs; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the need to develop a diverse portfolio approach to water 
supply reliability that includes a balanced combination of conservation, water reuse 
and new supplies is critical to the region’s future; and  
 

WHEREAS, Californians need to be informed about the damaging effects of 
runoff, the value of conservation, and the importance of regional cooperation; and   
 

  WHEREAS, during May 2012, water districts, cities, counties and 
organizations throughout California will sponsor activities to educate the public 
regarding water management efforts on the part of residential users, businesses, 
industry and others; and 
 

  WHEREAS, the El Toro Water District and Moulton Niguel Water District 
are participating in Water Awareness Month to raise awareness of the importance of 
cost-efficient practices and water conservation. 
 

  NOW, THEREFORE, I, Melody Carruth, Mayor, on behalf of the City 
Council of the City of Laguna Hills, California, do hereby proclaim May 2012, as 
Water Awareness Month in Laguna Hills, and urge all citizens to join in supporting 
local water agencies and organizations in their efforts to help Orange County 
residents to SAVE WATER: DO MORE WITH LESS. 
 

Dated this 8th day of May 2012.  
             

MELODY CARRUTH, MAYOR 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 1.2



 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 1.2



 

 

 
CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 

CITY COUNCIL/PLANNING AGENCY REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

APRIL 24, 2012 
 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Carruth called the Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Laguna 
Hills, California, to order at 7:00 PM in the Laguna Hills City Council Chamber, 
24035 El Toro Road, Laguna Hills. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Songstad 
 

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Present:  Mayor Carruth, Mayor Pro Tempore Lautenschleger, Council Member 
Bressette, Council Member Kogerman, and Council Member Songstad  

 

1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
 

There were no Presentations and Proclamations. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

MOULTON LA PAZ SHOPPING CENTER 

Shannon Freedman, Laguna Hills, spoke in opposition to the project and expressed 
concern regarding potential impacts to the neighborhood that the renovation of the 
Moulton La Paz Shopping Center could create. 

 

LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL GRAD NIGHT FUND RAISER 

Meg Gorham, Laguna Hills, gave an update on the activities for the Laguna Hills High 
School Grad Night Fund raiser, Win-Win-Wednesday. 

 

2.1 LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVED AN ORAL REPORT FROM LAGUNA 
HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON JEENA BONUTTO.  

 

3. MINUTES 
 

3.1 REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 10, 2012 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 10, 2012, REGULAR 
MEETING, BY M/COUNCIL MEMBER KOGERMAN, S/MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 
LAUTENSCHLEGER. 
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 3.1
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4. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR, BY M/COUNCIL MEMBER 
BRESSETTE, S/MAYOR PRO TEMPORE LAUTENSCHLEGER, WITH COUNCIL 
MEMBER KOGERMAN REMOVING ITEM NO. 4.6. 
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 

4.1 MOTION TO APPROVE THE READING BY TITLE OF ALL ORDINANCES 
AND RESOLUTIONS, SAID TITLES, WHICH APPEAR ON THE PUBLIC 
AGENDA, SHALL BE DETERMINED TO HAVE BEEN READ BY TITLE 
AND FURTHER READING WAIVED 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL WAIVED READING OF ORDINANCES AND 
RESOLUTIONS.  

 

4.2 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER FOR PERIOD ENDED APRIL 24, 
2012 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVED THE WARRANT REGISTER IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $1,068,699.96.  

 

4.3 PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 13 FOR LA PAZ ROAD WIDENING AT I-5 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, CIP NO. 159 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL:  (1) APPROVED PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 13, IN 
THE NET AMOUNT OF $189,800.99, TO SEMA CONSTRUCTION, INC., (2) 
APPROVED CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER NO. 5; (3) APPROVED 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 TO AGREEMENT FOR CONSULTING SERVICES 
WITH PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF, INC.; AND (4) APPROVED 
AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 
ATHALYE CONSULTING ENGINEERING SERVICES, FOR THE LA PAZ 
ROAD WIDENING AT I-5 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, CIP NO. 159. 

 

4.4 2012 WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPTED RESOLUTION NO. 2012-04-24-1, A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA, DECLARING WEEDS AND RUBBISH ON SPECIFIED 
PRIVATE PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE, COMMENCING 
PUBLIC PROCEEDINGS, AND SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
MAY 22, 2012. 

 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 3.1
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4.5 SECOND CALL FOR PROJECTS FOR THE MEASURE M2 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP PROGRAM (ECP) TIER 1 GRANT 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL:  (1) APPROVED THE GRANT APPLICATION FOR 
THE MEASURE M2 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP PROGRAM TIER 1 
GRANT; (2) ADOPTED RESOLUTION NO. 2012-04-24-2, A RESOLUTION 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, 
AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDS FOR THE MEASURE M2 
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP PROGRAM TIER 1 GRANT UNDER 
ORANGE COUNTY LOCAL TRANSPORTATION ORDINANCE NO. 3 FOR 
THE LAGUNA HILLS DEBRIS GATES PROJECT;" AND (3) AUTHORIZED 
THE SOLE-SOURCE SELECTION OF G2 CONSTRUCTION, INC., FOR 
THIS WORK. 

 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

4.6 AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR THE CITYWIDE 
PAVEMENT REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 101-H 
 

Council Member Kogerman removed this item from the Consent Calendar to 
inquire from City Attorney Simonian about her possible conflict of interest on 
this project, since her street was one of the streets scheduled for 
rehabilitation.   City Attorney Simonian indicated that with this type of 
maintenance project, there was no conflict.  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND AUTHORIZE 
THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS OF THE CITYWIDE PAVEMENT 
REHABILITATION PROJECT, CIP NO. 101-H, BY M/COUNCIL MEMBER 
KOGERMAN, S/COUNCIL MEMBER BRESSETTE.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 
5. PLANNING AGENCY 

 

Mayor Carruth recessed the City Council meeting and acting in the capacity of 
Chair, called the regular meeting of the Planning Agency of the City of Laguna Hills, 
California, to order at 7:13 PM. 

 
5.1 ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS 

 

Present:  Chair Carruth, Vice Chair Lautenschleger, Agency Member Bressette, 
Agency Member Kogerman, and Agency Member Songstad 

 
5.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 There were no Public Comments. 
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5.3 MINUTES 
 

5.3.1 REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 10, 2012 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 10, 2012, REGULAR 
MEETING, AS PRESENTED IN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES BEGINNING ON PAGE 
3, BY M/AGENCY MEMBER SONGSTAD, S/VICE CHAIR LAUTENSCHLEGER. 
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 
5.4 PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
5.4.1 ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 01-12-2163, AN ORDINANCE 

ADDING CHAPTER 9-93, ENTITLED "REASONABLE 
ACCOMMODATION FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES," TO THE 
LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE, PROVIDING A PROCEDURE 
FOR GRANTING REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION IN THE 
CITY'S ZONING AND LAND USE REGULATIONS, POLICIES, AND 
PRACTICES PURSUANT TO FEDERAL AND STATE FAIR 
HOUSING LAWS. 

 

The public notice for this zoning text amendment was incorrectly published 
as a Planning Agency item when this item is subject to review by the City 
Council.  Therefore, staff must provide the proper public notice as a City 
Council agenda item, and anticipates bringing this item forward for review 
by the City Council at the regular meeting of May 8, 2012. 

 

MOTION TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE REPORT, BY M/AGENCY MEMBER 
KOGERMAN, S/VICE CHAIR LAUTENSCHLEGER. 
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 

PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT 
 

6. JOINT PLANNING AGENCY/CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

6.1 ROLL CALL OF JOINT CITY COUNCIL/PLANNING AGENCY MEETING 
 

Present:  Mayor/Chair Carruth, Mayor Pro Tempore/Vice Chair Lautenschleger, 
Council Member/Agency Member Bressette, Council Member/Agency Member 
Kogerman, and Council Member/Agency Member Songstad 

 

6.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

There were no Public Comments. 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 3.1
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6.3 PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

6.3.1 SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT/CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT/PARKING USE PERMIT NO. 12-11-2131, A REQUEST BY 
MOULTON LA PAZ, LLC, TO REMODEL AND EXPAND THE 
MOULTON LA PAZ SHOPPING CENTER AT 26534-26562 
MOULTON PARKWAY, INCLUDING THE ADDITION OF 
APPROXIMATELY 30,000 SQUARE FEET OF NEW COMMERCIAL 
SPACE, UPDATED FACADES, AND NEW PARKING LOT LAYOUT 
AND LANDSCAPING, CONSIDERATION OF A DETERMINATION 
THAT THE DISPOSAL OF CERTAIN CITY-OWNED REAL 
PROPERTY INCLUDED IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL IS IN 
CONFORMANCE WITH THE GENERAL PLAN, AND 
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF A 
PROPOSED REAL PROPERTY PURCHASE AND SALE 
AGREEMENT ENTITLED "AGREEMENT FOR PURCHASE AND 
SALE BY AND BETWEEN MOULTON LA PAZ, LLC, AND CITY OF 
LAGUNA HILLS," CONCERNING THE PROPOSED SALE OF 
PARCEL 1 (3.365 ACRES) OF FINAL PARCEL MAP NO. 2009-134 
TO ALLOW FOR THE REMODEL AND EXPANSION OF THE 
MOULTON LA PAZ SHOPPING CENTER. 

 

Vice Chair/Mayor Pro Tempore Lautenschleger indicated he had a 
conflict with this item, recused himself from the dais, and left the 
meeting. 
 

Mayor/Chair Carruth opened the Public Hearing. 
 

Jerry Garner, Vintage Property Group representative, spoke on the 
proposed remodel and expansion of the Moulton La Paz Shopping 
Center and answered questions from the City Council/Planning Agency 
Members.  Mr. Garner indicated he had read and agreed to all of the 
Conditions of Approval. 
 

Jim Leach, CEO of the South Orange County Regional Chamber and 
Economic Coalition, supported the proposed renovations of the Moulton 
La Paz Shopping Center. 
 

There were five Laguna Hills residents that spoke in opposition to the 
proposed modifications for the Moulton La Paz Shopping Center. 
 

Jerry Kramer, Nadel Architects representative, spoke on the proposed 
remodel and expansion of the Moulton La Paz shopping Center and 
answered questions from the City Council/Planning Agency Members. 
 

Mayor/Chair Carruth closed the Public Hearing. 
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(1) THE PLANNING AGENCY ADOPTED RESOLUTION NO. PA2012-04-
24-1, A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING AGENCY OF THE CITY OF 
LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING SITE DEVELOPMENT 
PERMIT/CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/PARKING USE PERMIT NO. 12-11-
2131, A REQUEST BY MOULTON LA PAZ, LLC, TO REMODEL AND 
EXPAND THE MOULTON LA PAZ SHOPPING CENTER LOCATED AT 
26534-26562 MOULTON PARKWAY, INCLUDING THE ADDITION OF 
APPROXIMATELY 30,000 SQUARE FEET OF NEW COMMERCIAL 
SPACE, UPDATED FACADES, AND NEW PARKING LOT LAYOUT AND 
LANDSCAPING; AND MADE A DETERMINATION THAT THE DISPOSAL 
OF CERTAIN CITY-OWNED REAL PROPERTY INCLUDED IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE 
GENERAL PLAN;” AND  
 
(2) THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVED THE PROPOSED REAL PROPERTY 
PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT FOR PURCHASE AND SALE BY 
AND BETWEEN MOULTON LA PAZ, LLC, AND THE CITY OF LAGUNA 
HILLS, CONCERNING THE PROPOSED SALE OF PARCEL 1 (3.365 
ACRES) OF FINAL PARCEL MAP NO. 2009-134 TO ALLOW FOR THE 
REMODEL AND EXPANSION OF THE MOULTON LA PAZ SHOPPING 
CENTER, AND AUTHORIZED THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE SAME, BY 
M/AGENCY MEMBER/COUNCIL MEMBER KOGERMAN, 
S/CHAIR/MAYOR CARRUTH.  

 APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 
 

JOINT PLANNING AGENCY/CITY COUNCIL  MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
 

Vice Chair/Mayor Pro Tempore Lautenschleger returned to the meeting. 

7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

7.1 City Manager 
 

The City Manager made no reports. 
 

7.2 Public Services Director/City Engineer 
 

7.2.1 PROJECT SELECTION FOR STATE-LOCAL PARTNERSHIP 
PROGRAM FUNDING THROUGH THE ORANGE COUNTY 
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

 

MOTION TO TABLE THIS ITEM UNTIL AFTER THE DISCUSSION OF ITEM 
NO. 7.2.3, LA PAZ ROAD SIDEWALK ADJACENT TO VALENCIA ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, BY M/COUNCIL MEMBER BRESSETTE, S/MAYOR CARRUTH. 
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 3-2, (COUNCIL MEMBER SONGSTAD, AND MAYOR 
PRO TEMPORE LAUTENSCHLEGER VOTING NO). 
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 This item was taken out of order on the Agenda.  
 

7.2.3 LA PAZ ROAD SIDEWALK ADJACENT TO VALENCIA 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 

MOTION TO DIRECT STAFF TO RETURN WITH AN OPTION AT THE MID-YEAR 
BUDGET REVIEW, TO INCLUDE DESIGN COSTS AT THAT TIME, BY/COUNCIL 
MEMBER BRESSETTE, S/MAYOR CARRUTH. 
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0.     

 
 

7.2.1 PROJECT SELECTION FOR STATE-LOCAL PARTNERSHIP 
PROGRAM FUNDING THROUGH THE ORANGE COUNTY 
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY(CONTINUED)  

 
 

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE STAFF TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE 
ORANGE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY FOR STATE-LOCAL 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM FUNDING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
FOLLOWING PRIORITY OF PROJECTS LIST: (1) RIDGE ROUTE DRIVE 
PAVEMENT REHABILITATION, CIP NO. 172A; (2) EL TORO ROAD PAVEMENT 
REHABILITATION, CIP NO. 179; AND (3) ACCESS RAMP CONSTRUCTION, CIP 
NO. 170, BY M/COUNCIL MEMBER BRESSETTE, S/COUNCIL MEMBER 
SONGSTAD.  
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0. 

 
 

7.2.2 AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR TURF 
RENOVATION AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER AND SPORTS 
COMPLEX, CIP NO. 238 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS, AUTHORIZED THE 
SOLE-SOURCE PURCHASE OF SAND AND TURF MATERIALS, AND 
AUTHORIZED THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR THE TURF RENOVATION 
AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER AND SPORTS COMPLEX, CIP NO. 238.   
APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 5-0.  

 

8. MATTERS AGENDIZED AND PRESENTED BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND 
MAYOR 

 

  There were no matters agendized and presented by City Council Members. 
 

9. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

MAYOR CARRUTH 

Mayor Carruth thanked the Community Services staff for a great Earth Day event 
held on Saturday, April 21, 2012.   
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COUNCIL MEMBER KOGERMAN 

Council Member Kogerman indicated that Saturday, April 28, 2012, was National 
Prescription Medication Take Back Day, and indicated that she would like the City to 
participate next year. 

Council Member Kogerman discussed the placement of items on the City Council 
Agendas by the Council Members.  

 

10. CLOSED SESSION 
 

There was no Closed Session. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business before the City Council at this session, Mayor 
Carruth declared the meeting adjourned at 11:03 PM. 

 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
 

ATTEST: 
 

MELODY CARRUTH, MAYOR 
 
 
 
APPROVED AT MEETING OF _________________________ 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 
 
ISSUE: THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL AND TREASURER'S REPORT 

(FY2011/12) 
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 

Staff is submitting to the City Council the Quarterly Financial Highlights for the Third 
Quarter of Fiscal Year 2011/12. The financial statements show the anticipated use of 
reserves for the third quarter. This is largely due to the number of revenues and 
expenditures that are unevenly received or expended over the course of the year. The 
City's total fund balance as of March 31, 2012, is $6,689,417. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Attached to this report is a pamphlet entitled “City of Laguna Hills Quarterly Financial 
Highlights, Third Quarter, Fiscal Year 2011/12.” The information presented in the 
pamphlet provides the City Council and City management with the results of the City's 
financial operations for the quarter ended March 31, 2012, and its fund balance as of 
the same period.  
 

The pamphlet also contains a condensed Treasurer’s Investment Report. The City’s 
total cash and investments as of March 31, 2012, is $7,857,124, which is a decrease of 
approximately $1.1 million compared with the same period in 2011. This decrease is the 
result of special revenue inflows and outflows related to major capital projects underway 
in the City, namely, the I-5/La Paz Road Interchange and the Avenida de la Carlota 
Widening at El Toro Road.  When compared to the March 31, 2010, quarterly financial 
report, total cash and investments are up by over $1.8 million. 
 

The Laguna Hills Civic Center section in the pamphlet includes an abridged balance 
sheet and income statement summary for the Laguna Hills Center leasing operation. 
Essex Realty, the management company for the property, reported a net income of 
$43,093 for the nine months of leasing activity from July 1, 2011 to March 31, 2012. 
After adding back contra rent revenue associated with the City’s occupied spaces, the 
effective net income is $493,513. The balance sheet shows equity of $16,774,647 as of 
March 31, 2012. 
                                                                                                                     
              
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVE AND FILE THE THIRD 
QUARTER FINANCIAL AND TREASURER’S REPORT FOR FY2011/12.      
              
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Exhibit A: City of Laguna Hills Quarterly Financial Highlights  

3rd Quarter FY 2011/12 
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Honorable Mayor and City Council Members: 

FY 2011/12 Third Quarter Highlights 

March 31, 2012 

   3rd Quarter, Fiscal Year 2011 /12 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS, 3rd QUARTER FY 2011/12  CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS  
  Quarterly Financial Highlights 

  YTD 

Actual 

(million) 

Amended 

Budget 

(million) 

YTD 

% of 

Budget 

  

Funding Sources $ 13.18 $ 26.71 49% 

Funding Uses   $ 17.01 $ 26.68 64% 

Excess of Sources 
over Uses 

$ (3.83) $     .03  

LAGUNA HILLS CIVIC CENTER 

The abridged Balance Sheet and Income statement 
for the Laguna Hills Civic Center leasing operation is 
shown below: 

 
 

 
 

Income Statement Summary 
For the 9 Months Ended March 31, 2012 

Abridged Balance Sheet 
As of March 31, 2012 

REPORT VARIANCES 

Given that numerous revenue and expenditure 
items are received and expended unevenly dur-
ing the fiscal year, the expectation that the 
City’s position at the end of the third quarter 
would be approximately 75% of budget can not 
be assumed. Given this basis, the YTD as a % 

of budget shown does not indicate any material 
deviations from year-end projections. 

FUND BALANCE 

Included in this pamphlet, on page 4, is a report 
on the City’s Fund Balance as of March 31, 2012. 
City-managed short-term idle funds,  as well as 
bond funds, are invested in approved securities. 
An abridged balance sheet, which itemizes the 
City’s assets and liabilities, is included on page 3. 

Continued on page  2 

 

T he following unaudited financial infor-
mation summarizes the City’s overall 
financial position for the fiscal year 
through March 31, 2012.  

The City’s fiscal year-to-date funding sources by 
the end of the third quarter totaled approxi-
mately $13.2 million and funding uses were  
$17 million. The resulting usage of fund balance 
is primarily due to the timing issues of when 
payments are received and made, which is 
caused by the cyclical fluctuations in revenues 
and expenditures during the fiscal year. By fis-
cal year end, after year-end accruals and stan-
dard accounting year-end adjustments, total 
funding sources and uses are expected to meet 
projections. 

The Summary of Funding Sources and Uses for 
the third quarter ended March 31, 2012 is pre-
sented in the following table: 

ASSETS    
Total Current Assets   $            128,138  
Total Fixed Assets            16,685,675  
Total Other Assets                     2,242 
TOTAL ASSETS   $      16,816,056  
     
LIABILITY & EQUITY    
Total Current Liabilities   $               41,409  
Total Equity           16,774,647  
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY   $      16,816,056  

TOTAL INCOME   $            396,044  

TOTAL EXPENSES                  352,951  
NET INCOME/(LOSS)   $               43,093  
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The City’s total funding sources are made up of general fund revenues, special revenues, and debt 
financing.  General Fund Revenues are utilized primarily to finance the City’s general governmen-
tal activities. Special revenues and grants are earmarked for specific expenditures, typically capital 
projects. 

General Fund Revenues 
At quarter end, general fund revenues totaled $9.9 million, or 53% of budget. Receipts of Property 
Tax, which are concurrent with the County’s tax collection schedule, came in at $4.8 million, or 
56% of budget. Intergovernmental Revenues were approximately $2.9 million, or 52% of budget. 
Recording of these revenue sources comply with GASB 23 which addresses the timing of recogni-
tion of non-exchange transactions, e.g. taxes and fines. Franchise fees from utility companies and 
transient occupancy tax comprise Franchise Tax revenues, which came in at 45% of budget. These 
receipts lag at least a quarter and no accrual was made at quarter end. Revenues from Licenses 
and Permits and Charges for Services are dependent upon development activities. Licenses and 
Permits came in at 53% of budget and Charges for Services came in at 51% of budget. 

Special Revenues and Grants 

Many of the Special Revenue funding sources are tied in with the City’s Capital Improvement Plan. 
The receipts of funding sources for certain capital projects typically lag behind the spending on the 
projects, as the claims are applied for during construction or after project-completion. At the end 
of the third quarter, special revenues receipts totaled approximately $3.2 million, or 41% of 
budget.  

Page 2 

The City’s total funding uses consist of the 
City’s Operating Expenditures, outlay for Capi-
tal Improvement projects, debt charges and 
expenditures for grant related programs.  At 
the end of the third quarter, total funding uses 
were approximately $17 million, which is 64% 
of the annual budget .  

Operating Expenditures 

At the end of the third quarter, operating ex-
penditures totaled roughly $11.9 million, 
which represents 70% of the total operating 
budget.  The spending level for all the func-
tional areas, with the exception of City Coun-
cil/Manager, were below the end of quarter av-
erage of 75% of their approved budget. 

 

 

Capital Improvement Plan  

At the end of the third quarter, total capital ex-
penditures were approximately $3.25 million, 
which was 44% of the approved budget of ap-
proximately $7.4 million. The following table lists 
the City’s capital projects by major expenditure 
categories as of the end of this reporting period. 

Funding Uses 

Funding Sources 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS,  3 rd  QUARTER FY 2011/12  

Capital Improvement Program 

For the 9 Months Ended, March 31, 2012 

Streets, Signals & Lighting  $  2,818,061 

Streetscape     65,598 

Flood Control & Water Quality     110,792 

Parks     31,222 

Public Facilities     191,349 

Trails & Open Space     34,168 

Total  $  3,251,189 
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Operating &  CIP Expenditures— YTD 3RD Quarter Comparison 

Operating &  Special Revenues—  YTD 3RD Quarter Comparison 

YTD 3Q 
FY10//11 

YTD 3Q 
FY11/12 

YTD 3Q 
FY11/12 

YTD 3Q 
FY10/11 
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Y-T-D AMENDED YTD % of Y-T-D AMENDED YTD % of
ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET

FUNDING SOURCES
Operating Revenues

Property Taxes $ 4,768,778      $ 8,443,720    56% $ 4,824,139    $ 9,165,896     53%
Intergovernmental Revenues 2,931,822      5,615,936    52% 3,167,410    6,498,750     49%
Franchise Taxes 1,015,520      2,244,170    45% 925,970      2,368,281     39%
Licenses and Permits 430,096         805,600      53% 392,934      481,518       82%
Charges for Current Services 571,629         1,117,613    51% 726,758      1,024,872     71%
Fines & Forfeitures 207,910         500,000      42% 277,007      475,000       58%

Total General Fund Revenues 9,925,756      18,727,039  53% 10,314,218  20,014,317    52%

Special Revenue Funds
Gas Tax Fund 629,895         912,629      69% 536,024      630,360       85%
Measure M 308,147         468,290      66% 266,729      429,686       62%
Measure M - Competitive -              837,222      0% 1,035,000    2,877,381     36%
AB 2766 Fund 19,225          40,000        48% 18,975         38,000         50%
Prop 42 Traffic Congestion Relief -              -             -              451,392       0%
CDBG -              228,750      0% 1,192           373,725       0%
ARRA 144,399         -             -              -              
FCPP -              -             1,275,000    1,275,000     
Developer Fees 238,754         -             -              -              
Redevelopment Tax Increment 62,302          70,000        89% 76,720         33,660         228%
Housing Set-aside -              22,400        0%
CARITS 545,476         123,838      440% -              646,027       0%
Beverage Recycling Fund -              8,826          0% -              8,000           0%
CR&R Recycling Fees 20,000          20,000        100% 20,000         20,000         100%
C&D Forfeited Deposits 30,107          50,000        60% 16,517         -              
Senior Mobility Program 20,419          34,226        60% 34,226         -              
Public Art Fund 27,613          -             -              -              
Grants and Contributions 1,080,931      4,990,000    22% 36,261         5,140,000     1%
Law Enforcement Grants 88,184          -             61,145         100,000       61%

Total Special Revenue Funding 3,215,452      7,806,181    41% 3,377,789    12,023,231    28%

Other Funding Sources
Interest Income 20,310          80,000        25% 27,451         140,000       20%
Distribution from Enterprise Fund -              100,000      0% -              200,000       0%

Total Other Funding Sources 20,310          180,000      11% 27,451         340,000       8%

TOTAL FUNDING SOURCES $ 13,161,518    $ 26,713,220  49% $ 13,719,459  $ 32,377,548    42%

FUNDING USES
Operating Expenditures

City Council/Manager $ 820,917         1,056,981    78% $ 830,938      $ 1,215,047     68%
City Clerk 253,616         378,693      67% 282,882      416,673       68%
Administrative Services 940,856         1,310,565    72% 887,834      1,357,090     65%
Information Technology 161,868         287,970      56% 136,304      203,001       67%
Community Development 791,462         1,360,257    58% 786,999      1,246,135     63%
Public Services 2,981,923      4,018,945    74% 2,625,764    4,034,907     65%
Community Services 1,108,495      1,750,495    63% 1,107,933    1,754,629     63%
Public Safety 4,816,168      6,759,246    71% 4,804,320    6,939,462     69%

Total Operating Expenditures 11,875,305    16,923,152  70% 11,462,973  17,166,944    67%

Capital Improvement Program 3,251,189      7,438,785    44% 3,597,981    13,434,559    27%

Other Funding Uses
Debt Charges 1,800,243      1,798,387    100% 1,802,977    1,892,000     95%
Claims 13,120          50,000        26% 192,341      -              
Special Revenue Fund Expenditures

Redevelopment Tax Increment Fund 10,323          47,515        22% 20,065         -              
Housing Set-Aside -              22,400        0%
CDBG Fund Expenditures -              228,750      0% 93,494         373,725       25%
Senior Mobility Program 3,070            63,721        5% 3,191           -              
Beverage Recyling 14,154          34,000        42% 1,333           20,000         7%
CR&R Recyling Fund 13,019          13,019        100% 26,055         20,000         130%
Forfeited C&D Deposits 2,270            58,981        4% 11,041         49,000         23%
AB 939 Surcharge Grant 2,985            7,468          40% 1,609           -              
Go Local -              -             -              -              
Grants & Contributions 16,415          -             38,987         -              
Law Enforcement Fund Expenditures 10,315          -             -              -              

Total Other Funding Uses 1,885,914      2,324,241    81% 2,191,093    2,354,725     93%

TOTAL FUNDING USES $ 17,012,407    $ 26,686,178  64% $ 17,252,046  $ 32,956,228    52%

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE $ (3,850,889)     $ 27,042        $ (3,532,587)  $ (578,680)      

FY 2011/12 FY 2010/11

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS
Comparative Statement of Operation - All Funds

For the 9 Months Ended, March 31, 2012
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Page 6 CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS QUARTERLY FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS,  3 rd  QUARTER FY 2011/12  

TREASURER’S INVESTMENT REPORT (CONDENSED) 
FOR THE THIRD QUARTER ENDED MARCH 31, 2012 
 

 

CURRENT PORTFOLIO SUMMARY 

Short-term excess cash is currently invested primarily in the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) 
administered by the State Treasurer.  Held under trust indenture by The Bank of New York Mellon 
Trust Company, N.A, is a Reserve Fund established to secure the timely payment of principal and 
interest represented by the 2010 Refinancing Project bond issues.  The City’s investment policy ap-
proved by Council resolution is the prevailing guideline in managing investments. 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 

The following is the summary of the cash and investments of the City-managed funds for the 3rd 
quarter ended March 31, 2012, compared with the same period of the previous fiscal year: 

 
We believe the City’s portfolio provides sufficient cash flow liquidity to meet the next six months of 
the City’s projected operating expenditures. 
 
 

                       3rd Quarter    
  Cash and Investments by Type   Beginning           Ending    Interest    

      Book Value    Deposits    Withdrawals    Book Value    Income    
  State Treasurer's Investment Fund    $     5,721,624     $            603,209     $        1,250,000     $        5,074,834     $             5,007    
  Public Funds Certificates of Deposits              500,000                   250,000                           -                    750,000                       387    
  Multiple Maturity Certificates of Deposits                70,957                            -                             -                      70,957                       898    
  Funds Under Trust Indenture           1,809,026                       1,735                      4,439               1,806,322                    1,699    
  Demand Deposits              428,286                6,665,579               7,025,011                    68,855                          -      
  Demand Deposit with Fiscal Agent              155,050                     30,000                    98,893                    86,157                           5      

  TOTAL    $     8,684,944     $         7,550,523     $        8,378,343     $        7,857,124     $             7,996    
                          

   31‐Mar‐12  31‐Mar‐11 
Cash  $      68,855   $1,786,749  
Investments  5,895,790  5,125,155 
    Cash & Investments ‐ City Managed Funds  5,964,645  6,911,904 
Restricted Cash and Investments  1,892,479  2,054,550 
     Total Cash & Investments ‐  All Funds  $7,857,124   $8,966,454  

Public CD
4.84%

LAIF
62.62%

Multiple 
Maturity 

CD
11.23%

Funds 
Under 
Trust 

Indenture
21.25%

Investment Income  
3rd Quarter FY 11/12

Multiple 
Maturity CD

0.90% Public CD
9.55%

LAIF
64.59%

Funds 
Under Trust 
Indenture
22.99%

Cash and 
Equivalents

1.97%

Investment Portfolio

March 31, 2012

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 4.3



   

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
ISSUE: CONTRACT WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE FOR $162,000 IN 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2012-2013 FOR RESIDENTIAL RENOVATION ACTIVITIES AT 
THE ALISO MEADOWS CONDOMINIUM COMPLEX 

 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The City has been awarded $162,000 from the County of Orange to continue its on-
going efforts to rehabilitate the Aliso Meadows condominium complex located on Via 
Lomas. Funding is provided through the County’s Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program. The program is made available to low income households in 
partnership with the Aliso Meadows Homeowners Association. Program funds are used 
to make exterior repairs to housing units. 
 
Historically, the City has used redevelopment funds to have a third party consultant 
administer the contract. Due to the elimination of redevelopment agencies by the state 
on March 1, 2012, the City has no funds to implement the contract at this time. 
However, the City Council should enter into the contract in the event funding becomes 
available for contract administration activities through the successor agency to the 
former Lake Forest Redevelopment Agency. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Over the past seven years the City has received Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds through the County for the purpose of completing rehabilitation work at 
the Aliso Meadows condominium complex located on Via Lomas. CDBG funds are 
distributed by the federal government to local agencies which then apply the funds 
towards specific projects that generally serve low income residents. Aliso Meadows was 
originally built as an affordable housing development by the County in 1980 and 
consists of 248 units. 
 
To date the City has obtained nearly $2.1 million dollars in CDBG money which has 
been used for some level of rehabilitation work on 152 units. Only 68 of the units have 
completed the full scope of rehabilitation work needed. The scope of work has generally 
involved several components including replacement of deteriorated wood siding on the 
units, painting, roof repairs, water heater enclosure repairs, repair of termite damage 
and repair/ replacement of heating and air conditioning units. The scope of rehabilitation 
work for each unit varies depending on the amount of work needed and the funds 
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Agenda Report 
Contract with the County for CDBG Funds 
Page 2 
 
available. The work completed to date has provided owners and tenants with the ability 
to keep pace with needed maintenance which may not have otherwise occurred.  
Should contract administration funding become available, use of the CDBG funds would 
be subject to a future agreement between the City and the Aliso Meadows 
Condominium Association which staff would have to bring back to the City Council for 
review and approval. Staff anticipates the FY2012/13 CDBG funds would be sufficient to 
complete rehabilitation work for 17 units.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
The project has no direct fiscal impact. However, in the event the successor agency to 
the former Lake Forest Redevelopment Agency does not provide funding needed to 
administer the CDBG contract as an on-going obligation, the City Council would have to 
determine if use of the General Fund was appropriate to implement the project. The 
cost of administering the CDBG contract has historically been $20,000 to $30,000 per 
fiscal year. 
 
CEQA: The Aliso Meadows Project is Categorically Exempt from the requirements of 
CEQA pursuant to California Code of Regulations Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15301 
which exempts projects consisting of repair or maintenance of existing private structures 
where no expansion of the facilities is involved. 
 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE A CONTRACT WITH 
THE COUNTY OF ORANGE FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
(CDBG) FUNDS FOR THE 2012-2013 FISCAL YEAR AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR 
AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE CONTRACT.   
              
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 
1.  County Contract (w/ attachments)  
2.  Notice of Exemption 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
 
ISSUE: 2012 FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The City of Laguna Hills will host its annual Fourth of July celebration at the Laguna 
Hills Sports Complex on Wednesday, July 4, 2012. The special event will be held from 
4:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and includes a number of activities in addition to the fireworks 
show.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Laguna Hills will host its annual Fourth of July celebration at the Laguna    
Hills Sports Complex on Wednesday, July 4, 2012. For the Fourth of July Celebration 
event this year, the following activities are tentatively scheduled: 
 
Main Stage Entertainment: 

• Rockit Scientist (50’s, 60’s, and 70’s music) 
 

Games: 
• Soccer Kick 
• Double Hoop Shot 
• Football Toss 

 
Carnival Rides: 

• Two carnival rides (to be determined) 
 
Activities: 

• 40 foot obstacle Course 
• Spacewalk-Airwalk 

 
Children’s Activities 

• Face Painting 
• Crafts 

 
City Information Booth: (To Date) 

• Community Services Summer Camps/Programs 
• City Commissions 
• Recycling Information 
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Vendor Booths: (* Vendor responses pending) 
 

• Ice cream sandwiches and juice pops 
• Cupcakes and Iced Coffee 
• Churros, candy, pretzels, & nachos* 
• Roasted Corn & Lemonade 
• Hamburgers, chips, baked beans* 
• Hot dogs & brownies 

 
The following is the tentative schedule of events: 
 
4:00 p.m. Event Begins 
       Activities, games, music, food, and vendor booths 
 
8:50 P.M. Mayor’s Welcome/Comments 
 
9:00 P.M. National Anthem 
 
9:10 P.M. Fireworks Display 
 
In addition to the activities listed above, staff is working with "Team Dark Horse" on their 
involvement in this year's event. Marine's from the 3/5 Battalion and some static 
displays may also be present. 
 
Vendor booth rental forms were sent to all past vendors.  Vendors who have 
participated previously in the fourth of July Celebration have until May 18, 2012, to 
submit their request for a booth for 2012.  After this date, food items that have not been 
secured by a past vendor may be given away to other interested non-profit 
organizations. 
 
The Fourth of July Celebration event was attended by approximately 11,000 people last 
year.  Each year the City provides entertainment and activities free of charge for the 
public to enjoy.  The 2012 Fourth of July event will once again include carnival rides, 
games, informational booths, and entertainment. The City Council approved, at its 
April 10, 2012, meeting, the Fourth of July fireworks show Agreement with Pyro 
Engineering, Inc. 
  
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The proposed budget for the 2012 Fourth of July event is $53,750 which includes a 
fireworks budget of $26,400.  The cost for this year's show is $24,000. Last year's 
Fourth of July event expenditures totaled $46,078 which includes the discounted cost of 
the fireworks show due to technical issues that negatively impacted the show.  Net 
costs totaled $42,697 when accounting for the $3,381 in ride ticket sales revenue. 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL RECEIVE AND FILE THE 
REPORT. 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
PUBLIC SERVICES 

 
 
ISSUE: PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 5 FOR AVENIDA DE LA CARLOTA 

WIDENING PROJECT, CIP NO. 164 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Work on the Avenida de la Carlota Widening Project, CIP No. 164, began on 
October 17, 2011, and is being performed by Hillcrest Contracting, Inc.  Work performed 
in March included clearing and grubbing, traffic control, a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan, excavation, concrete removal and replacement, cold planing, utility 
adjustments, signing and striping, and traffic signal modifications.  The project is in the 
final stages of work and all travel lanes have been opened.  The contractor has 
submitted the fifth progress payment request for approval.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
A routine monthly action for capital improvement projects is the submission, review, and 
approval of the contractor’s invoice.  Procedurally, field staff verifies the contractor’s 
quantities and matches them with the submitted invoice.  The unit prices and total costs 
of the project are confirmed by the office staff and a progress payment is then 
processed.  A ten-percent (10%) retention is withheld from each payment to assure final 
performance of the work.  The contractor for the project, Hillcrest Contracting, Inc., has 
submitted the fifth progress payment for the subject project as follows: 
 
ITEM # DESCRIPTION  QUANTITY UNIT          $  AMOUNT 
  
  1  Clearing & Grubbing             .19 LS $  47,000.00 $  8,930.00 
  2  Traffic Control              .09 LS $    7,500.00 $     675.00 
  3  SWPPP               .09 LS $    1,680.00 $     151.20 
  5  Unclassified Excavation              80 CY $         63.00 $  5,040.00 
10  R&R .33’ AC           8,900 SF $           4.20 $37,380.00 
16  1.9’ Aggregate Base              60 CY $         35.40 $  2,124.00 
17  0.5’ AC           60.13 TN $         85.50 $  5,141.11 
18  Cold Plane/Edge Grind          6,900 SF $           0.88 $  6,072.00 
19  0.15’ AC Overlay        59,450 SF $           1.17 $69,556.50 
20  Adjust water valve       6 EA $       240.00 $  1,440.00 
21  Adjust manhole                 2 EA $       540.00 $  1,080.00 
22  Signing & Striping                 1 LS $  17,000.00 $17,000.00 
23  Traffic Signal Mod/PDV             .30 LS $  88,200.00 $26,460.00 
24  Traffic Signal Mod                   .10 LS $222,600.00 $22,260.00 
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Contract Change Order No. 1 
 
C01-01 Parkway Drain                 1 EA $    2,950.00 $  2,950.00 
C01-02 Block Slough Wall     54 LF $       105.00 $  5,670.00 
C01-03 Grade Pkwy to Elev          3,810 SF $           0.70 $  2,667.00 
C01-04 Add Stripe & Signage                1 LS $  24,418.03 $24,418.03 
C01-05 Traffic Signal Mod                 1 LS $  17,783.19 $17,783.19 
C01-06 Add Decor for Ramp            633 SF $           4.20 $  2,658.60 
 
   Total To Date  $756.949.82 
   Less Prior Billing  $497,493.19 

Total This Period            $259,456.63                      $259,456.63             
 Less 10% Retention                $(25,945.66) 

                                                                                                             $233,510.97 
 
This Progress Payment includes a portion of Contract Change Order No. 1 which was 
approved at the City Council meeting of February 28, 2012. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The progress payment is within the Capital Improvement Program Budget for the 
Avenida de la Carlota Widening Project, CIP No. 164. 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE PROGRESS 
PAYMENT NO. 5, IN THE NET AMOUNT OF $233,510.97, TO HILLCREST 
CONTRACTING, INC., FOR THE AVENIDA DE LA CARLOTA WIDENING PROJECT, 
CIP NO. 164. 
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RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) APPROVE INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRACTS WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE AND AGE WELL SENIOR 
SERVICES FOR UTILIZATION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
(CDBG) FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013; AND (2) AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR 
AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE CONTRACTS.  
 
 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 
 
ISSUE: CONTRACTS WITH COUNTY OF ORANGE AND AGE WELL SENIOR 

SERVICES FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
(CDBG) FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013 

 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Staff was advised of the availability of federal Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding for “Public Facilities and Improvements” for Fiscal Year 2012/2013, 
administered by the County of Orange.  Staff completed and submitted the appropriate 
CDBG application on behalf of the Florence Sylvester Senior Center in the amount of 
$60,000.  For Fiscal Year 2012/2013, the City of Laguna Hills has tentatively been 
awarded an amount of $54,000 to assist Age Well Senior Services (formerly known as 
South County Senior Services) in completing a number of improvements at the Florence 
Sylvester Senior Center.  The award letter from the County of Orange is attached.  The 
next steps required to access the funds and initiate the rehabilitation process is to sign 
individual contracts with the County of Orange and Age Well Senior Services 
documenting the use and limitations associated with the funds.  The draft contracts are 
included as attachments to this report. 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve individual contracts with the County of 
Orange and Age Well Senior Services and authorize the Mayor and City Manager to 
execute the contracts for the CDBG funds obtained on behalf of the Florence Sylvester 
Senior Center. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The County of Orange is responsible for administering all programs for those cities who 
participate in the Urban County Program, including the CDBG program.  The Urban 
County consists of the unincorporated areas of Orange County, and the cities which are 
“non-entitlement” cities.  “Non-entitlement” cities are those with a population under 
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50,000.  There are thirteen cities in the county that must utilize the Urban County 
Program in order to access these funds, which are allocated on a competitive basis.  
 
For Fiscal Year 2012/2013, the City of Laguna Hills has tentatively been awarded 
$54,000 in CDBG funds for the following project: 
 

Florence Sylvester Senior Center 
The Florence Sylvester Senior Center provides a variety of services to the 
elderly/frail elderly population of the community.  Because of the high number 
of elderly/frail population that utilize the Center on a daily basis and the high 
visibility of the Center, staff is requesting funds for the following improvements: 
(1) demolition of a common wall and installation of a retractable room divider to 
facilitate large group activities; and (2) the expansion of the solar panel 
electrical system.  These improvements will assist in increasing the Center’s 
sustainability and accessibility, while simultaneously reducing costs. 

 
Approval of the attached contract with the County of Orange commits the City of Laguna 
Hills to spend the CDBG funds consistent with any applicable federal, state, and county 
laws and regulations. Funds must be spent only on eligible projects and City staff must 
complete the documentation and reporting requirements associated with expenditure of 
the funds.  
 
Approval of the attached contract with Age Well Senior Services ensures that CDBG 
funds are expended on the specified scope of work and that the rehabilitation work is 
completed in accordance with all federal, state, and county laws and regulations. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
In accordance with the initial application submitted by the City to the County, the City 
has agreed to leverage the County’s funds with in-lieu staff time totaling approximately 
$8,000.  No other commitment of General Fund monies are required. 
 
  

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 4.7



Agenda Report 
Contracts for FY 2012/2013 CDBG Funds  
Page 3 
 
 
CEQA FINDINGS: 
 
The Florence Sylvester Senior Center Rehabilitation project has been found to be 
Categorically Exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 
based upon a Class 1 – Existing Facilities (Section 15301) exemption. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) APPROVE INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRACTS WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE AND AGE WELL SENIOR 
SERVICES FOR UTILIZATION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
(CDBG) FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013; AND (2) AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR 
AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE CONTRACTS. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Preliminary Funding Letter from the County 
2. City Agreement with the County of Orange for FY 2012/2013 CDBG Funds 
3. City Agreement with Age Well Senior Services for FY 2012/2013 CDBG Funds 

(including Exhibits A-G) 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 
 
ISSUE: LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE LAW OFFICES OF FAY BLIX FOR 

24031 EL TORO ROAD, SUITE 301, LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Suite 301 was vacated back in September of 2011.  Essex Realty has actively marketed 
the suite and received a proposal from the Law Offices of Fay Blix in March.  The Civic 
Center was in competition with two other properties to secure this tenant and a sixty-two 
month lease was successfully negotiated.  At the April 10, 2012 City Council meeting, 
the terms of the lease were reviewed and approved by the City Council in Closed 
Session.  
 
Attached to this report is the final lease document, which has been executed by the 
prospective tenant.  Staff is recommending the City Council authorize the City Manager 
to execute lease documents with the Law Offices of Fay Blix.  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
This lease will generate total rent revenue of $257,514 over the sixty-two month term. 
 
 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE LEASE DOCUMENTS WITH THE LAW OFFICES OF FAY 
BLIX FOR 24031 EL TORO ROAD, SUITE 301, LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA. 
              
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
• Lease 
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CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS 

 
AGENDA REPORT 

COMMUNUTY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 
ISSUE: ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 01-12-2163, AMENDING TITLE 9 

"ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS" OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO ESTABLISH A PROCEDURE FOR PROVIDING 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION IN THE CITY'S ZONING AND 
LAND USE REGULATIONS, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES FOR 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Under state and federal law, local governments are required to provide "reasonable 
accommodation" to persons with disabilities when exercising planning and zoning 
powers.  Providing reasonable accommodation in the land use and zoning context may 
include a modification or exemption from land use, and zoning regulations, policies, and 
practices, when it is necessary to eliminate barriers to housing opportunities and to 
ensure the equal use and enjoyment of a dwelling by a person with a disability.  The 
accompanying Ordinance establishes a procedure for the receipt and evaluation of a 
request for reasonable accommodation in accordance with state and federal laws.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Staff has prepared this Ordinance in order to bring the City into compliance with state 
and federal law, and to further implement the goals of the City’s General Plan.  The 
federal Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988 and the California Fair Employment and 
Housing Act impose an affirmative duty on local governments to make reasonable 
accommodation in their zoning laws and other land use regulations when such 
accommodation "may be necessary to afford" disabled persons an "equal opportunity to 
use and enjoy a dwelling." (42 U.S.C. § 3604(f)(3)(B), Cal Gov't Code §§ 12927(c)(1), 
12955(1).)  The term “disabled persons” in this context refers to individuals with 
“physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities.”   
 
The City’s General Plan Housing Element identifies that in 2000, approximately 4,266 
people, or more than 14 percent of Laguna Hills residents over the age of 5, were 
recorded by the U.S. Census as having a disability.  In an effort to promote barrier-free 
housing opportunities for the disabled, the Housing Element established an 
implementation policy (Implementation Program H-16) for developing and adopting a 
procedure for granting reasonable accommodation that addresses “such topics as 
purpose, findings, applicability, notice to the public of accommodation process, 
procedures, reviewing authority, required findings, and appeals.”  Absent a reasonable 
accommodation procedure, the City risks wrongfully denying a disabled person's 
request for relief and incurring the consequent liability for violation of the 
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aforementioned fair housing laws.  In addition, the City’s Housing Element update 
(undertaken every 5 years) could be considered deficient when submitted for 
certification by the California Department of Housing and Community Development in 
2013.    
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
In accordance with state and federal fair housing laws, the proposed Ordinance 
establishes a procedure whereby the City may grant reasonable accommodation to 
ensure the equal use and enjoyment of a residence by persons with disabilities or their 
representatives.  A “reasonable accommodation” as defined in the Ordinance means: 
 
“�a change, exception, or adjustment to a rule, policy, practice, or service that may be 
necessary for a person with a disability to have an equal opportunity to use and enjoy a 

dwelling, including public and common use spaces.” 
 
Requests for reasonable accommodation will vary according to the nature of the 
disability, but some examples include: 
 

• Request for relief from Development Code-required covered parking spaces to 
allow construction of an elevator in the garage of a residence. 

• Request for reduction of a front yard setback to accommodate construction of an 
entry ramp.  

• Request for relief from setback and lot coverage requirements to construct a 
downstairs bedroom addition for an individual who can no longer use the stairs 
due to disability.   

 
Reasonable Accommodation Procedure 
 
As outlined in the attached Ordinance, a request for reasonable accommodation may be 
submitted in writing to the Community Development Department by any individual with a 
disability or by his or her representative.  The Community Development Director is 
proposed to serve as the reviewing authority except in cases where the request is being 
made in conjunction with some other approval, permit, or entitlement that requires 
Planning Agency review.  In this instance, the Planning Agency would serve as the 
reviewing authority.  The reviewing authority is required to make five (5) specific findings 
in rendering a decision to approve, approve with conditions, or deny a reasonable 
accommodation request.  These findings include ensuring that the request will not 
impose an undue financial or administrative burden to the City, will not result in a 
fundamental alteration in the nature of a City program or law, and will not result in a 
direct threat to the health and safety of other individuals or properties.  Upon reaching a 
decision, the reviewing authority will provide a written determination to the applicant and 
notify them of their right to appeal.  Decisions made by the Community Development 
Director may be appealed to the Planning Agency within thirty (30) days, and decisions 
of the Planning Agency are considered final.   
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CONCLUSION: 
 
Adoption of a reasonable accommodation Ordinance will bring the City into compliance 
with the federal Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988 and the California Fair 
Employment and Housing Act while implementing a General Plan Housing Element 
policy aimed at assisting an important segment of the Laguna Hills community—
individuals with disabilities.  The proposed Ordinance establishes a procedure for the 
City to accept and evaluate requests for reasonable accommodation from zoning laws 
and land use regulations in accordance with these laws.   
 
CEQA FINDINGS: 
 
This Ordinance is not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act because it 
does not meet the definition of a “project” pursuant to section 21065 of the Public 
Resources Code or sections 15060(c)(2), 15060(c)(3), and 15378 of the CEQA 
Guidelines, California Code of Regulations Title 14, Chapter 3.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: (1) CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING; AND (2) INTRODUCE AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED: "AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER 9-93, ENTITLED 
'REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES,' TO 
THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE, PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR 
GRANTING REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS IN THE CITY'S ZONING AND 
LAND USE REGULATIONS, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES PURSUANT TO 
FEDERAL AND STATE FAIR HOUSING LAWS." 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

• Proposed Reasonable Accommodation Ordinance. 
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER 9-93, ENTITLED 
“REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES,” TO THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL 
CODE, PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS IN THE CITY'S 
ZONING AND LAND USE REGULATIONS, POLICIES, AND 
PRACTICES PURSUANT TO FEDERAL AND STATE FAIR 
HOUSING LAWS.  

 WHEREAS, the federal Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988 and the California 
Fair Employment and Housing Act require cities to make reasonable accommodations 
(i.e., modifications or exemptions) in their zoning and land use regulations, policies, and 
practices when such accommodations are necessary to afford disabled persons an 
equal opportunity to use and enjoy a dwelling; and 

 WHEREAS, it is the purpose and intent of the City Council, through the adoption 
of this Ordinance, to establish procedures for the receipt and evaluation of requests for 
reasonable accommodation in accordance with state and federal law.   

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE, AND ORDER AS 
FOLLOWS:   

SECTION 1.  Chapter 9-93 is hereby added to Title 9 of the Laguna Hills 
Municipal Code, which shall read as follows: 

CHAPTER 9-93 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

Sections: 

 9-93.010 Purpose and Intent. 

 9-93.020 Definitions. 
 9-93.030 Applicability. 

 9-93.040 Reviewing Authority. 
 9-93.050 Application for Reasonable Accommodation. 
 9-93.060 Public Notice. 
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 9-93.070 Required Findings. 

 9-93.080 Notice of Decision. 
9-93.090 Expiration, Time Extension, and Revocation. 

 9-93.100 Discontinuance. 

 9-93.110 Appeals. 
 

9-93.010 Purpose and Intent. 

It is the policy of the City of Laguna Hills to comply with the federal Fair Housing 
Amendments Act of 1988 and the California Fair Employment and Housing Act 
(collectively referred hereafter as "Fair Housing Laws") to provide reasonable 
accommodation to disabled persons in the application of its zoning and land use 
regulations, policies, and practices for persons with disabilities seeking fair access to 
housing.  The purpose of this Chapter is to establish procedures for the receipt and 
evaluation of requests for reasonable accommodation.   

A request for reasonable accommodation may include a modification or 
exception to the rules, standards, and practices for the siting, development and use of 
housing or housing-related facilities that would eliminate regulatory barriers and provide 
a person with a disability equal opportunity to the housing of their choice.  Requests for 
reasonable accommodation shall be made in the manner prescribed by Section 9-
93.050 (Application for Reasonable Accommodation). 

9-93.020 Definitions. 

As used in this Chapter, the following items shall have meanings as set forth 
below: 

“Director” means the Community Development Director. 

“Disabled” or “disability” means any person who has a physical or mental 
impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, or as may otherwise 
be defined by state or federal law. 

“Fundamental alteration” means a modification that alters the essential nature of 
a provider’s operations.   

“Major life activity” means those activities that are of central importance to daily 
life including, but not limited to, seeing, hearing, walking, breathing, performing manual 
tasks, caring for one’s self, learning, and speaking. 

“Physical or mental impairment” includes, but is not limited to, such diseases and 
conditions as orthopedic, visual, speech and hearing impairments, cerebral palsy, 
autism, epilepsy, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, cancer, heart disease, 
diabetes, Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection, mental retardation, emotional 
illness, drug addiction (other than addiction caused by current, illegal use of a controlled 
substance), and alcoholism. 
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“Reasonable accommodation” means a change, exception, or adjustment to a 
rule, policy, practice, or procedure that may be necessary for a person with a disability 
to have an equal opportunity to use and enjoy a dwelling, including public and common 
use spaces. 

“Reviewing authority” means the Community Development Director or the 
Planning Agency, as determined in Section 9-93.040. 

9-93.030 Applicability. 

A. A request for reasonable accommodation may be made by any individual 
with a disability, his or her representative, or a developer or provider of 
housing for individuals with disabilities, when the application of zoning and 
land use regulations, policies, and practices act as a barrier to fair housing 
opportunities.   

B. Providing reasonable accommodation in the land use and zoning context 
may include a modification or exemption from zoning and land use 
regulations, policies, and practices when it is necessary to eliminate 
barriers to housing opportunities. 

9-93.040 Reviewing Authority. 

A. The Director shall review each application for reasonable accommodation 
within thirty (30) days of deeming the application as complete.  Pursuant 
to the findings set forth in section 9-93.060, the Director may approve, 
approve subject to conditions, or deny the request.   

B. In the event that the applicant also seeks a concurrent approval, permit, or 
entitlement that will be reviewed by the Planning Agency, then the 
Planning Agency shall also act as the reviewing authority for the 
application for reasonable accommodation.   

C. If necessary to reach a determination on the request for reasonable 
accommodation, the reviewing authority may request further information 
from the applicant consistent with the Fair Housing Laws, specifying in 
detail the information that is required. In the event that a request for 
additional information is made, the thirty (30) day period to issue a 
decision is stayed until the applicant responds to the request.   

9-93.050 Application for Reasonable Accommodation. 

A. An application for reasonable accommodation shall be submitted in writing 
on a form prescribed by the Community Development Director (“Director”). 

B. A fee shall not be required for a reasonable accommodation, but if the 
project requires another discretionary permit, then the prescribed fee shall 
be paid for the other discretionary permit(s) in compliance with the City’s 
adopted fee schedule. 
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C. If the project for which the application for reasonable accommodation is 
being made also requires some other approval, permit or entitlement, the 
applicant shall file the request together with the application for such 
approval, permit or entitlement. 

D. An application for reasonable accommodation shall include all of the 
following: 

1. The applicant's name, address, and telephone number; 

2. Documentation that the applicant is: 

a. An individual with a disability; 

b. Applying on behalf of one or more individuals with a disability; or  

c. A developer or provider of housing for one or more individuals 
with a disability. 

3. Address of the property for which accommodation is requested; 

4. The name, address, and telephone number of the property owner(s), if 
different from the applicant; 

5. The current use of the subject property; 

6. The specific basis for the claim that the applicant is considered 
disabled under the Fair Housing Laws; 

7. A description of the accommodation requested including reference to 
the Zoning and Development Code provision, policy or procedure from 
which accommodation is sought;  

8. A detailed written explanation of why the requested accommodation is 
necessary for the individual(s) with a disability to use and enjoy the 
dwelling; and 

9. Any other information that the Director reasonably concludes is 
necessary to determine whether the findings required by §9-93.070 
can be made, so long as any request for information regarding the 
disability of the individuals benefited complies with Fair Housing Law 
protections and the privacy rights of the individuals affected.   

9-93.060 Public Notice. 

After the Director has deemed an application for reasonable accommodation as 
complete, the Director or his/her designee shall provide notice of the request for 
reasonable accommodation as follows:  

A. In the event that there is no approval, permit, or entitlement sought other 
than the request for reasonable accommodation, the notice shall be 
mailed to the owners of record of all properties that are immediately 
adjacent to the property that is the subject of the request.  
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B. In the event that the request is being made in conjunction with some other 
approval, permit or entitlement, the notice shall be transmitted along with 
the notice of the other proceeding.  

9-93.070 Required Findings. 

A. The written decision to approve, approve with conditions, or deny an 
application for reasonable accommodation shall be based upon the 
following findings, all of which are required for approval: 

1. The requested accommodation is requested by or on the behalf of one 
or more individuals with a disability protected under the Fair Housing 
Laws; 

2. The requested accommodation is necessary to provide one or more 
individuals with a disability an equal opportunity to use and enjoy a 
dwelling;  

3. The requested accommodation will not impose an undue financial or 
administrative burden on the City;  

4. The requested accommodation will not result in a fundamental 
alteration in the nature of a City program or law, including but not 
limited to land use or zoning; and 

5. The requested accommodation will not, under the specific facts of the 
case, result in a direct threat to the health and safety of other 
individuals or substantial physical damage to the property of others.  

B. In granting a request for reasonable accommodation, the reviewing 
authority may impose any conditions of approval deemed reasonable and 
necessary to ensure that the reasonable accommodation will comply with 
the findings required by this section.  

9-93.080 Notice of Decision. 

A. The Reviewing Authority shall notify the applicant of his/her decision by 
mailing a written determination to the applicant.  The notice of decision 
shall: include factual findings, conclusions, and reasons for the decision; 
and notify the applicant of the right to appeal the Reviewing Authority’s 
decision pursuant to Section 9-93.110.  

B. Notice of the Reviewing Authority’s decision shall also be given to 
adjoining property owners and/or other interested persons in the same 
manner as provided in Section 9-93.060(A) and (B).  

9-93.090 Expiration, Time Extension, and Revocation.  

A. Any reasonable accommodation approved in accordance with the terms of 
this Chapter shall expire within twenty-four (24) months from the effective 
date of the approval or at an alternative time specified as a condition of 
approval unless: 
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1. A building permit has been issued and construction has commenced; 

2. A certificate of occupancy has been issued; 

3. The use is established; or 

4. A time extension has been granted.  

B. The Director may approve a time extension for a reasonable 
accommodation for good cause for a period or periods not to exceed three 
(3) years.  An application for a time extension shall be made in writing to 
the Director no less than thirty (30) days or more than ninety (90) days 
prior to the expiration date.  

C. Any reasonable accommodation approved in accordance with this Chapter 
may be revoked if any of the conditions or terms of such reasonable 
accommodation are violated, or if any law or ordinance is violated in 
connection therewith.  

9-93.100 Discontinuance. 

A. A reasonable accommodation shall lapse if the exercise of rights granted 
by it is discontinued for one hundred eighty (180) consecutive days.  If the 
disabled persons vacate the premises, the reasonable accommodation 
shall remain in effect only if the Director determines that (1) the 
modification is physically integrated into the residential structure such that 
it would be impractical to require the property to be returned to its previous 
condition, or (2) the accommodation is necessary to give another disabled 
individual an equal opportunity for use and enjoyment of the dwelling.   

B. The Director may, at any time, request in writing the applicant or his 
successor-in-interest to the property to provide documentation 
demonstrating that the accommodation remains necessary to ensure the 
equal use and enjoyment of the property by a person with disabilities 
and/or continued compliance with any applicable conditions of approval. 
Failure to provide such documentation within fifteen (15) days of the date 
of the Director's request shall constitute grounds for discontinuance by the 
City of a previously approved reasonable accommodation.   

9-93.110 Appeals. 

 The decision of the Director to approve, approve subject to conditions, or deny 
an application for reasonable accommodation shall be subject to appeal to the Planning 
Agency pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 9-96 of the Municipal Code.  

SECTION 2.  The City Council finds that this Ordinance is not subject to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to section 21065 of the Public 
Resources Code or sections 15060(c)(2), 15060(c)(3), and 15378 of the CEQA 
Guidelines, California Code of Regulations Title 14, Chapter 3. 
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SECTION 3.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion of this Ordinance for any reason is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the 
decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it 
would have adopted this Ordinance, and each section, subsection, subdivision, 
sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more sections, subsections, subdivisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions 
thereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

SECTION 4.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Ordinance and 
cause the same to be posted at the duly designated posting places within the City and 
published once within fifteen days after passage and adoption as may be required by 
law; or, in the alternative, the City Clerk may cause to be published a summary of this 
Ordinance and a certified copy of the text of this Ordinance shall be posted in the Office 
of the City Clerk five days prior to the date of adoption of this Ordinance; and, within 
fifteen days after adoption, the City Clerk shall cause to be published, the 
aforementioned summary and shall post a certified copy of this Ordinance, together with 
the vote for and against the same, in the Office of the City Clerk. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____day of ________ 2012. 

 ____________________________________ 

 MELODY CARUTH, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________________ 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

COUNTY OF ORANGE )  ss 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS ) 

 

I, Peggy J. Johns, City Clerk of the City of Laguna Hills, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance No. 2012-x was duly introduced and 
placed upon its first reading at a Regular Meeting of the City Council on the 8th day of 
May 2012, and that thereafter, said Ordinance was duly adopted and passed at a 
Regular Meeting of the City Council held on the 22nd day of May 2012, by the following 
vote, to wit: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

(SEAL) 

 _____________________________________ 

 PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK   
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss    AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 

CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS )    AND PUBLICATION 

 

PEGGY J. JOHNS, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

That she is the duly appointed and qualified City Clerk of the City of 
Laguna Hills; 

That in compliance with State Laws of the State of California, 
ORDINANCE NO. 2012- x, being: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER 9-93, ENTITLED 
“REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES,” TO THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL 
CODE, PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS IN THE CITY'S 
ZONING AND LAND USE REGULATIONS, POLICIES, AND 
PRACTICES PURSUANT TO FEDERAL AND STATE FAIR 
HOUSING LAWS.  

on the 11th day of May 2012 was published in summary in the Register Newspaper and 
on the lst day of June 2012, was published in summary in the Saddleback Valley News; 
and was, in compliance with City Resolution No. 2004-05-25-2, on the 9th day of May  
2012 and the 23rd day of May 2012, caused to be posted in summary in three places in 
the City of Laguna Hills, to wit: 

Laguna Hills City Hall 

Laguna Hills Community Center 

La Paz Center 

 

 _________________________________ 

 PEGGY J. JOHNS, CITY CLERK 
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 Laguna Hills, California 

 5/8/2012 ITEM NO. 6.1


	AGENDA
	CALL TO ORDER
	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  COUNCIL MEMBER KOGERMAN
	ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
	1. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS
	1.1 PROCLAMATION, "WILDFIRE AWARENESS WEEK", MAY 6, 2012 THROUGH MAY 12, 2012
	[Staff Report.doc]
	[120508 Pro Wildfire Awareness Week packet.docx]

	1.2 PROCLAMATION OF MAY 2012 AS  WATER AWARENESS MONTH
	[Staff Report.doc]
	[120508 Pro Water Awareness.doc]


	2. PUBLIC COMMENTS
	2.1 LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LIAISON

	3. MINUTES
	3.1 REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 24, 2012
	[120424 CC Minutes.doc]


	4. CONSENT CALENDAR
	4.1 MOTION TO APPROVE THE READING BY TITLE OF ALL ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS, SAID TITLES, WHICH APPEAR ON THE PUBLIC AGENDA, SHALL BE DETERMINED TO HAVE BEEN READ BY TITLE AND FURTHER READING WAIVED
	4.2 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER FOR PERIOD ENDED MAY 8, 2012
	[WARRANT.REGISTER.PDF]

	4.3 THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL AND TREASURER'S REPORT (FY2011/12)
	[11-12StaffReportFS-TreasQtr3.doc]
	[FY11-12 Quarter3 COMPLETE.pdf]

	4.4 CONTRACT WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE FOR $162,000 IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 FOR RESIDENTIAL RENOVATION ACTIVITIES AT THE ALISO MEADOWS CONDOMINIUM COMPLEX
	[Staff Report.doc]
	[120508 County CDBG Contract.pdf]

	4.5 2012 FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION
	[Staff Report.doc]

	4.6 PROGRESS PAYMENT NO. 5 FOR AVENIDA DE LA CARLOTA WIDENING PROJECT, CIP NO. 164
	[Staff Report.doc]

	4.7 CONTRACTS WITH COUNTY OF ORANGE AND AGE WELL SENIOR SERVICES FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012/2013
	[CDBG County Contract Approval SR FY 12-13.docx]
	[REPORT.4.7.ATTACHMENT1.PDF]
	[REPORT.4.7.ATTACHMENT2.PDF]
	[REPORT4.7.ATTACHMENT3.PDF]

	4.8 LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE LAW OFFICES OF FAY BLIX FOR 24031 EL TORO ROAD, SUITE 301, LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA
	[120508 Rep Fay Blix Lease.docx]
	[LEASE.AGREEMENT.PDF]



	ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR
	5. PLANNING AGENCY
	5.1 ROLL CALL OF PLANNING AGENCY MEMBERS
	5.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS
	5.3 MINUTES
	5.3.1 REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 24, 2012
	[PA.MINUTES.PDF]


	5.4 PLANNING AGENCY PUBLIC HEARINGS


	PLANNING AGENCY ADJOURNMENT
	6. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS 
	6.1 ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 01-12-2163, AMENDING TITLE 9 "ZONING AND SUBDIVISIONS" OF THE LAGUNA HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE TO ESTABLISH A PROCEDURE FOR PROVIDING REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION IN THE CITY'S ZONING AND LAND USE REGULATIONS, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.
	[RX Accommodation Agenda Report.DOCX]
	[RX Accommodation Ordinance [Final].DOCX]


	7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
	7.1 City Manager

	8. MATTERS AGENDIZED AND PRESENTED BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND MAYOR
	9. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS
	10. CLOSED SESSION
	10.1 CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR (CONTINUED)


	ADJOURNMENT

